
DURANT NEWS t 

90th YEAR NUMBER 52 DURANT, MISSISSIPPI'THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 9,'1948 $2.00 Per Year 
" 

THROUGH 

HAZEL 

EYES 
By Hull Brannon 

The outstanding impression gained 
today in Italy is one of great in- 
dustry. All of the Italians are busy 
■working, men and women, boys and 
girls, old and young. All over Italy, 
wherever you go, the Italians are 
working hard in the fields or en- 

gaged in building back a war-ravag- 
ed home or business. 

It seems that every inch of Italian 
«oil is In cultivation as you travel 
throughout the country, especally 
in northern Italy, where is located 
the most fertile soil. Every member 
of the family is engaged in tilling 
the land and implements used are 
the crudest type. All of the planting 
and cultivation and practically all of 
the harvesting is done by hand, us- 

ing the most primitive methods- In 
all Italy I saw only one tractor. In 
many places I saw whole families 
out in the field working, old men 

and women who were surely grand- 
parents. In some places, I saw men 

-hitched up pulling plows where 
they were apparently too poor to 
•own farm animals. The Italians, 
like other Europeans, make full use 

of animal and human wastes for 
■fertilizer. Hie fields are beautiful, 
as are the rolling hills one sees from 
Stresa, the fine Italian resort on 

Xake Maggiore, to Milan, Florence 
and Venice. 

There is evidence neany every- 

where of the part Italy played in 

the war, for this country was 

fought all over, from Sicily north. 
There was widespread damage to 
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runis of railroad and highway bridg- 
es are numerous. Many of these have 

not been rebuilt and in some places 
pontoon bridges are still being used. 

Transportation goes on even though 
the trains are in miserable shape. 
Everywhere there is evidence of 

bombed out buildings and buildings 
that have undergone shelling. Ships 
still lay on their sides • Naples 
Genoa, and other ports- 

I saw mile after mile of homes 

in Italy that were just hollow 
shells- They had been practically 
-demolished in house to house fight- 
ing all along the highways. 

Here and there the American flag 
iloated proudly over the cemeteries 

doting the Italian countryside 
•wherein our lonely heroes sleep., 

Unlike England, however, the 

buildings are rapidly being replaced. 
Rubble is stacked neatly in piles 
awaiting the day when they can go 
to work on them. Italy, again un- 

like England, has much stone, mar- 

ble, and building materials. In addi- 
tion the Italians are used to work- 

ing with their hands. Consequently 
building is more widespread in Italy 
now than any other European coun- 

try. 
The Italians are extremely friend- 

ly to American visitors and seem to 

do everything in their power to 

be obliging and pleasing. They seem 

to have only one desire—and that 

is to get their jobs done with the 

least possible interference and stay 
out of war. 

On all sides one sees what Mus- 
solini did for Italy, the roads he 
caused to be built, the magnificient 
sports palaces and other buildings 
dedicated to the glorification of the 
human body. 

When asked about Mussolini, the 
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say: “Mussolini was alright. He did 
a lot for Italy. But he made the 
mistake of getting in the war.” 

They seem to regard Mussolini, 
as a sort of patron saint, who did a 

lot for Italy, but just made one mis- 
take—that of war. Nor do they 
"blame him for getting them into 
the war. 

“He could not help himself,” they 
will say. 

“It was that man Hitler.” 
One thing certain. The Italians 

today, do not want another war. 

They do not like the Russians, and 
if possible, they like the Germans 
even less. 

There is plenty of food in Italy, 
except meat. The people who live 
in the country get enough to eat. 
Those who live in their cities do 
not fare so well. There is plenty of 
food for sale in the black markets, 
which are so numerous they are 
practically legal. But the average 
Italian worker does not have the 
money to buy in the black market. 
His wages have risen considerably, 
some 25-25 per cent, but the prices 
paid for food and clothing have vir- 
tually doubled. A new suit of 
clothes costing around $40.00 would 
take the whole month’s salary of 
the average skilled workman. Few 
skilled workers make more than 
$50.00 per month. 

Prices on other commodities, es- 
pecially luxury goods, such as silks, 
glass, leather goods, antiques, are 
cheaper than elsewhere on the con- 
tinent. The rate of exchange for 
the American dollar is very good 
in Italy, and here again the black 
market does a flourishing business 
giving a higher rate of exchange 

• than the legal rate. Every place 
of business gives the tourist more 
than the legal rate. Goods are mark- 
ed up to where the seller does not 
suffer too much. The wise shopper 
first settles on the price of the ar 

seasonal lotion Race 
With Time And Weather 
Is Now Going Strong 

County Agent Sullivan 
Reports Crop Schedule 
Ahead Of Last Year's 

The farmers’ race against time 
and the weather, is now going I 
strong, according to reports- Coun- 1 

ty Farm Agent W. H. Sullivan says I 
the season is well under way. that 
more cotton has been picked in the j 
county up to the present than “in a I 
good many years.” 

