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THROUGH 

HAZEL 

EYES 
BY HAZEL BRANNON 

The majority of Holmes county 
citizens regret and deplore the death 
of Leon McTatie who apparently 
died as the result of a beating given 
him by several Holmes and Leflore 
county citizens Monday week. 

His body was found in a lake near 

Indianola two days later and author- 
ities state he was dead when put in 
the lake. 

The white men who have admit- 
ted whipping him stoutly deny kill- 
ing him. Evidence points toward the 
conclusion that he was whipped in 

an effort to recover a stolen saddle 
which he was accused of stealing 
and died as the result. How his body 
got in the lake remains to be solved. 

The fact that the saddle in quest- 
ion has been recovered and that the 
dead negro was apparently innocent 
makes the situation all the more de- 
plorable. \ 

Everyone attending the Holmes 
County Horse Show Saturday eve- 

ning had a good time. 
Mr. Shelby Parker, well known 

citizen of Cruger, takes aote of the 
announcement that plans are now 

being shaped for an even bigger and 
better show next year and writes: 

“That is one way to insure a good 
ahow but 1 think, as do many others, 
that it has become too large foi 
Holmes County, the Delta, or even 

a Mississippi event. 

“1 realize that this type show 
gives us a chance to see talent and 
class we would otherwise not see 

but why spend three long hours 
viewing class after class of horses 
with only one, two, or even no local 
entries at all? 

l*T iVin font thof it tnlfpa 

work and planning for this event 
and am not prone to admit that we 

can use the publicity in our county. 
But we also have lots of talent and 
class in Holmes county and if this 
is to be, as the name implies, a 

Holmes County Show, why not de- 
velop it as such? Why allow it tc 
be outclassed and out shown b> 
some high powered people whc 
make riding and showing a business? 

“We are mostly a working group 
of people and although we have i 

good or above average animal there 
is hesitation upon entering intc 

competition with the pick of the tri- 
states. 

“This is a good show, a swell idea 
for our community, but can’t w« 

have more emphasis on local interest 
or change the name of the show and 
emphasize only the sponsors. 

“One who is interested in our 

county. 
“SHELBY PARKER.” 

There is a great deal in what Mr. 
Parker says. 

The main objective of our Holmes 
county^colt show was to inspire and 
encourage the breeding and grow- 
ing of fine work stock on the farms. 
Incidentally it is to be hoped thal 
1947 will see the revival of that in- 
stitution which has come to mean 
a great deal to the agricultural life 
of Holmes county. 

Of course we hope that the an- 
nual horse show can be maintained 
as a feature of that event or as a 
feature in itself. Certainly we want 
Holmes planters and citizens to con- 
tinue their interest in fine horses 
and the annual horse show certainly 
-encourages this. 

At the same time we do not want 
to be deprived of the privilege ol 
seeing the fine show horses from 
other towns and states which wc 
hoirn t.AAn oKln ♦ r\ oiirnnl 4!«ma 

to time to oar shows. 
Perhaps the revival of the annual 

colt show as an all-day affair with 
a horse show in which out of town 
and state horses compete at night 
would be a happy solution. Some- 
thing ought to be worked out to 
where Holmes citizens would have 
ample opportunity to show what 
they have without feeling or being 
outclassed. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Program for Sun., August 4, 1946 
Sunday School at 10 A. M. 
Monvng Service at 11 A. M 

Mr S. L. McCullouch of Goodman 
will supply the pulpit at this hour. 
Mr. McCullouch is a former teacher 
in the Durant School and is well 
known to the people of this comm- 

unity. In addition to being a teacher 
he is a Presbyterian minister who 
has rendered most effective service 
as a gospel minister and preacher. It 
is the hope of the pastor that all 
who can possibly do so will avail 
themselves of the opportunity to 
hear M*\ McCullouch at this hour. 

We will not have an evening serv- 

ice on this date. 

Wnrrell Infant Dies 
At Kosy Hospitc1 

Friends of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Gregory Worrell, of McCool, regret 
to learn of the death of their two- 
day-old son at *he hospital in Kos- 
ciusko lest Thursday. 

