
IJg..1-. . ■ ■— — 

THE DURANT NEWS 

MfcZEL BRANNON SMITH (Mrs. Walter D.) PUBLISHER 

ESTABLISHED IN 1878 
PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY 

Subscription Rates 

Anywhere in Holmes County. $2.00 •— Out ide Holmes County $2.50 
Catered ai second class matter at the Post Office at Durant, 

Mississippi, under the act of March 3, 1879_ 

Don't Waste More Time 
The government’s economic stabilizers are now trying 

to curb inflation by asking for a “voluntary” general freeze 

at all prices at Dec. 1 levels. 
Behind their appeal, to be sure, is a threat ot com- 

-pnlaion. But they are not prepared to carry out that threat. 

Mo machinery is ready to enforce mandatory controls 
The lack of such machinery is not the fault of Alan 

Valentine, less than 10 weeks in office as head of the econ- 

omic stabilization agency. Certainly it is not the fault of 

Mike DiSalle, appointed Director of Price Stabilization only 
three weeks ago. 

The “voluntary” price formula these gentlemen have 

demised is hard to figure out. Good-faith efforts to comply 
with it will be difficult, evasions of compliance easy. And 

as yet there has been no apjx'al for even voluntary control 
at wages which are a large factor in business costs and prices. 

But don’t blame the stabilizers because they've had 

to improvise a poor substitute for the compulsory price-wage 
controls which were urgently needed even before Congress 
ooted for them almost four months ago. 

Blame those who, ignoring all the lessons of experience' 
in World War II, refused to recognize that urgent need- | 

Long after Korea made the deadly menace of Com- 

munist aggression plain for all to see, the government’s of- 

ficial economic advisers maintained that mandatory controls i 

would not be required. 
Until very lately, the administration clung to the 

theory that a gradual rearmament effort would be suffi- 
cient; that higher taxes and credit controls could restrain 

inflationary pressures created by such an effort; that, at| 
most, only a few selective controls might have to be applied, j 

That’s why enforcement machinery is not ready now 

when the rearmament effort must be vastly and swiftly 
increased and when the headway of inflation is so dangerous, 
no clearly evident, that the government has to acknowledge 
fhv necessity for across-the-board controls, at least of prices. 

iPrwious time has been lost while the government was 

coming to the point of asking voluntary compliance with 
general controls. No more time should be wasted by failure 
to net up with all possible speed the enforcement machinery 
necessary to make compulsory controls more than an empty 
threat. 

—Birmingham (Ala.) Post-Herald 

"We Can Still Pray" 
Our New Year’s editorial today comes from Korea — 

a letter from an American soldier — that should be read 
thoughtfully by every American citizen: 

’©ear Dad: 
*‘I guess by the time this reaches you it will be around 

Christmas and New Year’s, the best time of year, always. 
And not just because it mean* everybody can leave his work 
for a while and have a rest. But because everybody feels I 
*ond and thinks about Jesus and goodness, and about his 
fn~?J\y and how much more important they are than anv- 
t % ■ ’n the world. 

I think if everybody felt like Christmas every day, 
i" 1 v.J of just in December, there wouldn’t be anything 
like war or hate, or us guys over here in Korea thinking 

-about killing the Chinese, or the Chinese thinking aland 
killing os. 

“And we could be at home with our mothers and dads 
nn& thinking about what to give them, just to show them 
few much you love them and how happy you arc*. 

_“I guess Christmas won’t mean much over here this 
■year, and maybe not as much to you and lot of other GI’s 
folks back in the States. Over here the only gifts will be 
luBets, I suppose. The guys here probably will be wringing 
Ihe wet and cold out of their socks in their foxholes, instead 

•gt hanging them up for Christmas- 
“Maybe there’ll bo some singing of carols and hymns. 

Mm we used to back home. But I don’t think we’ll be very lh«BPy singing — maybe sadder because we’ll be thinking 
gf home. \ 

_ 

‘“The thing that won’t be different, though, is the 
fraying. Because we can still pray, and this year we sure 
have a lot more to pray about than we used to. It’ll help, 
too, to know that you and mother will be praying for the 
asaome things, and at the same time, even if you are 8,000 
antes away. 

