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AVE you ever heard of the fed
eral policemen?

The federal pollcemen arae
who guard the government's
They are men who take

riaks of life limb in

the men

traff)
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lines

greates: and

*h

performance of their dally tasks

vet they get no distingu'shed service
TOoSAcs, no citations for bravery and
no commendation for herole conduct
except the approving nod of a suneri-

satisfaction

Th‘..
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nf

em-
duty

knowled T

done,

When a business corporation takes
measures of defense it must da so
with one eve on the expense account,

of protection will not

g0 that the cost
mount bevond the profits or even the
ineome of the business. But when the

Department of Justice sets itself to

the task of chasing eriminals and
breaking up criminal practices, it does
not need to worry over anything but
the end in view \nd 1t does not let
th matter of expense stand {n the
way.

Public Famillar With
Passenger Traln Robberies,
Train thing
Tales of daring bandite who stop fast
the malls

robbing 1B

mn new
4. no 1 W

passenger trains to loot and

the 1EeTS Are

about as old as rall
We ustomed to
gtories, and now to movies, in which
ints of robbers “go-

PaEas

are ac

roading itself

we find tha acco

ing through” trains But all the ro-

ance, all the plcturesqueness of this
form of c¢rime has been exploited in
tales of the robberieg only of passen.
ger trains. That thleves find more
profit in attacking freight cars has

been overlooked —perhaps because,
when the sitpaticn {8 investigated, it
{s found out that freight train robbing
{e a pretty common matler,

To remove the freight traffic of the
country from the attacks of thleves,

or. in any p‘l‘b"nt‘ o I!‘qSF‘n the dlm&.:"

done. the Rallroad administration has

of fcderal pollce-

established a force
in all the railroad centers of the
New York, Chicago, Denver,

Pittsburg, St Louls
other clities which are
shipping receiving centers for
jous rallroads have branches

ice system for the protection

men
"‘]!;l'f:-
Qan Francliaco
anid all the

and
the var
of this P :
of goods in transit from one point to

another.

{t is not altogether the matter of
ing hide-and-seek with thieves

a state which concerns the gov-

BCTOSE
ernment's railroad policemen, The
hief gses occur right in the yards
around the large rallroad concentra-
L Opportunity is greater there
an out on the line somewhere, When
a lving on & siding awalting the
{O1 tion of a train they are in far
re danger than when creeping along
i ails behind a sweallng, panuug
d -
Last June, realizing the vilal need
ror fghting the criminals who infest

irbad vards, the government organ-
d ta ral ad poill iorce, center-
quadrons of men, varying in size
it tl demand of a particular lo-
A M ransport DN centers ol
ad svstems of the countr
I'l \ aia ":' ‘11 10
L employed by
ads T1The new 1Ofce was
¢ ditiop t© taée protection
: z utilized by the rallroads
W ¥ [ Was UIBl '__~'..LD.:§1.—
t experienced the d.dficulties al-
untered b new organiza-
\ not Kknow exact-
4 i 1 : eV Al
a 1en empioyed on the
el g od { e 0ol
being xpert detleclives, Lheilr
A § etl g ] ed
new ¢ WAS not very great
8 A had 1« devote
| \ 1 study 0 the situation
B 1 { hadits {'.‘.‘ the !r\'!l{!.t car
OL Y s
Cro \ ob freight cars are 1o
R ey do their work with
U o oh
auch sk nd ficlency that a cafl
ay &4 St. L with
the entrances sealed and even
ed down and arrive in Peoria next
. pparen 18 intact ag when it
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«ta will nd to have been
0 i. Whe the robbery
B o % ed how could bhavi
i ‘ 0 DIreas E 1 S
} wi s | ais Wor
B i : . Aanjalyzied
t} ' | AEenis €
T G w e1l¢ Ve
4
5 W A2CeT
o : l. Lo AW
differs environment
Ak wlich he robleries weare comanitl

CAPTURE THE FREIGHT SBANDITS,
BOTH CAN SHOOT STRAIGHT A ANHA
ARND BOTH HAVE PLENTY 0 QRN
SHOW THEIR SKILL. WHEE
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URICLE SAM LOOKS TO HIM TO KILL OR —

-

ROBRPOR
M

ed, Criminals are very much alike:
it is only an occasional exception
where work does not follow certain

definite precepts. Sizing up the situ-
ation, the officers quickly learned how
thelr prey worked: and they also
learned that they were to encounter &
bold and determined type, men who
carried guns and who could and did
shoot upon occaslon.

