: dhc!pﬂne n thelr appmch. ‘Pee
‘| ‘across ‘the nhalurlns dump’ pi] |
‘ ‘besleged were (able " to perceive the
‘dark ﬂ:um uuuuuny advaneing

2¥

through “the mleetin; ‘brush; they
sped ont. widely until their two flanks
were close in agalist the wall of rock,
‘and then the 'deadly rifles began 1o

|8pit: nplteh:lly, the balls casting up

“ | the soft dirt in clouds or fiattening

i t.hou;httu'lly, h!l
him. aud half

! (ri;ht down thnr an'
ﬁ.[b hoss sense into that

; Thet & !bout the only
der'a plum fool, 80

' lﬁ’wﬁuct el
tbnnt nlne ohnncen
qitlm of us sstuns

‘yer eyes skinned, If
anage to hold ’em back
L] maybe might creep

play it out to the limit, Bless
.those lads aln't a-comin'

he’ Jittle ‘bunch halted mstantly
ut | the, edge of the heavy
7\ ;urqin their faces up toward

against the stones. The two mén
crouched lower. hugging: their pile of
‘'slag, unable to pircelve: even a stray
assallant within range ol their ready
revolvers.

*This whole b]me country, s full

‘ot discharged sojers,” he growled, “an'
they know their biz all' right. I Teck

on them fellers is pretty sure to git
one of us yit; anyhow, they've got us
cooped.  Say, Bob,' thet lad crawling
yonder ought to be in reach, an'it's
our hounden duty not to let the boys
git too gay.”

Hampton tried the shot: lnssutﬂi.
slevating conslderable to overcome dlg-

‘tance, There wis a yell and a swilt

skurrying backwird which caused Ma-
gon to laugh, athough neither Kknew
whether this reslt ame trnm fright
or wound. A

et 807"
ttle marshal was too far away
| to percelye how his" teeth
th'the bristly mustache.
at! The boys don’'t consider
y. the square deal your
agiu em n this' way. They

rn't expected yon'd ever take
’lon;"v{ith mur_derers. Thet's

r ::Will you promise to Tet me
Im ‘down to Cheyenne [fer

Wal, I reckon not, old man. We
slve him a trial well 'nough here
nfGlencald,” roared another voice
drom one of the group, which was ap-
ntly growing restless over the de-
‘Buf we aln't Inclined to do you

bluff this whole durn camp.”
n upa.t into the dump enntemp

Blamed Ir

This yere man Bob Hamp-

y prisoner, an''I'll take him

i Cheyenne if I have ter braln eyery

‘in Glencaid to do it. Thet's

gentl. . N

H, ‘come off; you can't run your

“agin the whole blame moral
timent of this camp.”

“Moral sentiment! I'm backin' up

Iaw, not moral sentiment, ye cross-

el eyed: baar slinger, an' If ye try edgin'

ol {i ther another step 1'll plug you with

Uthls' /48!

Wt *There was a minute of hesitancy

hile: the men below conferred,, the

1:looking contemptuously down

¢ upon them, his revolver gleaming om-

ly. in the light.

*Oh, cume on, Buck, show a little

‘hoss sense,” the leader sang out.

{ e got aver} feller In camp along

th:us, an' there aln't no show fer

1E 0 0''ye to hold out against that
orf of an outfit.",
imlled and patted the barrel
I

. go 'to blazes! When T want
ﬂce. Jimmie, I'll send fer ye.”
one fired, the ball digging up
at the marshal's feet,
An ﬂ}n ng it/in & blinding cloud Into
Ui syes. Mason's answer
dden’ fusilade, which sent the
Wi ‘llyin': ‘helter-skelter into the un-
h. 'One 'among them singger-
“yet succeeded in

“H], Therel™ He Called, “You Fellers
Ain't Invited to This Picnic.”

“'Bliged ter leach 'em manners onct
in awhile, or they'll imbibe a fool no-
tion they kin come right 'long up yere
without mo invile. "Taint fer long, no-
how, 'less all them guys are ijuts

Hampton turned his head and look-
ed soberly Into the freckled face, Im-
pressed by the speaker's grave tone.”

uw'hyﬂ'!

“Fire, my boy, fire. The wind's
dead right fer |t; thet brush will burn
like so much (inder, an’ with this big
wall o' rock back of us, it will be hell
here, all vight Some of ’em are
bound to thinkof It pretty blame soon,
an' then, Bob, I reckon you an' I.will
hev' to take to the open on the jump."

