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SPANISH SWINDLERS. 
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The State Department Calls Atten
tion to the Operation of Swin

dlers Operating in This 
Country. 

We are in receipt of the following 
circular letter from the State De
partment at Washington, regarding 
Spanish swindlers: 
The * So-Called "Spanish Swindle." 

The Department of State, at 
Washington, has received a report 
from the American Consul-General 
at Barcelona, Spain, in regard to the 
band of swindlers operating in vari
ous town and cities in Spain, who 
make a practice of writing to per
sons in the United States respecting 
the imprisonment of a' relative and 
the guardianship of a child. 

The Consul-General states that 
the alleged prisoner generally de
scribes himself .as a political prisoner 
from Cuba; he is at the point of 
death and has but one friend—the 
prison priest—through whose good 
offices he is enabled to smuggle an 
occasional letter out of the prison 
fort. 

The prisoner is rich. He has a 
fortune in cash on deposit in the 
United States, but the certificate of 
deposit is concealed in a secret re
ceptacle in his valise; the valise 
itself has been taken possession of 
by, ths« court at Carthagena, which 
tried and condemned him, and will 
be held until the prisoner or his rep
resentative has satisfied the cost6 of 
the trial. The prisoner has an only 
daughter; dying, in his prison, his 
sole thought is of this beloved off
spring. He has no friend or rela
tives in Spain to whose care he can 
commit her. In his emergency his 
thoughts turn to the distant relative 
in the United States whom he has 
never seen and of whom he knows 
only through hearsay or the family 
tree. Will the distant relative as
sume the guardianship of his darl
ing daughter, and the darling daugh
ter's fortune of about $30,000? If 
the distant relative accepts the trust 
one-fourth of the prisoner's entire 
fortune will be the material reward. 
The good priest will go at once to 

. the United States and take the darl
ing daughter with him. There is 
but one condition; the ready money 
which the prisoner brought with him 
to ;Sp$in . has-.-been exhausted; the 
distant relative is therefore request
ed t6 send enough to liberate "the 
valise containing the secret recep
tacle and the certificate of deposit. 
This money is to be sent to the good 
priest at an. address, indicated, and; 
having received it, the .good priest 
will at once secure the valise and 

•start for America, the '.'land of the 

free and home of the brave," with 
the darling daughter. 

The above is generally the first 
letter of the series. It is quickly 
followed by another in which the 
prisoner pathetically states that his 
strength is rapidly failing and the 
end is near. He beseeches his dear 
distant relative to assume the trust 
and be a loving father to the daHing 
daughter. The .third .letter is from 
the good priest himself, who in brief, 
touching terms, and hopelessly bad 
English, announces the death of the 
unhappy prisoner; the good priest 
adds that the darling daughter is un
der his care. He is ready to put his 
promise into execution and start for 
the United States as soon as he shall 
have received the necessary funds 
from the distant relative. The good 
priest frequently encloses with his 
letter a bogus newspaper clipping 
announcing the death in prison at 
Barcelona of the famous Cuban pa
triot (sometimes called Augustin 
Lefiente); the newspaper notice also 
speaks cunningly of the confiscated 
valise and the darling daughter. 

It is a simple scheme, but pre
sented in such a "plausible way that 
almost any unsupecting ".distant 
relative" of European extraction, 
would be more or less deceived by 
the glad prospect of falling heir to 
the agreed custody of a darling 
daughter with a big fortune, and a 
one-fourth interest therein as an ad
ditional recompense. 

Naturally the first impulse of the 
distant relative is to ask a lawyer or 
a judge or some authority what 
course he ought to pursue in the 
premises, but as he- thinks of doing 
this his attention is taken by the 
warning in the prisoner's letter be
seeching him not to mention the 
matter to any livin% soul lest the 
secret of the valise and the hidden 
receptacle be indiscreetly betrayed. 

The valise, after all, with its con
cealed certificate of deposit, is. the 
key to the situation and possession 
must be taken of it before anything 
can be done or said. This (so cun
ningly set forth by the prisoner) is 
very evident to the. distant relative* 
and so he quite frequently preserves 
the secret intact, and instead of con
sulting a lawyer or writing to th<$ 
American Consul-General at Barce
lona he quietly sends a draft for the 
sum demanded to the good priept 
and awaits results. Of course. he 
waits in vairi, and the poor, dead 
prisoner and the good priest and the, 
darling daughter in the course of 
time pass out of Jiis .life, forever, 
leaving him only an uncomfortable 
memory of the. money he bo cheer
fully contributed to the confidence 
game. ^ 

For nearly twenty years these 

same knaves have been practicing, 
their swindle and it iB-needless to-
suggest that they are very carefully 
organized, they have confederates 
not only in the United Skates but to 
most other countries.. ..The confed
erates in question select a man; and 
find out all they can about him; 'they 
get hold of family names,- family ori
gin, and family characteristics. jThis 
information is transmitted to the 
rascals in Spain, and letters are at 
once written to the prospective vic
tim. The scheme is presented and 
developed in a very plausible way 
and many of our fellow-countrymen 
have "bitten" promptly and cheer
fully. 

