
Part Two 

Pages 9 to 16 REPORTER. 16 Pages 

Pages 9 to 16 

ESTABLISHED 1804. JLJBON, IOWA, THDKSDAT, DECE31BKR 16. 1909. "ekIBINVCXL. XXXV NO. 17. 

IP THE COMET FALLS. 

What May Happen if Halley's Cornet 
Strikes the Earth. 

The astronomers announce that 
Halley's comet is approaching the 
earth at the rate of a milion miles a 
day. As Halley's is the most splen
didly attractive (otherwise the most 
alarming) of all our regular comets, 
they add that we need not fear that 
it will strike the earth, because it 
will not come closer to us than 13,-
•00,000 miles. 

This is the scientific schedule, but 
that does not keep any one who 
wishes to be inspired with proper 
awe on the approach of our most re
markable comet from asking what 
might take place if for any reason it 
leaves the scientific schedule, as 
Biela's comet did when it did the 
most remarkable thing thus far 
know in the history of the solar sys
tem since men have begun to watch 
the sky. That is, after coming back 
over and over on schedule time, until 
it was supposed to be as regular as 
the earth itself, it split in two, un
derwent final shipwreck somewhere 
in the heavens, and, according to the 
last supposed to be known of it, fell 
on earth several hundred miles east 
of El Paso, Texas. 

The probability that this was the 
last of that comet is conceded by 
such cautious astronomers as Prof. 
Young, of Princeton. It is an au
thentic record, valued because it is 
about as near the history of Biela's 
< omet as we will ever get. It cer
tainly is. lost, and it is thought that 
wp have the last trace of it on earth 
now in a lump of nickle-iron which 
fell in Mexico, when supposed frag
ments of the lost comet (called 
"Bielids" after the astronomer, 
Biela, who discovered it) were being 
watched for and expected to fall in 
a shower somewhere on earth, if 
they were not burned to vapor by 
heat from friction as they were beiusr 
whirled through the earth's atmos
phere in falling. Although Halley's 
comet has been coming back regu
larly every 76 or 77 years since it is 
supposed to have appeared with its 
tail filling the sky before the fail of 
Jerusalem, it may end finally as 
Biela's comet did, falling in a star 
shower on earth, or on some other 
planet, or into the sun, or scat
tering through space around the 
sun 1n masses perhaps of nickle-iron, 
unseen on earth, unless the earth 
captures them out of space an^tet& 
them blazing through the sky a? 
thejt falL 

Suppose we were to capture Hal-
ley s comet and it were really to fall, 
what would become of the earth ,-or 
of the comet? 

That is a fair question for all who 
wish to keep a proper scientific awe 
of our finest regular comet. It may 
offer something to take the place of 
the unscientific awe which used to 
send thousands to their knees re
membering their sins and praying 
for pardon, as soon as Halley's comet 
began to spread its magnificent tail 
across the sky. In other words it 
made them try to think, which was, 
no doubt, the best thing a comet 
could do for them. 

Another important question is 
whether Halley's comet will bring its 
magniflcient tail back with it, re
stored to its ancient and awful splen
dor. If it does not, the world, 
learned and unlearned, will be dis
appointed, for a comet without a tail 
is not awful or sublime enough to 
be worth growing either enthusias
tic or repentant over. We cannot 
tell about the tail. It may come back 
with the comet, reduced 30 per cent, 
or it may finally be lost altogether 
or increased back to awful magnifi
cence, streaming across the sky in 
such a spectacle as can be hoped for 
on earth once in a lifetime. 

If it recovers its tail in its full 
historic splendor, Halley's will be 
too magnificent a comet to be lost, 
according to our way of looking at 
comets. It is not a third-rate as
tronomer's comet, like Biela's, but a 
comet for everybody, with all man
kind interested in it. It may set all 
the gongs in Asia beating while we 
are watching it through telescopes. 
Millions who do not know enough to 
be frightened at the' idea of- itfr 
striking the earth may find it awful 
enough to make them try hard to 
think, with results which, while they 
last, may seem to them the most 
awful they ever felt in their lives. 

