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The Navajo Child in Gallup-McKinley County Schools
The Gallup McKinley County Public

School System has a total of more than
3300 Navajo Children and Y o u i h at-
tending school. They are enrolled in
classes in 15 of our elementary schools
and in two of our high schools and in
grades pre-first through twelve. So near-
ly every teacher is concerned with the
progress and welfare of our Navajo
children, as well as the administrators.

Special guides and teaching aids have
been developed d u ring the past five
years to help us meet their needs. We
have a continuous in-service education
program with teachers under the direc-
tion of Dr. I. C. Porterfield. Director of

The University of New Mexico is now
carrying on a study of bi-lingual child-
ren. Arizona State University at Tempe
is setting up a program to train teachers
of bi lingual children with special
emphasis on the need of Navajo child-
ren. We are hopefid that other colleges
wil lalso recognize the importance of
such training for student teachers.

We consider our pre-first program of
utmost importance for our Navajo child-
ren. Here, for one year, we s t r i v e to
teach a basic vocabulary of 725 words
and about 75 commenly used English
phrases. This is taught largely through
play and work activities which are in-
teresting and meaningful to the child-'
ren especially planned to stimulate the
use of language. Thee teachers work to-
gether, by exchanging idea> to improve
this program constantly. For five years
we have used typical American toys as
teaching aids in our pre-first r o o m s
with god results.

Our School Lun c h Program is one
phase of our school operation to which
we point with pride. An average of 60,-
000 meals are served to Navajo children
every month. These are carefully plan-
ned. cooked and served under the strict
supervision of Mrs. Ann Walsh. Navajo
children show growth and weight gain
every year. They are learning to eat
and enjoy a wide variety of foods. They
are being taught through this program
as well as in classroom lessons the im-
portanc.e of a balanced diet for good
health. Os 21 Indian cooks, 12 are Nav-
ajo women.

Our public schools have a staff of
three full-time and one half time nurses
who visit schools with regularity. This
program is under the direction of Mrs.
A. Kirkmeyer. One of the Navajo child-
ren's needs which parents must take
care of is the immunization of all child-
ren before they enter school. This can
be done in the spring pre-school clinic
or during the summer but it should
be done always before school opens in
the fall.

Another problem where we seek the
help of the Navajo parent is school at-

tendance. In some areas this problem is
very serious. Children cannot learn
when they not in school and the child
who misses many days become uninter-
ested and falls behind in work which of-
ten cannot be made up in any way. Our
twoNavajo home visitors and conselors,
John Pinto and Peter Sandoval have
made an average of ten to twenty home
calls a day. They work in a different
school area every day, checking on ab-
sent children and talking with parents.

Mr. Alex Krivokapich, Director of
Special Services is responsible for our
school transportation. We have one of
the most extensive systems in the State
of New Mexico, covering more miles
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Instruction in Vocational Education
is of great interest to Navajo students.

Curriculum, and the superviion of Mrs.
Bernadine C. Kelly, Director of Elemen-
tary Education. Teachers meet together
to evaluate and study our progress with
our children. This year a committee of
fifteen have been studying our Arith-
metic program and to investigate n e w
textbooks in the field. They will make
recommendations for a new program
and new texts this sping. About six
meetings have been held on problems of
reading. An all school work-conference
is now being planned on reading prob-
lems with consultants from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico. A total of twelve
conferences has been held during this
school year evaluating the Social Stu-
dies program, which was written a n d
compiled last year. It is the responsibil-
ity of these teachers to make recommen-
dations for revision of this guide.

We h a v e been fortunate in having
three fine Navajo teachers in the pri-
mary grades, Mrs. Marie Jensen. Mrs.
Doris Aitson and Miss Helen Lynn
Chee. We are interested in securing the
services of other Navajo teachers, be-
cause of their understanding of the spe-
cial problems our children h a v e with
the English Language. We are nterested
in having college student-teachers do
their practice teaching in our schools so
that they may work in a realistic situa-
tion. It is encouraging that our Institu-
tions of higher learning are geinning to

be interested in our special problems.

and carrying more children. Approxi-
mately 1500 of our Navajo children
come to school on buses provided by our
schools. Ga 11 u p-McKinley County
Schools are proud of the saftey record
of our buses. Over a period of more than
twenty years we have not had a serious
accident or even many delays. All our
drivers are trained and certified person-
nel.

Lhider the vision a n d sound judge-
ment of o u r Superintendent, Mr. W.
Barnie Caton, planning is going on for
increased facilities, for increased school
population. T here will bo four-class-
room additions to our schools at Tohat-
chi. Church Rock, Thoreau and Ramah.
A new High School is part of the plan-
ning of the Board of Education and the
Superintendent. Thi is evidence of the
interest and gro w t h of u u r Navajo
school population. It is also evidence of
our interest and concern that all child-
ren under our care receive equal oppor-
tunity for a good education, marked by
fine facilities, excellent materials and
books, and conscientious teachers devot-
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7 aking part in extra-curricular ac-
tivities.

ing their time and energy toward con-
stant improvement.

Navajo children and youth are parti-
cipating in many activities, elementary
bands, high school bands, sports, square
dancing a n d vocal choruses. A recent
basketball tourney held in Albuquerque
for “B" squads saw' a “League of Na-
tions'’ ball club from Gallup High wdn
second place. The team was composed
of five Navajo, 2 Anglo, one Slav, one
Greek, one colored, and one Italian boy.
We are proud of their development and
participation of the whole school pro-
gram. The Public Schools will make a
real contribution to the future of the
Navajo people.
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