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ANXIOUS PARENTS—Parents of the two missing 17-year-old 
Moss Point youths, last seen duckhunting Saturday, wait pa- 

tiently at a Bayou Cumbest landing for news of the boys’ 
safety. In left photo, T. E. Huff of Kreole (cap) and A. L. 

Bresemann of Moss Point (overcoat) talk search strategy with 

volunteers. Right photo shows Mrs. Huff talking to Bresemann. 

Below the boys’ empty boat is towed back to shore. 
(Chronicle Photo) 

Johnson Ponders Vetoing 
Public Works Measure 
Author Behan 
Reported Better 

DUBLIN, Ireland (UPI)-Ail- 
Jng Irish playwright Brendan 
Behan was reported today to 
have spent a good night in 
Meath Hospital and to have 
‘‘improved slightly.” 

Behan, 41, was taken to the 
hospital early Monday suffering 
from head injuries and pneu- 
monia after he was found lying 
unconscious in the road, not far 
from his parents’ home here. 

He said later he thought he 
had fallen. 

He left another hospital only 
the day before after treatment 
for diabetes. 

Car Plunges Off 
Road; One Killed 

TILLATOBA, Miss. (UPI) 
Beulah Maurene Shires, 54, of 
Grand View, Mo., was killed 
Monday in a one-car accident 
north of here in Yalobusha 
County. 

Officers said the woman was 

a passenger in a car driven by 
Kathleen Tickner of Sunrise 
Beach. Mo. They said the car 

apparently went out of control 
and plunged off the highway. 

Another passenger. J. L. Tick- 
ner. also of Sunrise Beach, re- 

ceived minor injuries. 

j Latest Stocks '|| 
Supplied by Merrill, Lynch. 
Pierce, Fenner tt Smith Ine. 

The market displayed a strong 
pattern throughout the morning 
session. 

• Other stock information pg. 2) 

Volume 3,540,000 
DOW JONES 

Industrials .763.73 up 3.83 

Rails .178.27 up 1.04 
Utilities .138.41 up .51 

Stocks. 268.07 up 1.32 

Am. Tel. & TeL .139% 
Continental Can 42% 
DuPont 240% 
IBM ..507 
International Paper .31% 
Litton Industries 78% 

Quaker Oats .61 
RCA 96% 
Ronson 30% 
Safeway 58% 
Southern Company 54% j 
Standard Oil of Cal.59%: 
Thiokol 18%| 

JOHNSON CITY Tex. 
today faced a difficult legis 
to veto the S4.4 billion pub! 
or sign it reluctantly with 
test. 

White House officials report-' 
ed he was considering seriously 
vetoing the measure because ifj 
contains a section concerning j 
the Panama Canal which he 
feels would set a precedent of 
restricting executive authority. I 

College Facilities 
Body Named By 
Gov. Barnett 

JACKSON (UPI)-A 10-mem-1 
ber committee was named by; 
Gov. Ross Barnett Monday to 
administer the, new college fa- 
cilities program. 

The group will receive appli- 
cations from colleges and uni- 
versities seeking federal funds 
under the program recently 
enacted by Congress. 

Barnett said matching funds 
required by states participating 
in the assistance program could 
be earmarked from appropria- 
tions already in the budget with- 
out any increase. 

The program makes avail- 
able $2,848,717 in federal funds 
to Mississippi for construc- 
tion of academic buildings on a 

one-third federal funds and two- 
thirds local funds basis. 

The governor said the pro- 
gram was available to state-1 
supported junior colleges, sen- 

ior colleges and universities and 
to private junior colleges or 

universities. 
Regular appropriations can 

be used for matching funds by 
state-supported institutions. Pri- 
vate colleges must raise their 
matching funds through other 
sources. 

Barnett explained that the 
college facilities program in- 
cluded a clause prohibiting any 
federal agency from exercising 
any control over the internal 
administration of a school re- 

ceiving funds. 
Members of the committee 

are Dr. E. R. Jobe of Jackson; 
M. M. Roberts of Hattiesburg; 
Leon Lowery of Olive Branch, 
Tom Hederman of Jackson; 
Charles C. Jacobs of Cleve- 
land; Halsey Worley of Tuoelo; 
Ira McCluskey of Ripely; Hulett 
Upton of Lucedale: J. B. Gill of 
Meridian and Harold White of, 
Maben. i 

(UPI)—President Johnson 
lative decision on whether 
ic works appropriation bill 
a strong statement of pro- 

Johnson has until midnight to- 

night to sign the bill. or with- 
hold any action which would 
kill the measure through the 
process of the so-called pocket 
veto. In any case, Johnson was 

not expected to let the measure 

die without explaining publicly 
his reasons for so doing. 