Hampton's eyes hardened. (Ood,
how he desired to live just then, to
uncover that fleelng Murphy and
wring from him the whole truth which
had been eluding hiwm all these yearal

CHAPTER XXI.

uShe Loves Me; She Loves Me Not."

It was no claim of military duty
which compelled Brant to relinquish
Mlse Spencer so promptly at the ho-
tel door, butl mther a desire to cscape
her ceaseless chatter and gain retire
ment where he could reflect in quiet
over the revelations of Hampton. In
this quest he rode slowly up the val-
ley of the fear Water, through the
bright sunshine, the rare beauty of
the scene scarcely leaving the slight-
est impress on his mind, so busy was
It, and so preoccupled. He no longer
‘had any doubl that Hampton had util-
{zed his advantageous position, as well
as his remarkable powers of pleasing,
to enspare he susceptible heart of
this young, confiding girl. While the
man had adyanced no direct cialm, he
had. sald enough to' make perfectly
clear the close’ Intimacy of their re-
lation and {he existence of a definite
understanding between them. With
this recognized as a fact, was he jus-
tifled in endeavoring to win Nalda Gil-
s for himmit? That the girl would
find continued happinees with such'a
man as Hampton he did not for p mo-
ment bellevs possible; ‘that she had
been deliberately deceived regarding
his true chiracter he felt mno doubt.
That the gl was morally g0 far
above him s to make his very touch
a profanatisn, and at the unbldden
thought of i, the soldier vowed to op-
pose such an unholy consummation.
Nor did he, even then, utterly despair
of winning, for he recalled afresh the
intimacy of thelr few past meelings,
his face brightened In memory of this
and that brief word or shy glance,

All the world loves a loyer, snd all
the fairles.guide hlm. As the offi-
cer's eyes glanced up from the dusty
road, he percelved just ahead the same
steep bank down which he had
phinged In his effort at capturing his
fleelng tormentor. With ‘the sight
there came upon him the desire'to loi-
ter again in'the little glen where they.
had first met, and dream once more

: nf her who had' given: to. the/ shaded |,

bol.h ife'and beauty: .

acles an’{dle thought ‘can work}”"

"I'houshtc, I haye heard,” he 're
plied, coming toward her with: head
uncovered il lo:net.tmet awal:en
answers . thmnsh ult distances ' of

‘time’ and’ space,  As my thonght was
with you I may be lthemer to blae ||

for thus arousing your own. me
‘the expression of your face, I lup—
posad you dreaming.”

She smiled; her eyes uplutad for a
single Instant to his own. "It was
rather. thought Jjust merging  inoto

. dream, and ‘there are few things In
‘life more sweet. 1 know not whether

it is the common gift of all minds, but
my day-dreams are almost more to
me than my realitles. :

“First s was moods, and ™OW
dreams.” He seated himself comfort-
gbly at her feet, ‘“You would cause
me to: believe you & most impractical
person, Miss Naida."

“If. that were only true, I am sure
1 should be most happy, for it has
been my fortune po'far to conjure up
only pleasure through. day-dreaming
—the things. T like and Jong for be-
come my very own then, But if you

'| mean, as 1 suspect, that I do not en-
4 joy the dirt and drudgery of life, then'} -
| my plel will have to be gullty. Back

of what you term practical some one

| has salid thqm is always a dream, 2
-nﬂt wmptlou

‘In that seénse 1
choose to be'a dreamer.”

“And not.so unwise & cholce, if
your dreams only. terpd. toward re
sults.” He sat looking into her ani-
mated face, deeply puzzled by both
words and actions, I cannot help
noticlng that you aveid all rel'erenca
to my meeting with Mr. Hampton. 18
this another sign of your lmpractiul
mind?"

“] should eay rather the: opposite,
for 1 had not. even supposed It eon-

‘cerned me.”

*“Indeed! That presents a vastly dif
ferent view from the one given ug an
hour since, The distinct impression
was then conveyed to both our minds
that you were greatly distressed' re-
garding the matter. Is it possible you
can have been acting again?”

“I* Certainly not!" and she made
no attempt to hide her indignation.
“What do you mean?"

He hesitated an instant in hile re-
ply, feeling that posaibly he was
treading upon thin Jce. But her eyes
commanded a direct answer, and he
yielded to them.

“We were Informed that you expe-
rienced great anxlety for [fear we
might quarrel—so great, Indeed, that
you had confided your troubles to an-
other.”

“To whomT"

“Mliss Spencer. She came to us os-
tensibly [n your name, and as & peace-
maker."