The crop is three weeks ahead of 
the schedule last year, and though 
appearances are not as good as back 
in July and around the first of 
August, there is still expected a 
good yield. 

“A mighty good corn crop” is pre- 
dicted by Mr. Sullivan, and “hay is 
doing well after the rains last | week.” Crop damage due to storms , 
and the cool spell in neither grain , 
nor cotton were noticeable. A scar- 
city of cotton pickers is reported. 

Two Thousand Hand Pickers 
H. H. Thomas, manager of the 

local State Employment office, re- j 
ports that some near 2,000 Negroes 
were picking cotton by hand over 
the county, with truckloads of the 
workers leaving Lexington, Tchula, 
and other central meeting points, 
each day. 

The 11 mechanical pickers in the 1 

county pull the fiber at a cost of 
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bale additional due to a lowering of 
the grade of cotton in the mechani- ! 
cal process. Handpicked, the fiber is 
one grade higher, bust costs about 

1 

$40 a bale, getting it picked. One 
machine can do seven to 10 bales a 

day, Mr. Sullivan said. 
Cotton picking this year, by hand. 1 

is bringing $3 to $3 50 a hundred 
pounds, more than was averaged r 

last year, the county agent said- | 
Considering that the seed is not ns 
good as last year, and the prices not 
as high, the high price paid for cot- i 

ton picking is “about $1 too much,” I 

according to Mr. Sullivan- 
Cotton growers using mechanical 1 

cotton pickers this season are: Craw- 
ford Logan. Louis Lowentritt, Guy 
Sharp, Frank Gwin, James Peaster, 1 
of Tchula; Ras M. Branch, Goodman. 
Tol Thomas, and Sam Hughes, of 1 
Cruger, S. J. Foose, Jr., J. P. Love, i 
Tchula, and Robert B. Garrarde of < 

Thornton. 1 
Though the hill crop appears 

much better than last year, the ! 
Delta is about the same. Agent Sul- t 
livan said Forty-four to 45 thousand 
bales in the county are predicted. 
Last year about 44,000 were grown. 

Service; Are Held 
For Mrs. Alderman 

Services for Mrs. Blanche Inez 
Crawford Alderman. 46, wife of J. 
T. Alderman, of Tchula. who died 
September 2, at her home after an 

illness of 11 months, were held Fri- 
day at 2 o’clock at Horseshoe Bap- 
tist church, of which she was a 

member. The Rev- H. C. Ellis, as- 

sisted by the Rev. Mr. Swanson, 
officiated. Burial was in Oregon 
cemetery. 

Born February 19, 1902, at Coffee- 
ville, she was married to Mr. Aider- 
man on March 7, 1920, at Slaughter- 
She leaves besides her husband, 
four sons. J- T., Jr„ Charles Ed- 
wards Alderman, Robert E. Aider- 
man and Harvey L. Alderman; two 
daughters. Mrs. Inez Alderman 
Hoover, and Mrs. Kuoy Alderman 
Miller. 

She also leaves two brothers, Le- 
land Crawford and Oliver Crawford; 
a sister. Mrs. Allen Sykes; three 
grandchildren, and a number of 
nieces and nephews of the vicinity. 

Southern Funeral home was In 
charge 

Pallbearers were Floyd Thomas. 
Wayne Grantham, William Hughes. 
Charles Lee Cox, Preston Plunkette, 
and Morris Johnson. 

tide and gets it down to the lowest 
figure in liras before arguing about 
the rate of exchange. 

Florence is still the center of a 

flourishing business in leather goods 
and world-famous mosaics- In Ve- 
nice the beautiful Venetian glass is 
probably the largest business Prices 
are so high on Venetian lace that 
few people buy. Prices on all goods 
which tourists usually buy for 
souvenirs and gifts for the folks 
back home have doubled and tripled. 
Even then the margin of profit is 
not as much as before the war .... 

vet the workers have less of every- 
thing. 

An excellent rule for European 
travellers is this: Don’t buv any- 
thing you can’t take with you 
Venetian glass and antiques that 
have to be packed in cases are very 
expensive by the time you get them 
home—if you get them. Transpor- 
tation of glass especially is prohibi- 
tive 

Durant s First Game 
s Flere With West 

Durant’s first game of the 1948 
football season will be held Friday 
light, September 17, here at 8:00 o’- 
clock. 

