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THE OLD SOUTH 

State Has Impressive Firsts 
In Several Important Fields 

By Eve L. Burwell 

“Let's Talk Mississippi” — 

Mississippi was admitted as 

State, December 10, 1817, 
State Flower and Tree, the 
Magnolia, and State Bird, the 
Mocking Bird. 

Mississippi was the first 
state in the nation to adopt 
a homestead exemption law, 
organize a state bar asociation 

in 1854, abolish imprisonment 
for debt, establish a home 
and foreign mission board by 
Baptists in 1836, establish a 

commercial college, at Bay 
St. Louis, by the Catholics in 
1855. 

The first Decoration Day 
was held on May 30, 1868, at 
Columbus, Mississippi. On that 
date, the women of Columbus 
placed flowers oji. graves of 
Confederate and National sol- 
diers in Friendship Cemetery; 
National Commander John 
Alexander of the Grand Army 
of the Republic set aside the 
date as Memorial Day and 
suggested that the custom be 
followed throughout the na- 
tion. 

i 

The oldest book in America 
is in the Library of the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi. It is 
an ancient Biblical manuscript 
written on papyrus in the 
Third Century. The book con- 
tains the oldest known copy 
of First Peter from the New 
Testament, and the Book of 
Jonah from the Old Testa- 
ment. It also contains part of 
the Second Maccabees from 
the Apocrypha and a hitherto 
lost sermon on Easter by 
Bishop Melito of Sardis, the 
Second Century Church Fath- 
er. 

Churches; The first Protes- 
tant church in Mississippi, the 

Congregational Church in 
Kingston (Adams County), 
was formed by the Rev. Sam- 
uel Swayze, who came from 
New Jersey, in 1773. The first 
Baptist Church was establish- 
ed at Cole’s Creek in 1791. 
The first Presbyterian Church 
in the state was in Jefferson 
Mississippi). 

The Old Spanish Fort near 

Pascagoula was erected in 
County in 1803 under the lead- 
ership of the Rev. Joseph 
Bullen, who first came to the 
state in 1799 as a missionary 
to the Chickasaw Indians. 
(From the book, “Let’s Talk 
1718 by the French as protec- 
tion against the .Indians and 
Spanish. It is the oldest build- 
ing in the Mississippi Valley 
and is said to be the second 
oldest of its kind in the U. S. 
A. The Fort is constructed of 
massive pine timbers, oyster 
shells, sand moss and mud. 
The walls are 18 inches thick. 
The Fort gave the French pro- 
tection against the Indians for 
fourteen years, at which time 
it was captured by the Span- 
iards from which it has de- 
rived its name. (We never 

visit the coast that we don’t 
make a trip to the old Fort). 

It is now a Museum and 
houses many interesting relics 
of the past, one in particular 
which interested me was an 
old bed made of tulip wood, 
and a dresser more than 200 
years old which was stained 
with buttermilk and poke ber- 
ries. 

Authentic tomahawk, oil 
paintings from the 16th cen- 

tury, whale oil lamps and 
many other interesting items 
are to be found in the old 
Museum. 

Home Agent 
By Mary F. Harpole, 

Home Demonstration Agent 

On farms especially, but in 
all homes with flowers and 
shrubs, lawns and gardens and 
household bug problems, care 
must be taken to handle in- 
secticides and fertilizers care- 

fully. 
Read labels carefully and 

follow precautions. Store the 
chemicals in their original 
containers. Dispose of empty 
containers safely. 

Cleaning and Storing Electric 
Blankets 

The time to take blankets 
off the beds and store them 
isn't far away. Before you 
clean and store your electric 
blankets, be sure to check 
the instructions that came 
with the blanket. Follow them 
exactly. Most manufacturers 
recommend washing rather 
than dry-cleaning. 

If washing is recommended 
for your blanket follow the 
blanket laundering instructions 
given for your washer. Some 
manufacturers recommend a 

soaking procedure for blan- 
kets and all recommend the 
minimum amount of agitation 
and the use of warm water. 

Before you begin to wash, 
measure the blanket so you 
can block it back as nearly 
as possible to its original size, 
if necessary. 

If the binding is extra soil- 

ed, brush it first with a soft 
brush moistened with warm 

water and the same detergent 
you will use in the washing. 

Be sure the controls have 
been disconnected. Launder 
only one blanket at a time. 

You may want to add one 
of the fabric softeners during 
the final rinse to give the 
blanket a luxurious softness. 

Sell It Or Swap It 

With A 

Herald Want Ad 

When line drying, place the 
blanket across two lines. 
When drying in an automatic 
dryer, add 6 or 7 dry, clean 
towels to act as Buffers. Since 
many blankets are not fast 
color, choose the towels with 
this in mind. Air dry for a 

while before storing or re- 

turning to the bed. Gently 
brush the dry blanket with a 
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BIG WELCOME 
Joe Lay of Pickens is welcomed to the Southern Equit- ] 

able Life Insurance Company’s sales seminar held in Little 
Rock last week by Miss Frances Jane Anderson, Miss Ark- j 
ansas and Alternate Miss America of 1962. 

stiff brush to bring up the 

nap and help relieve some 

shrinkage. 
You may moisten the bind- 

ing and iron with a wram 

iron or with a steam iron to 
help give the blanket a new 

look again. 

