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In order to encourage agricul-
ture, the National Bank of Com
merce is purchasing thirty blood
ed hoss. to be sold to the boys
the pig club, as designated
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fREE SCHOOL

BOOK LAW IS

101! CERTAIN

farm demonstration Agent Ful
ford, on easy terms y and is fork-
ing out a plan whereby it can
loan farmers development mon-
ey, taking the crop and not the
land as security. - .
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THETRENCHES

French Force Teutons to
Flee Before Smashing

Offensive. ,

PRISONERS NU MBER:
MANY THOUSANDS

British Pursuing Turks

Forcing Latter to Vacate
Entrenched Points.

BY ASSOCIATE! PRESS.
The French war office, in tonight's

communication, reports a continua
tion of hard fighting between forces
of General 'Nivelle and ,tne Germans
all along the southern front, and
claims further progress north of
Aisne, in the Champagne and Wi
gonne forest. Since the offensive
began last Monday the French claim
to have taken more than 19,000 pris
oners and more than a hundred big

- ' .. "'guns. ".

Northeast) of Soissons,, French
have occupied the village of Sancy,
and have continued to advance toward
Chemin Des Dames. On Vouclero
plateau the French frustrated violent-

-German attacks, and in the Ar-gon- ne

forest French penetrated the
German positions as far as the sec-.o- nd

trenches, finding many German
dead.
- In Palestine and Mesopotamia,
north of Bagdad, British continue in
pursuit of Turks, occupying Turkish
positions along a front of six and
one-ha- lf miles. General Maude is re
ported as successfully continuing his
advance , on Samara, taking 1,200
prisoners. .

" V

ENGLISH FETE AMERICAN

WOUNDED OFFICERS

BT ASSOCIATED PRESS.
London, April 20. The luncheon

for about one hundred American offi-
cers and men now in hospitals in
London, suffering from wounds re;
ceived . in fighting in the allies""

armies, was a feature of American
Day" here today. Walter Hines
Page, American ambassador to. Eng-
land, presided.

"

Nearly forty states
were represented by men ' at the
luncheon. Thirty American nurses
were also present.

BOTH SIDES PREPARE FOR

SELECTIVE DRAFT FIGHT

Washington. April 20. The senate
will take up the army bill tomorrow,
and seven members of the military-committe- e

are expected to fight for
provision to raise the new army

by calling for volunteers, instead of
by the draft system.

The house will take up the om
Monday, and a" fight will be made
there to also favor the issuing of a
call for volunteers before adoption of
the draft plan.

President Wilson is stia standing
soruarely in favor cf draft, saying
safety of the nation depends rpon it,
and he and other administration lead
ers are confident a draft will be final-

ly accepted by both the senate and
house. -
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iililST FUDGE

Legal Tilts Featured Third V

Day of Life-Fig- ht of Man

Charged With Murder. '

SUICIDE, THEORY'
APPEARS SHAKEN

Bascom on the Stand Three
HoursMrs. Herrington's

Testimony Sensational.

For ten hours yesterday the attor
neys for the state and for the de
fense in,, the Fudge Tnurder trial--

toiled and sweated : with witnesses
while' a crowded ' court room listened
with intense interest that was even
straining at times, smiling at hu
morous remarks and occurrences ot
keeping dead quiet as witnesses gave
testimony that may send E. J. Fudge
to the gallows. . ;

Bascom On Stand.
, Bascom Fudge, brave, plucky little

lad that he is, sat in the witness chair
for two hours answering with a frank
"no sir" or "yes sir" to the questions
fired thick and fast at him by the
lawyers. Though cross examined
closely and at great length little Bas-
com never faltered in his testimony,
sometimes he would slip a little on
the time of day that certain things
happened on the fateful June 27 of a
year ago, he never confused the
main facts, and gave them out, look-in- g

square at the attorney with his
frank blue- - eyes. At the request of
the attorney for the defense, Bas-
com got down on the floor in front of
the jury and assumed the position
that he saw his little sister .Ethel in
when she was found dead. Finally at
the end of a, strenuous two hours,
Bascom was told he tould go for the
day and he snatched up his cap and
away he went free to play.