While all who are intelligently 
interested in comets will want Hal
ley's back, regularly, tail and all, as 
something to think about, there is a 
chance that it will lose its tail and 
also a chance, very remote now, that 
it may be shipwreked finally and lost 
in space. It is a "chance" only until 
the law is learned. The chance is 
worth discussing only in the hope of 
learning more of the law. Can a 

'comet lawfuly get out of its regular 
path and be pulled down finally by 
the earth or some other planet? That 
is a question of law, and as far as we 
have learned the law the answer is 
that it can. 
• We do not know much yet about 
the law. All we are beginning to find 
out dates from the night in January, 
4846, when Prof. Challis looked 
through his telescope at the Cam
bridge observatory and could not be
lieve his eyes. The spectacle he saw 
in the heavens was too astonishing 
to believe. It was Biela's comet 

split iu two distinct comets. &uch a 
thing had never been heard of or 
imagined as possible. But in some 
way it had actually occurred! Had 
the cornet exploded by its own 
forces? Had it come within reach 
of the attraction of one of the plan
ets and had been pulled apart? What 
must become of a comet after being 
thus split in pieces? Could it come 
within range of the earth and be 
captured and pulled down to the sur
face? If so, would it jar the earth 
in its orbit or set the planet on fire. 

All we will ever have in the way of 
a final answer to these questions as 
they belong to the complete and final 
loss of Biela's comet is given official
ly now in the records of Mexico in 
the .statement recorded by Senor 
Jose A. Bonila, director of the as
tronomical observatory in the state 
of Zacatacas. In November, 1885, 
it was supposed that between the 
twenty-fourth and twenty-ninth of 
that month the earth would pass in 
space through or near the fragments 
left by Biela's comet. As they were 
then called "Bielids," it had been 
concluded that they were a swarm of 
hundreds of thousands or perhaps 
millions of small masses of meteoric 
matter, perhaps weighing from an 
ounce up to a ton or more. It was 
feared that if the earth passed 
through them and drew them to the 
surface in daylight they would not 
be seen at all, but would either burn 
up in gas or else fall in a few scat
tering stones on distant parts of the 
earth. This might have occurred 
in other places, but on a ranch near 
Mazapil, in the state of Zacatacas, 
one of them (or a mass of nickel-
iron belonging to some group of the 
same kind) was seen to fall and re
covered at once by the owner of the 
ranch, who made the deposition tak
en down in Spanish by Senor Bonila 
and translated by William Earl Hid
den, to close the last chapter in the 
story of Biela's lost comet: 

"It was about 7 o'clock on the 
night of November 27, 18SR>," said 
the ranchman in his deposition, 
"when 1 went out to the corral to 
feed the horses. Suddenly I heard a 
loud sizzling noise, exactly as 
though something red hot was being 
plunged into cold water, and almost 
instantly there followed a somewhat 
loud thud. At once the corral was 
covered with a phosphorescent light, 
while suspended in the air were 
small, luminous sparks, as though 
from a rocket. I had not recovered 
from my surprise before I saw this 
luminous air disappear and there re
mained on the groujBjil only suc|l a 
ligfit as is made whejr% match is be
ing rubbed. A.nuttber, of people 
came running t8|f£r^ m& from Uie 
neighboring houses 4»d lln j' iMitpi il 

me to quiet the horses which had be-
some much excited. We were afraid 
of being burned. We all asked what 
could be the matter. In a few mo
ments, when we had recovered from 
our fear, we saw the light disappear. 
Bringing lanterns, we found a hole 
in the ground and in it a ball of 
light. We retired to a little distance, 
fearing it would explode and harm 
us. Looking up to the sky, we saw 
exhalations of stars which went with
out noise. We returned after a lit
tle and found in the hole a hot stone 
we could barely handle. This, on the 
next day, we saw looked like a piece 
of iron. All night it rained stars. 
We saw none fall to the ground, as 
they all seemed to be extinguished 
while yet high up." 