The team has been rounding into 
shape but much work is ahead be- 
ore the fracas with West, 

Other games for the 1948 season 
ire: September 24, Eupora; October 

Kilmichael, there; October 8, Ben- 
con, here; October 15. Carrollton, 
lere; October 22. Tchula, here; Oct- 
>ber 29, open; November 5, Novem- 
ber 19, Lexington, there. 

Dastalian Springs Sold 
to Stale Y For Camp 

Prominent Resort Was 
Once Scene Of 
Much Social Activity 

A permanent State “Y” camp will 
)e established at Castalian Springs 
lear Durant at an early date, ac- 

cording to plans made Wednesday 
it a meeting of the State “Y” Exe- 
cutive board. Members of the Board 
roted unanimously to purchase the 
;ite for $18,000, $3,000 of which has 
>een subscribed by Durant business 
nen. The property, which includes 
i building, the springs, two lakes 
ind about 200 acres of land, was 
jurchased from Mr. and Mrs. C. S- 
dfill. lone-time residents of Holmes 
lounty. 

Castalian Springs has long been 
loted over the State as a favorite 
esort, prominent for its healthful 
nineral waters. In time past it has 
>een the scene of much social acti- 
'ity. 

Detailed plans of improvements, 
lesigned to make the camp one of 
he best in the South, are to be 
■eleased in the near future. 

Ars. G. C. Brannon 
’asses At Winona 

Mrs. C. G. Brannon pased away 
it her home in Winona. Scptem- 
>er 2, after an illness of ten months. 

Services were held at Grenada the 
ollowing afternoon. 
Pigglv Wiggly store in Durant was 

•losed Friday afternoon and all of 
he employees attended the services. 
Mr- Brannon is a partner of Mr. 

\ V. McCullar and is widely known 
n Durant and Holmes county. At 
me time they made their home in 
^exington. 

C Committee Urges 
iafe Driving Here 

The Junior Chamber of Com- 
nerce Publicity Committee, urges 
ill oitizens to observe traffic rules 
ind regulations during the ensuing 
chool year. Chairman Aaron “Joe” 
-.ewis, cautions drivers to be on the 
vatch for bicycle riders and child- 
en at intersections, in order to pre- 
sent accidents. 

Drivers are also cautioned by the 
committee to drive slowly in and 
mound the school zones. 

H. J. C. Bulldogs Open 
Season With Game 16th 

Pearl River Wildcats 
To Furnish Opposition 

By R W. Almond 
GOODMAN, September 9—The 

194il edition of the Bulldogs will in- 

augurate the new season on Branch 
field, Thursday night, September 
16, aigainst the South Mississippi 
Wildcat team from Poplarviile. The 
spirit of the squard has been very 
good, everybody has been hustling 
all-the-way. Holmes will have a 

fighting team this season. There is 
much hard work ahead of the coach- 
es yet, to whip the team into shape 
before the opener just a week dis- 
tant. The Holmes offense will show 
speed and deception operating from 
the “T”. 

Jimmie Farrish of Canton, and 
Buddy Walden of Sheffield will be 
two of the best backs n the J. C. 
conference this season. Other per- 
formers showing considerable im- 
provement include: Tommy 
Nix, Clayton Wood, Jo- 
Jo White, Perry Boyette. 
Billy Cook and Arthur Land. The 
center position is wide open and 
three men are waging a good battle 
for the starting assignment the 16th 
Vs. Pearl River. 

The Holmes schedule at home will 
not conflict with the other schools 
of this area that play a straight Fri- 
day night schedule. 

All Home Games will be played 
on Thursday nights except the Octo. 
her 16, Saturday, Homecoming game 
with Jones Jr. college of Ellisville. 

(Kickoff—8:00 p. m.) 
HOLMES JUNIOR COLLEGE 

HOME SCHEDULE 
September 16—Pearl River Jun- 

ior college (Poplarville) 
September 30—Sunflower Junior 

college (Moorhead) 
October 16—Jones Junior college 

(Ellisville)—Homecoming. 
November 4—Hinds Junior college 

(Raymond) 
November 18—Northwest Junior 

college—(Senatobi a) 
(Starting Time—8:00 p. m.) 

Y.M.—Y.W. Receptions 
At Holmes Friday 

GOODMAN, Miss., September 9— 

| The YM and YW will give their 
annual reception for faculty and stu- 
dents Friday night, September 10. 
The event will be held on the cam- 

pus in the spacious lobby of the 
girls dormitory. 

