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THROUGH 

By Hazel Brannon 

The debate now going on in the 
congress is extremely important 
to every American and especially 
to unborn generations in this 
country. 

Unlimited debate in the con- 
gress is one of the strongest safe- 
guards of our liberty and a bul- 
wark against, tyranny in high 
places of government. 

The members of the Truman 
Democratic party who would 
stifle debate are the very ones 
who would suffer most in the un- 
likely event of having their way. 

Mr. Truman is doing the coun- 
try a grave ■ ce by trying to 
cram the Civil rughts program 
down the throats of an unwilling 
congress. 

Some think he is more to be 
pitied than condemned, however. I 
He is in the position of heir to 
the Roosevelt liberal tradition. 

But Mr. Roosevelt only talked 
about Civil Rights — never doing 
anything about it. 

Mr. Truman arrived on the 
scene at a time when some real 
action was called for from the 
highly organized minorities in the 
country — more than lip service. 

The Black Fish Lake gambling 
casino in Arkansas has been raid- 
ed by the Arkansas State police 
under specific instructions from 
Governor Sid McMath. Its op- 
erators were arrested and a large 
•mount of gambling equipment 
seized. 

This resort has long been a 

thorn in the side of Memphis citi- 
zens who realize that the best in- 
terest of the public is not served 
in allowing places like Black Fish 
Lake to remain open. 

It is encouraging to see the 
governor of one of our nearby 
states take the lead in trying to 
stamp out gambling joints — long 
recognized as a public menace in 
any community regardless of size. 

From widespread reports over 
the state Mississippi has more 
than its share of such places. May- 
be it wouldn’t be such a bad idea 
for Hon. Fielding L. Wright to 
follbw suit. 

The Commercial Appeal, com- 

menting on the raid, says: 
“Governor McMath has made it 

■plaWwpeatedly that he wttt not 
tolerate organized vice. His record 
as the former vigorous prosecutor 
of Garland county when he clean- 
ed out and closed up the Hot 
Springs gambling joints proved 
that he means just what he says. 
Had the Black Fish Lake opera- 
tors been smart they would have 
closed the day Governor McMath 
took office or else St. Francis 
county law enforcement officers 
would have compelled them to 
close. 

"The latter cannot claim that 
the state’s chief executive gave 
them no opportunity. He waited 
three weeks in order to give them 
a chance. When they did not 
move, he did. The immediate re- 

sults are pleasing to all decent- 
minded citizens in Eastern Ark- 
ansas and elsewhere. They w’ill 
be even more pleased if it means, 
as it should, that the Black Fish 
Lake resort has gone out of busi- 
ness permanently. 

“Dives such as it has been have 
no place in any well-ordered re- 

gion or community, nor is there 
any validity in the argument that 
people have a right to gamble in 
such a place if they can afford it. 
No society or community can af- 
ford the type of “recreational” 
facilities Black Fish Lake offered, 
for, stripped of their veneer and 
plush furnishings, they are mere- 

ly ugly breedine places for crime, 
an incitement to crime and an at- 
trn/»tir»n ppimtnalR Th** nnfpn- 

tiality for tragedy is great wher- 
ever they are permitted to oper- 
ate. 

"How much misery and crime 
has resulted from the years of 
Black Fish Lake resort operation 
can never be estimated. 

Two Memphians now serving 
prison terms for embezzlement of 
large sums admitted they lost 
most of the money in the dive. Its 
attraction for criminals was prov- 
ed in 1946 when a band of armed 
hoodlums cleaned it and its pa- 
trons to the reported tune of 
$100,000. There probably would 
have been a killing had the vic- 
tims even hinted at resistance. 
Murder and suicide are the lurk- 
ing shadows in every gambling 
resort. 

Now that they know that they 
have the full support of their gov- 
ernor, the good people of Eastern 
Arkansas ought to reauire their 
law enforcement agencies to keep 
St. Francis county clean of the 
tvpe of vicious evil the Black Fish 
Lake resort represented 

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Schell of 
Jacksonville, Illinois, en route for 
a Florida vacation, were Saturday 
visitors of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. 
Heed. 

