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Letters To Editor 
First Baptist Church 
C. M. Day, Pastor 
Durant, Mississippi 

November 4, 1946 

Miss Hazel Brannon 
Editor Durant News 
Durant, Mississippi 
Dear Hazel: 

As pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Durant, I want to ex- 

press to you my sincere appreciat- 
ion of your efforts in behalf of law 
and order in Holmes county. 

We believe that when scroll 
of time shall be pulled back, and 
rewards are being given to the 
faithful, you wil hear Him say: 
“Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over 

a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into 

the joy of thy Lord.” 
We wish you well and pledge 

to you anew our support in your 
noble efforts. 

Sincerely, 
C. M. DAY 

909 West Capitol 
Jackson Mississippi 
October 29, 1946 

Dear Miss Brannon: 
I just want to say, “Good for 

you.” Regardless of the apparant re- 

sults of your efforts, the citizens 
will benefit from your courageous 
fight and we thank you. I can 

imagine what you are against in do- 
ing what you are doing in a small 
town. 

My best wishes are wun you. 
Yours truly, 

J. R. PHILLIPS 

Veterans Adminstration 
Washington 25, D. C. 

November 1,1946 

Miss Hazel Brannon 
The Durant News, 
Durant, Mississippi 
Dear Hazel: 

From away up here in Wash- 
ington we have been following 
closely your difficulties with Judge 
Davis and the officers of the law in 

Holmes county. To say that you are 

having an interesting but rugged 
time is in the department of under- 
statement. 

The words of Judge Davis 
were certainly not well-chosen, for 
they will probably be used against 
him many times in the volumes that 
will surely be published in the nat- 
ional press regarding your case. 

“There's nothing that can be done 
about it” is not encouraging news 

to those of us who want to see good 
government and State prestige brou- 

ght about in Mississippi, but we 

shou'Jd thank whole-heartedly for 
the incentive he has given many 

people to get out and do something, 
rather than to remain in their state 
of indifference regarding these 
matters. 

We admire the courage you 
have shown in leading the crusade 
for law and order in Mississippi. 
Yours, like others, is an up-hill 
climb, but hitch your wagon to a 

star and soon you’ll be riding the 
rainbow. 

Sincerely your friends, 
JOHANNA WESTPHELING 
JUDGE LUCY SOMERVILLE 
HOWORTH 

PEOPLES BANK OF DURANT 
Member FDIC 

Durant Phone 35 

WANTED 
Girls and Young Women, high school graduates 
only, to enter training as student nurses in the 

(King's 
Daughters Hospital, Greenville, Missis- 

sippi. 
A new class will begin January 12, 1947, and 
this is a wonderful opportunity to become equip- 
ped for a life of service in a remunerative pro- 
fession. 

There is no expense attached to enrolling in this 
class and, in addition to free tuition, uniforms, 
etc., the following cash allowances are made: 

$20.00 per month first year (after pro- 
bation pepriod). 

$25.00 per month second year. 
$30.00 per month third year. 

ADDRESS COMMUNICATIONS TO 

Superintendent of Nurses 

KING'S DAUGHTERS HOSPITAL * 

f i; 
Greenville, Mississippi i 

* 
1 

S. V. ANDERSON 
Attorney at Law 
Greenville, Miss. 

October 29, 1946 
Miss Hazel Brannon, 
Durant, Mississippi. 
Dear Hazel: 

I desire to commend you for 
another manifestation of courage. 
\ou may be asured that all thought- 
ful peeople thing that regardless of 
the outcome of your appeal, you 
have emerged from the contempt 
incident with increased stature. The 
same cannot be said for other 
participants. 