Services were held Friday with 
burial in the McCool cemetery. 

The Worrell’s have visited their 
tn other in Durant. 

Five Army Airmen Burned To Death 
In B-25 Bomber Crash Near West 

•j Five army air men were carried 
to a flaming death late Monday 
afternoon in the crash of their B-25 
about four and one-half miles north- 
east of West. The crash occurred 
about 5:30 o’clock in the midst of a 

thunderstorm. 
The dead have been identified as: 

Capt. William D. Bird of Lake /ark, 
Ga.; Lieutenants A. W. Balfanz, Jr., 
and Roy O. Miles, Jr., both of Enid, 
Okla.; Tech. Sgt. Horace A. Cannon, 
of Miami, and Capt. William A. Par- 
sons, of Wichita, Kansas. 

The plane was enroute from Max- 
well Field, Montgomery, Alabama, 
to its home base at Enid, Okla. An 

army board of investigation will 
probe the crash. 

Five burned bodies with para- 
chutes strapped to them, were dug 
out of the flaming wreckage by 
army personnel from the Jackson 
Airbase who were telephoned im- 
mediately by farmers in the neigh- 
borhood who saw and heard the 
crash. 

Witnesses who saw the plane 
after the tragedy said it seemed to 
have come straight down with its 
nose burying into the ground. There 
was no evidence of the plane mak- 
ing any slide, the report said. 

Lightning Suggested 
Possibility that the plane was 

struck by lightning was suggested 
by state police by the report of an 

unidentified negro farmer, who said 
he saw three men bail out in the 
thunderstorm in the viainity of 
West. Recovery of the five bodies—• 
a normal B-25 complement—with 
parachutes still strapped to them, 
indicated, however, that what the 
negro Denevea to De cnutes were 

portions of the wings, which were 
found about a quarter of a mile 
from the fuselage. 

On the basis of the negro’s re- 

port, a searching party from Jack- 
son Army Air Field continued to 
look for other bodies in the event 
someone actually had bailed out. 

C. V. Norwood, farmer and for- 
mer Air Forces mechanic, said he 
heard the pl/ie circling “on o.ne 
engine" about 5:30 p.m. Monday. 
He said he reached the scene of the 
tragedy about five minutes after 
the crash and found the ship in 

1 flames. 
“The plane seemed to have been 

) torn by the storm,” he said. 
Escorts Arrive Friday 

Five military escorts will arrive 
in Durant some time Friday from 
the Enid, Oklahoma, Airbase to 
escort the bodies of the victims of 
the bomber crash to their respective 
homes, according to a telegram from 
army officials to the Southern 
Undertaking Association in Durant. 

The men are, 1st Lt. John R. Baker 
who will escort the remains of Capt. 
William W. Bird to Valdosta, Ga.; 

i 1st Lt. Tom W. Smith who will ac- 
company Capt. William A. Parsons 
to Wichita, Kansas; Lt. J. B. Harrell- 
son who will travel with the body 
of 1st Lt. A. W. Balfanz, Jr., to Abi- 
lene, Texas; 1st Lt. Amarante Tor- 
res who will escort 1st Lt. Roy O. 
Miles to Enid, Okla.; and M'Sgt. 
Charles E. Adams who will accom- 
pay T'Sgt. Horace A. Cannon to 
Fay cross, Ga. 

Remains of the men who perished 
in the crash Monday have been rest- 

! ing at the Durant Office of Southern 
and will be shipped by them this 
week to their respective homes. 

Preaching Sunday 
At Saron Church 

Preaching services will be held 
at Saron Church Sunday afternoon 
at 3:30 o’clock with the Rev. A. H. 
Miller in the pulpit. Everyone is 
invited to come worship at this ser- 
vice. 

Durant City Officers 
Make Seven Arrests 

Seven arrests for drunkenness 
and drunken driving were made by 
Marshal Clarence Robertson and 
Durant city law-enforcement offi- 
cials over the weekend. 

The following cases were tried in 
Mayor W. E. Howell’s court Monday: 

Bryant Campbell, Kosciusko, post- 
ed $15.00 bond on public drunken- 
ness charge Sunday night. Failed 
to appear and forfeited. 

