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KNOCK 

KNOCK 
By Hazel Brannon 

Our Cimstmas gift to our read- 
ers is to provide you with some- 

thing to relieve the monotony of 
our KNOCK. KNOCK in the lorin 
of a guest columnist, itiE JAY 
WALKElt, Ed Lipscomb’s clever 
column formerly edited in the 
GUIDE at Gulfport. Ed is now 

directing the activities of the 

Mississippi Advertising Commis- 
sion and has quite a leputution 
for his brilliance and versatality. 

Here's his latest output: 

Johu iiutfc is not a long-haired 
communist nor a wild looking in- 

ventor—he has the appearance, 
the handshake and the manner ot 

a wholesome country boy. 

You’ll be disappointed at the 
looks of his cotton picker and 

surprised at how well it works. 

it’s so simple you 11 wonder 
why you didn’t invent it yourself. 

Secretary Wallace says it isn’t 
dangerous yet. 

... he probably means as far 

as this year’s crop is concerned.. 

Oldtimer No. 1143—“She was 

only the garbage man’s daughter, 
but she wasn’t to be sniffled at.*’ 

Leo Lesselle drove to Vicks- 

burg the .night before in order to 

be sure to be on time for a Ki- 

wanis session at 0 a. m. 

then overslept and was the 

only man who got to the meeting 
late. 

The Vicksburg Kiwanis Club 
ffiafrw any member who cornea in 

^ 
late spin a carnival wheel with 

Tramber*. ofi it—bis fine in wbnk ! 
ever number tbe wheel stops on. 

> a 
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Talk about long hours, down in 

Copiah they even make the land 
grow two crops ir one" season. 

• ^they gather peas and then 

plant cotton, or tomatoes and then 

plant corn. 

That Khare-the-Wealth idea has 

some wonderful possibilities if we 

are allowed to pick the people we 

share our wealth with. 

-.y# want to share ours 

with Mr. Rockefeller. 

Robin Weaver sends this from 

up in the Indian section of Ne- 

shoba County: A big buck In- 

dian had just ordered a ham 
sandwich, and was preeing 
through the slices of bread when 

he turned and said to the w'riter— 

“Ugh, you slice ’em ham?” 
The waiter replied, “Yes, I 

sliced the ham.” 
“Ugh,” grunted the Indian, 

“You dadgum near miss ’em.” 

Alfred Eisentaedt, one of the] 
ten best photographers in the 

world, spent all last week taking 
pictures in Mississippi. 

he takes anywhere from 36 
to 200 a day and is the star pho- 
tographic reporter for Time, 
Fortune and Life. 

‘TRAVEL IN THE U. S. ARMY 

Young men with a desire to 
earn, learn and travel can do just 
that by enlisting in the United 
States Army, says Sergenat A. W. 
Evans, in charge of the army re- 

cruiting station, Postoffice Build- 

ing, Jaekson. 
The Jackson station now has 

vacancies for many stations in 
the Southern and Northern state- 
and in the Panama Canal Zon 
Those of the more adventuresome 
ice in the Central America He 

public while others will 'want t 

serve in the South in order t 

take advantage ofthe opportunity 
to visit the home folks for a 

whole month each year which o1 
course would not be easy if one 

is two thousand or more miles 

“CHIPPIE” BOYETT ACCEPTS 
POSITION WITH UNIVERSAL 

Friends of Sylvan “Chippie” 
Boyctt, will be interested to learn 
he has accepted a position as 

representative of the Southern 

Undertaking Association in Du- 
rant and surroundig territory. 

This is Mr. Boyctt’s first con- 

nection with the Southern Under- 
taking Association. He has been 
a resident of Durant for many 
years and is widely known 
throughout this section. 

Holmes 
FIVE WOODS FIRES 

IN HOLMES COUNTY 

According to reports received 
from Banger Brown, during the 
month of November there was a 

total of 5 woods fires in Holmes 
County, which burned a gross 
area of 280 acres. The cause of 
these fires was unknown. One of j 
these fires was less than 3 acres 

and four over 10 acres. The av- 

erage size of the fires was 56 
acres. This figure is considerably 
high for fall fires; however, duej 
to the extreme dry weather re- 

suns seem very grainy nig. 

