
THE INDEPEN- 
DENT VOTE. 

-— .. ■ V 

AND IT EFFECTS IN HASTENING* 
TARIFF REVISION. 

Consideration of the results of the 

November election* throughout the 
country disturbs the first impression 
of geueral political contentment. 

,Thero are no revolutionary changes, 
no distinct drift in one direction or 

the other, and the republican ma- 

jority in Congress, though reduced. 
Is not imperiled. But In nearly 
every state there is Indication of the 

weakening of party lines and of the 

development of a large Independent 
vote that Is not securely attached 

to either party, a* now constituted, 
and that has been powerful enough 
to influence if not to determine then** 

elections. It seems to be agreed now 

thpit the detnocnjf$ have carried | 
New York upon the greater part of 
the state ticket, though Hearst is 

decisively beaten for governor. 
Hughes was thus evidently elected 
by democratic voters, though the 
conservative New York den%>< raltt 
who voted for him are those least 

likely to express sympathy with pres- 
ent republican policies. They arc 

certainly not “stand patters,” and 

probably are not to be classed as 

liosevelt men. Their rveolt wa* 

against the recent control .of the 

democratic party. The division In 

Massachusetts was on very similar 

linos, while New Hampshire exhibits 

enough republicans in revolt front 
their party machine to wipe out the 

party majority for governor. The 
democratic gains in New Jersey are 

likewise due In large degree to the 

Independent opposition to Senator 

Dry den, who stands for the very 
things to which Hughes, in New York 
represented the most determined oj>- 
position. If we consider this whole 
group of eastern states, wo must con- 

clude that neither uationul party has 
gained any clear advantage in the 

elections, but that the future of each 
is shown to be dependent upon its 

winning back the independent vote 
it has driven from it. 

A similar condition of party weak- 
ness i8 shown in the West. Such a 

striking instance as that of Minnesota 
electing a democratic governor by a 

large majority, while the republican 
candidates for the other state offices 
wore successful, illustrates the pre- 
vailing Indifference to party authorl_ 
ty or mere party success. In many 
Rtates the local elections seem to 
havo been even less controled by n 

consideration of natural policies than 
in Pennsylvania, but the congression- 
al elections In the West, especially 
in Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin, 
point equally to a prevailing indecis- 
ion, as though public opinion were 

in a state of solution and awaiting 
an occasion to erystallzo upon now 

lines. 
So conservative an observer 

Senator C.ullom of Illinois, interprets 
these western elections, with the loss 
of seats In the House, as expressing 
dissatisfaction with that attitude of 
the majority party on which Penn- 
sylvania republicans most relied In 
their defense against Independent 
attack. Mr. Cullon recognizes tnat 
If tho tariff was not an issue in this 
election It will be in the next, unless 
his party anticipates it by Immediate 
steps for revision. It would surprise 
no one If this should prove Mr. 
Uoosevelt”B view as well, and if the 

president, with a republican Con- 
gress assured, should very early bring 
this subject to Its consideration. Hav- 

ing deprived tho democrats of the 
Issue of tho “trusts," If he could 
llgowlse depr.ve them of the Issue of 
tho tariff the lines upon which they 
could reunlre before another generai 
election are not now apparent. 

Mennwhlle the Independent voters 
are likely to maintain their Indepen- 
dence In Increasing numbers. They 
are doing good work everywhere In 

"cleaning up" tho state and local 
parties, and neither party can nfford 
to disregard their strength, as this 
month's elections everywhere have 
shown. nnd It Is not unlikely that In 
the next national election, as In many 
that have preceded It, unless there 
should be a wholly new alignment, 
they will have the casting vote. 

A METHODIST MINISTER REO- 
COMMENDft CHAMBKUb AINA 
COUGH REMEDY. 

We have used Chamberlain’s Cough 
Remedy In our home for seven years, 
and It has always proved to be a re- 
llablo remedy. We have found that 
It. would do more than the manu- 
facturers claim for It. It Is especially 
good for croup and whooping cough. 

REV. JAMES A. LEWIS, 
Pastor Milaca, Minn., M. E. Church. 1 

ChnraberlaJn’j Cough Remody Is 
sold h}r all drnggfsts 
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Watch this space if 

youw ish to see some- 

thing interesting and 

beneficial to the read- 

er. 
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i KELLY & MOYERS. J 
f -■== 1 r~ — DEALgRS IN-■ ♦! 
♦ WHISKIES, WINES, BRANDIES, ALES, BEERS. 
w Porter* and All Kinds of Liquors. ,? 
► ---- ... ...... A 
► 4 
► FIRST-CLASS A 
► BILLIARD & POOL-ROOM CONNECTED. 
♦ OUT-OF-TOWN ORDERS SHIPPED PROMPTLY % 

T. T. Carter, 
ARCHITECT. 

Offlca 6 and 7 Lazaru* Building, 

BLUEFIELD, WEST VA. 

NEW 'LIVERY STABLE. 
Chestnut St., West End, 

J BLUEFIELD, W. VA. 
C. P. Clavtor’s Livery, Feed and 

Hoarding Stable. First-Class teams 
at reasonable rates. 

Your patronage solicited. 
Tennis fnrnisned at any time day 

or night. Also light and lieavv 
hauling done. 

Try a Want Ad in this Paper.l 

Georgia Lumber Co. 
Dealers In All Kinds of 

Yellow Pine Lumber, Sash, Doors and Blinds, 
Shingles, Lath, Glass and Sewer Pipe Cement, 

Lime and Building Paper. 

Agents “Alpha Portland” and “Black Diamond” Cements 
Bluefield Avenue. Bluefield. West Virqinia. 

The Daily Leader 
Is Rushing %>* *' omivwwwwv ti >rr<wwwai 

IMPROVEMENTS 
In Its 

JOB DEPARTMENT. 
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New faces of Type Are Now on the Road, New Work- 
men Have Been f mployed and Our Stock of Stationery Has Just Been Largely Increased. We Can Now Give 
You Anything You Want in the . ; . . 

LATEST STYLES OE 

Let Us Have Your Orders 
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Our Specialties: 
Glass, Sash Doors, Flooring, Ceiling, Siding, Moulding and 

I Work, Lath, Hair, Shingles, Tar Roofing and 
Building Paper. Brick, Lime, Cement, 

Plaster and Sewer Pipe. Rough 
Lumber, Hemlock Framing, 

Boards, Mine Rail, Mine Car Supplies. 
WRITE OR GALLON US. 
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