Mr, and Mrs. J. P. Durham visit- 
ed in Winona Sunday. 

Unemployment Pay, 
Social Security 
Differences Told 

A majority of persons contact- 
ing the Local Employment Service 
office confuses the Social Secur- 
ity program with the Unemploy- 
ment Compensation program, ac- 

cording to H. H. Thomas, mana- 

ger of the Holmes county office. 
The Social Security is an old 

age benefit, which is not payable 
until the person reaches 65 years 
of age, and if the person has 
worked the required number of 
calender quarters prior to reach- 
ing the age of 65, then he will 
have a claim for Social Security 
benefits. This program is financ- 
ed by both the employers and em- 

ployees who contribute lc out of 

every $1 earned during period of 
time worked, to the Collector of 
Internal Revenue. 

The Collector of Internal reve- 

nue in turn transmits the con- 

tribution under your social securi- 

ty account number to the home 
office, Baltimore, Md. This 
amount remains there until the 
social security claimant reaches 
the age of 65, or at death, the 
beneficiary of the deceased may ; 

file a claim for a cash settlement, j 
provided the deceased person had 
been employed in covered em- 

ployment the required number of 
calender quarters prior to death. 

All workers are included In this 

program except agricultural work- 
ers, Federal, State and Municipal 
workers, and domestic workers. 
The Social Security representa- 
tives visit this office, at 104 

Spring street, Lexington, on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. They arrive here from 
their Greenwood office at about 
10:00 a. m. each 1st and 3rd Tues- 
davs. 

For Laid Off Persons 
The unemployment compensa- 

tion program is an unemployment 
insurance for persons who are laid 
off from work through no fault of 
their own, and who are physical- 
ly ahle to work and who are avail- 
able for work Persons acquired 
these credits of unemployment by 
working tor covered employers 
A covered employer is an employ- 
er who employs eight or more per- 
sons at least a part of one day per 
week for 20 calendar weeks dur- 
ing a calendar year and who con- 
tributes to the Unemployment 
Compensation Fund. Effective 
July 1, 1948, the contribution rate 
ranges from .9 per cent to 2.7 pet 
cent of each dollar paid to their 
employees 

This contribution is all paid by 
the employer and none of the 
amount is deducted from the em- 

ployer's wages. If at anytime a 

person who has been working for 
a covered employer becomes un- 

employed through no fault of 
his own he may contact the Em- 
ployment Service office, 104 
Spring street, Lexington and file 
an unemployed claim, provided 
thfy register for work at the same 

time; that they are available for 
work and are physically able to 
work. Possibly one reason why 
these two programs are so con- 

fusing: it is a requirement to pre- 
sent your social security number 
at the time you file for your un- 

employment compensation. 
The Wagner-Peyser act pro- 

vides that any person who is eli- 
gible to file r. claim for unemploy- 
ment benefits may file their 
claim in any state in the United 
States or Canada, if desired, and ( 
not necessarily in the state in j 
which work was performed. How- | 
ever, the claimant filing in an- 
other state, against some other 
state, must meet the requirements | 
set forth by the state in which he ! 
is filing. But the claim, if paid, 
is paid by the state of which the 
claimant is filing against. 

Veteran Provisions 
The above is pertaining to non- 

veteran unemployment compen- 
sation. Veterans who served in 
the armed forces since September 
6. 1940, and who received a dis- 
charge other than dishonorable 
acquired unemployment credits 
based on length of honorable ser- 

vice. This was provided for by 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Al- 
lowance. Act of 1944. Public Law 
No. 346. 

Vetierans claiming unemploy- 
ment allowances have the same 
requirements as a non-veteran 
claimant. That they are available, 

(Continued on Page Two) 

Green Gables Cafe 
Open In Durant 

Green Gables, located in the old 
Whitehouse cafe building. Durant, 
Highway 51, North, is now open 
to the public and will serve west- 
ern steaks, sandwiches and short 
orders breakfast and lunch, daily 
end Sundays, it is announced by 
Buddy Bley, owner. 