For & moment she sat gazing direct.
1y at him, then she laughed softly.

“Why, how supremely ridiculous; I
can hardly belleve It true, only your
face tells me you certainly are not
in play. Lient. Brant, I have mpever
even dreamed of such a thing. You
had informed me that your mlisslon
was one of peace, and he pledged me
his word not to permit any quarrel,
I had the utmost confldence In you
both.”

“How, then, did she even know of
our meeting?"

“I am entirely In the dark, as mys-
tified as you,"” "she acknowledged,
frankly, “for It has certainly never
been a habit with me to betray the
confldence of my friends, and I learn-
ed long since not to confide secrets to
Miss Spencer.'

Apparently nelther cared to discuss
the problem longer, yet he remained
silent consldering those questions
which might decide his fate,

“You speak of your confldence in
us. both,” he said, slowly, "“To me
the complete trugt you repose in Mr.
Hamplon 18 scarcely comprehensible.
Do you truly belleve in his reform?"

“Certainly. Don't you?"

The direct return questlop served'
to nettle and confuse him. "It is,
perhaps, not my place to say, as my
future happiness does not directly de-
pend on the permanence of his
reformation. But'if his word can be
depended upon, your happlness to a
very large extent does.”

She bowed. “I have no doubt :'uu
can' safely repose confidence in what-
ever he may have told :fou regerding
me."

“You Indorse, then, lhe claims he

advances?”

“"You are- very Insistent; yet I
know of no good reason why I should
not answer. Without at all knowing
the nature of those claims to which
you refer, I have no hesitancy In say-
ing that I possess such complete con-
fidence In Bob Hampton as to reply
unreservedly yvee, But really, Lisut.
‘Brant, T should prefer talking upon,
some other tople, It 'is evident that
you two gentlemen are not friendly,

yet there is no reagon why any mis |

understanding between you should in:
terfere with our friendship, 15 there?"
- She asked this question’ with such:

perl’eet inaomce that Bnn:'beueved i

The' tempmtures on 't.ha 'Eth" a
emged about 10 degrees helmr t.he g

mal; but they:were:practically normaj ~J.
inches) fell from: p.m to 4 p.m. rasu

ditring the reat of the week. "The, ]:.ig‘l
et temperatures occurred on the Sth.

. The rainfall was: ‘generally n‘i‘lghtl:r
dencieut over the morihwest countles,
and moderately heayy in sections! of
the southwestern and north central
countles, The 1alls- were s&nara.lty
slighty above the normal in other sec:
tions..
5th and Oth, belng reayy on t.ha 8th
in ‘sections of Putnam, melm. Mar-
lon, Taylor and * Harrison! counlies:
Over some of the central | countles
showers occurred Jally from the Gth
to the 8th, Inclusive:

There was much cloudiness in all
sections umtil the 10th and the sun-
shine averaged only about 65 per cent.
of te possible amount. The week was
unfavorable for out-door work.

Remarks by Corrupnndentl. 5

(Name of postofiice (s following by
name of county.)

Panhandle Sectiof.

Bayard, Grant — The weather was
showery and’ generally cloudy. The
sunshine ‘averaged about 48 per cenl.
of the possible amount. — Solomon
Clark,

Burlington, Mineral — The  condi-
tions were favorable for gr_owth bur
were unfavorable for out-door work.
The weather was cloudy and showery,
with considerable fog—J. W. Vandl-
ver. -

Charles Town, Jeﬂerson - Out-door
work was much retarded by frequenr.
showaers, The conditions were ‘favora-
ble for growth.—W. T. McDonald.

Franklln, Pendleton — The weather
was showery and unfayorable for out-
door wnr!r—Rev 'S, 8. Oliver.

Harpers Ferry, Jeflerson — Bhow-
ers fell on the 4th, 5th, 9th and 10th,
glving a total rainfall of .88 of an inche
The conditions were favorable—8. W.
Lightner.
i Southern Section,

Banecroft, Putnam—Showers -fell on
the 5th ani 7th, Very heavy rain
(2.05 inches) fell from 10 a. m. to
1:30 p. m. on the 9th, The mornings
were foggy. The sunshine averagei
about 55 per'cent. of the possible
amount—James HIIL

Duncan, Jackson—Showers fell on
the Gth, Tth and 9th. The rest of the
week was generally fair. There were
three foggy mornlogs.—J. 8, HAarvey.

Blkhort, McDowell— Showers fell
on the 5th, Tth and 0th. The week op:
ened eool.—John' J. Lincoln.