■"Besides, we have a lot to be thankful for. We’re still 
alive, and ma' be next year we’ll all be together again And 
Jto® folks back home don’t have the war in your front yards 

;gmd have to keep running from bombs and Communists, 
sure is a lot. 
iGud bless all of you, Dad, and Merry Christmas — 

fVavid.” 

Conservation Problem Told By Geologist; 
Role Of Teachers Stressed By Morse 

t>y William C. Morse * 

the basic problem in all con- 
^amtion is the prevention of 
jtvmtrn — the washing away of 
■She Mfl, of the subsoil, and of the 

rocks at the surface on all 
JkflWde slopes. The problem can 
Lb* solved with little cost and lit- 
hl* effort: (1) by refraining from 
•plowing and cultivating these 
*k>pss for agricultural crops, and 
<23 t*y sowing these slopes to grass ; 
.snd planting them in trees. 

If Mississippi farmers find it 
rtroet profitable to stop plowing 
*pd ^cultivating high grade level 
farms ttnd sow them to grass for 

frafityr'i and hay lands for beef 
(COffle and dairy herds, how much 

profitable should the Missis- 

ptpfii farmer find it to stop plow- 
jami cultivating poor sloping 

and sow them to grass for 

§>as»nre and hay lands for beef 
and dairy herds. 

E»:b Mississippi teacher and 
«adh issippi pupil must re- 

quest his parents to stop plowing 
and .cultivating hill-side slopes 
*nd ^convert them into pasture 
Jukk and hay meadows. Then 

Mississippi Hills will be green and 
beautiful and profitable herds wil 
graze and grow fat on them. Th< 
change can be made by each tea- 
cher and each pupil personall> 
making the request of Dad. It i; 
each individual's responsibility. 

With grassy slopes, more of tht 
rain water will slowly sink inti 
the ground and thus later furnisl 
excellent clear water for well 
and brooks. With grassy slope: 
less rain water will run off th< 
surface and thus less will bi 
available for disastrous floods — 

floods that now wash slopes an< 
cover good bottom lands; flood 
that now fill up all artificial re 

servoirs; floods that now dro] 
coarse sterile sand in these re 

servoirs and carry the fine pre 
cious soil through them and oi 
down the Mississippi River am 

eventually into the Gulf of Mex 
ico. where the mighty Mississip 
pi River drops each day 375 trail 

j loads of 50 cars of 50 tons earl 
of this lost soil. 

May each teacher and each pu 
pil be messengers of this truth 
then God will bless all with be1 
ter living 

OUR DEMOCRACY—— by Mat J 
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At VALLEY FORGE THE CONTINENTAL ARMY LACKED FOOD, 
SHOES,CLOTHING, ADEQUATE SHELTER AND AMMUNITION 

EVERYTHING GUT COURAGE. 

TO A GREATER OR LESSER EXTENT, AT THE START OF EVERY WAR, 
THE COURAGE OF OUR FIGHTING FORCES HAS HAP TO MAKE UR 

FOR SHORTAGES OF SURPUES- BECAUSE WE ARE A 

REACE-LOVING NATION AND HENCE HAVE NEVER RUt OUR 
NATION ON A WAR-FOOTING IN TIMES Or Pa ACE. 
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Today, it is our job on the home front to see that our 

MEN, WHO HAVE NEVER LACKED COURAGE AND FORTITUDE, 
SHALL NOT LACK FOR THE MATERIALS AND THE MACHINES 
TO POWER THE/R VALOR. 