The state's attorney read the notes
or letters that little Tenney and
Ethel are said to' have left behind
them and on which the defense will
attempt to prove the suicide theory.
The notes were passed over to the
men on the jury, who gave them a
critical examination with a magnify-
ing glass.

f Dead Girls' Letters.
Mrs. Etta Herrington was prob-

ably the most sensational witness of
the day. Mrs. Herrington freely ad-
mitted that she had "feeling" against
Fudge and that she wanted to see
him punished. - When questioned by
Mr. Stokes if she had had any feel-
ing against Fudge before the killing
of the two little girls, she said no,
that her feeling against him came
only after the murder. When asked
if TfnHfru aVinwpd ftnv sicTia of crripf
at the death of his daughters ";.Ir3,

Herrington said, "He made a fuss like
he was trying to cry, but he didn t
succeed and he didn't act like a man
that was reaUy hurt."

Say Fudge Didn't Grieve.
J. M. Weaver was another star

witness for the state. The theory
of the defense that Tenney. the elder
of the two, first killed Ethel and
then suicided was shaken by Mr.
Weaver when he stated that he ex
amined the bodies of the girls shortly
after they were found dead and that
Ethel, the younger sister, was warm
and limp, and that Tenney, the elder
sister, was cold and still. Mr. vvea
ver also stated that what grief Fudge
showed at the death of his daughters
was not real grief, but a very imper
fect imitation. The notes left by the
little eirls were brought into the
testimony by Mr. Weaver very much
against Mr. Fudge, stating that
Fudge seemed over anxious to show
the book containing the notes to ev-

erybody that came into the house.
Lawyers Warm to Work.

Questioning and ' discussion by. the
lawyers got very warm, if not hot,
while Mr. Weaver was on the stand.
The defense objected strenuously to
several questions put to the witness
by the prosecution and Judge Camp-
bell acted as mediator frequently, the

(Continued on Page Three)

ling. A farmer and his wife driving
into town, stopped on the corner of
the square to make a purchase. The
husband came out of the store just
as the wife in the buggy got a scent
of the whiskey. She accused him of
getting a drink in the store and a
family quarrel was endedby some-
one explaining. things to the furious
wife. A typical southerner from
Virginia wintering here acknow-

ledged that he nearly walked his
Ws off tryine to locate the liquor,
which he said was the. most familiar
odor that had reachea hi3 nostrils
since coming to Florida. ...

Department of Agriculture
to Take Charge Supply

1

and Regulate Prices.

MOVE IS GENERAL

THROUGH COUNTRY

Many States Taking Steps
to Increase and Con-

serve the Supply.

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.
Washington, April 20. Secretary

Houston today recommended to the
senate that the council of national
defense be empowered to fix maxi-
mum and minimum food prices.

To meet the food situation, Secre-

tary Houston told the senate, the de-

partment of agriculture needs tha
following authority and power:

"To make a complete survey of tha
food supply of the nation, with a
view to secure full information as to
its location, ownership, and where
it is needed, and complete knowledge
as to the instrumentalities and; agen- -
ties that own, control, manufacture;
and distribute food products. .

"After investigation and in
with the trade interests in-

volved, to establish market grade3
and classes of farm products, includ-

ing seeds and standards, for recept-
acles for such products, together
with authority, to effect a suitable L

degree of supervision of their appli-
cation through such , inspection serv-
ice as may be necessary.

"To license and supervise the op-
eration of all plants, mills, packing
houses, canneries, slaughter houses,!
breweries, distilleries, storage
houses, or other fstablishments of!
factories in which food or feeds, agri- -
cultural implements and ' machinery:
snd materials therefor, fertilizers, in-
secticides, fungicides, serums, toxins,
viruses, and any other articles re-

quired for agricultural purposes are
prepared, manufactured or kept for
sale or distribution. This power
should include authority to make
rules and regulations governing ths
use and oneration of such enter--
crises, including the taking over
and operation of them whenever such
course may be. necessary in the puD-li- c

interest.
'To recmire the preference move

ment bv the common carriers of the
United States of seed, fertilizers, es,

fungicides, and farm im-

plements or machinery or the mater-
ials required in their manufact-
ure.

"To enlarge the existing tele-
graphic market news service of the
department, which now covers live
stock and meats and certain foods,
vegetables and other perishabk-s- , in
order to assist, by securing compreh-
ensive information from all shipp-

ing areas, in the distribution of
products according to the proportiona-
te requirements of the consuming
renters. Enlargement of this servi-
ce would also tend to prevent undue
shortage in any consuming center and
provide against wastes due to tem-
porary oversupply of perishables part-
icular communities. The service
would further assist in securing di-
rect soutings and thereby relieve, to
some extent at least, congestion of '

transportation lines. "It would also!
direct aid farmers by furnishing in-
formation which would put them on
?n equality with buyers and enable
them to consign unsold products to
points where there is the greatest
need for them.