If this stone, the only one known 
to have reached the earth out of the 
"rain of stars," is all that is left of 
Biela's comet, there is 10% pounds 
left of it in the shape of a mass of 
iron ore, showing such "pits" from 
contraction after great heat as the 
telescope shows in a much larger 
way on the face of the moon. 

As this was considered the most 
distinguished visitor that had ever 
reached the earth from infinite space, 
it was presented as a mark of his 
distinguished consideration by Prof. 
Bonila to William Earl Hidden, as 
one of the most distinguished Ameri
can mineralogists, who was also an 
authority on meteors and meteoric 
minerals. Analysis showed that it 
was 91.26 per cent iron,' 7.84 per 
cent nickel, 65-100 per cent cobalt, 
30-100 per cent phosphorus, with 
traces of sulphur, carbon and chlo
rine. Mr. Hidden wrote its history 
in the American Journal of Science. 
In the Century Magazine of August, 
1885, he answered the question, "Is 
it a piece of a comet?" by summing 
up the evidence in connection with 
the known history of Biela's lost 
comet, since it split in 1846 and re
turned as two comets in 1852, to dis
appear finally in what were supposed 
to be a swarm of "bielids." 

"At the time of the fall of this 
meteorite," (in New Mexico), Hid
den writes, "it was ten hours after 
the maximum numbers of meteors 
was observed. The earth was meet
ing with only the stragglers of the 
train, it cannot be doubted that the 
cosmkal dust proceeding from the 
disintegration of Biela's comet whol
ly enveloped the earth and was seen 
as meteors from every part of it. 
Such was the magnificence of the 
celestial phenomena in some parts of 
the eastern continent that some peo
ple beweved there would be no more 
stars left in the sky." 

Biela's comet ha&^jfeturned regu-
larly jn a period 6fi3P*nttle less than 
se\v**ij»e«A%ntil it underwent com

plete shipwreck in the heavens. No 
one ever expects to see it again. The 
end, as far as known, is this star 
shower in the night the Bonila bieli'd 
was picked up in Mazapil, to give us 
the best knowledge we have of what 
may be expected when a comet falls. 

Biela's lost comet does not com
pare with Halley's, which must have 
billions of stones or small and large 
masses of matter, probably nickel-iron 
in its magnificent head. If it were 
shipwrecked by Jupiter, by the earth 
or by any other planet, these, if they 
were drawn close enough by the 
planet to break the hold the sun has 
on them, may do a number of inter
esting things. 

They might revolve around the 
earth at a distance, collecting in such 
a ring as that of Saturn, wlnen is 
supposed to be consposo.l of an in
finite number of such stones, or they 
might whirl closer and closer in re
volving around it until finally the 
largest of them, which do not burn 
up in the atmosphere by friction, 
must fall as this bielid fell in Mexico. 
The hope of getting a beautiful earth 
ring, such as that of Saturn's, by 
capturing comets, is very small, if 
only because comets have not matter 
qnough in them to make it. 

The Care of Gold Fish. 

Indiana Wins Corn Prizes at Corn 
Show. » 1 

Somebody recently asked for in
formation in regard to the care of 
gold fish through the winter. The 
fish should have plenty of pure, fresh 
air, and if the globe is small, the 
water should be changed every day; 
if the globe is large, every two days 
would • be sufficient. The water 
should be kept at an even tempera
ture," similar to that maintained dur
ing the summer time. Do not feed 
too much. There is danger of getting 
them too fat, and the result is death. 
If they seem sick at any time take 
them out of the globe and put them 
in a little weak salt water, and leave 
them there a short time, and then 
put them back into the globe. Well 
water is the best kind to use. Small 
shells and gravel are good in the bot
tom of the globe. 

One step won't take you very far 
—you've got to keep on walking; 
one word won't tell folks what you 
are—you've got to keep,on talking; 
one inch won't make you very tall— 
you've got to keep on growing; one 
little "ad" won't do it all—you've 
got to keep 'em going. -

When some folks retire unto 
themselves they have to be satisfied 
with mighty close quarters. 