LOOKING AHEAD j 
by George S. Benson, President, 
Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 

AN AMERICAN 
SUCCESS STORY 

As we move into what may well i 
be the most fateful year in the his-: 
tory of American freedom, with 
every family called upon to make 
keenly felt sacrifices, our citizen-j 
ry needs to be fortified with a 

better understanding and a re-vi-1 
talized appreciation of the Ameri- • 
can way of life. The story re-1 
lated to me this week by Helene' 
Forster thus is timely — for it is 
a part of the sinew and the soul 
of America. Here it is: 

The rumblings of Hitler’s Na- 
tional Socialism and the trap- 
pings of the police state had be- 
gun to move ominously onto the 
stage in Germany when, in 1942, 
Johnny and Helene Forster, of 
Dresden in Saxony, bundled up 
their two boys and their meager 
personal belongings and made 
their way to Hamburg where they 
got passage in the steerage of an 
ocean liner bound for America. 
Upon arrival in New York they 
had $12. They had no acquain- 
tances, could not speak English. 
But for the first time in their 
lives they knew their opportuni- 
ty had arrived. They were su- 

premely happy. 
Both Worked 

Johnny Forster found work here 
and there, often hard manual la- 
bor When he arrived home ir 
the evenings the family would 
have dinner, then Helene would 
leave him with the babies and go 
to her work as charwoman in t 

Central Park mansion or Manhat- 
tan office building. In time the 
family moved to Chicago and 
Johnny got work at the stock- 
yards. And, as the boys were 
by now in school, Helene worked 
daytimes too. They were thrifty, 
enterprising and, especially for 
the boys sake, ambitious. Their 
Jove for America grew. They 
were now naturalized. 

On their modest earnings the 
Forsters furnished a home, gave 
their sons wonderful American 
Christmases — and saved a nest 
egg. Johnny got a job with a ser< 
vice station. In a few years he 
was operating his own, on a shoe 
string. And the couple continued 
to save money. One summer the 
Forsters took a trip south in theii 
own car. In southern Missouri 
on the west bank of the Mississip 
pi, they found a little city thej 
liked, Cape Girardeau, a perfec 

( 
location for the business they hac 

! 
• saved for and dreamed of. 

Willing Sacrifices 
!! On heavily traveled U. S. 6 

just north of Cape Girardeau, th< 
Forsters built a modern touris 
court with fiVe air-conditionec 
cottages as a starter. This was ii 
1939. Soon the war was upoi 

5 them and their plans were dis 
rupted. They were faced with th 

} demand for severe sacrifices. Wha 
they did about it is part of Helen 
Forster’s story. "We tried to re 

J pay Uncle Sam a little for th 
* happiness he gave us,” she toll 

me. "We never had known sue! 
happiness. Our sons went to th 

1 Navy and were in the fighting 
1 My husband too. I kept the horn 

and business going. We would d 
-• it again to preserve this freedor 
; I we so highly cherish.” 
-1 She had written me expressin 

I gratitude for out radio seriei 

‘Land of the Free.” The lack of! 
understanding and appreciation 
of the American way of life, es- 

pecially among some of the 
younger people who stop off at 
their now greatly expanded tour- 
ist court, worries the Forsters. 
They talk,” she said, “as if they 

knew nothing at all ahput the 
value of freedom. How lucky we 

people in America are.” 
Where Else On Earth? 

“Words in any language cannot 
adequately tell what we feel a- 

bout our country,” she said. | 
“Where else on the globe can any- ! 
i>r.e starting with two babies and j 
$12 show what we have It is likej 
a miracle. Sometimes my husband 
and I go across the highway and 
look from there at our place. We 
pinch each other to be sure it’s 
really true. We had to work hard, 
but it was a pleasure. Our boys 
had a wonderful childhood, all 
the things iny husband find I just 
dreamed about when wre were! 
young — and not in America. 
“These communists cannot tell 
just one little success story like 
ours. Our system of government 
is the best on earth, I know, be- 
cause I know the difference. And 
I am sure there are millions of 
Uncle Sam’s nieces and nephews 
who have success stories like ours. 

Joe Stalin can’t write a single 
one — and yet people sometimes j 
talk such rubbish. I guess they 
really don’t know the facts.” 

That’s my guess too. So we all 
have the job of getting the facts 
and passing them on to others. 
The freedom flame must be kept 
burning high in American hearts 
during this crisis. 

In Starkville 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Love, Jr. 

spent Thursday in Starkville with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Page. 
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Lt. Governor Candidate 

Carroll Gartin 
| 

Carroll Gartin, whose record as 
a public official is endorsed 
through his unopposed tenure of 
the mayor’s office in Laurel, since 
1946, has announced his can- 

didacy for the office of Lieutenant 
Governor of Mississippi. His ser- j 
vice to his country post-dates 1946, 
however, for he entered the army 
as a private in World War II, and 
served five years, two of which 
were overseas. He is now thirty- 
seven years old. 

