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What Should
Its Attitude
Be on Fiction?

Public
Library|

By DR. HORACE G. WADLIN, Librarian Boston Public Library

N OUR TIME the novel has hecome the principal form of literary
expression. It is within the lest novels that one finds the clearest

interpretation and the keenest criticiam of life. 1t ig 4 common [al-

lacy to speak of fiction as if it were “light” literature, unworthy of |
serious attention, and to group all other kinds of books together, without |

snuch discrimination, as the enly profitable reading, But a book that stim-

mlates the imagination or the emotions may be in the hest sense ednca- |

Rional, and many books written with distinct educational purpose are of
Qittle real vulue. Besides this, fiction is now more widely read than any
wther sort of literature, and thereforv it is through this medium that thosc
who would move men today make their appeal.

In the large output there is, nevertheless, much trash. As Cervantes
‘once said : “There are men that will make you books, and turn them loose
tinto the world with as much dispatch as they would a dish of fritters,”
and much of the fiction of the day fails to rise above what somebody hog
called “promiscuous moedioerity.”

Standards of taste differ, and librarigns are not infallible. Never-
theless there is n fairly distinet line separating the wheat from the ehaff.
It should always be rememhered fhat the selection must be uninfluenced by
personal bias, and that merit in & novel is not confined to its literary stvle,
but includes other valuez—notably truth to life, high ideals, broad human
interest and the power to furnish sape and healthy entertuinment to the
average reader,

These principles, if applied in practice, will necessarily exelude many
books of the day, which in six months or so will be forgotten, But under
this standard no book of abiding merit will be disregarded s there are too
fow Pf them.

No twoe publie libraries Biave the same local canditions, Lat wnless
books are to be bought without discrimination the problem of selection
must be faced. This, of course, is where the question of fiction becomes
troublesome. 1t cannot be ignored, however, sinee no publie library can
buy all, and in most cases anly o few of the novels of the day, and every
public library is morally honnd to
make the besl possible use of its
funds,

In reply to an article in “When to
Read,” it ean be eaid that musonlyr
MI.ISCI.I]EI‘ work redoces  (he power of the brain,

When the food is heing digestod the orgins
condueting this work need blood.  The

Work

Retlllces blood therefore lenves the beain nnd flows
Bl’&in If, nevertheless, thie brain is put to hard
Power

the brain,

[

P IN the far northwestern cor-
per of Africa, where the sun
beats duwn hot and ferce, llos
the litle eountry of Moroceo,
blinking tosolently across the

Straits of Gilbraltar at Spuin and re- |
garding with equal contempt the rest of |
the clvilized world. For ecivilization
has touched Moroceo but lightly and
nt heart its white-robed Inhabitants
are as envage ns were thelr ancesfors
who, fighting beneath the Crescent,
tried to conquer Burope for Moham:
med twelve hundred years ngo.

Thoso warriors of the prophet talled,
but their deacendavts still show the
anine savage spirit now and then, and
when they do It 18 a good time for
those of other falths to barricade the
doors and windows of thelr houses 1f
they eannot lee. Only & few weeks ago
there was a bloody massacre,in ez,
the capital of Morocco, In which bun-
dreds of Jews, thelr wives and Ahelr
danghters, were slaln,

awny to assist the stomach und intestines; |And Spaiu toduy Is in no danger trom

reading, the blood will be drawn away to | The Moors may look across to Gibral:
Poor digestion and  difticylt | 8¢ and refect that it and all the coun.
3 | try to the north of It once was thelrs,

But the power of Morooco In gone,

the fierce lttle country that olings
to the northern edge of the Sahara.

