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The Whitfield Report 
After an inquiry lasting more than three months, the 

general legislative investigating committee made public 
its report last week on conditions at the state-operated 
Whitfield mental institution. 

The investigation was called after charges made by 
* Rep. Hayden Campbell of Hinds county following a two- 

month personal investigation last summer. Rep. Campbell 
charged that shocking and brutal conditions existed at the 

; hospital and asked the dismissal of the director, Dr. Law- 
son Shackelford, the business manager and others charged 
with the direction of the hospital’s affairs. 

** 

Rep. Campbell first made his report to the board of 
trustees of the institution, which labelled them “so much 
poppycock.” despite the fact that an inquiry into the 
charges was made by a member of the board, Dr. Henry 
Boswell, whose findings the board consistently and firm- 

ly refused to make public. 
inai ai leasi a pomon oi me cnarges maue uy ru-p. 

Campbell are true is borne out by the legislative commit- 
tee’s report, and particularly by a supplemental report 
made by Senator J. Stewart Watson of Lexington, a mem- 

ber of the investigating committee who would not sign the 

report, but in an appendix concurred in the findings with 
two exceptions which he stated as follows: 

1. —I am of the opinion that the Director of the Mis- 

sissippi State Hospital should spend more time isr visiting 
and conferring with attendants and patients. 

2. —That the Director has not made the necessary in- 

vestigation of incidents reported to him dealing with the 
mistreatment of patients. 

These charges by Senator Watson are not only borne 

out, but underlined in a startling way in the committee’s 
own report and show without shadow of a doubt that su- 

pervision at Whitfield has not only been inadequate, but 

downright incompetent. 
Here is one paragraph from the committee’s report: 
“The committee in its investigation found that certain 

patients had been mistreated at this institution, by being 
whipped on the feet with a rubber hose, and other forms 
of punishment administered by these attendants. The evi- 
dence submitted did not indicate that such mistreatment 
had been severe or cruel, however, we cannot condone any 
form of mistreatment of the patients. Upon reporting these 

findings to the proper authorities, an investigation was 

immediately made, AND OUR FINDINGS WERE FOUND 
TO BE TRUE (capitals ours), and the authorities at the 
institution took immediate steps to have the attendants 
who were mistreating the patients dismissed. In every in- 
stance we found that it was solely the actions of the indi- 
vidual attendants and unknown to the medical authori- 
ties or those in charge of the institution." 

Approximately five months before this Rep. Campbell 
had reported to the trustees of the institution and then 
made public these same charges, citing specific instances. 

Why then did the superintendent and authorities at the 
institution have to wait five months for the legislative in- 

vestigating committee to also discover this condition be- 
fore getting around to dismissing attendants responsible? 
If this doesn't constitute the grossest of negligence, we are 
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Other charges made by Rep. Campbell are borne out 

by the committee’s report, and under the proper supervision 
these conditions would never have been allowed to exist. 

The committee said that it had found “some evidence 
that it has been deemed necessary on the part of some at- 
tendants to utilize the services of patients to assist them 
when another patient becomes unruly.” In plain words, 
that means that mental patients were being used to physi- 
cally control other disturbed mental patients. 

The committee reported insufficient attendants, and 

added that “we further recommend that since our investi- 

gation reveals that practically all of the trouble originated 
in the white male disturbed ward, that a change be effect- 

ed in the attendant in that building.” 
Obviously, from the committee’s report and the find- 

ings of Rep. Campbell, the above condition had existed for 

some time. The attendant of this ward may have been 

directly responsible for the brutal treatment of mental 

patients, but Dr. Shackelford and the hospital administra- 
tors are also directly responsible for the continued employ- 
ment of the attendant responsible. Even the most cursory 

supervision on their part could not have helped but bring 
to light the mistreatment of mentally sick patients. It is, 
therefore, plain that supervision was either non-existent 

or incompetent and that the administrators of the hospi- 
tal are far more to blame than the attendant. 

There are many other points of mismanagement and 

lack of supervision that are underlined in the committee’s 

report, which we will comment on in a second editorial next 

week. 

Letters 
Editor, 
Chronicle-Star. 

Because of a recent opera- 
tion I spent five days in the 
Jackson County hospital and 
as a result I want to take this 
means of expressing my appre- 
ciation of the fine institution 
that Jackson county maintains 

for its people. 
During the entire time at the 

hospital every attention was 

shown me by the nurses and 
attendants, and the food served 
was excellent. 