Mountain Cove, Fayette—The weath-
er was showery and warm.—L. P. Wil-
lis. !

Oceana; Wyoming—The weather was
showery and moderately warm.—E.
M. Senier.

Priestly, Lincoln—Rain fell on the
5th, 7th and 10th.” The weather was
cpol—Miss, Norma Clark,

Princeton, Mercer—The weather was
pleasant and ithe winds were very
{ght. The nighis were cool and there
were no high day lemperatures, Show-
ers fell on the Bth, Tth and 8th. The
sunshine averaged about 60 per cent.
of the possible amount.—H. Scott,

“Ravenswood, Jackson—The weather
was generally cloudy, with fog bn ev:
ery morning but the Gth. Showers
fell on the 6ih and 9th. The sunshine
averaged about 50 per cent., of the
possible amount.—Q, T. Perry.

Willlamson, Mingo — The weather
moderately cool and pleasant; but the
sunshine only averaged 45 per cent.
of the possible amount. The ralnfall
was llight—J. F. Keyser.

Northern Section.

Creston, Wirt — The weather was
showery and the iemperatures were
moderate—J1. M. Reed,

Elkins, Randolph—The temperature
was about normal and the rainfall was
40 of an Inch above the normal. Show-

Showers were general on ' the|

on the 9thl, Bhowers also 1L on thel:

ﬁth 6th and Tth—H. Glpm} E‘lemlng

Lewiston; Kanawha— The weather

WAS, very nhower: Heavy. rain fell on
the sth.—W O, Henson.

Glenyllte, dlmer.—Jhe fora’ pgrt o!
the weel was cool:and’ partly. cloudy,
Thunder was, heard on the 7th anl
oth. ‘The sunshine averaged. about. §0

per; cent." of the pnuﬂ:le amouul‘.— =] )

8 W. Wilson,

Lost Creak. Han‘lm—'l‘ha weather
was very cloudy, with freqent showarn
-Al!en. Smith.

Mannington, Marlon— Showers !eli
on the 5th, 6th and §th. The aunnkl'ne
averaged about: 50 per. cent, of the
possible amount. The week opened
very cool—James A, Morgan,

Moundsviile, Marshall — Thunder
storms. occurrell on the 8th, fth and
10th. The mornings were foggy. The
sunshine averaged 44 per cent. of the
possible amount. — C. B, Haddox.

Parkersburg, Wood — The temper: 1

ature averaged 1 degree below the nor-
mal and the rainfall' .was .15 of ac
inch below the mormal,
shower fell on' the. Gth and a very
light shower on the 7th. “The/ sunshine
averaged 62 per cent. of the possible
amount, —Section enter. !
TPhilippl, Barbour— The week: was
cloudy, showery, and untamrable ror
out-door work. The, mornings of the

2d. 4th and 9th were foggy, and. ‘thun- |-

der storms occurred on the Tth and
oth. The sunshine averaged G0 per
cent. of the possible amount—J. D.
Dadisman, 4

Rowlesburg, Preston—B8howers  fell
on the 4th, 6th and 10th; being heavy
on the 6th.—F. R. Proudfoot.

Weston, Lewis—The weather was
clondy and showery. The nights were
cool and the days moderately Warm.
The mornings were fogpr-ulu C.
M.. Davis.

Wheeling, Ohlo—The weather was
partly cloudy to cloudy, with' occasion-
al showers—Miss M.:B. Forsyth.

H. C, HOWE, Section Director.

_—

TO A DEAD MOTHER.

Since thou hast gone, I often see
In garden eloues

Falnt-visloned effigie s of thee
Among' the roses;

Some semblance «of  thy beauty's

:bloom,

Some Ay ur uf the sweet periume
That clung around thee,

But never was [ fain to say

wrhis rose s thine” until to-day—
To-day [ found thee. '

8 ]

Where poverty In squalor lles,
Within the city;
Where summer burns but never slghs
With breath-of pity, .
How little speaks of thee; but there
Thy rose of roses, sweet and fair
1 found this morning!
The "white rose In Its broken pot
An attle window's garden-plot
[ saw adorning.

Ne'er bloomed a sweeter flower of love |,

In greenest valley,

Thap thal white rose, set higa above
The squalld alley.

If anywhere on earth thou art,

Here would'st thou hide thy mother

heart
In self: ahasement,

This rose must house thy spirlt mild |

To cheer the little sickly child
Behind that casement.
—T.'A, Daly in Catholic Standard and

Times,
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