Percy L. Tillman, colored, Good- 
man, arrested for drunken driving. 
Pled guilty. Fined $100. and costs 
and drivers license revoked. 

Roy Hodges, Kosciusko, arrested 
for drunken driving, pled guilty, 
fined $100. and costs and drivers 
license revoked. 

D. R. Jones, Ethel, drunken driv- 
ing Saturday night, pled guilty, 
fined $100. and costs and revoked 
drivers license. 

V. W. Nunn, Ethel, public drunk- 
enness, fined $10.00 and costs. 

Cecil Hodges, Kosciusko, public 
Hri nlronnocc Qnnffoit nirtVif finr.rl 

$10. and costs. 
Raids Thursday 

Three raids were made last Thurs- 
day night in Durant by city law- 
enforcement officials. 

Demitto (Hot Tamale) Gomez* res- 
idence where a small amount ol 
moonshine liquor was found. Plec 
guilty in Mayor’s court Friday, Paic 
$1100. and costs. 

Nicey Allen’s place in the alley 
colored, raided and Willie Mae Ellis 
arrested. Small amount of moon 
shine liquor found. Fined $100. anc 
costs in Mayor’s court Friday or 
guilty plea. 

Rucker Bass, colored cafe in the 
alley, four cases of home brew 
found. Pled guilty and fined $100 
and costs. 

Vets Representative 
In Durant Wednesdays 

A Veterans Administration Con- 
tact Representative from the Green- 
wood Sub-Regional office will be in 
Durant on Wednesday, August 7th, 
and ev^ry other Wednesday there- 
after to assist Holmes County veter- 
ans, their dependants and .benefic- 
iaries in the preparation, develop- 
ment and presentation of claims 
under the G. I. Bill, Robert H. De- 
Kay, Regional Contact Officer ann- 
ounces. Veterans needing informat- 
ion concerning rights or benefits 
under laws administered by the 
Veterans Administration should see 
the V A Contact Representative at 
the City Hall in Durant or contact 
the Greenwood Sub-Regional Office 
located in the Bright Building at 315 
Howard Street. 

Holmes County Annual 
Horse Show Success 

Record Number Sees 
Horses From Four 
States At Show 

The fifth annual horse show of 
Holmes county held Saturday eve- 
ning, July 27th, was a great suc- 
cess with a record crowd in attend- 
ance. 

Many beautiful horses from four 
states paraded under the lights for 
the prizes offered. Gene Herrman, 
president of the Lexington Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, sponsors of 
the event, welcomed the visitors 
officially and the Rev. A. Y. Brown, 

1 Methodist pastor, of Lexington, gave 
the invocation. 

N. L. Walker, Shelby, former 
principal of the Lexington Grammar 
School, acted as announcer. Judge 
Omer Carroll, Centreville, was as- 
sisted by Juno Robertson, also of 
Centreville, and W. E. Strider, Lex- 
ington, was ringmaster. 

Billups Petroleum Company fur- 
nished the sound truck for the 
occasion. 

Ribbon girls were, Misses Patricia 
Scobey, Gwindolyn McRae, Dorothy 
Ashley, Rachel Rodgers, and Edith 
Herring. 

Winners Nomed 
A complete, official list of the 

winners follows: 
Winners in Fifth Annual Holmes 
County Horse Show, Sponsored by 
Lexington Junior Chamber of 
Commerce 

Beall Athletic Field — T.evintdnn 
Class No. 1—Colts Foaled in 1946 

No Entry. 
Class No. 2 Colts Foaled in 1945- 

Halter 1st- $7.50 Mountain Sue, 
John G. Stanton, Winona, 2nd- $5.00 
Sir Super Man, J. H. Armstrong, 
Vaiden. 
Class No. 3 Young Peoples Class- 
15 Years and Under. 