"In case of extreme emergency, the
government should have power to
purchase, store and subsequently dis-
pose of food products to groups of
people or communities organized in
some form, and to fix maximum or
Minimum prices. Perhaps the exerc-
ise of this power should be lodgedm the council of national defense,, to

used only when directed by the
President. It is probable the exist- -

nce of the power would make action
unnecessary. The government should
aave full discretion in the matter. It
pught be wise to fix a minimum price
" producers for only one important
commodity, just as it might be wise
to fix a maximum price which con
fers might be expected to pay for

i one or several products.
. is estimated that approximate--
v wo.uuu.wju will be required to
carry out the nlana outlined herein
Jn order that prompt steps may he

Ken to nut them into effect, it is
ffed that immediate action be taken

r-v-e the department the requisite
authority and to make available the
necessary funds."
T0 PREVENT FOOD FROM

REACHING THE ENEMY

Washington, April 20. President
I'Son and his cabinet...took uo todaytha i - i v- 4uesuon oi regulating iooa ex

p0 to the northern European neu
3'S and tVma noTonf frA reaiTP

MORE DIRIGIBLES
FOR THE NAVY

To Patrol Commerce Lanes
Modern Paul Reveres

of the Air.

Leaving the floating hangar at tha
aeronautic station at 5 o'clock Friday
afternoon, the DN-- l ascended to a
thousand foot altitude, headed across
the bay, sailed over Santa Rosa Is-

land, then pointed shoreward, cir-
cled over Pensacola, and returned to
the yard the first voyage of Amer-
ica's first dirigible, and a perfect suc-
cess.

Perfect Success. ,

The trial flight, which was made
by the company's pilot, Hans O. Sta-ge- l,

and crew, was, to test buoyancy,
speed, and ascertain a number of
technical points.

Though only a thousand foot alti-
tude was attained, it is stated that
there was sufficient buoyancy in tha
115,000 cubic feet of hydrogen to take
the craft to 3,000 feet, the govern-
ment's requirement. Speed attain-
ed was between 30 and 35 miles an
hour, and only 25 are required. The
big craft is supposed to stay in the
air only two hours, but by increasing
the supply of gasoline, it was said,
there is no reason why it couldn't
stay up all day. In order to meet
the government's duration test, only
IL. gallons of gasoline are carried.

Two landings on water wero made
and ascent and descent were accom-lisae- d

by ballonette steering entirely.
no gas. being lost from bagr to make
descent. .. ;

The dirigible's flight on the water
was followed by a number of speed
boats from the navy yard, among
which was Captain Jayne's, with the
commandant and a party aboard, Lt.
Commander McCrary, and others.

The remaining tests will be com-

pleted within the next several days
and the air cruiser turned over to
the government.

America's Pioneer.
Thus will have been brought to a

successful conclusion a work begun
over, two years ago by the Connecti-
cut Aircraft Company, of New Ha-
ven, Conn., the only company in the
United States buidilng dirigibles ex-

clusively, and, with European designs
cut off by the war, evolved from
ceaseless and heartbreaking experi-
ment, '

Rebuilt several times, the DN-- l in
its present form was produced under
direction of C. F. Smyth, general
manager of the company, who took
hold of the management of the com-

pany's affairs last July.
The DN-- l reached Pensacola last

December, and work of assembling
and erection was begun in January,
under the- supervision of General
Manager Smyth, and the company's
pilot, Hans O. Stagel, was placed in
charge of the work. Its capacity 13

eight men, and it cost $46,000.
Exceeded Expectations.

Mr. Smyth, declaring that the
maiden voyage exceeded even his ex-

pectations, and marked an era in
dirigible construction in the United
States. The fact that the epoch-makin- g

test was made the day after the
anniversar' of the battle of Lexing-
ton, to which the embattled farmers
were aroused by Paul Revere'a horse-
back ride, throws about the initial
flight an added significance con-

trasting the ancient and the modern
methods of spying out the enemy and
giving the alarm.'