I believe that our local hos- 

pital compares favorably with 
any similar hospital in this sec- 

tion and that Jackson countians 
should be proud of it. 

Yours very truly, 
E. A. GAUTIER. 

In answer to publicity con- 

cerning the collection of $600 

monthly by the City of Bay St. 

Louis through a tax on the op- 
eration of slot machines in that 

city, Attorney General Greek 
L. Rice says that “no city in 
Mississippi has the authority 
to legalize gambling and that 
is what slot machines are.” 
Meantime Mrs. Thomas L. Bai- 
ley, administrator of the State 
of Mississippi’s 10 per cent 
“black market" tax under which 
the state levies and collects a 

right healthy sum on the sale 
of illegal whiskey, says that her 
office is "investigating” to find 
out if the state can get in on 

the slot machine racket along 
with Bay St. Louis (as well as 

others who collect unofficial 
taxes) in securing a share of the 
profits from operation of the 
"one-armed bandits”. 

• • • * 

Three cities have followed 
the state's lead in cutting in on 

the illegal liquor traffic by levy- 
ing a 10 per cent “black mar- 

ket” tax modeled after the state 
law. They are Pascagoula, 
where the tax went into effect 
April 1, Natchez and Vicksburg. 
In addition to the liquor tax, 
Natchez also collects a tax on 

gambling and gamblers, but 
does not allow the operation of 
slot machines. That, incident- 
ally, is sort of like straining at 
a gnat and swallowing an ele- 
phant. 

But in any event. General 
Rice’s words have a curious 
ring when stacked alongside the 
tax racket that the state has 
maintained for more than four 
years. The “black market” tax 

was passed at the urging of the 
late Governor Bailey who said 
at the time that it was designed 
to “chase the twin evils of boot- 
legging and black marketing 
out of Mississippi". Abolish- 
ment of price controls of course 

knocked the bottom out of black 
market operations. However, 
under the able administration 
of Mrs. Bailey, the state col- 
lected a million dollars last year 
in taxes on illegal liquor sales, 
of which Mrs. Bailey took a 

healthy slice for administering 
the office. 

• • • 

Meunwhile, during the more 

than four years that the tux 

has been in effect, the big 
wholesale bootleggers, far from 
being “chased out of the state” 
have grown fatter and richer 
and become even more ardent 
champions of Mississippi’s dry 
laws, and more determined than 
ever to keep them in effect. 
The retailers have done all 

right, too, and unsavory juke 
joints have mushroomed along 
the state’s highways like a can- 

cerous growth. 
* • • 

In the face of all this, Gen- 
eral Rice tells us that a com- 

munity cannot legalize gam- 
bling. We would like to make 
it plain that we are opposed to 
the operation of the slot ma- 

chines and the racketeering 
that goes along with their op- 
eration. But, os we understand 
it, Bay St. Louis didn’t legalize 
the operation of slot machines 
when it placed a tax on them 
any more than the state legal- 
ized the sale of whiskey when 
it levied a tax. If the state can 

collect a million dollars a year 
in tax on a commodity whose 
sale is prohibited by state law, 
then we fail to see the reason- 

ing of General Rice when he 
says Bay St. Louis can’t collect 
it on the operation of the "sil- 
ent robbers”. 

• • • 

I! looks like the state wants 

the tax racket on illegal opera- 
tions all to itself. Frankly, we 

believe that the black market 
tax would be illegal if ever 

tested. However to get a test 
through, is the problem. The big 
wholesales don't want it, be- 
cause they want things like 
they are nice and comfort- 
able and undisturbed with 
juicy profits rolling in in a 

steady stream. The little fel- 
low can't afford to force a test 
case because, in the first place 
it would be too costly, and he'd 
rather go on and pay his three- 
bucks a case tribute to the state, 
plus an extra three-bucks in 
communities where the local 
tax is in effect. (He passes it 
on to the consumer, anyway), g 
In the second place he'd lose, 
even if he did win because, 
after all liquor is illegal in the 
state, and he’d be raided so 

fast and so constantly that he’d 
be out of business before he 
knew it. 