A DLBOERT sHIp

elght hundred years, were eventually
driven from the country. As the
Christian kingdoms in the north of |
Spuln grew stronger and united, the
Moors were driven farther and farther
south, untfl at last only the kingdom
of Granada remalned to them. In
1492 that last remalning bit of terrh
tory fell before the armies of Ferdh
nand and Isabella,

The last of the Moorish kings was
Boabdil, and guldes point out still to |
the traveler the rocky point of land |
beyond the city walla where Bubdll'l
looked his last upon Granada before
he rode away forever from the king. |
dom he once had ruled. The place I8 |
enllod “The Last Slgh of the Moor." |
In "Sella,” a novel published in 1838,
Bulwer-Lytton gave a fanciful descrip- |
tion of the surrender of Granada. He |
told how Boabdll rode out from his
tfallen city and met King Ferdinand
and his queon amid all the triumphant |
pugeantry of Spalp, and how smiling
that he might not weep, the young |
Moorinh king knelt and dellvered up
to Ferdinand the keys of the elty.
Ferdinand gave the keys to his vlh‘

and they wsay that lsabells, looking
upon the vanquished prince's sad face,
wept In sympathy,
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NOVELTY IN A MOUTH ORGAN

Case s Held Stationary In Person's
Mouth While Siides Back and
Farth Within It
Any man, who, as & small boy has
played, or thought he played, & mouth
organ, will probably remember how
sore his mouth became from aliding
the Instrument back and forth An
lowa genius has invented a harmonica
which can be played without any such
annoyance. The organ proper slides

Noval Mouth Organ.

back and forth in a casing, which 18
held statlonary In the mouth. A han
dle at one end provides the means for
sliding the inner portion. In the front
of the casing I8 an opening through
Wwhich the player blows or drawa in
his breath, as the case may be, and
the harmonica Is operated an the va
rlous openings along ite body pase this
opening in the case. The effect is ex-
actly the same as that achieved with
the old-style mouth organ, but there Is
no danger of cutting the lips on Lthe
in.

UNIQUE LITTLE AERIAL TOY

Anything That Savors of Aviation la
of Especial Interest to the Young
People Right Now.

spcdinge T il . Gy FRy,
By 8. S, Bradenin, Utica, N. Y. e Ill]lllj., must ot I’llll_fl!_\ T!’hll“._ You ean't | but there ls lHitle danger that the flag
do good work by doing two things ut onee,”  of the prophet ever will be unfurled
I tried an experiment onve in order fo | 810 on Spanish soll :
prove this. Before departing on a bicyele vide one day 1 faistened o watel Catiated it a Privilege to. Oily
3 . : > It was early in the elghth century
on the handle bars. At one time there was o clear road on a apiooth hotles | that the Moors streamed ncross the
vard. Taking advantage, U rode on at top spenid, urging every mnscle in | stmits and into Spain.  All Northern
my legs 1o ils ubmogt and at the sume fime :""'I‘”"-E mi oves Mstened on Africa was aflame with the new re-
- t e | lglon of the prophet. From Arabla
'hl? wiateh.  What I!'”.'I“ I“I,I1 o Lovied to resd the e, bad the letters | the tollowers of Mohammed bad come
dimmed before my eves, The museles in my leus required o much noue- | With fire and sword, converting by
P Blood Ksesiad . e T = MOt 3 . loroe of arms and counting It a privi
i .I. il ‘u from the upper regions of my body Ykt a1l St Lo e ko ot
Another ense s 1 ve nttended high school aiud on neeasions done cons Iolamism. Northern  Afrlen, whoss
siderable physieal labor. Suppose that after a liaed day’s work, worn ouf | 901 religlon was & decndent Chris

ighiment tlial

“Fair queen” eald he with mournful | In thess days of aeronautical experl.
and pathetic dignity, “thou canst read | ments, any ncrial Invention s of un-
the heart that thy generous sympathy | usual intercst, even If it 1s only a toy.
totiches and subdues; this I8 my 1ast | The toy nhown In the cut was devised
but not least glorlous congquest. Bul ' by a Californin man, and ita pecullur-
I detaln ye; let mot my mapect cloud [ty is thut a glider Is blown Into the
your triumph. Suffer me to say tare-| yir describes an are over the head of
well” the person who blew It, and returns

Bo the king rode away. At Iast (o his foet from the rear. A oylindrl-
he and his little cavaloade reached cal casing has a shaft journaled in it
the summit of 8 mountaln pass that und extending through It and radinlly
led mway to the small prinelpality projecting blades secured to the shaft.
that was left BPoabdil beyond the
Alpuxarras, Thers they halted, From
the pasa the vale, the rivera and the

e,

with fubigue, T should have attempted to solve g problem in geometo or
write an English essay. Lirnin would |-.-q].,',|,.|'3
Hardly., A focling of listlessness and a dull mind would lave vesulfed.