With best wishes, 
Very truly yours, 

S. V. Anderson 

Tyro, Mississippi 
November 1, 1946 

Dear Miss Brannon: 
I was shocked and surprised 

at what took place at your “trial” 
which recently took place and which 
was reported in the Commercial 
Appeal on October 29th. I cannot 
see how any member of the judicial 
branch of our government can afford 
to make such a statement as was 

made by Judge Davis in the course 

of the trial. His statement that “It 
is futile to try to clean up Holmes 
County” and other remarks should 
not go unchallanged. 
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about moral reforms the whole co- 

untry would soon be wrecked. 
I wish to commend you 

heartily for any effort you are mak- 
ing toward greater respect for law 
and order and 1 wish you every 
success in your laudable under- 
taking. 

In this connection I am mail- 
ing to you under separate cover a 

copy of my monthly magazine, in 
which I am making a constant fight 
along the same line in which you 
are laboring. I would like to get a 

sample copy of your paper. 
With my best wishes, 
Sincerely, 
G. T. SLEDGE 

TEAY N. GORE 
Attorney at Law 
Marks, Mississippi 

October 30, 1946 
Miss Hazel Brannon, 
Durant, Mississippi. 
Dear Miss Brannon: 

I have seen you only once 

that being at the State Democratic 
Convention. I have seen copies of 
your paper fro time to time, and 
and want to compliment on your 
good paper. What I am writing to 

say is that I do not think by any 
stretch of law can what you did at 

Lexington be held to be contempt 
of Court. I presume you are not go- 
ing to submit and recognize this 
holding of Judge Davis as lawful. I 
think he acted very much "unlike” 
a Judge. To hold people in contempt 
for doing what you did would thro- 
ttle freedom and justice instead of 
promoting it. 

I am sure you do not need my 
services, but they are available "free 

gratis for nothing just for the ask- 
ing.” 

Yours very respectfully, 
T. N. GORE 

Starkville, Mississippi 
November 1, 1946 

Major Frederick Sullens, 
Editor Jackson Daily News. 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Dear Major Sullens. 

I want to express my hearty 
approval of your editorial in the 
Jackson Daily News of October 29, 
entitled An Outrageous Sentence.” 

Such an attitude displayed by 
a judge of tthe bench cannot do 
other than to breed contempt—not 
for the bench—but for the person 
who occupies it. Whenever a judge 
shows, not only contempt, but such 
judicial intolerance for crusaders 
against crime, and exercises his 
assumed judicial prerogatives to in- 
timidate such agencies for righteous 
living, the logical conclusion is that 
he has surrendered to the forces oi 
crime and enlisted in their crusade 
against the laws of the land, and 
dedicated the judicial powers he 

I possesses or assumes to the promot- 
ion of their cause. 

Professing to “admire” the 
“spunk” of Miss Brannon, the judge 
attributes to her something which 
he does not possess—“spunk.” Dou- 
bting her “judgment” is of little 
importance coming as it does frorr 
a man whose “judgment” in the in- 

stant case is contemptible. 
If Judge Davis chooses to be- 

come a stooge for the racketeers, 
that is his business. But when he 
attempts to use the high office which 
he occupies to bluff, bulldoze, inti- 
midate and even penalize agencies of 

; good citizenship who have the moral 
| courage to fight for what is guaran- 
1 teed to the people by the laws of 
the land, then he holds in contempt 

| not only Miss Brannon, but all the 
lawabiding, peace-loving citizens of 

J his district. 
Your friend 

B. T. BELL 

909 West California Street 
Urbana, Illinois 

November 1, 1946 
Miss Hazel Brannon 
Editor, The Durant News 

| Durant, Mississippi 
My Dear Miss Brannon: 

I have been following with in- 
! terest and enthusiastic approval 
| your law enforcement crusade in 
Holmes county. It was, therefore, 
very distressing to learn of the con- 

tempt of court proceedings which 
can only be regarded as an effort to 
silence your vigarous editioral voice. 
The remarks of Judge Davis at this 
trial seem to be inexcusable. 

Please accept my be.^t wishes 
| for continued success in the difficult 
couse you have undertaken. You are 

i helping to preserve one of the fin- 
est American traditions—that of a 

free and independent press, dedi- 
cated to the maintenance of civil 
rights and the enforcement of law. 