1st—$5.00, Miss Labarre, Owner, 
Kent Stables, Fluker, La., Douglas 
Field, rider; 2nd—$4.00, Gooseneck 
Ann.Nelton Michie, Vaiden, owner, 
Melton Michie, rider; 3rd—$3.00, 
Dixie, Sacy Boyle, rider; 4th 
$2.00 Unger’s Betty, Mrs. W. M. 
Unger, Tchula, Miriam Vandiver, 

L rider; 5th—$1.00, Sweet Memory, J. 
S. Watson, Jr., Lexington, Jean 
Wood, rider. 

Class No. 4—Holmes County Plan- 
tation Saddle Horses. 1st—$15.00, 
McArthur Allen, A. J. Stevens, 111, 
West, owner, A. J. Stevens, 111, 
rider; 2nd—$10.00, Unger’s Betty, 
Mrs. W. M. Unger, Tchula, owner, 
Ann M. Abbott, rider; 3rd—$5.00, 
Trigger, Bobby McNees, Ebenezer, 
owner, Mrs. L. L. McNees, rider; 

Fine Harness Class. 1st—$15.00, 
Pal O Mine, Betty Gerlach, Helena, 
Ark., owner, Betty Gerlach, rider; 
2nd—$7.50, Lady, Bud Gerlach 
Helena, Ark. owner, Bud Gerlach, 
rider; 

Class No. 5—Walking Mare, Geld- 
ing or Stallion 2 Years old. 1st—$15. 
Time Record, J. T. Hataway, Laude- 
rdale, owner, J. H. Noblin rider; 2nd 
$10.00, Golden Bird, Chas. Kent, 

i Fluker, La., owner, Chas. Kent rider 
3rd—$5.00, Don Wilson, Dr. E. A. 
Russell, McComb, owner, Dr. E. A. 
Russell, rider. 

Class No. 6—Junior 5 Gaited 
Mare, Gelding or Stallion—Under 4 
Years. 1st—$15.00, Pal O Mine, 
Betty Gerlach, Helena, Ark. owner, 
Betty Gerlach, rider; 

Class No. 7 — Junior Walking 
(Continued on page two) 

Attends Police Institute At University 

Law enforcement officers who 
attended the Police Institute at 
the University of Mississippi last 
week included: 

Front Row. left to right, Paul 
H. Stribling of Jackson, Hall Mc- 
Corkle of Gulfport, (class pres- 
ident) Orris O. Wanker, of An- 
guilla. Albert P. Simpson of Cor- ; 
inth, W. R. Sanders of McComb, j 

| Special Agent D. Farris Jones 
(FBI), of Greenville. A. J. Com- j 1 fort of Sandhill, Robert S. Black j 

; of the University, Henry W. Cook, ] 
Jr., of Biloxi, Walter F. Williams j 

of Biloxi. 
Second row, left to right, Rich- 

ard H. Hart of Gulfport, Byron F. Ray of Durant, J. B. Hines, Jr., of Jackson. James A. Manning] Jr., of Jackson, Weldon F. Allen 
of Yazoo City, Harold B. Davis 
of Greenville, Geor-ge C. Hawk- 
ins of Raleigh, William W. Dukes 
of Hattiesburg, and Harold G. 
Hinton of Corinth (extreme 
right). 

Third row, Elmer C. Harris, 
Sr. of Hattiesburg (left column). 
Eugene L. Games of Hattisburg 

(hand on chin), Meady B. Pierce 
of Jackson, Thomas H. Singletary 
of Jackson, Robert J. Costello of 
Biloxi, Irvin R. Ripley of Gulf- 
port, George K. Mayfield of By- 
halia, and Newman L. Reese of 
Fulton. 

Fourth row, Glenn M. Maddox 
of Hattiesburg, Harmon McGuf- 
fee of McComb, and C. Guy 
Cooke of Oxford. Photograph 
taken in front of Graduate Build- 
ing where all classes of the in- I 
stitute were held. 

I 
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Five White Men Jailed For Murder Of 
Holmes Negro Will Get Preliminary 
Hearing In Lexington Friday 

Three Men Held 
Admit Whipping 
Leon McTatie 

The preliminary trial of five white 
men charged with murder in con- 
nection with the death of Leon Mc- 
Tatie, Holmes county negro, will be 
held in Lexington Friday afternoon 
at two o’clock. The case will be 
heard by Judge W. D. Ford and 
Judge Raiford McNeer, Durant, will 
also sit on the case. 