Miss Rosemary Stewart and Dean 
Walker. 1948-49 presidents will be 
in charge of the program, which 
will include games and musical 
numbers. Group games are planned, 
whereby everyone may participate 
and become acquainted with faculty 
and students- 

Dean G. J. Everett will give the 
response to the welcome. The YMCA 
and YWCA on the campus is under 
the sponsorship of Mrs. Zilpha E. 

I Mansel. 

Fifth Generation Gets Haircut By Local Barber 
mm < i 

Shortly after coming to Durant in 
the fall of 1917 as a young barber, 
Carl Herrin cut the hair of A J- 
Love and continued on through the 
•ears to cut the hair of Mark Love. 

—Photo by Martha J. Field 

Marcus Love, Jr. and now Marcus 
Love, III—making a total of five 
generations. 

Master Marcus Love is shown in 
the chair getting his first haircut. 

Second Case Of Polio 
Reported By Dr. Weeks 

The second case of polio in Holmes 
county has been reported by Dr. W. 
H. Weeks, county health officer. 
Warrene G e t s o n, four-year-old 
Colored child living on the Ed Elli- 
son place, Lexington RFD, was 
taken to Vicksburg Polio clinic, 
Thursday, after diagnosis. 
The first case, that of an 8-year-old 

Negro boy near Cruger, was diag- 
nosed Tuesday of last week. Both 
children were taken to the Vicks- 
burg Polio clinic upon diagnosis. 

Services Are Set For 
Pvt. Rufus Abies, Jr. 

Remains Of Youth Who 
Died In Luxembourg 
Will Arrive Tuesday 

The remains of Pvt- Rufus Abies, 
Jr., who was killed in action in 
Luxembourg on November 18, 1944, 
will arrive here for services to be 
held at the Sennashe Church near 
Goodman, Tuesday afternoon. Sep- 
tember 14, at three o’clock. The Rev. 
Billy Hoof, of Hillsboro, will offi- 
ciate. He was a member of the 
Methodist church. 

Internment will be in the Sen- 
nashe cemetery with Southern 
Funeral home in charge of arrange- 

Young Abies was a member of 
the infantry. He was bom in Attala 
county, on November 2, 1916- 

Surviving are his mother, Mrs. 
Edna C. Abies, of Goodman; three 
sisters, Mrs. Ruth Allen, of Sallis; 
Mrs. Blanche Burrell and Mrs. Eva 
Dickerson, both of Goodman; four 
brothers, Fleming Abies, of Water 
Valley, Hanson, Levi and Palmer 
Abies, all of Goodman. 

Dog-Coon Fight Slated 
For September 22nd 
South Of Durant 

Durant’s first annual all-day dog- 
coon fight contest will be held five 
miles south of Durant on highway 
51. Wednesday, September 22, at 
the lake formerly known as Eagles 
Nest. The fight will be in the water 
and will continue until all contest- 
ing dogs are finished. 

Rules of the contest are: limitation 
of number of dog entries to 30: only 
goon dogs eligible—no bulldogs, 
collies, or German police; coon wil 
be on a log in the water, a few feet 
from water’s edge. One dog at a 
time goes to coon and scraps coon 
until either coon, or dog, or dog’s 
owner has enough. 

Owner of dog stands on bank and 
signals to referees in boat if he 
believes dog has had enough; three 
dogs making the best showing will 
be selected by three experienced and 
impartial judges- No responsibility 
is assumed by the organization for 
the safety or welfare or injury of 
dog; entrance fee per dog, five dol- 
lars 

Applications will be taken by the 
Durant Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and the Durant Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s club, sponsoring 
groups, as fast as they arrive. Re- 
freshments will be served on the 
grounds all day of thfi fight. Admis- 
sion will be charged 

Powell Indicted For 
Robbery And Larceny 

M- M. “Blackjack” Powell, night- 
club owner, of Durant, and John Ed 
Ivey, Attala county man, were be- 
ing held without bond Wednesday 
night in Hinds county jail in Jack- 
son after their indictment by the 
second judicial district grand jury 
in Raymond—Powell for robbery 
with firearms, and grand larceny, 
and Ivey for robbery with firearms- 

The indictments came as a result 
of charges filed against the two men 
in connection with the alledged hi- 
jacking of liquor cargoes on roads 
and highways in the western part 
of Hinds county in recent months 
No mention was made in the affi- 
dayits of the liquor reportedly in- 
volved, but charges were made in re- 

ference to cash, and in Powell’s ca.-e, 
to a vehicle reportedly taken at the 
same time. 

Both men pleaded not guilty and 
were ordered held without bond by 
Judge Hugh B. Gillespie. Powell 
was scheduled to answer charges in 
court Friday, with a date for Ivey’s 
appearance not definitely set. 