With the addition of the tower 1 

in Holmes County, the fire losses 

during the coming months should 
be greatly reduced. 

Mr. Brown wants to thank the 
various land owners who have co- 

operated with him so successful- 
ly in holding down the fires in 
Holmes County this year. 

EDITORS TO HOLD 
BUSINESS SESSION 

10- | 
President Lesfttor Williams of 

the Mississippi Press Association 
today released complete program 
!or the Winter Business Meeting 
if the Mississippi Press Associa- 
tion which will be herd in Merid- 
ian Friday and Saturday, January 
5-9, 1937, with headquarters ii\ 
the Lamar Hotel. 

“How to Secure More National 
Advertising for Mississippi News- 
papers” 'will be the theme of the 
annual Winter Business Meeting 
of Mississippi’s Fourth Estate and 
the program will feature such 
outstanding authorities as J. J. 

llartigan, Vice President, Camp-1 
bell Ewald Company, Detroit,1 
Michigan, Major R. McCoy, Asso- 
ciate Professor of Journalism at j 
Louisiana State University and; 
Manager of the Louisiana Press 
Association, John L. Davis, Mer- j 
gent haler Linotype Company and 

Clayton Rand, President of the 
National Editorial Association. 

Jas. L. Skewes, editor-publisher 
of the Meridian Star, the City of 
Meridian, the Meridian Chamber 
of Commerce and other interested 
groups will be hosts to the press 
for this two day meeting and 
from the following program it 
should be one of interest and 
profitable accomplishment. 

Mrs. D. II Rhyne, Mrs. L J. 
Hands, M r> ('lyde Cade, and Mrs. 
C. J. Stein spent Tuesday in 
Jackson flopping. 

Mr. James Richardson of 
Clarksdale is guest of his sister, 
Mrs. Clyde Cade. 

Mrs. D. T. Sullenger and Mrs. 
Max Arnold visited in Jackson 
Wednesday. 

Rev. W .C. Wasson of Vaidenj greeted friends in our city Tues-1 
day. 

George Mitchell of Goodman | 
was greeting friends here Thurs- 
day. 
miles from home as in the casej 
of .uen going to Panama. 

There are many opportunities 
offered soldiers for education and 
a happy life. If one is hilng 
to Par:; and puts forth the proper| 
effort he will certainly be promo- j 
‘td thereby increasing his pay as; 

”(d as responsibility. 
Think this over and if aftei j 

| ruing so you are interested write 
to the Army Recruiting Station.! 
Jackson for further information 

A W. EVANS, 
Sub-Station Commander. 

“YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS 
A SANTa C1AUS” 

This is December. 
it is the^foonth of Christmas, of Santa Claus, of the sea- 

son of happiness and goodwill. g 
Tt is the month when, 39 year* ago, little Virginia O’Hun- 

Jon, eight years of age and disturbed by skepticism ou the 
part of her playmate#, wrote a letter to the editor of the old 
New York Sun and asked in her simple way, “Is There* A, 
Santa Clausf” 

The Editor was Francis P. * Church, son of a Boston 
Clergy mail. > 

And the reply he gave has coqae down through the years 
as 8 classic. .. 

Hie answer was in the form of an editorial entitled, “Yes, 
Virginia, There is a Santa Claus.” I 

Hero is Virginia’s letter: 
“Dear Editor: I am 8 years old. 
“Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. 
“Papa says ‘If you see it in the Sun, it’s so.’ 
“Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus? 

VIRGINIA O’HANLON 
“115 West Ninety-fifth Street.” 

“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been 
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not 
believe except they see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds*. All minds, Vir- 
ginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this 
great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an aut in his in- 
tellect. as compared with the boundless world about him, as 

measured by the intelligence capable f grasping the whole 
truth and knowledge. 