Mr. Gartin was born and reared 
in Meridian, where he was gradu- 
ated from high school. He came I 
to Jones County Junior College | 
from Meridian, and studied law 
at the Jackson Law School and at 
the University of Mississippi. In 
1936 he moved from Laurel, and 
through his qualities of leader- 
ship has become an outstanding i 
citizen of Jones county and of the I 
jiaie. 

As mayor of Laurel he has sup-1 
ported a program for new school I 
construction and re-modeling.1 
During his administration the pub- 
lic school appropriation has been 
almost doubled. During the years 
he has been at the city hall the 
street paving of Laurel has been 
greatly improved and extended, 
sewerage has been extended into 
neglected parts of the city, water 
lines have been lengthened to in- 
clude sectors formerly forgotten, 
dark streets lighted, the munici- 
pal airport has been improved and 
1.240 acres of adjoining residen- 
tial property have been incorpor- 
ated and developed in the city 
limits. A start has been made 
toward reducing taxes. 

Mr. Gartin is a Baptist by faith, 
is a trustee of Mississippi College 
and serves on the board of trust- 
ees for Mississippi's mental in- 
stitutions. He is a “joiner” by 
nature, being naturally genial and 
fond of mixing with people. He 
is a Mason, a member of the ] 
Eastern Star, a Shriner, member 
of the Odd Fellow and Rebeccah 
lodges, is a Knight of Pythias, and 
a member of the Laurel Exchange 
Club. Mr. Gartin is an active mem- 

ber of the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars In 
1947 he was voted by his neighbors 
and fellow citizens the outstand- 
ing citizen of Laurel. He is mar- 
ried to the former Miss Janie Ga- 
vin of Stafford Springs, and is the 
father of two children. 

He brings to the political scene 
a new personality, a fresh view- 

point, a firm and optimistic faith 
in Mississippi’s future, which he 
sees unfolding in this critical per- 
iod of the South’s history. He is 
offering his vitality, his capabili- 
ties, and his faith to the service of 
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Library Notes 
For post^Christmas relaxation 

: hoose a good book from the 
Holmes County Library at Durant 
An especially attractive listing is 
offered this week. “The Pageant 

* Russian History” by Elizabeth 
Seeger, is a timely book that non- 

fiction readers will enjoy. ‘'Ben- 
nett’s Welcome” is an exception- 
ally good hi^ti icnl novel by In- 
glis Fletcher, author of “Roanoke 
Hundred;” “Christmas Without 
Johnny” is a lovely little bock by 
Gladys Carroll, and “Esther,” bas- 
ed on the Bible character, is a 

Very readable hook, by Norah 
Lofts-. In a lighter, romantic 
vein is “The Ugly Prince,” by 
Virginia Storm, and “Deep in Her 
Heart" by Nell Dean.” “Double 
Cross Ranch.” by Will Watson, 
and "Powder Valley Ambush” by 
Peter Field will delight readers of 
western stories. 

The intermediates have “hit the 
jack pot” on the Burgess Animal 
tories. being offered “Happy 

Jack,” “Longlegs the Heron,” 
“Jerrv Muskrat At Home,” "Lit- 
tle Joe Otter,” “Mother West 
Wind Where Stories” and “Mo- 
ther West Wind’s Children.” 

The tiny tots will thoroughly 
enjoy “The Two Reds” bv Will 

1 T,';'-ho’->■; and “The Three Silly 
Kittens” by Margot Austin. 

We wish our patrons Peace, 
H: poiposs and Prosperity for the 
whole New Year. 

his state in a genuine ambition to 
be Lieutenant Governor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert King of 

Jackson were recent visitors of 

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Ncelv._ 
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Hay the New Tear 

be kind 

to just every one! 

Lexington 
Construction Co. 
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REID SUPPLY COMPANY 
Jack Reid, Owner 

Butane Gas — Appliances And Service 

— Lexington — 
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