Under the Spanish law, a felony 
must be consummated before the 
police may act and a mere attempt 
to obtain money by false pretense 
does not appear to warrant arrest. 
The money must be actually paid 
must be present in propria persona 
to testify; otherwise prosecution 
would be useless. 

Recently the letters written to the 
1 distant relative have varied some
what from the original; the political 
prisoner having become-a-noted Rus
sian banker who absconded, leaving 
a deficit of some millions of roubles, 
killed in a quarrel in Qngland an
other Russian and finally took 
refuge in Spain, where he was appre
hended and charged with man
slaughter. 

This change of character, how
ever, is immaterial, and in the fu
ture more new characters will prob
ably be introduced by the gang. The 
scheme is the same, and the publio 
is warned to place no credence in 
such or similar letters. 

Every effort has been made by the 
Department of State and its repre
sentatives in Spain to unmask these 
scoundrels and bring them to justice 
and the Spanish authorities have 
also been active and several mem
bers of the gang have been appre
hended and held for trial, but so far 
no convictions have resulted, owing 
probably to the peculiarity of the 
Spanish law referred to in the' re
port of the Consul-General at Barce
lona. 

Department of State, i 
' Washington, D. C:, Nov., 1909,' 

• A well known citizen of Leon lias 
been hopored .wjth a letter from the 
prisoner referred to in the above cir
cular* which be brought to this office 
some days ago. It was enclosed in a 
blue envelope with a Spanish post
age, stamp-,.:post marked1 Alicarite, 
aWd reada ,as . {glows: ^ 
iiafttieloTt iif Aljcante. Oct. H>,'<T9'. 
/Mr. 

My .Dear Relative:—Having fiot 

the honor to know you, but for the 
references which my dead wife, Mary 
Bartlett, your relative, gave me, who 
in .mentioning the individuals of our 
family praised the honesty and good 
address myself to you for the first 
time, (and possibly the last one, 
considering the grave state of my 
health,) explaining to you my sad 
position and requesting your pro
tection. for .,my only daughter, your 
niece,' 'fiffcaiefi years old", wh'oil keep 
as a pensioner in the college Anglo-
Spanish of Santa Ciena. 

As I am strictly watched by my 
enemies, I hope you will reveal to 
nobody the moBt insignificant detail 
of this letter. 

Being a secretary and treasurer 
of Mr. Mortimer Campus in the last 
war of Cuba, and deserving the con
fidence of such an allustrious gentle
man, placing my capital in public 
fund transactions, so that I might 
make a brilliant position for my 
daughter, whom I ever loved with 
passion since when her mother died, 
now. my fortune increases fast; 
would have been happy had my pro
tector continued at the end of the 
campaign, as no. sooner was he re
placed by the General .Weyler than 
my misfortune presented itself, as I 
could not succeed in making him 
company to Spain, and not being in 
my power to see Cuba ruled by an 
adversary politic, joined the rebel
lion in behalf of tne republic, but as 
we were the victims of the greatest 
treason I was obliged to immigrate 
in English ground, taking along 
with me my money, valued to £29,-
000 sterling. After having resided 
in, London I received the sad news 
my wife had died, leaving my dear 
daughter in despair and without 
help. In this sad situation I found 
myself in the necessity , of coming 
back to Spain to help my daughter 
and bring her in my company to 
your country. 

Before starting, considering as 
imprudent to take alopg with me 
this respectable sum of money, I de
cided to place it in the London bank, 
against a special private contract 
and only as a deposit, as it appears 
in the security document payable to 
the bearer that the bank gave me 
as a guarantee, which document I 
have hidden in a concealed hollow 
of my portmanteau, very well made, 
which the most keenest eves cannot 
find out. 

Then very satisfied that the mon
ey was in security, I started fqr 
Spain to ^lp'my daughter, vhere I. 
was discovered by ., the: military 
authorities,' • brought: immediately 

the Government milttar of 
Cartagens^aad condemned to eigh
teen yeacs penal. servitude-, destined! 
me to undergo my sentence, deprived 

from all communications from out
side. 

When I was sentenced my equip
age and the portmanteau have been 
confiscatea, this embargo was made 
as a guarantee for the payment of 
the costs of my process. There I 
am amidst so many afflictions, not 
expecting any help whatever from 
my enemies. I am only visited by 
the chaplain of the castle, who being 
my tbn-fesBOr., is my best friend. I 
owe to him to being able to write 
this letter. Being aware of my grave 
state of health, which is and will be 
a fatal and prompt one, I trust in 
your discretion and indure me the 
noble wish of pretending your pro
tection should you be kind enough 
to be the support of my daughter, 
trying to make her happy, as per
haps, I may not be able to see her 
again. 