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer- 

tainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to your life its highest beau- 
ty and joy. Alas! How dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It Vould be as dreary as if there were 
no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poet- 
ry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal 
light with which childhood fills the world would be ex- 

tinguished. 
“Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not be- 

lieve in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to 
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa 
Claus, but even if they did noit see Santa Claus coming down 
what would that prove. Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is 
no sign that there is no Santa Claus The most real things in 
the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did 
you ever see the fairies dancing on the lawn, Of coerse not, 
but that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody' can con- 
ceive or imagine all the wonders that are unseen and unsee- 

able in the world. 
“You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the 

noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world 
| which not the strongest man, nor even the united st ength of 

all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. Only 
faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can push aside that curtain 
and view and picture the supernal and glory beyond. It is 
real? Ah. Virginia, in all this world there is mithing else so 

real and abiding. 
No Santa Claus! Thank God! lie lives, and he lives for- 

ever. A thousand years from now, Virginia nay ten times ten 
thousand years from now he will continue to make glad the 
heart of childhood.’’ 

GOVERNOR S STAFF TO 
GIVE DINNER DANCE 

The Staff of Governor White’s 
Colonels will give a dinner dance 
honoring the Governor and Mrs. 
White at the Edwards Hotel in 
Jackson, December 30, according 
to an announcement of S. R. 

King, Durant attorney and mem 

her of tiie staff. 
The Colonels will attend the af 

fair in full dress uniform and b< 

iccompanied by their wives anc 

guests. Colonel Mai Whitehead 
Jackson, has charge of the reser 

vations. 

iOPLE’S BANK PAYS 
EIGHT PERCENT DIVIDEND 

The People’s Bank of Durant 
has just mailed an eight percent 

i cash dividend to its stockholders 
! on Monday, December 21, accord- 
ing to an announcement made to- 

day by Louis Longinotti, presi- 
dent of the institution. 

$4,000 has also been placed in 
the surplus which makes a total 
of $10,000 added to the surplus in 

| the past two years. 

State Becomes 
More Prosperous 

FORTUNE SMILES ON STATE 
THIS YEAR. 

As the year 1936 draws to a 

close, agricultural Mississippi be- 
comes more firmly established 
among the most prosperous States 
lot the American Union. Certain 
of the factores contribute to this 
happy state, factors such as pro- 
ductive soil and suitable rainfall 
and temperature—ail so kindly 
this year—are not equally import- 
ant, including hard work and 
judicious management, are with- 
in our control, and have been so 
nnnliA/1 f Viol rliiVilirr 1 K i c VOOfi 
"rr-- —--c v-j 
while the Nation’s grain supply 
is the lowest of a life-time, Mis- 
sissippi’s is 'well above the recent 

average, and while the Nation’s 
cotton crop is a million or morej 
bales less than world utilization 
of American cotton, the total pro- 
duced in Mississippi ranks among 
the highest, and the average yield 
of lint cotton per acre exceeds 
anything recorded in the past. 

Cotton is still King in Missis- 
sippi and a total cotton income of 
fore thab 164r million dollars is 
sufficient evidence that our faith 
is not misplaced. Yet, cotton is 

but one of many sources of in- 
come. Between the census years 
of 1930 and 1935 the nufber of 
cattlj in Mississippi .was increas- 
ed by 66 per cent and the nufber 
of hogs by almost 28 per cent. 
We are now profiting thereby. 
According to official records the 
gross iucome from livestock and 
livestcok products during 1935 
was $50,842,000, and should be 
not less than 5 per cent greato? 
during the present, year. The 
total farm value of all livestock 
'was $49,013,000 in 1935, so that 
the income considerably exceeded 
the principal investment and 
yielded dividends of more than 
100 per cent. The value of r.!l 
farms in Mississippi is estimated 

by the 1935 census at 370 mil! in i 

dollars. The value of produce 
of State farms in 1936 has been 

carefully calculated by our de- 
partment to the estimated total 
V/ X. y *• ‘Vi 7 v 

agricultural crops and livestock 

products, we should add the in- 
come from forest products, then 
our farms returned value almost 

equal to their entire intrinic 
worth. 

To attain these noteworthy ac- 

complishments there must be well- 
night perfect coordination of two 
factors—human and natural. The 
human equation is well accounted 
for b ythe knCwledeg that in the 
face of the depression our agri- 
cultural order has been so modi- 
fied that a million surplus pro- 
ducing cotton acres have been 
shifted to feed crops, and the to- 
tal livestock population sharply 
increased. By the same token. 
Mother Nature, as usual, has been 
exceedingly kind to us. 