When a man puts on dignity he 
must have to borrow it, for he that 
must put it on never has-any. 

Fred C. Palin, of Newton, Indiana, 
has won the prze for the best ear of 
corn in the world at the National 
Corn Exposition being held in Oma
ha; J. R. Overstreet, of Franklin,' 
has won the grand champion sweep
stakes for the best ten ears and an
other Indiana man, C. L. Kerlin, of 
Franklin, won the first prize for the 
best bushel of seventy ears in the 
world. 

The Exposition opened in Omaha, 
Monday, December 6, and continues 
until December 18. The judging 
was all done before the gates opened 
and the three Indiana men had the 
honors. 

Mr. Palin wins the famous Kellogg 
trophy, worth $1,000; J. R. Over-
street gets the ? 1,000 silver trophy 
offered by the Indiana Corn Growers 
Association, while Mr. Kerlin wins 
prizes worth 5500. 

This is the third year in succes- i 
sion which Indiana has won tho 
grand champion sweepstakes at the 
National Corn Expositions. 

"I have worked seven years to 
grow the best ear of corn in the 
world," said Mr. Palin. "Its parent 
stock consisted of Reed's Yellow 
Dent and Alexander Gold Standard. 
We planted two rows of the other, 
cutting oft the tassels of the Gold 
Standard corn the first two years. 
This gave us the seed from which 
the best ear of corn in the world was 
grown." 

Judges who passed on the single 
ear said: "It is the best ear the 
world ever produced. Indiana is to 
be congratulated as the ear is far 
superior to the famous Pascal ear. 
It is the most perfect ear we have 
ever seen, its kernels % of an inch 
deep and very little room is left for 
cob." 

Every year people have trouble 
in sending bundles and packages 
through the mails. They are either 
lost in transit or arrive in a badly OF 
damaged condition. The difficulty 
arises from tying the article with 
white thread. It either cuts the paper 
into shreds or wears and breaks in 
the course of the journey. The ad
dress is thus often erased or entirely 
lost and the only recourse remaining 
is to forward it to the dead letter 
office. Aa easy solution of the dif
ficulty would be to bind the pack
ages only with coarse cord, the kind 
that will not readily break or tear 
the wrapper. As the holiday season 
is nigh, the advice is timely. A little 
forethought will save many disap
pointments. 

JTor Sale—A good cornet. 
Chester Jenkins. 

See 

Last year our store was the recognized leader for fine, Holiday Goods of all kinds and the only trouble was that our stock 
was broken in some lines by early buying. This year we have bought much heavier in all lines, We will care for your Xmas 
presents, and there are many advantages in buying early for you have first choice. 

Come in Early Before the Lines are Broken 
Leather Goods 

\ -
In this department we are 

showing the very latest novel
ties and at all prices. Toilet 
sets, Shaving sets, Albums, etc. 

Hand Ball 
In leather of all kinds and 

genuine Seal and Walrus up 
to $25.00 each. 

Useful Presents 
All over the store. Per

fumes in plain and fancy bot
tles. Kraft Wood the latest. 

Pyrography 
Sets at all prices for burning 

wood and a big line of stamped 
patterns and supplies of all kinds. 

Lowney's famous chocolates 
in great range of prices. 

Cut Glass 
Here is where we glitter, for 

we have the greatest display of 
cut glass ever shown in Leon. 
Big and little pieces at all prices. 
They make acceptable gifts 
always. 

We have a fine line of 
cigars and fancy pipes. Just 
the thing for "Him." 

Ghina 
It's worth your while to see 

our line of fine hand painted 
china. Plates, sets of all kinds, 
fancy dishes, pitchers, vases 
and many other things. 

HAMMERED BRASS-
Something new and 
swell in many differ
ent articles. 

- v A full line of Denison's Holiday Decorations, Tags, Stamps, Greetings, Labels, Etc. 

Holiday 
Headquarters 

* , * • 1 

COME IN EARLY AND INSPECT OUR BIG STOCK. 

BELL <8b ROBINSON West* Side 
Leon, Iowa. 