More For Navy." ,

Two other dirigibles are being con-
structed for the navy department by
the. Connecticut Aircraft Company,
and will be ready in July. They will
be used for scouting work, especially
to watch over the sea lanes and to
spy out any lurking submarines.

The DN-- l is 175 feet over all and
50 feet hifrh over all, with a beam of
35 feet. It is of non-rig- id type and
holds its shape by the pressure of the
gas contained. Excluding the Bpace
used by the bailoonists, it has a total
lift of approximately 7,000 pounds
based on the lift of its hydrogen gas
and is equipped with two balloon--ette- s,

one in the rear with a capacity
of 8,000 cubic feet, and one in the
front with 7,000 cubic feet. The pur-
pose of the baloonettes is to navi-
gate and to assist in keeping its
shape against changes in tempera-
tures encountered at high jJtitudes.

The gondola, which is carried by
suspension to the bag, is designed
particularly . for efficiency, without
causing too great strain on any onft
part of the bag. This is achieved, it
is claimed, cy the use of many belly
bands thrown around the bag, the

(Continued on Page Two)

The DN-- l. first dirigible balloon
of the United States Navy, is 175 feet
over all and 50 feet high over all,
with a beam of 35 feet, and it is de
signed to make 25 to 30 mues an
hour. It is also expected to run at
full speed for two hours endurance
run. Its possible rate of ascent and
descent is figured by its builders at
six feet a second. It carries a full
set of navigating instruments, in-

cluding colored light . for signaling
from the. pilot to the engineer.

iREINSPECTED

German Craft Found in

Good Shape Austrian

Badly Damaged.

Machinists and boilermakers dur
ing the past few days have been busy
making surveys in the engines and
boiler rooms of the three foreign
steamships, at anchor in the harbor,
and which have been in custody of
the United States government dur
ing the past week or more. Watch-
men are on each ship all the time,
and the United States flag flies
throughout the day on each of the
vessels.

The government, it is reported, i3

looking forward to using the sea
worthy steamers within a short time.

tor the past several days quite a
force of experts in their respective
lines have been making careful ex-

aminations of the machinery and
boilers, and yesterday Captains Leu-de- rs

and Bean, inspectors ,of steam-
boat hulls and boilers, arrived and
during the day both of the federal
inspectors went out to the steamers,
and will be in position within a day
or so to make official report of the
conditions of the respective steamers.
It is said that, except for barnacles, j

the German steamers are in a fairly
good condition. A boiler patch is
said to have been found missing
from one of the vessels, but this may
easily be replaced, it is said, and
steaming possible. On the- - Austrian
steamer, however, it is reported that
the machinery has been seriously dis
arranged and damaged, and that it
will require considerable work before
the Lucia is ready for service.

PENSACOLA MILITIA

DRILL, NUMBER 79

Company, 'tenshun! For-war- d

march! Hep, hep, hep.
The boys of the Pensacola militia

company have begun drilling, "and
a better bunch of rookies you never
saw," said Lieut. (Quina, "or a bunch
that took more naturally to drill.
We put them through foot and squad
work last night, though a few of the
more experienced went through the
manual of arms."

The drill was held in Armory hall,
with 55 men present. Counting the
four who enrolled last night, there

in the Pensacolaare now 79 rookies
militia company assuming of course
that a favorable decision will be
given to the application for muster

inThe next drill will be held Monday
at 7:30 p. m., at Armory hall.--

' WHITLOCK IN HAVRE.

Havre, April 20. Brand Whitlock,
American minister to Belgium, has
arrived and will assume his duties at
the present seat of the Belgian gov
ernment here.

LEGISLATURE

DENIES BALLOT

FOR ME!
Votes Down Submitting of

Suffrage Amendment

Vi to the Peoples
'

HEATED DEBATE
PRECEDES VOTE

Bible Cited to Prove That
Women Shouldn't Have

Suffrage.

STAFF SPECIAU
xauanassee, April zv. Alter a

heated debate, lasting over five
hours, during which Biblical and his
torical proof was used both for and
against the bill, the senate this aft
ernoon voted against the submission
of the suffrage amendment to . the
voters in the next general election,
Dy a vote of 18 to 8. The bill was a
special order- - for eleven o'clock this
morning and the discussion was
opened by an argument by Dr. Hugh-let- t,

author of the bill. President
Johnson left the chair, and conduct-
ed violent .assault against the act,
saying that all other arguments may
seem favorable to suffrage, but that
the Bible alone stood against it and
substantiated his statement with re-

peated citations from both the old
and new testament. ,

Johnson was followed by Senators
Baker and Fogarty, whose addresses
briefly supported the bill.