At some gyminasiom meets | have noted that the participants pre-
pared their home work beforchand

Do you suppose that wy

So, too, in regard to exuminations.  No pupil should think of study-
ing the night before an “exam.”
All famous gthletes rofrain from too wuch meninl exercise,

Anyone who believes that woman’s field
of activity in business s limited should he
convineed to the vontriry by reading the
following figures from a report of the
London board of trade: Women bankrupis
were less numerous than in 1910, the Iigllln*

heing S0, against 4045,

Womenw
Make
Good in
Business

Field

By J. K. Harpsion, Baston, Mass,

The woman geocer was the least suecesss
ful song ihe tradesmen of the sex, taking
the number of failutes ne o oriterion; the
woman milliner and dressmaker next, thin
the woman deaper and  haberdashor, and,
fourth, the womun lodging house keeper.

Married women are .wli;htl_\' in the wajority of the failures (161) and
einglo women greatly in the minority (81),
woman batkrupt entered into many felds,

There were 157 widows, The

Among others one nofes in the list eleven bakers, four butehers,
seven farmers, five lHshmongers, four nurdes, (wo photographers, cight res-
taurant keepers, five sehoolmiatresses, six tolmeconiats, two gardeners, nine
tov dealers, six stationers and thiee underi: ;

Of all the vexperiments the world has
ever known, it atrikes me very foreibly that
aviation 8 the most preposternus and its
chanees for suecess the most hopeless.  The
other day at the Clearing aviation field an.
other life wus sacrificed, therehy adding
one more name to the long list of those that
have been killed,

Some persist in believing that the end
for which they are striving will be accoms
plished.  But are not the odds too grent
ngnninst them and the loss of such brave and

Aviation

. Chances
Seem
Most
Hopeless

By deanie Adamsen, Cicero, I,

When one realizes the anxiety and sorrow cansed in each individual
eane, it aeems that gome action onght to be taken to prevent such legalized
form of suicide, cven though, for reasong unknown to the vast number of
doubters, aviation be all that can he wished for.

I dare say that humanity will never suffer for the need of it.

! The world will progress without it till the end of time.

fonrless men o loss to the world in gvnera”|

Uanity, had not beon long io taking the
| hew falth up, though there was some
| gtubborn fighting against the, Arab
invaders. The Berbers, who were the
| principal inkabltants of Moroceo, had
|t first  reslsted, then taken up
| Mohammedanism  with a rush,  And
| then, led by the Arab pricsts and gen-
|orals and wided by two or three
trencherous grandees of Spain, they
bhad salled across the narrow strip of™
witer which meparnted them from
| Burope and started out conquering
| 8paln. The Gothie kingdom which
| had flourisbed there was destroyed
| Many of the wturdicst of the Chrlstian
lnhsbitants of the land fled to the
mountaing and upland country rather
than submit to Moor Jurisdietion.
Many who remalned professed thoir
sonvarsion to Mohammedanism, while
| others  were
| Christians, although under many
hampering restrietions Gradunlly
ittle Christlan kingdoms were bullt
up In the porth of Spaln, and these
| made war ngalnst tho Moors, who
were regarded as the Incarnation of
\ all that was evil,  As & matter of fact,
ithey soem to have been industrious,
skillful and eapable of achievements
in architecturs and geoeral eulture
which were considerably in advance
of anything the Spaniards themselves
| hnd accomplished
Left Some Wonderful Bulldings.
The rellos of thelr civillzation which
axlst today, principally in the form
ot old bulldings, palaces nnd archways,
are amoug the most beautiful things
in 8pain  The Albwmbra, where the
| Moorish kings of Granada llved. is a
wonderful labyrinth of walls and bal-
gonies aud terraced gardens,
Perhapa time has cast something of
& glamouwr over those anclent Moors,
but certainly they seem to have begn
foemen of Aner sort than the swarthy
gutthronts who mnke up the popula-
tlon of present diny  Morocco. Al
| though their ¢kilna were dark from
long resldence In a tropleal climate,
the Moors were not negroes, Thelr
features wore fine and regular, thelr
Intelllgence above the ordinary, and
we even reud of Moorish kuights fght.
ing townaments against falr-haired
warriors and belog treated as honor
able enemies. Othello was & Moor,
| and In “The Merchant of Venlea”
Bhakespeare has the prinee of Moroeeo
coming as n sultor for the hand of
| Portia, and losing very gamely.
But for all that, Moors were re-