Chicken in the rough and home- 
made pies will be specialties. 

lo Elect Alderman 
April 12, To Fill 
Remainder Of Term 

Vacancy Left By 
Wiley Humphries 

Notice is posted this week of a 

special election on April 12, to j 
elect an alderman for Durant, to ; 
serve the unexpired part of the 
1949-1950 term of office remain- 
ing after Wednesday, March 16. 
Ordered by the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen, the election will fill 
the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Wiley Humphries. 

All persons desiring to become 
candidates for the office are asked 
to file their names with the secre- 
tary of the Election Commission- 
ers of Durant on or before April 
2. 

Election managers appointed to 
-erve are Mrs. J. M. Howard, A. L. 
Stevens and W. L. Abernathy. 

200,000 Pines 
Planted In County As 
Flood Control Measure 

Soil Conservationist 
Tells Of Work 
To End Erosion 

The first two months of 1949 
saw the beginning of an extensive 
tree planting program as part of 
the flood control works set up for 
Efolmes county. 200,000 trees were 
planted on seventeen farms in the 
Owens Wells section and were for 
the most part planted in gullies 
and steep, eroded fields. It is 
these areas that contribute most 
to floods by permitting the rain- 
fall to run off and carry with it 
large quantities of soil. 

It is hoped that pine seedlings 
will be available in sufficient 
quantities next year and succeed- 
ing years to permit planting a 

minimum of a half million trees 
a year until all the eroded areas 

designated for trees have been 
planted and healed, it was said 
this week by C. W. Comfort of the 
Soil Conservation service in 

charge of the project. 
Because of the seriousness ol 

the flood problem several govern- 
ment agencies including the Soil 
Conservation service, U. S. Fores- 
try servieei State Extension ser- 

vice, State Forest service and the 
P. M. A. are working together ] 
:hrough the local Soil Conserva- 
;ion district and farmers to lick 
:he problem of floods. 

The government agencies fur- 
lish the Soil Conservatism dis- 
:rict and the farmers with trees 
ind labor for planting and the 
farmers protect the trees from 
[ire. Several farmers have al- 
ready plowed fire breaks around 
their young trees and have asked 
their neighbors to be particularly 
careful with letting fire get out. 

Idle fields and gullied areas 

when planted to pines increase the 
value of land by ten dollars an 

acre as this is the approximate 
cost of trees and labor. Returns 
should come in from these trees 
within 15 to 20 years after plant- j 
ing, through thinning for pulp- I 
wood and fence posts. When the 
trees reach a diameter of ten in- 
ches they should produce a mini- 
mum of 300 board feet per acre. 

(Continued on Page Two) 

Artist To Be Featured 
In Goodman A.H.S. 
Music Program 

Frank Slater, internationally I 
known artist, and director of 
Jackson Conservatory of Music 
and Dramatic Art in Jackson will 
be featured as soloist by Goodman 
Consolidated school Friday, March 
25, at 8 p. m. 

Mr. Slater has won first prize 
in a music festival in Blackpool, 
England; as dramatic and lyric 
tenors: and grand first prize win- 
ner in every classification of voice 
in the Sliver Rose Bowl. He has 
made appearances with Royal 
Opera company, Cavert, Garden, 
London: the Paris International 
Music festival, Paris, France; the 
Royal College of Music, Manches- 
ter. England: Liverpool Philhar- 
monic Society, Liverpool, Eng- 
land, and Springfield Festival, 
Springfield. Mo 

He has also appeared in New- 
ark Lyric club, Newark, N. J., 
Richmond chorus, Richmond, Va., 
East Orange Choral society, East 
Orane*. N J Vw York univer- 
sity, New York. N. Y., and in Leb- 
anon, N H. He has two represent- 
atives. F. H Haywood, at Stein- 
way hall, and Annie Friedberg, 
concert director, Fish building, in 
New York City. 