Sincerely yours, 
DAVID DONALD 
-- 

Millsaps College 
Jackson, Mississippi 
October 31, 1946 

Miss Hazel Brannon 
Lexington, Mississippi 
Dear Miss Brannon, 

It is a thankless task to try to 
create the “just city” as Plato long 
ago pointed out in the Republic, but 

| at the same time he insisted that 
I virtue is its own reward, and that 
we must never cease trying until 
“philosophers" or wise men become 

| rulers of the state. 
I want to commend you for 

your courage in trying to create the 
just state. I have been at it all of my 
professional life in the field of edu- 
cation and as associate editor of the 

i New Orleans Christian Advocate 
! for some years. I know how you 
feel. I get vituperative letters for 
my pains, especially this summer 

after the election. More power to 

you. 

Sincerely, 
ALFRED P. HAMILTON 

October 29, 1946 
Miss Hazel Brannon 
Lexington, Mississippi 
Dear Miss Brannon: 

Since Christianity (not mere- 

ly the Sunday-go-to-church type) is 
our only hope I think America needs 
a new party—a Christian party. 
Such an undertaking would give 
us Christians an opportunity to 
form a united front and, perhaps, 
by joining forces with the European 
counterpart it may result in worm 

peace. After all, God went to some j 
bother in providing us with a Test- 
ament—a way of life—so it is 
absurd to expect the brotherhood of 
man to be brought about by a hand- 
ful of politicians, who even lack the 
courage to say a formal prayer. 

If you believe in this idea, 
please spread it. 

Yours truly, 
A CHRISTIAN 

2849-A Minnesota Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 
October 31, 1946 

Dear Miss Brannon: 
Congratulations for trying to 

uphold justice in the face of app- 
arently insurmountable odds (News- 
week, November 4, 1946). I imagine 
its a lot worse trying that in Miss- 

issippi than it is here in Missouri. 
We’re having our troubles too. Right 
now it’s about a policeman shooting 
and killing a negro because the 
negro happened to be walking in 
his way. 

It is always encouraging to 
note that people have forthright 
courage in spots where that courage 
is frowned upon. 

Sincerely, 
ARMIN H. BECK 

From where I sit... Jby Joe Marsh 

Friendship—Three 
Thousand Miles Apart 

Ever play eheaa? Ira a great 
game! One of the strongest friend* 
ships I know of started with a game 
of eheaa—between Dad Hoskins, in 
oar town, and a man named Dalton 
Barnes, in England. 

They’ve never seen each other, 
never met. But for the past eight 
years they’ve been playing chess 
by mail together — Dad puzzling 
over Dalton’s latest letter, while he 

sends a chart of his next move to 

England. 
Dad always thinks best with a 

mellow glass of beer beside his 

__ 

writes him that be does the same 

Too know, it’s almost as if wo 

shared a glass of beer together, 
too!" says Dad contentedly. 

From where I sit, you can talk 
about diplomacy and foreign pol- 
icy, but it’s often those little things 
—like a game of chess or a glass 
of beer—that can make for toler- 
ance and understanding be- 
tween people of all nations... be- 
tween neighbors here at home! 
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FOR YOUR 
I 

Fall Funiture Needs 
ASK ABOUT OUR 

Convenient Credit 
Plan 

I 

|p LOUNGE CHAIR AND w 

OTTOMAN $49.50 OCCASIONAL CHAIR 
$13.95 

GENUINE LAWSON SOFAS 
Truly Beautiful Funiture. $169.50 

TELEPHONE SETS $14.95 

CEDAR CHEST 
Natural cedar finish 
with sliding tray. 

$39.50 

c.itp COCKTAIL TABLES 
bUllt tfcgc 

Solid Oak 5-Pc.59.50 * 

THE RNCHER COMPANY 
"WE SELL TO SERVE" 

Phone 63 Lexington 
1 

_ 