garded as natural enemies In Spain,

sllowed to  remaln

and, although they hung on for almost

towera of Granada were clearly to
ba seen, basking in the midday glow.
Hulwer-Lytton says: 1 |
“Buddenly the distunt boom of ar
tillery broke from the cltadel wnd
rolled along the sunlighted valley and
orystal river. A universal wail burat
trom the exilea; It smote, It overpow- |
ered the heart of the ill-starred king. |
In vain seeking to wrap himself in the
onntern pride, or stoleal philosophy. |
The tears guibed from his eyes and he
covered his face with his hands. Tha
band wound slowly on through the
solitary deflles; and that place, whare
the king wept at the last sight of his
lost empire, in still called the Last
Sigh of the Moor." |

Killed the Grub Thief,

Two lumbermen In the employ of
the W. C. Bdwurds Lumber company, |
named Lafrenlere and Leplatt, had = |
somewhat exciting adventure while'
camping In the woods uorth of Manhk
waki, which resulted io their bagging
a fine black bear,

The two men wers running llnes In
the timber Hmits o the afternoon, and
on thelr return to camp found that!
something had been Into thelr grub!
prek. Suspecting & bear, they walched
part of the night, but with no luck. |

Finally Laplatt tied the grub sachk|
with & rope attached to It to his fool |
and went to sleep. He awoke leeling |
something tugging at his foot, and
shouted to Lafreniere, who got his
rifle and fired a shot at random. |

Lighting & lantern, they discovered |
that the shot was & lucky one, as &
amall bear was Iyin;: dead a few
vards away —Ottaws Cltizen.

Takea Two Days to Land, Fish,

To hook & large yellowtall fish one
day and land him the next day was
the novel experience of G, J. Murphy
of St. Joseph, Mo. Mr. Murphy was
trolling near White's Landing and
after & strike the yellowtall ran out
with rearly a hundred feet of line
and entangled iteel! in such & manner
that 1t could mot be freed. It was
therefore declded to cut the line and
leave the yellowtall staked out, as
it were, overnight. Next day the
angler returned to the spot, lowered
the ga®f hook and pull the broken
line te the surface, e fish, being
almost exhausted by this time, was
easlly hauled in, and when welghed
was found to be a thirty-four pounder,
—Avaion (Cal) correspondence, New
York Telagram.
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Novel Aerlal Toy.

A blow pipe connects with the casing |
in ecoentrie relation to one side, nnd
dirmetrically opposite the point where
the blow pipe enters there t8 an out
let oponing. A glider In the form of
an elongated plate, with turned down
inds, 18 set upon pegs on the cusing,
and when alr is puffed through the
blow pipe the glider takes fts Nlght
Fashions for African Brides

An Ofl river African belle threads o
single row of tiny cowrie shells and
hangs these round her hips, leaving
to the sovers propriety of her kpouse-
tooba the ordering of more elaborate
postuming, He puta his meoey into
wire and disks of brass, and hangs
them on his bride. Sho Is weighted
from ankls to knee so that she ean
barely walk, and never knows an
hour of case. When hard times come
ho removes and selle one of Wer gar-
ments, which Is a ceil of wire or a
plate of brass, the wearing of which
has made her straddle deplorably all
ber married days. The bride of cen-
tral Australia fa dowered with an
apron, with which it is the privilege
of her husband to chastise her,

Putting on Frosting.

For the first time Ethel chanced to
soe her father preparing to shave
Running Into the kitchen, she ex-
plaimed: “Oh, mamma, guess what
papa is doing!"