The public is offered a rare 

treat in the appearance of Mr. 
Slater at Goodman. Popular ad- 
mission prices will be charged. 

Four-H Members Rally 
In Celebration On 
National Club Week 

235 Attend From 
Ten School Groups 
Throught County 

Approximately 235 4-H club 
boys and girls from the ten school 
clubs met in Lexington Saturday, 
March 12. to attend the county 
4-H Club rally, ’which began at 
9 a. m. in the Grammar School 
auditorium. A free movie, “Young 
Mr. Edison." at Center theater fol- 
lowed at 10. and a free lunch at 
the Grammar School cafeteria at 
12 noon. 

Fred Rogers, president of the 
4-H council, was chairman of the 
program. The songs were led by 
three Cox burg members, Bobbie 
Hanson. Mary Evelyn Adams, and 
Meredith Hearn, with all mem- 

bers participating in the singing. 
Allie Povall. mayor of Lexington, 
gave the welcoming address, with 
response by Glen Cain, vice pres- 
ident of the 4-H council. The. 
Rev. Paul D. Bragg of Lexington 
read the devotional. 

A 4-H playlet by six girls from 
the Goodman club was presented. 
Shirley Temple, a 4-H club mem- 

ber from Tchula, gave the 4-H 
goals and plans for 1949. 

Miss Olive Dowell, District 
Agent of Greenwood, and W. R. 
Sullivan, County Agent, made 
short talks. 

The lunch was made possible 
by the home demonstration ladies 

Mrs. Charles Durham is visiting 
her mother in Clarksdale this 
week. 

Mrs. L. J Wilkes spent Sunday 
in Greenville with her son, Bub 
Wilkes. 

Hearing Scheduled 
For 10 A. M. Tuesday 
In Shooting Incident 

Lexington Man 
Charged With 
Intent To Kill 

Shooting with intent to kill is 
the charge to be presented against 
Herbert Downer, of Lexington, 
Tuesday at 10 a. m. in Judge W. 
D Ford's court. According to 
Sheriff Ellis E. Wynn, Downer 
gave himself up “without state- 
ment” Sunday around 6:45 p. m., 
after he (the sheriff) received no- 

| tification that Earl Barton had 
been taken to Lexington hospital 

i from wounds inflicted by Down- 
er. 

He said Mrs. Barton telephoned 
him “that Herbert had shot Earl, 
who was in the hospital,” and that 
he (the sheriff) drove to the 
Wasp’s Nest, where Downer “was 
waiting to give himself up.” 

“He gave me the weapon, a .351 
rifle," Sheriff Wynn said, adding 
that three bullet holes were found 
in Barton’s truck. 

The condition of Barton, (who 
was said by his wife to have been 
wounded by a bullet in the right 
shoulder, with grazed forehead,) 
was not readily ascertainable, 
the sheriff said, but it was learn- 
ed on Monday that his con- 
dition was not serious. 

Downer was held In jail until 
nit aivciiumg pi^Muaii, m. Mr. 

Herring, had reported Barton’s 
condition not serious, at which 
time he was released under bond 
of $1500. 

Bond was posted by Howard 
Terry and Neva Weems. Barton 
was removed from the hospital 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Berry Howard, Jr., Brozville 
negro, is being held in Lexington 

| jail for action of the grand jury 

I 
in April. Bond of $2000 was nam- 
ed by Judge W. D. Ford in the 
preliminary hearing held Mon- 
day. 

Tchula Man Injured 
In Aulo Collision 

Passenger Injured 
In Negro-Driven Truck 

Dr. P. M. Smith of Tchula was 

painfully but not seriously injured 
in a head-on vehicle collision 
March 13, near Tchula, in which 
heavy damages were done to both 
vehicles, according to State High- 
way Patrolman J. B. Yearwood, 
One other person was injured. 