My daughter will possess a for 
tune in money of £29,000, although 
my equipage are confiscated in 
Cartagena, as nobody knows that 
Becret but you. If you are going to 

Death of Arthur Stanley. 

be the protector of my daughter 
expect you will let me know by re
turn of post, and when paying the 
cost of my process, the embargo will 
be raised and then I shall manage 
to send the respectable chaplain 
with my daughter to your house, 
also the equipage. We will act then 
accordingly for getting my capi
tal, which will be granted to my 
daughter, Emilia, in my testament, 
and a part besides for you and your 
family as a justly reward. 

As it is prohibited to me to re
ceive any direct public correspon
dence I expect you will send your 
ansvrer in a -letter not registered, 
and under two envelopes, the one in
side to my name and the one out
side to the name of the servant of 
my protector, the chaplain, who is 
our confidential man. 

Here is his address, 
Spain, 

St. Diego Carrillo, 
Proade Murcia, 

Moratalla. 
I trust in your discretion the fu

ture of my daughter, meantime, I 
remain yours faithfully and rela
tive, CARLOS MIR. 

We are informed by C. H. Chap
man, who recently received a letter 
from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stanley, 
of the sad death of Arthur Stanley 
at his new home at Egbert, Wyo., 
Nov. 10th. The cause of his deat^i * 
being heart and lung trouble. 

Arthur was just recovering fyoip 
an attack of the measles when lie 
.left here about two months ago _and 
his condition was not cOlisi'defed Sat * 
all serious and the news of his un
timely departure comes as a great 
surprise to all his many friends 
here. 

Arthur Stanley, the eldest son o 
Thos. and Manda Stanley, was bortf 
on the home place six miles south-t 
east of Grand River about twenty-, 
four years ago and had lived there, 
all his life until the middle of Octo-; 
ber, when he moved with his par-! 

ents to Egbert, Wyo. He $ras held: 
in highest ftsteem in this community' 
and leaves to mourn his loss, besides 
a sorrowing father and mother, one 
brother, six sisters and a host of 
friends. Interment was made in tike 
Egbert cemetery. 

Arthur was a member of the 
Grand River B. A. Y. Homestead 
and carried a thousand dollars in
surance. The Yeoman hall here will 
be draped for thirty days in memory 
of the departed brother.—Grand 
River Local. 

Mrs. John Helton. 
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This is Worth Remembering. 
Whenever you have a cough or 

cold just remember that Foley's 
Honey and Tar will ctire it/ ^mem
ber the name, Foley's Honey and 
Tar, and refuse substitutes. Bell £ 
Robinson^ 

Perhaps you have thought about 
it—doing your Christmas shopping 
early,. -

For the best , auto oil and batter
ies see H. A. Wright. 

Mary A. Brown was born in Cloud 
county, Kansas, July 7, 1870, died pt 
her home near Pleasanton, Iowtt, 
November 28, 1909, aged 39 years, 
4 months and 21 days. -h 

She was united in marriage to 
John Helton, March 31, 1895, and to 
their union were born eight children, 
five having preceded her to the great 
beyond, and the husband and three 
children and a large circle of dear 
friends are left to mourn her depart
ure. She was an affectionate wife, 
a loving mother and a kind and gen
erous neighbor, ever ready and will
ing to help those who were in need 
of her assistance. She will be great
ly missed in the home and commun
ity. She united with the Church of 
Christ at Pleasanton on January 21, 
1906, and was a faithful member of 
her church. May God's choicest 
blessings rest upon and comfort the 
bereaved family. . 

Funeral services were conducted 
at the home of Rev. N. D. Gordon, in 
the presence of a large concourse of 
sorrowing friends who had gathered 
to pay the last tribute of respect to 
one whom they had known and 
loved for many years. 
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Santa Claus is up-to-date and so is my stock of Holiday Goods 
My purchases this year were a great deal larger than usual and 1 am showing the finest line of 
Christmas presents to be found in southern Iowa. Come in and see the big display of new holiday goods. 

You Can Find Just the Present You Want, Whether It Costs Little or big Money 
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SOME XMAS SUGGESTIONS 
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Jewelry 
Watches, Chains, Charms, 

Rings, Stick Pins, 
CufI Buttons, 

Silverware, 
Clocks. 

Haviland China 
An elaborate showing of 

China, Plates, Cups, Dishes, 
etc. 

A big line of the very 
finest Cut Glass. 

Leather Goods 
A complete line of Dress

ing Cases, Purses, Novelties, 
etc. 

Hammered Brass and 
other novelties. 

Toys 
This store is headquarters 

for toys of all kinds. Every
thing for the children. 
Don't forget to make them 
happy this year. 

Books, Etc. 
A big line of the latest 

standard books, fancy bind
ings, box stationery, etc. 

Pictorial books and book
lets for the little ones. 
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A FOUNTAIN PEN MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT. A FULL LINE IN PLAIN, GOLD AND SILVER TRIMMED. 
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U . R. BASHAW'S HOLIDAY EMPORIUM ANDT0YCENTER 