• • • 

Incidentally, we might point 
out to General Rice that if, as 

he says, gambling is illegal he 
might review the lack of action 
by his own office in the State 
Line case, which still operates 
openlv and unmolested on the 
state line between Jackson and 
Mobile counties. Four years 

Pascagoula 
Personals 

Mr. and Mrs. Ozell Hewlett, 
who were married March 28 in 1 

Mobile, arrived at the home of1 
the former’s mother, Mrs. S M 
Hewlett, Sunday following a 

honeymoon to Mexico City. Mr 
Hewlett returned to his job in 
Mobile but Mrs. Hewlett remain- j ed for a visit of a few days here 
She is the former Miss Ada 
Gomez, daughter of Mrs. Guller- j mina Gomez of Puerto Rico. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence W. 
Scott of Evanston, 111., are ex- 

pected to arrive Saturday for a 
visit of about a week with Mis. 
Scott’s brother and sister-in-law, 
Di. and Mrs. F. C. Minkler. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Latady, execu- 
tive secretary of the Jackson 
County chapter of the American 
Red Cross, returned Saturday 
from Atlanta where she attended 
a two-weeks’ Southeastern Area 
Red Cross Training Conference. 

Mrs. A. F. Dantzler returned 
Sunday from Moorhead where 
she visited her family for several 
days. 

Miss Nancy Neiswender of At- 
lanta, who is a student at the 
University of Alabama, was the 
Easter weekend guest of Miss 
Eugenia Latady. 

Driving to New Orleans Wed- 
nesday to attend the theater were 
Mesdames J. G. Murphy, Robert 
S. Ford, J. I. Ford and A. F. 
Dantzler. They saw a perform- 
ance of “Annie Get Your Gun”. 

Miss Eugenia Latady was in 

New Orleans for several days last 
week attending a Frigidaire 
Training School in connection 
with her position with a local 
electric appliance company. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. O. Bower and 
children and Miss Mary Krebs 
spent Sunday with Mrs. E. J. 
Krebs, mother of Mrs. Bower and 
Miss Krebs, and Misses Ann and 
Cora Krebs. 

Meetings of WMU 

Of First Baptist 
Church This Week 

The homes of the members 
were the meeting places for the 
different circles of the Women's 
Missionary societies of the First 
Baptist church on Monday when 
the time was given to the study 
of missions. Each hostess served ; 
refreshments during the social 
hours. The meetings were as fol- 
lows: 

ALMA HUNT 
Mrs. T. L. Cobb was hostess to 

the members of the Alma Hunt 
circle at her home on Monday 
morning when Mrs. Harley Seay 
presided. The opening prayer was 

voiced by Mrs. C. T. Wadsworth 
and Mrs. S. B. Mellwain conduct- j 
ed the devotional. Mrs. Baylous 
Stokes, program chairman, pre- 
sented the study on the topic, 
“Moments with our Missions.” 
She was assisted by Mesdames 
A. W. Pinkston, B. McRaney, 
Wadsworth, and C. C. McCoy, 
Jr., who each gave a phase of the 
subject. The meeting was dismiss- 
ed by prayer by Mrs. Homer Mil- 
ler. Two new members, Mesdames 
J, S. Hastings and Ross Grady 
were added to the circle roll. 

JIMMIE FOSTER 
The Jimmie Foster circle met 

with Mrs. C. O Kirby on Mon- 
day afternoon at 3 p. m. with 15 
members present. The opening 
prayer was voiced by Mrs. J. J. 
Wedgeworth and followed by a 

business session presided over by 
Mrs. C. E. McClellan, circle chair- 
man, when the community mis- 
sion for the month was discussed. 
Each member had brought some 

! 

item for the pantry to be pre- 
sented at the “pounding” of the 

■ new minister and his family who 
| arrived on Thursday of this week. 
Mrs. Brunner Lennep led the mis- 
sion study from the study book, 
“Guide to Community Missions.” 
The meeting was dismissed by a 

closing prayer by Mrs. C D. El- 
1.. 
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ABRAHAM HSU 
Mrs. Clara Martin was hostess 

to the Abraham Hsu circle at her 
home at 9:30 a.m. Monday morn- 
ing. The meeting was opened by 
a prayer by Mrs. Martin and the 
devotional was conducted by Mrs. 
E. C. Buckley. Mrs. R. W Hunt 
was in charge of the circle pro- 
gram, "Moments with our Mis- 
sionaries. The closing prayer 
was voiced by Mrs. E. E. Burns. 
Mrs. Watts, the mother of Mrs. 
Martin, was a guest of the circle. 

EDWINA ROBINSON 
The Edwina Robinson circle 

met in the home of Mrs. John 

^ 
Colie on Monday morning with 

ago the state legislature made 
an appropriation at the attorney 
general's request to have the 
line surveyed and place the 
"Free State” of State Line in 
either Alabama or Mississippi. 
He was going to enter into a 

friendly suit with the attorney 
general of Alabama. Four years 
have passed. The appropriation 
has, we suppose, reverted to j 
the state’s general fund because 
it was not used, and the State i 
Line continues to operate open 
gambling undisturbed by either | 
Mississippi or Alabama law en- I 
forcement officers. 