The accident occurred Sunday 
at 2:45 p. m. when the vehicles, 
a 1942 International pick-up truck 
driven by Charley Tooles, negro, 
of Chicago, Illinois, and Dr. 
Smith's vehicle, a 1946 Plymouth, 
crashed three and one-half miles 
south of Tchula on Highway 49-E, 
the patrolman said. Damages of 
$900 were done to the Smith auto- 
mobile. The pick-up also was not 
drivable. 

Dr. Smith was taken to Com- 
munity hospital shortly after the 
accident occurred, but was dis- 

i charged on Monday. Also injured 
was Beatrice Tooles, negro, wife 
of the driver of the other vehicle 
who was taken to a Yazoo City 
hospital with chest and side in- 
juries. Escaping witlj the driver, 
uninjured, in the pick-up, was 

I Rosalie KuhkendahL 

Durant Man Speaks At 
Lexington Rotary Club 

E. R. Willis, of Durant, com-1 
mercial salesman for Mississippi 
Power and Light company, told i 
services the MPL seeks to per- I 
form for the people it serves at | 
a meeting of Lexington Rotary 
club Tuesday, March 15. Visitors 1 

were Charles H. Williams and W. 
E. Matthews, national bank ex- 
aminers of Memphis, guests of! 
Max Scobey; Leon Rountree, gust 
of Norman Weathersby; the Rev. 
William Asger of Canton, guest of 
Allie Povall, and M. B. Brown, 
guest of T. M. Williams. G. H. 
McMorrough was program chair- 
man. 

Mr. Willis quoted Reddy Kilo- 
watt’s services during the past 25 
years during which, he said, un- 
der most unfavorable economic j 
conditions, Mississippi Power and 
Light company bet on Mississip- 
pi’s future. 

A film on the relationship of 
lighting to the individual was also 

I shown by Mr. Willis. 
.. 

I To Hold Discussion 
i On Nitrogen Stock 
Sale Outside State 

Mississippi Farmers 
To Be Given First 
Chance To Subscribe 

Sale outside the State, of Mis- 
sissippi Chemical corporation 

! stock, will be discussed by the 

j MCC board of directors at its 
I next meeting, March 18, according 
to an announcement made by D. 
C. Maddox, nitrogen plant com- 
mittee member, of West. Farmers 

| in Holmes county have subscrib- 
i ed approximately $73,000 toward 
I construction of the six million 
dollar plant of which an approxi- 
mate $3,500,000 has been made 
by farmers of Mississippi. 

A deadline is to be set for the 
unlimited sale of stock to Missis- 
sippi farmers, with reasonable op- 
portunity for purchasing the re- 

maining stock, after which the un- 
sold quantities will be sold else- 
where, according to Owen Coop- 
er, MCC executive vice president. 

Also to be discussed at the next 
meeting is site of the proposed 
plant. 

Under action of the United 
States Securities and Exchange 
commission, the registration state- 
ment of the MCC, (which seeks 
permission for sale of stock out- 
side Mississippi subject to the 
Blue Sky laws of the various 
states, and providing for sale of a 

maximum six million dollars in 
common stock) became effective 
March 2. 

With the purchase of each $75 
in stock goes the right to buy 
from the company each year, one 
ton of ammonium nitrate, or one- 

I half ton of anhydrous ammonia. 
! A five per cent stock dividend will 
j also be declared when the com- 
I pany is able to make such pay- 
I ment, with the stockholder entitl- 
ed to his pro-rate share of fertili- 
zer produced in excess of out- 
standing commitments. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Wilkes and 
son spent last week with his mo- 

ther, Mrs. J. L. Wilkes. 

Miss Artie Johnson spent Tues- 
day and Wednesday in Jackson. 

Hospital Plans Approved 

Preliminary plans for the 20- 
bed addition to Holmes County 
Community hospital have been 
approved, according to Gates and 

Barchett of Jackson, architects. 
The addition will double the num- 
ber of beds, making a total of 40 

| beds. The cost is estimated at 

$175,000. 
The architects stated that' 

they expect the project to be 

ready for letting by mid-summer. 