Works On Message 
While debating what to do 

about the bill, which is loaded 
with pet home-state projects 
sponsored by some of the lead- 
ing members of the House and 
Senate, Johnson also worked 
with his special counsel, Theo- 
dore C. Sorensen, on a draft of 
his State of the Union message. 

During the afternoon, the 
President scheduled a meeting 
at the LBJ Ranch with Charles 
Murphy, undersecretary of agri- 
culture; Michael Forrestal of 
the National Security Council 
staff; Gen. Marshall Carter, 
deputy director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, and Elmer 
Staats, deputy director of the 
Budget Bureau. 

The foursome was assigned 
by Johnson to fly from Wash- 
ingtonthis morning to Kansas 
City, Mo. Their mission was to 
report to former President Har- 

ry S. Truman on the state of 
the fiscal 1965 budget, interna- 
tional affairs and intelligence 
matters. Murphy headed the 

group because he once was spe- 
cial counsel for Truman. 

Up To Date 
The four-man mission to Mis- 

souri was in line with John- 
son's intention to keep former 
chief executives up-to-date on 

national affairs. Central Intelli- 
(Continued on page 3) 

Pas C of C Has Busy Year_ 
“The Pascagoula Chamber of, 

Commerce has had a very sue-' 
cessful 1953,” President Dou-j 
glass Fontaine said today,” as 

a result of a full slate of com-; 
mittees at work on the ‘pro- 
gram for progress’ throughout 
the year.” 

Fontaine, who was elected last 

March, succeeded Ben Fletcher 
as president in July. Other offi- 

cers of the chamber elected for 

the present fiscal year were Dale, 

L 

Richardson, vice-president and 
James B. Baber, treasurer. 

Directors are E. H. Bacot, 
Frank Bless, John Paxton, W. C. 
Weatherby, E. J. Smith and Ted 
Von Sprecken. Bill Bailey is 
manager of the chamber. 

Among the many projects the 
Chamber initiated or sponsored 
during 1963 were the “fact find- 

ing” tour of Houston, with 32 
chamber members participat- 
ing, the Jackson County 4-H 

Club Rally, the Ingalls Anni- 

versary program and the fight 
to save Pascagoula’s air ser- 

vice. 
The Chamber also sponsored 

the drive for aquisition of new 

S Christmas decorations for the 

city and co-hosted a group of 
state department and business 
leaders from Columbia, who 
were touring U.S. port facili- 
ties. 

A “Committee of 6Qy”. co^sist^ 

» t 

mg of outstanding Dusmess ana 

professional leaders, was form- 
ed during the year for the pur- 
pose of improving business re- 

lations in the city. 
Several members of the 

Chamber, along with President 
Fontaine and Manager Bailey, 
attended the national chamber 
meeting in Washington, D. C. 

Also, for the first time, the 
Chamber’s Tourist and Conven- 
tion Committee sponsored the 

(Miss Hospitality contest in 1963. 

Weather Hits 
Searchers For 

Missing Boys 
A search for two missing 

Moss Point youths was severely 
curtailed today by heavy sleet 
and rain which hit the area 

early this morning. 
At press time, East Jackson 

Civil Defense, which is coordi- 
nating the search, said there 
have been no new leads. 

David Bresemann and Tommy 
Huff Jr., both 17, have been 
missing since Saturday. They 
were duck hunting in the Mis- 

sissippi Sound off Bayou Cum- 
best with Andrew Dunn Jr. 
Dunn’s body and their 12-foot 
outboard rig was found at a 

sand bar Saturday afternoon. 
Faint hope that the missing 

boys might be alive arose yes- 
terday when searchers found a 

camp site but the site, it was 

learned, had been made by 
some of the searchers. 

Bloodhounds used in the search 
yesterday proved useless and 
more bloodhounds have been re- 

quested from the state prison at 
Parchman. 

Two helicopters and an air- 
plane are combing the area to- 

day but high winds and water; 
have forced the water craft to 
the sideline. 