The men to be tried are Jeff 
Dodd, Sr., Jeff Dodd, Jr., Vernon 
Vale and Spencer Ellis, all of 
Holmes county; Dixie Roberts, 
Greenwood Taxicab Co. operator 
and his nephew, Pvt. James E. 
Roberts. 

Body Found 24th 
The dead negro’s body was found 

half floating in a Sunflower county 
lake Wednesday, July 24th. He dis- 
appeared Tuesday, July 23rd 
after an alleged beating occurring 
about noon Monday after he was 
taken out of the Lexington jail by 
Dodd. Mr. Dodd, Sr., dismissed the 
charges against McTatie, paid costs 
amounting to $15.25 and told Sheriff 
W. L. Murtagh he wanted the negro 
to go back making his crop. Dodd 
was alone at this time. 

Admit Whipping 
Three of the men arrested have 

admitted to authorities the whip- 
ping of the negro on Monday, July 
22, over the theft of a saddle belong- 
ing to Jeff Dodd, Sr., on whose 
piace ne uvea, iney were Dodd anc 
his son, Jeff, Jr., and Dixie Roberts 
The negro had been jailed for the 
theft of the saddle but stoutly main- 
tained his innocence, reports indi- 
cated. He was released from the 
Holmes county jail on request of Mr 
Dodd, authorities stated, early Mon- 
day morning, July 22. The whipping 
took place after the negro got oul 
of jail they stated on the Dodc: 
place near West. Shortly afterward 
he disappeared. 

Theft Confessed 
Jerry Lee Haywood and Rober 

Haywood, stepchildren of the deac 
negro, have confessed to the thef 
of the Dodd saddle and stated tha' 
neither their stepfather nor thei: 
mother knew anything at all abou 
it. They went to the home of Bar- 
rett English, a white man, and re- 
covered the Dodd saddle. 

Holmes county authorities wen 
told that the children became fear 
ful of their parents’ lives when Mr 
Dodd and the other men brough 
their stepfather home from jail anc 
he had apparently already beei 
beaten. 

Seen By Wife 
The negro’s wife, Henrietta, stated 

her husband’s hands were tied wit! 
a grass rope and that his lips were 

Dinas Thanks Citizens 
For Gifts To Greece 

To my friends of Holmes County: 
May I take this opportunity to try 

to express the appreciation and feel- 
ings from a grateful heart to all of 
you who gave in support of ‘The 
Greek Cattle Relief.’ 

Information as to this cause was 
received late in our County, so late 
that we were one of the three Coun- 
ties in tha State which had made no 
donation at the time, but in three 
and one-half days you came forward 
with one of the largest monetary 
contributions given. This fact speaks 
U Lv w f aiih nUnvnAi/Mi An/I if ai 

responsiveness to a Humanitarian 
call for aid. 

The sentiments stored within a 

person cannot be seen, nor cam they 
be justly expressed in the words 
that I write to you. Words are some- 

times not capable of expressing our 

inmost thoughts. I find myself in 
this situation now. 

It is difficult for us here in Amer- 
ica to realize the hardships and 
sufferings of those abroad. We do 
not know how it feels to have young 
starving children knock on our 

doors, and ask for something to eat, 
only to turn them away empty-han- 
ded and broken in spirit. We don’t 
know what it means to go without 
shoes for years or have wooden ones 

to endure the snowy and rainy wea- 

ther with, and to be clothed in mere 

rags. Those who fought in foreign 
lands are more keenly aware of this! 
than others; but to fully understand, 
we must go through the actual ex-1 
perience itself, which I sincerely! 
trust this nation will never have to' 
do. 

My people have written me some 
of their tribulations, but I know 
that some they have omitted. The 
many long sleepless nights of think- 
ing and having illusions of their 
suffering are coming to an end, be- 
cause you have made it possible for 
me to go and actually see them. I 
tlso realize that I will be deeply j 
iurt over much which I will see, i 

bleeding and she could tell he ha* 
been whipped when she first saw 
him Monday after he had been re- 
leased from jail by Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd and the men took her 
husband off the second time to the 
pasture, she said and she became 
fearful and took her children to the 
woods where she hid. She did not 
see her husband again after the me* 
had taken him to the pasture th* 
second time, she said. 