Mississippi’s first claim to agri- 
cultural greatness lies in hei 

highly productive and greatly va 

ried soil types—the coastal palins 
area, superior for early fruits and 

vegetables as well as for general 
farming; the northern and cen- 

tral praries, centers of livestock 
production and of general farm- 
ing ; the brown loam area, oui 

great all-purpose soil type: and 
the valley of the Yazoo and Mis- 

sissippi rivers, the world’s pre- 
mier cotton country'. All these 
soils are fertile, susceptible to the 
highest development, and r.lto- 

gethcr offer a variety of soil type? 
I each superior for a particular 
productive purpose such as is not 

I Christmas Decoration 
: Contest Successlul 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED IN 
TODAY'S NEWS. 

Winners in the Christinas deco- 

llations in Durant were judged by 
a committee of out-of-town judges 
Monday night who announced the 

j following as winners: 

j Mrs. John Conn, outdoor tree; 
second place to Mrs. Robert Irby; 
Mrs. C. H. Carruth’s doorway 
decorations were judged best 
while Mrs. Zouella Bacon took 
second place: Mr. Clark Stevens' 
window was awarded first place 
and Mrs. Norman King won the 
prize for indoor tree decoration. 
Mrs. Andrew Stevens won second 
in the indoor tree contest. 

Howard’s Store won the prize 
for the most effective window dec- 
orations in the business houses 
while the Variety Store received 
honorable mention. 

Much interest ‘was manifested 
in the Christmas" decoration 
whUdi were sponsored by the fed- 
erated women’s clubs of Durant. 
An unusually large number of en- 
tries were made this year and 
competition Was keen. 

equalled elsewhere in these Unit- 
ed States. 

Oui.ng the drought years 1934 
and 1936, when more than half 
the agricultural area of the Unit- 
ed States suffered untold damage, 
our dependence upon adequate 
rainfall was emphasized. One of 
the greatest attributes of Missis- 
sippi agriculture is that recorded 
history contains no parallel of 
this, disaster. Since 1888 the 
Federal Weathr Bureau has com- 
piled data on the annual precipi- 
tation in Mississippi, and during 
this period of 48 years the aver- 
age annual precipitation in Mis- 
sissippi has been 58.16 inches, and 
during the year of greatest scar- 

city of rainfall, in 1924 when pre- 
cipitation was 40 inches, moisture 
was sufficient for normal crop 
production. During the present 
year there was a decided defici- 
ency of rainfall from mid-summer 
until Thanksgiving, yet our farm- 
ers harvested the greatest cotton 
crop of record and a normal crop 
of com ,sweet potatoes, hay, and 
other field crops. Agricultural 
Mississippi’s second great attrib- 
ute, therefore, is abundant, well 
distributed and never-failing rain- 
fall. 

Crops are produced, other fac- 
tors equal, by sunshinej and while 
a 48-vear mean temperature of 
64.6 degrees without extremes in 
summer or m winter provides the 
most delightful circumstances for 
human life, is also means the most 

advantageous conditions for the 
production of animals and plants. 
During 1935 the last frost in 
Spring ranged from March 1 in 
South Mississippi to March 12 in 
North Mississippi, and the first 
frost in autumn ranged from No- 
vember 18 in South Mississippi to 
November 23 in North Mississip- 
pi, so that there were almost nine 
months, more than 250 days, dur- 
ing which the tenderest plants 
were not subject to frost hazards. 
Pasture plants have an even long- 
er range of usefulness, so that 
cattle grazed on the fields under 
average conditions during approx- 
imately 300 days. This long grow- 
ing period is another reason why 
drought injury has never been 
excessive in Mississippi, for late 
drought is averted by early plant- 
ing and early drought damage is 
averted by late planting. The 
'.third great attribute of Mississip- 
pi agriculture, therefore, is an 

abundance of warm sunshine cou- 

pled with the long growing period 
of frostless days. 

These conditions of soil, sun- 

shine and rainfall make Mississip- 
pi what she is today—the great 
cotton state, ranking second only 
to Texas in total production and 
harvesting almost twice as many 
pounds of lint cotton per acre. 

Mississippi has the biggest cotton 

producing county in the world 
land the world’s largest cotton 
'plantation. The all-time records 

jin cotton production are held by 
(Continued on Page Eight) 