Advautage Is With
I'hief In Frelght Yard

Many circumstances pecullar to

freight yards were taken advantage of
1
L

w the thieves The Y make Very gt_lthd

uge of an empty box car sianding be-
gide a loaded one. Once galning en-
trance to the loaded car, such goods
as are desired can be removed and

placed in the empty. When the load-
er car is switched out of the vards ths
stolen goods remain in the empty and
may be taken away at leisure. A dark
end of the yards is a bad place to
As occasionally

leave a loaded car.

when an engine or Lwo AI€ standing
o that thelr lights illuminate thz
track and vards ahead, the cars hehind
for the light of the cuglnes

suffer, ‘
both to prevent observers irom

Burves S
seeing movements around the cars and

to permit a gsentinel to see anyone
coming down the tracks, .
thieves can withdraw at the approach

- i N >
of an office}

In order to circumvent
tages galned by the thieves
the detectives have had to resort
L - . - '
tactics which has called for all the at-
a0

tributes of courage and hvruism.. They
had themselves in the

have had lie in wall behind
on the roofs of cars or
under cars And a little
ttle of guns is rather

so that the

the advan-
gtrategy,
to

to loc K

have
CATS, 10
piles of ties,
on the tracks
thing like & ba
the Customary thing.

There are geveral classes of crim-

, cars. The hard-
is the eminently
emply a Car and

inals who molest the
eat one to deal with
skilled type which

., 1t to all appearan
| the doors “spiked.”
one which goes after
breazing
car and

ces untouched,
fea k

scals intact and
Another class is
. iy safe haul,
.Uf a solitary
in the greatest dis-

a comparalive

the door
leaving every thing
order. Bunglers who play the .
‘his manner are mere beginners,
s first poise and make
their work. And

the DEEro
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game

in
They rus at the
no effort to cover up
another class of thieves

which is to the skilled work-

to a first-

18

element, -
man Wwhat & PICKPOCREL is
class safeblower.

the war, when labor was

During
“poomers” egtered the

scarce, a lot of
game and played it from the most in-
sidious standpoint possibie from the
inside. A ~“boomer’ a man who,
yst released from gels tem-
rary employment when help is bad-
rs"’' were a
source trouble, but

were not as lla{'d 10 trace 48 llbt. Inore

prison,
ly needed. These “boomt
of considerable

polished crafisman,

T. J. sulllvan, the
in charge the Flying Squad-
ron of one of the largest yards in the
country, relatesg the story of a "boom-
his assiduous WOrk in re-
from freight

ficel of

er who, 101
DIOVILE Yarious

as they passed through East St

S

articies

Cars
louis, returned to the Federal FPrison
at Leavenworth exactly one year aft-

er he had been released from tLat 1o-

The man. after his release, drifted
about for a long time until he Onally

in & certain city, and becaus:
of men BOL &4 Job as
before the war snded.

shortage
clerk Jjust
work until
the
cars which A freight car
contalping clothing and sbhoes came

was not very long at
irregularity appeared among

he checked,
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into the yards one evening. When It
entered the yards records showed Yhat
it was sealed on both sides with a
Baltimore and Ohio seal, and the doors
were splked.
car a place

Instead of giving the
on the next outgoing
train, this “boomer” allowed the
to stay over unti]l the night,
when he checked it out under a Baltl-
more and Obhlo

2 different seal

both doors spiked.

Car

second

seal on one slde and
on the other, with

Admits Part In Theft
And Returns to Prison.

When the car arrived at its destina-
ton word was immediately wired b

that it bhad been robbed.
were viewed, and SUApicion fastened
upon the when the irregularity
ol his records appeared. He -
rested and questioned. AS

ack

The records

clerk
was ar-
W a8 (o LI'

expected, he denied any knowledge of

I o
he missing contents of the car., Bur
his |

room was searched and in it the
officers found much of the st
- LS S L 2|

ported missing. The man then .1d::1.;;
ted his guilt, and confessed that, with
the aid of outside accoemplices, he had
robbed the car. He even confessed
that his two accomplices and Le
planned a prolonged engagement at

that particular yard, where he could

use his inside position 0 aid in rob-
bing cars. He resumed his acquaint-
ance with Leavenworth three weeks
ago.

Sullivan states, however, that the
“"boomer” has about passed with the
avallability of honest men to pick

from and with the return of old rall-
road men who have been in the army
or the navy,

The man who makes robbing of
freight cara a profession means busi-
negs, in the cowardly way in which
ke does business, He Iz invariabls
armed wilh & good-sized, workable
h«

advantage of

gix-shooter, whieh knows how to
He takes
darkness,
wiil have
attacked, and is willing to give
if need be.