*] don’t know, dear. What Is he do-
Ing?

‘He's making a cake out of his face,”
replied Ethel. "He's puttin- the leing

on it now."

DEFINITION OF WORD CARAT

Has Different Meaning When Applied
to Pareness of Gold and Size
of Precious Stone.

You have probably often heard of
the word carat applied ln jewelry and
such things, but perbaps you do oot
know that it has an entirely different
meauning when It is used for a ring
and for a diamond In the ring

The jeweler tells you that the ring
or your watch case Is 18 carst gold
and you have an ldea that It must be
pretty good, as you never have beard
of any that was 20 or 32. What the
Jeweler means Is that eighteen twenty-
fourths of the ring is pure gold and
(hat the rest Is copper.

Pure gold {s 24 carats fine and
would be too soft for every-day use,
B0 It s mixed with an alloy to make
it harder. The best alloy known for
this purpose Is copper, as it Interferes
very lttle with the eolor of the gold

If & ring 1s only 14 carat, that means
that nearly half of It {s copper, and
many that are sold for that are not
even 14 carats. In England all such
rings are stamped to show exactly
what they are

But when we come to the dlamond
In the ripg and the jeweler tells us
that It is two carats or one and & half
he does not refer to the pureness of
the stone at all ns he did when speak-
Mg of the gold, because a oarat 1s a
welght when spoken of In connection
with a dinmond,

Precious stones are welghed by
Troy welght, which runs 450 gralns to
the ounes, and o arat Is only about
three nnd a dfth graine

LITTLE TRICK WITH PENCIL

Clever lllustration of How Our Senses
Are Ofien Decelved—Many
Make Wrong Guess.

Here is a little trick to try on your
friends. Ask one of them to close hia
eyes and cross his fingers. When he
has done this tuke a pencil and touch
the tips of the crossed fingers with

(" )
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Pencll Trick.

it. Then ask him how many pencila
he feels. Nine times out of ten he will
Insist that there are two pencils touch-
ing his fingers Instead of one. This
trick Illustrates how our senses often
decelve

TREE PUZZLERS.
1—What & the double tree? (Pear.)
2—What tree fs nearest the sea?
(Heech.)

3—Name
(Pine.)

4—What I8 the chronologist's tree?
(Date)

I—What tree In adnpted to hold
shirt-walsta? (Box.)

f—What tree will kerp you warm?
(Fir.)

7—What Is the Egyptian
tres? (Locust.)

8—Whnat # the tree we offer friends
at meeting and parting? (Palm.)

$—The trea found In churches?
(Elder.)

10—The fery tree? (Burning Buosh.)

11—The trep used In wet weather?
({Rubber.)

12—The tree that protects from the

the languishing tree.

plague

flerce heat of the gun? (Umbrella)

13—The tree used In klssing? (Tu-
lpy

14—The level tree? (Plane.)

15—The tree used In a bottle?
1Cork )

16—"The fsherman’s tree? (Rass
woold. )

17—The tree that belongs to the
fea® (Nay.)

18—An immortal tree? (Arbor Vi
tae )

19—A tree worn In Orfental coun-
| triea® (Sandal.)

*0—A tree used In battle? (Rayo-
net

21—A tree nued In drawing an accus
rate lne? (Plum)
24— A tree used to describe pretty

girla?  (Peach)

23—An emblem of grief? (Weesping
Willow )

24—A  personnl  pronpun  tree?
(Yew.)

26--~The sweetest tree® (Maple)

Trick,
“Twice 10 are 6 of us  Six are but

3 of ua. Nine are just 4 of us Twelve
aro but 6 of us. Five are bat « of us
What are we?”

To people who have aever heard the
puzzle before the above Is a poser In-
deed, and the lgnorant may spend
hours hunting for a solution The an-
swor is the number of letters In each
numeral mentioned, viz., fl-va, f-o-u-r,
t-w-el-v-e, 8i-x, and so on.

Something Missing.

It was Bobble's fArst day at chureh
and when the organist began to play
be asked: “What's that™

“Hush, dear,” sald his mother.
“That's the organ.”

“Well,” queried Bobby, “where's the
monkey ™