Land searchers have been 
thinned by bad weather condi- 
tions. Civil Defense Director 
Howard Bennett said five teams 
of 10 men each are in the area. 

A rumor that the National 
Guard was called out for the 
search is not true. 

Both Pascagoula and Moss 
Point Auxiliary Police have been 
in on the search from the be- 
ginning. 

Adam Ditsworth 
Dies, Lucedale 

LUCEDALE (Special) — Fun- 
eral services were held today at 
2 p.m. from the First Methodist 
Church here for Adam Edward 
Ditsworth, 91, who died Sunday 
at his home in Barton commu- 

nity. 
The Rev. Roy Lane, pastor, 

officiated and he was assisted 
by the Revs. W. T. Miller and 
Horace Glass. Interment was in 
Magnolia Cemetery. 

A native of Indiana, Ditsworth 
lived in George County for 50 
years. He was a retired farmer 
and member of the Methodist 
Church. 

He is survived by three sons, 
Earl Ditsworth of Lucedale, 
Everett Ditsworth of Lunkin. 
Tex. and Wayne Ditsworth of 
Pascagoula, a sister, Mrs. Nettie 
Dorsett of Lucedale, two broth- 
ers, Wallace Ditsworth of Iowa 
and J. G. Ditsworth of Williston, 
N. D., 12 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. 

Light Snow, Sleet 
Fall Over County 
US To Pull 
3500 Troops 
From Japan 

TOKYO (UPI)-The United 
States announced today it will 
withdraw 3,500 airmen and 2,000 
dependents from Japan in the 
coming year, along with 78 
fighter, bomber and troop 
transport planes. 

The withdrawal will mean a 
cut of less than eight per cent 
in the U.S. forces assigned to 
Japan under the United States’ 
defense treaty. 

Lt. Gen. Maurice A. Preston, 
commander of U.S. forces in 
Japan, pledged that the move 
will mean no change in the 
United States’ intentions of de- 
fending Asia from communism. 

“The United States assured 
the government of Japan that it 
continues to have every inten- 
tion of fully meeting its mu- 
tual defense commitments in 
Japan, elsewhere in the Far 
East, and throughout the 
world,” he said. 

There are presently about 
46.000 U.S. military men and 
54.000 dependents stationed in 
Japan. 

Beauty Confined 
To Bed Today 
After Hotel Fire 

MIAMI (UPI)—Donna Axim, 
the current Miss America, was 
confined to bed today by doc- 
tors who said she was suffering 
belated effects from the Roose- 
velt Hotel fire in Jacksonville 
Sunday. 

Dr. Robert Farrington, who 
examine Miss Axum this 
morning, said she was suffer- 
ing burns of the nose and 
throat and chemical tracheo- 
bronchitis from inhaling 
smoke during the blaze that 
killed 22 persons. 

“The condition is not serious 
in itself,” said Farrington. But 
Miss Axum will have to stay 
in bed about three days and 
have a complete rest. 

Miss Axum had been sched- 
uled to appear in several Or- 

ange Bowl festivities, including 
the parade tonight. 

May Soon Apply 
For Exemptions 
To Homesteads 

Jackson County Tax Assessor 
Norman P. Lyons announced to- 

day the office would receive 
applications for homestead ex- 

emption between the dates of 
Jan. 2 and April 1. 

He urged all applicants, both 
city and county, to bring a deed 
or last year’s application when 
applying for exemption. 

He added applicants also 
should bring receipts from car 
or truck tag purchases, as this 
number has to go on the appli- 
cation. 

Pascagoula Toll 
For December 

Accidents .44 
Deaths 0 

Injuries 8 

Damages (est.) .$9,185 
(This “Safe Holidays” chart 

sponsored by the Pascagoula 
Jaycees). 

Teetotaling Plea 
Doesn't Impress 
Judge In Pas 
A man charged with posses- 

sing moonshine whiskey said in 
court Monday that he couldn’t 
drink bonded whiskey because 
it was bad for his stomach. 

Judge L. A. Watts wasn’t im- 
pressed. He sentenced D. G. 
Fletcher to 60 days in the coun-! 
ty jail and fined him $300. 

J. W. Fletcher of Ocean 
Springs tried on the same 

charge, was given the same 

sentence. 

Both the Fletchers have an- 

nounced plans to appeal the 
cases to Circuit Court. 