Senator Davis next gained the floor
and offered a powerful argument in
opposition to . the bill, predicated
chiefly on the embarrassment of hav
ing women serve on juries, as tney
would have to do if they were given
the vote. He recited several instan-
ces where women could not so have
served.

When the senate reconvened at 4
o'clock Senator Farris began an elo-

quent appeal for the passage of the

(Continued on Page Right)

LAUNCH BOAT MONDAY

THEN BEGIN ON NEXT

"No, we're not going to have any
ceremonv at the launchin? of the
schooner. We're just going, to shove
her into the water and start on the
next; one. That's ceremony enough
for anybody, don't you think?"

Tt rprtni-nl- is. .

The Bchooner referred to is the S.
P. .Tarman, which F. F. Bingham,
who made the. above statement in an
nouncing the launching for Monday
morning between the nours or y ana

on the tide, began
last November. She is 135 feet "long,
of 30 foot beam, and 10 feet depth.
Her capacity will be 600 tons, or over
half the capacity of the wooden ships
which the United States shipping
board is to build.

The S. P. Jarman is being Duilt
near the G. F. & A. coal chute, at the
foot of Barcelona street wharf, and
it is exDetted that a number wul
witness the launching.

Johnson's Pill Gets Through
House Without the Least

: Opposition. . . .

DAVIS PACKAGE
ACT EXTENDED

Neither C. M. Jones Nor W.
A. Blount, Jr., Confirmed

in Senate Yesterday.

STAFF SPECIAL.
Tallahassee, April 20. Upon the

consideration by the house tonight of
local bills, the free school book bill
introduced by Jas. M. Johnson, of
Escambia ' county, applying only to
Escambia, passed without opposition.

Fund to Buy IiooTvs.

Important measures occupied the
attention of both houses today, the
suffrage in the senate, and free
school books and tax commission in
the house. After a lengthy debate.
the free book bill passed by 36v to 42
A similar bill is in the senate and
will" be' acted upon Tuesday. Repre-
sentative Johnson, of Escambia, made
a 'spirited defense of the bill in the
house, being opposed by Jennings, of
Duval The bill creates a state fund
raised bv the lew of one-ha- lf of one
milf, for the purchase of school books,
standardized, lor the use oi an
school children in free schools.

; Tax Commission Doomed.,
The tax commission bill, upon

which the house acted, provided for
the . granting of more power to the
commission. Motion to strike the en-

acting clause was sustained and the
bill killed.. A bill for the abolition of
the commission is now pending, and
with the ac todotani haOnghthsfwy
with the action today, its passage is
expected.

Davis Law Extended.
Extending 'the time of its opera- -

(Continued on Page Two.)

FAIR WILL EMBRACE

ALL WEST FLORIDA

At a meeting of the directors of the
Escambia County Fair Association
yesterday afternoon plans were' made
for a fair this year that will be big-
ger and greater than any fair ever
before held in this county and wixr
embrace the entire section of West
Florida as well as Baldwin county
m Alabama. Live stock and agricul-
ture, the dominant issue over the en
tire country at the present tmie, will
be given special attention in this
year's fair and will be the largest and
brightest features on the program.
Several special features will be at
the fair this year that have never be-

fore been in the South.
President Thomas J. Hanlon an-

nounced the following executive com
mittee which will have charge of the
fair this vear: Ben E. Clutter. K. W
Goodhart, H. R. Cook, C. F. Zeek,
and Mr.- - Hanlon,

Only Chance Whiskey Has In
Gadsden Is To be "Poured"

Quincy, Fla., April. 20. On Wed-

nesday night Gadsden county's effi-

cient sheriffs Scott Gregory, brought
in five alleged blind tigers from
River Junction, and they are now in
jail. The sheriff has on hand one
hundred and twenty gallons of liquor
disposition of which will be deter-
mined by Judge ix)ve Saturday.

In its destruction, Sheriff Gregory
may devise some novel plan as was
done when the streets were sprinkled
with whiskey. An amusing incident
which V-- never reached ti' papers
occurrw S the day of t&6 sprink(Continued on Page Four.)
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