The work for the night is decided
upon in the daytime. The Jease James
freight
to spot the cars which
That are
the many hapgers-on around the yards

use, night's

usually

maleuvers =20 tha

1tice 4

he a favorable position
battle

of the yards utilizes the da)

he wlill rob at

night the robbors among
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poliice are certain But the

CCTS €4l nol ImaKe arrests on a

position of that matter

Then men
who in tu
daytime, paylng no particular heed to
anything, are undoubtedly the men

wWia0 come at night and break into cars.

sOrt, no

seems o be

prowl about freight yards

T;‘:"} gelect their l'l‘;"' tive In

time And

the day-

thelr

they do WOTK so0
casually that they do not seem to be
on any criminal mission Let @n of-
ficer of the government be moving
around the yards, and every stranger
in the place knows of It A fTew glg

nals are passed around the tracks, and
everybody becomes a model of discre-
which yeggmen

tian
LAl

One signal the
bhave ia the flapping of the arms to in-
dicate “Flying Squadron.,” Another is

the 1al ;_-:l'lbi of the breast as two crooks

'.';;t:-ﬁ eacil (]_—Jl‘_ i l t& 3 means !-ra's'.l
there is an officer about—the tapping

. i -~ i = Y naT's
being an indication of the ollcer:

badge which §s worn under the coat
Having chosen a promising car, the

bandits return at night o reap s
harvest of their seleclion But they
want more than the mere darkness

aid them in their work, They are cer-
tain to pick a faver or
position. If a loaded car 1s slanding
alongside of an empty, or if the
to be attacked is in an out-of-the-wa)

|:': the

Lad

strategie

ible
Car

yards if an engine's

light of a building il-

corner or
beadlight or the
ijuminates the approach to the car so
beyond the robbers

coming in their

that from the dar!

can detect anybody

direction, then tley consider that the
setting is favorable enough 0 go to
WOrk,
One Man Killed, Others
Are dSent o FPenitentiary,

In the last month two men went to

the Federal Penitentiary for stealing

a gquantity of whisky and CIEATrS. The

third member of the pandit trio which
pulled” the job was buried *wo days
= P e "R 5 v . - *3} . 1 - - 3.

alle] L0 allall -IL & pPoiice nb'\.-t“‘d

during the daytime that a car was re-
ceiving particular attention from a

pair of strapgers., Just after dark an
officer, well wrapped in a big over-
coat, crawled underneath the car to
await events. Another found a spot
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behind a pile of ties near by.
The expected happened. T
car, fcrced the
oné of them climbed ip and began to
hand out the cigars and whisky to his
confederates, Whil tLree visitors
engeged, the

om

fée men

came to the door, and

the
were buslly officer
on the
and, covering
lhe two mien outside, placed them un-

The
suited
had taken, opened

I"\]t ne

crawied out his position

tracks under the car

der arrest lad in the ecar how-

CVer, not

wilh the turn affairs
ﬁ}'{' filﬂcn-;'
not as good a ghot as

Hu

on tihe
was
Uhele Sam's agent.
later,

was the man

w hose

Un

funeral was held

the

two days
officers

rubber tires

another

OCCision
discovered a quantiy of
cached in an out-of-the-way corper of
a rallroad vard, immediately
interred that the hed been
freshly stolen. Upon examination the

records showed no notice of the thefl

They

articies

Gl the Ures had vet been recelived
The conclusion mad n g that tho
L JUCIUSI01 1314 Was Ladatl LI

thief would regurn 1hat night to earry
the tires away.

Accordingly two officers were de-
tailed to the ashe all night.
Fast midnight a wagon containing
four meén drove up and three
men dismounted.

The

stolen

watch

0L 14¢

three men appreoached
tires and bezan Carry them
back to the wagon when the officers
stepped cut and cal'ed on them to halt
The
whipped
The other
vwhen one man
two surrendered.
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down, the other
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They are now sery-

ing their terms in the federal prison
and the wounded man is slowly re-
covering 1o go w trial for his share of

the parwy.
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robbers For ten weeks in ession
& car which bore a daily nsignment
of merchandise from St. Louis to Pe
oria, was broken Inte and b
without any visible sign of the
remaining on the car, When e
BIEDIMent arrivea i 28 t
receiver invariably found that the ca
had been enters of i
goods stolen,

In order to catel § i eV
two of Chilef Sullivan g §
dered to loucl 1
one night and awal dey I {
The chief was the « -
Knew of the movq I'h i
€0 as sual t r ¥ 3
Bedled the 1w i i i1

. i -
Bid I'hevy had y
watler, a day ra I Vol
Withh spare am L Da )
aXe€8 with which 1 Ll avy o
O. 1he ar n [ ni a8t 4! KL
a 1edule of t} rip wrried an
] L Ous deéla el ied

The two offi E ed a |
al one end of the r and settled th
gelves behind a4 Darricade of boxs al
crates rresentlh ! r 3
up and switched baick a ;
thie train was being nad ] 11
regular trip of t a a P a
where it was 10 be delivered to the (
P. and St. L. Railway for dellve
some point along the line of that roa
U]h'nb Dﬂur With.
out Breaking the Seal,

Finally the train i n
and It went a Br
nue vards in St La befor t i
another stop tg add more cars to t
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