Health Center At Pickens 
Mr. Whitehead is providing a 

very nice place for a Health Cen- 
'er in Pickens. Many thanks to Mr. 
Whitehead. 

Our first clinic wil be held there. 
Friday, September 10, 9 to 3 o’- 
clock and each Friday thereafter. 

Petition Circulated On 
Proposed Gym; Asks 
$20,CJ Bond Issue 

Board Of Aldermen 
At Sept. 20 Meet 
To Act On Petition 

A petition of Qualified electors of Durant asking the Board of Aider- 
men to sell bonds of the city of 
Durant in an amount not to exceed 
$20 000. for the purpose of building 
a physical education building at the 
Durant School is now being circu- 
lated in Durant. 

It will be presented to the Board 
at the September 20th, meeting. 

The petition was endorsed over- 

whelmingly Monday evening by the 
majority of Durant citizens attend- 
ing the mass meeting held at the 
school auditorium for the purpose 
of discussing the proposed building. 

A representative group of citizens 
attended the meeting which was 
presided over by Wiley Humphries, 
Durant business man and an alder- 
man-elect of the city of Durant. 

The details concerning the pro- 
posed building were presented by 
Supt. N. C. Hathorn. Mr. Hathom 
said the physical education building 
(or gymnasium) needed could be 
built at an estimated $15,000. provid- 
ed use of surplus buildings at Camp 
McCain were bought. One of these 
buildings, the building formerly 
used as the hospital recrea- 
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has been set aside for the use of 
the Durant School. This building is 
117 feet by 140 feet with hardwood 
floors throughout and also with ade- 
quate heating and sanitary facilities. 

The building at Camp McCain can 
be bought for the price set by the 
government ($2700.) less the school 
discount of 80 per cent. Cost of dis- 
mantling of the building, transporta- 
tion of same to Durant, and erection 
of building complete on the Durant 
school grounds was estimated to 
cost around $15,000- by one contrac- 
tor. Exact figures or bids cannot 
be received until specifications of 
the building to be erected are 
drawn up. 

All qualified voters in Durant, in- 
terested in securing the building for 
the Durant School are invited to 
sign the petition. 

New Books Received 
At Holmes Library 

The Holmes County Library at 
Durant offers a very nice variety in 
reading this week. “Kristin Ladrans- 
datter” by Sigrid Undset, “Proud 
Destiny” by Feuchtwanger, and 
“Dawn’s Early Light” by Elswyth 
Thane, are three very worthwhile 
historical novels, in the lighter 
vein we have “Within The Harbor” 
by Sara Ware Rassett, “She Danced 
In The Ballet” by Berta Ruck, and 
the western story “The Gunmaster 
Of Saddleback” by D. B. Newton. 
Those interested in photography 
will be interested in “The Amateur 
Photographer’s Handbook” b y 
Aaron Sussman; “The Second Caval- 
cade Of History” by Claud Golding, 
is an eight-hundred page book of 
short biographical sketches of per- 
sons of historical interest in Eng- 
land, France, America and other 
countries. 

“Teen-age Stories Of The West’’ 
by Stephen Payne and “Teen-Age 
Mystery Stories” by Frank Owen, 
and “His Dog” bv Albert Payson 
Terhune will entertain the teen-age 
readers. 

“Blaze And The Gypsies” a new 

story of a horse by C- W. Ander- 
son. and “Here, Suzy” by Verna 
Hills are offered the juveniles. 

September copies of all magazines 
are on the shelf, and offer variety 
of good reading and attractive pic- 
tures- 

Vacation time is over, it is time 
for work at school and on Club pro- 
grams, and we want to call your 
attention to the quality and quanitity 
of Reference book in the library. 
We can furnish material on Religion, 
Sociology, Philosophy, Music. Art, 
Home Sciences, take you to any part 
of the United States or foreign 
countries, with books of travel and 
study customs. Hon. Wright Pat- 
man’s “Our American Government" 
will give vou the “answers to one 

thousand and one questions” about 
our government, “Encyclopedia 
Britannica,” “The World Book En- 

cyclopedia.” Webster’s “Dictionary” 
will answer most of your questions 
and the librarian will endeavor to 

supply anv other material needed. 
Some rf the Durant teachers have 

been in this week and two teachers, 
Mr. and Mrs- Jackson of West came 

down for books We hope that all 
of the teachers of the county will 
make the library their “headquar- 
ters” during the sesson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Bass and son 

plan to spend next week in Arkan- 
sas City, Kansas, visiting her pa- 
rents. 
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