Disappearance Reported 
The negro woman got someone in 

the neighborhood to take her and 
the children to Goodman to the 
Tillman Branch place where her 
husband had been raised. Tuesday 
morning they went back to their 
home and her husband could not be 
found after which she reported his 
disappearance to Sheriff W. L. Mur- 
tagh. 

Sheriff Murtagh told her that if 
he didn’t show up that day he would 
start investigating at once The 
negro did not show up and investi- 
gation started. 

Body Was Buried 
McTatie’s body was found Wed- 

nesday by a negro fisherman half 
floating in a lake south of Bay Lake 
ridge, six miles southwest of Indian- 
ola, which is about sixty miles from 
West where the alleged beating took 
place. After a coroner’s inquest it 
was buried there but was exhumed 
on an order of Judge S. F. Davis, 
circuit judge of this district, and 
brought to Holmes county. 

The body found has been posi- 
tively identified as McTatie by the 
negro’s wife and by Holmes county 
Deputy Sheriffs, ‘Bear’ Roach and 
Brady Davis. 

The medical examination of the 
body showed conclusively that he 
was dead when placed in the lake, 
authorities said. The body was so 

swollen that marks of the beating 
would not have been evident, they 
said. 

Arrests Mode 
First arrests made in the case by 

: Sheriff Murtagh and his deputies 
were early Sunday night, July 28th. 

; They were Vernon Vale and Spenc- 
; er Ellis The Sheriff and his deputies 

then went to Leflore county where 
; the picked up Dixie Roberts and 

his nephew, Pvt. James E. Roberts 
after considerable difficulty in 
locating them. They were placed in 
the Holmes county jail at Lexing- 

I ton early Monday morning. Deputy 
i Sheriff W. C. Campbell, Leflore 

: county, accompanied them on this 
trip. 

i Jeff Dodd, Jr. was arrested by 
Sheriff Murtagh about six o’clock 
Monday morning at his home in 
Pickens and Jeff Dodd, Sr., gave 

i himself up around nine o’clock Mon- 
day morning. 

«• 

Regular Services At 
Methodist Church ^, 

The Rev. and Mrs. W. P. Bailey 
have returned home from Lake 
Junalauska, N. C., where they have 
been attending the School of Mis-, 
sions and young people’s conference. 

Regular services will be held Sun- 
day at the Methodist Church the 
Rev. Bailey announced. 

Churchy School will be held at ten 
and morning worship at 11:00. 
Evening worship is at 7:30. All mem- 
bers are urged to be present and 
the public is given a cordial invita- 
tion. 

I 

Bolling Rites Held 1 

At New Hope Tuesday 
Funeral Services for John B. 

Bolling, 69, Sallis resident, who died 
at a Kosciusko hospital Monday fol- 
lowing three weeks illness, were 
held Tuesday at New Hope Metho- 
dist Church. Burial was in the 
churchyard cemetery with Southern 
Undertaking Association in charge. 

Surviving are the widow, Mrs. 
Willie M. Bolling and two sons and 
two daughters. 

but these two ‘Mercy Ships’ you are 
sending will overshadow all of 
these. 

As soon as my duties are disch- 
arged after we land, I am going 
straight to my home by the fastest 
available transportation. You can 
share with me the happiness of a re- 
union after 26 years of absence— 
the same joy a service man would 
have coming home after spending 
26 years overseas. 

To all of you who gave, from the 
smallest to the largest, to the organ- 
izations, business stores, homes, and 
individuals who gave so generously, 
all of you who helped so willingly, 
to the people of my home-town, 
Durant, who gave almost twice as 

much as all other towns in the Co- 
unty combined, to each and every- 
one who gave in thought, spirit, 
deed, and prayer, my heart opens 
wide with everlasting thanksgiving. 

Yours sincerely, A.K. Dinas 