It will be a brick construction 
one-story annex with architecture 
to blend with the colonial style 1 

of the present building. 

Jr. Chamber Elects 
4 

Officers At Meeting 
At City Hall, Monday 

Group Reports On 
Hospital Progress 

The Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce elected new officers at a 

meeting held at City hall, Monday 
night, March 14. To serve as pre- 
sident is Wilbur Reed; vice pres- 
ident, Ephraim Cresswell; secre- 

tary-treasurer, Ralph McGee Also 
named at the meeting was the 
Board of Directors. 

To serve on the Board are Leon 
Engleman, Deck Johnson. Miles 
Ray, Mr. Reed and Mr. McGehee. 
Outgoing officers are Robert Ray, 
Wiley Humphries, and Fred 
Strickland. 

A spokesman for the Jaycees re- 

ports the plans for Durant hospi- 
tal to be “in good shape," and that 

they will "soon be on the market 
bid" according to information re- 

ceived by them through a tele- 
phone conversation this week 
with Dr. Galloway, head of the 
Mississippi Hospital commission. 

Due to a few minor changes in 
the final plans they were not turn- 
ed over to the Board of Supervis- 
ors for the last meeting, but this 
should be done within three weeks 
it is reported. Some rumors had 
been going to the contrary. 

Holmes DDT Program 
To Be Conducted By 
Health Department ^ 

Dr. W. H. Weeks, County 
Health Officer, announces that 
Holmes county will again receive 
the D. D. T. Residual Spraying 
program and if the weather per- 
mits, it is expected that the spray- 
ing will begin on or about March 
21. The program has again been 
made possible through the ap- 
propriations and aid given it by 
the Holmes County Board of 
Supervisors, the County and State 
Health Departments. 

It is the general opinion that 
this is one of the best programs 
ever used in the county. 

The program began in 1945, 
with primary objective to rid the 
county of malaria, which is car- 
ried by the anopholes mosquito* 
according to the Health Depart- 
ment records, a good job has beert 
done. 

‘‘Although this is primarily a 
malaria control program the fly 
has become almost extinct in some 
sections of the county due to ap- 
plications of DDT in the home and 
outlying buildings,” Dr. Weeks 
said. 

The work will be carried on in 
much the same manner as in the 
previous years. Five crews of 
three men each will do the spray- 
ing. All buildings in Holmes 
county where live animals are 
kept will be sprayed. The same 
territory covered last year will be 
covered again this year. In Lex- 
ington and Durant proper, only 
the outlying sections which con- 
sist of sub-standard houses will 
be sprayed. 

The Health department asks for 
the usual cooperation from the 
people in preparing houses, barns, 
and other buildings for spraying 
«o that as little time as possible is 
lost by crews and proper spraying 
may be done. 

In preparing your house or barn 
for spraying Dr. Weeks says the 
following steps should be taken: 

1. Remove everything from the 
walls. 

2. Everything must be pulled 
away from the wall to the center 
of the room and covered over. 

3. Everything in the kitchen 
must be well covered. 

4. Remove all livestock from 
barns, sbeds. etc. 

5. Some responsible member of 
the family must be present at the 
time of spraying. 

James S. Perrin is project super- 
visor of the work. His office is 
located in Holmes County Health 
building. Any complaints, com- 
ments or criticisms of the work 
should be directed to him. 

Patients At The Hospital 
K. T. Barnett, Ackerman 
Billy Joe Jones, Goodman 
Noel Leon Lee. Cruger 
Stewart Terry, Lexington 
Mrs. W. E. Grantham, Lexington 
Mrs. Grady Sims and baby girl, 

Durant 
J. R. Killebrew, Goodman 

« Colored 
Dorothy Butler Durant 
Tom French, Goodman 
Henry Moore. Tchula 
W. H. Smith. Lexington 
John W. Johnson Tchula 
Henrene Scott, Durant 