If your blanket needs ser- 

vicing, be sure to take it to 
an authorized service shop. 
Don’t try to repair it your- 
self. 

Avoid bunching or sharply 
folding to avoid breaking the 
wires. 

Apples and Boiled Ham 
Place unpeeled apple rings 

dusted with cinnamon and 
sugar alongside partially boil- 
ed ham. Continue broiling 
under a low heat until apples 
are brown. 

Plenty of Towel Rods. 
Allow 21 inches of towel rod 

space for each person who i 
uses a bathroom. If you’re 
short of space, install rods ] 
on the bathroom door. Or? if : 

there is no shower^ you can 
put them over the tut>. i 

‘Summer-Time Fun” 
Headquarters 

The good ole Summer-Time is just around the corner 

and we can make it a real Fun-Time for you! Come by 
and use our wide line of water sport merchandise. Our 

boats, motors and accessories can add to the wonderful 

days of summer fun which are just around the comer. 

i J 

¥ Cutter Fiberglass Boats 

-¥■ Eldo Craft 
Ten Foot Aluminum Fishing 
Boats As Low As $89.95 

AUTHORIZED OUTBOARD 
DEALER 

★ 6 To 80 Horsepower 
★ GMAC Financier. 
★ Complete Rigs 

Ready To Go. 

We Handle All Water Sport Accessories 

# White Bear Water Skis 

# Marine Battery Chargers 
# Ski Ropes 

# Trailer Hitches 
# Quicksilver Propellers 
# New Formula Quicksilver 

Outboard Oil 

• DELCO MARINE BATTERIES 

Presley Chevrolet Co. 
Phone 2841 Pickens, Miss. 

National Library Week 
Set To Begin April 8 

Fifth Annual 
Event Honors 
State Workers 

The fifth annual celebration 
>f National Library Week, Ap- 
11 8-14, has special significan. 
:e to the state of Mississippi. 

The theme of National Lib- 

"aty Week is ‘‘Read and 
Match Your World Grow.” 
Mississippians are doing more 
han reading and watching, 
bey are securing books for 
jveryone who wants to read 
it an encouraging rate. 

Since 1957, bookmobile ser- 
vice has been started for the 
irst time in 21 incorporated 
nwns. Another 59 towns have 
:stablished libraries for the 
irst time; 47 towns have re- 
novated their existing libraries 
)r built new quarters. This 
neans that for the past five 
fears a new or improved lib- 
'ary service has been initiated 
n Mississippi every 15 days 
>r an average of two per 
nonth. 

No other state in the union 
las made such outstanding 
strides in library development 
n the past five years as has 

Mississippi. Significantly, Mis- 
sissippi has made great strides 
n education, in community 
ievelopment and in industrial 
;rowth during that same per- 
od. 

In a recent communication 
;o the citizens of Jackson, 

Mayor Allen Thompson said, 
“Public library progress is 
considered throughout the 
world to be a reliable baro- 
meter of community pro- 
gress.” 

Mayor John D. Holland, 
Vicksburg, Chairman of the 
National Library Week acti- 
vities in Mississippi, speak- 
ing to a meeting of the State 
Citizens’ Committee recently 
said, “We hope National Lib- 
rary Week will call attention 
to the vital role the public 
library plays in the communi- 
ty as a source of information, 
inspiration and entertainment! 
Special activities will be held 
In libraries throughout the 
state. Local citizens’ groups 
are being formed to spearhead 
community promotion. The 
aims of National Library 
Week are: To raise the edu- 
cational level of Mississip- 
pians; to attract industry to 
Mississippi communities; to 
raise the economy of Missis- 
sippi through increased in- 
formation and skills; to use 
libraries as a vital force to 
keep yo|u|ng people in the 
state; to' acquaint the public 
with needs of libraries within 
the state; to secure support 
sufficient to meet these needs. 

During National Library 
Week all Mississippians will 
be made aware of the need 
to extend library development 
into every county and every 
corner of Mississippi and to 
improve the substandard ex- 

isting service. 58 incorporated 

towns in seven of the 82 coun- 

ties still lack public library 
service of any kind. 

National Library Week is 
not an end in itself, the 1962 
observance will see’the laun- 
ching of another year of real 
progress in' library develop- 
ment. To quote Mrs. Lura G. 
Currier, director of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission, 
“Every week is library week 
in Mississippi.” 

JUNIOR P. H. A. NEWS 
On February 23,’ 1962, the 

members of the Junior F. H. 
A. received their dub pens. 
They were of a silver color. 
The pens have the F. H. a. 
emblem and motto inscribed 
on them. These very attractive 
Pens are greatlly treasured 
by those who received them. 

Holmes Co. 
Herald 