Mrs. Smythe, 73 
Rites Thursday 

Funeral services will be held 
on Thursday for Mrs. Nina 
Crank Smythe, 73, a former 
Pascagoula and Moss Point resi- 
dent, who died Dec. 29 in San 

Diego, Calif. 
The body wil arrive Wednes- 

day night at Fails Funeral Home 
in Moss Point where services 
will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
with the Rev. Stewart Smith of- 
ficiating. Interment will be in 
Machpelah Cemetery. 

Mrs. Smythe is survived by 
four sons, Charles R. Smythe, 
El Centro, Calif.; Sterling F. 

Smythe and William W. Smythe, 
New Orleans; and Nathan 
Smythe, Moss Point. One daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Elizabeth Kagey of 
Orlando, Fla. 

Three sisters, Mrs. Charles 
Enter, San Diego; Mrs. Naomi 
Phillips, Tulsa, Okla.; Mrs. Ona 
Rodgers, Helena, Mont.; one 

brother, Will Crank of Modesto. 
Calif. Thirteen grandchildren 
and ten great grandchildren. 

Prison Sentence 
Now Dissolved 

JACKSON (UPI)-A life pris- 
on sentence given a high school: 
student here 14 years ago has 
been dissolved. 

Gov. Ross Barnett Monday 
commuted the sentence of Ron- 
nie Pitts, now 32, to the time he 
was already served. 

Pitts was freed under parole 
in 1960 and has since worked at 
the state mental hospital as a 

laboratory technician. 
He was sentenced following a 

sensational trial for murdering 
his girl friend’s father, Terry 
W. Henderson. The state said 
Henderson was shot from am 

bush after objecting to the ro- 

mance. 

Pas Woman And Three 
Children Said Missing 

A 30-year-old Pascagoula di- 
vorcee and her three children 
have been reported missing, lo- 
cal police said today. 

Mrs. Jean Keats Roberts of 
1008 Briggs Avenue and children, 
John Rickie, 8; Judy Lynn, 6; 
and Rex Andre, 2, were last 
seen on the night of Dec. 19. 

Police said it is possible they 
are being held as hostages. 

Neighbors told police two un- 

identified men were seen around 
the Robert’s house on this same 

night. 

Police recently checked the 

j house for clues to the family’s 
whereabouts, and found two 

pork chops and pieces of chick- 
en, all prepared for cooking, ly- 
ing on a kitchen counter. 

Acting Police Chief J. B. Gib- 
son said Christmas decorations 
and gifts were still on and 
around the family’s Christmas 
tree. 

“There is no daubt, they left 
the house in a hurry;” said 
Gibson. 

Gibson said sometime prior to 
the 19th Mrs. Roberts told her 
mother-in-law that she was go- 
ing to leave the three children 
with her while she took a busi- 
ness course in Dallas, Tex., but 
failed to do so. 

Gibson stated Mrs. Roberts j 
is presently under a court order! 
not to take the children out of 
the state of Mississippi. 

Police reported the family 
would probably be traveling in 
a white and pink 1955 Oldsmo- 
bile, bearing a Jackson County 
tag — No. J—10456. 

Mrs. Roberts is five-feet six- 
inches and weighs 120 pounds. 
She is slim, attractive, and has 
shoulder length brown hair and 

j grey eyes. 
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Gulf Area Is Hit 
By Freak Storm' 

Light snow flurries, along with sleet and ice, were 

reported throughout Jackson County this morning in 
what the weather bureau described as a “freak snow 

storm. 
Vancleave, with the heaviest 

reported, had almost two inches 
of snow, with Ocean Springs. 

Goldwater To 
Tell His Plans 
At Home Friday 

WASHINGTON (UPI) Sen. 
Barry M. Goldwater meets with 
Arizona Republican leaders at 
his Phoenix home Friday to an- 
nounce whether he will seek the 
GOP presidential nomination in 
1964. 

The Arizona senator, who cel- 
e b r a t e s his 55th birthday 
Wednesday, will make known 
to his state’s GOP chiefs 
whether he will run for the Re- 
publican presidential nomina- 
tion or drop out of the race and 
seek re-election to the Senate 
in 1964. 

Goldwater was a strong front- 
runner for the Republican nom- 
ination in the public opinion 
polls before President Kenne- 
dy’s assassination, but since 
that time has slipped some- 
what. Whether the slippage was 

enough to discourage him re- 

mained to be seen. 

ttvaiuig ill iiuiuv 

The senator has been recup- 
erating at his home from minor 
surgery for a bone spur on his 
right heel. Along with other Re- 
publicans, Goldwater had ob- 
served a moratorium on poli- 
tics during the 30-dav period of 
national mourning for Kennedy. 
That period ended a week ago 
Sunday. 

Goldwater signaled his plan 
to make known his presidential 
answer in a telegram to a “rep- 
resentative group of friends and 
supporters throughout the coun- 

try.” 
As of now, the only an- 

nounced GOP presidential hope- 
ful is New York Gov. Nelson 
A. Rockefeller. 

Despite intensive drum-beat- 

ing on his behalf by various 
“draft Goldwater” volunteer 

groups, the senator has played 
his politics like his principles— 
conservatively. He has refused 
to commit himself one way or 

the other on a presidential bid. 
Announce Intention 

The most he would promise 
supporters was that he would 
announce his intentions early in 
January. 

(Continued on page 3) 

St. Martin, Hurley and other 
areas reporting accumulations 
which covered the ground. 

Ice-laden trees, automobiles 
and sidewalks greeted early 
risers in the Pascagoula area, 
with sleet and rain continuing 
throughout the morning. 

BULLETIN 

By noon today nine inches 
of snow was reported fallen at 
Lucedale. Highways 98 North 
and 26 West were closed to 
traffic and National Guards- 
men were pulling cars out of 
the ditch. A reported 25 auto- 
mobiles were reported strand- 
ed within two miles of Luce- 
dale. 

Icy roads were reported in 
all areas of the county, and 
driving conditions were termed 
“very habardous” by both state 
and county highway patrolmen. 

The storm was expected to be 
of short duration, with tempera- 
tures to rise to the mid 40’s this 
afternoon, when a low pressure 
area in the Gulf is scheduled to 
move to the east. 

-4 4- <4 

A freak snowstorm coated 
wide areas of Dixie today as 
far south as the Gulf Coast and 
New Orleans. 

Thousands of Sugar Bowl foot- 
ball fans awoke in New Orleans 
to find snow falling, the second 
time in a week that traces of 
snow dropped on the Crescent 
City. 

Elsewhere in Dixie, snow, 
sleet and freezing rain pelted 
Atlanta, Gulfport, Miss., Mobile 

| and Citronelle in south Ala- 
bama. 

The theremometer hovered 
around the freezing mark along 
the Mississippi coast. 

Atlanta police issued a 
hazardous driving warning for 

| north and central Georgia be- 
cause of the icy roads. Snow 
and sleet spread over the north- 
ern portion of Georgia begin- 
ning at daybreak. 

Fitzgerald, 200 miles south of 
Atlanta, reported freezing rain 
was coating trees and bridges 
with ice. 

Miami’s Orange Bowl parade 
tonight was threatened by a 
50-50 chance of rain, forecast- 
ers said. 

Miami had more than two 
inches of rain Monday and to- 
day, and more than three inch- 
es was recorded at Palm Beach 
and Belle Glade, Fla. 

Winds up to 30 miles an hour 
buffeted the Florida coastline 
and small craft warnings were 

flying. 
Pensacola, Fla., on the Gulf, 

had a low of 40 degrees this 
morning. Elsewhere over Flor- 
ida, the temperature was in the 
50s and 60s. 

★ ★ ★ 

Chicago ran its string of sub- 
zero days in December to 12, 
five more than the record set 
in 1905 and tied three times 
since. ^ 

Milwaukee, Wis., had its 13th 
sub-zero day this month, break- 
ing a record of 10 set in 1876 
and tied in 1916. 

However, the U.S. Weather 
Bureau promised some relief 
from the cold for the Midwest 
later today. 

More light snow fell along 
(Continued on page 3) 

Weather 
CLOUDY, COLD 

Coastal: Small craft warnings 
displayed for northeasterly 
winds 25 to 35 m.p.h. and rough 
seas today and tonight, gradu- 
ally diminishing Wednesday. 
Mostly cloudy weather with 
scattered showers today. 

Mobile Vicinity: Mostly 
cloudy and rather cold today 
and tonight; occasional rain to- 
day. High today 45-50, low to- 
night 30-40. Clear to partly 
cloudy Wednesday with after- 
noon readings in the 50s. 
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