WSCS 0/ First 

Methodist Church 
Hold Meetings 

The circles of the Women’s So- 
ciety of Christian Service met 
this week when the time was de- 
voted to mission study and Bible 
lessons. At the end of each meet- 
ing the hostess of that particular 
circle served refreshments while 
the members enjoyed a social pe- 
riod. The sessions were as fol- 
lows: 

MARY LINDSEY 
The Mary Lindsey circle met 

on last Thursday at 7:30 p. m. 
in the church when Mrs. R. C. 
Craver was hostess. The meeting 
was opened by the chairman, 
Mrs. J. S. Fleming, followed by 
the devotional given by Mrs. Leon 

ten members present. The devo- 
tional was given by Mrs. Henry 
Bogdahn following the opening 
prayer voiced by Mrs. Colie. Mrs. 
J. W. Brumfield voiced the clos- 
ing prayer. 

J ■ ■■ ■ 

McBride. Then Mrs. J. C. Dye 
1 discussed chapter five from the 
study book, "The Newness of 
Life”, with the subject "Walking 
on the Sea” The meeting was 

i closed by the repetition of the 
benediction. Mrs. C. A. Carrier 
was a guest of the circle. 

SARAH BENNETT 
Mrs. Wade Hilliard was host- 

ess to the Sarah Bennett circle 
Monday at 2 p. m. Mrs. Earl Bond 
led the devotional and Mrs. C. 

: E. Trest, chairman, conducted a 

; brief business session. Mrs. T. C. 
Fullilove gave as the study les- 
son the last two chapters in “New- 

i ness of Life”. Guests for the meet- 

J ing were Mrs. C. A. Carrier, Mrs. 
! H. B. Hilbun and Mrs. Schley 
Byrd. 

FOUND DEAD 

The body of James Harrison 

j Carter, negro, formerly a fisher- 
man with the Smith Fish Meal 
Co. of Escatawpa, was found in 

j Crowley, La., according to infor- 

j mation received by Chief of Po- 
I lice C. F. Hudson from W. V. Lar- 
I cade, Crowley officer. Relatives 
! were located through the local 

Setting For Little 
Theater Play To 
Feature Staircase 

The stage setting for the latest 

production of the Paspoint Little 

Theater, “Rebecca", will be de- 

signed (by Paul Cirlot of Moss 
Point, according to an announce- 
ment by Mrs. James T. Thompson, 
president. 

Mr. Cirlot has been quite suc- 
cessful with the two Victorian 
settings which he produced for 
the “Barretts” and “Life With 
Father”. This setting for “Rebec- 
ca” will feature a two-story wind- 
ing stairway as the entire action 
of the play takes place in the 
hall of the manor house, "Man- 
derley”. 

Charles Hightower has been 
appointed business manager and 
will be in charge of the publicity. 

draft board, Mr. Hudson said. The 
Louisiana officer said apparently 
the man, who was about 21 years 
old, had fallen from a train as 

his body was on the railroad 
right of way. 

Staff Nurses At 
County Hospital 
Form Organization 

Members of the nursing staff 
at the Jackson County hospital 
met Monday night to form their 
first organization. Miss Doris Ben- 
nett was elected president with 
Mrs. Ida Bradford as vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Ozie White as secre- 

tary and Miss Joe Frazier as 

treasurer. 

Moss Point Colored 

Woman Wins 

Mattress 
Ida Mae Martin, popular color- 

ed woman of 2120 Main St., Moss 
Point, has been announced as the 
recipient of a fine Spring Air 
Mattress, won as a prize for at- 
tendance at the special Mattress 
showing held recently by the Hill 
Furniture Store. 

Announcement of the award 
! was made this week by Ed Mays, 
I manager of the store. —ADV. 
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THE UNIVERSAL 
JEEP 

$1394 
Delivered. Including 

Taxes 

This multiple-purpose vehicle is an outstanding 
value at this price. 

COAST CITIES 
MOTORS SALES 

Jeep Station Wagons, Cars and Trucks 
Phone 263 226 W. Live Oak Street Pascagoula 
VJi 
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WE HELP 
YOUR 

DOCTOR 
We are proud to aid your doctor in the care of your 

health. After he diagnoses your illness and writes his 

orders, it is our responsibility to see that the proper 

drugs are compounded accurately. You can depend 
on us, just as you depend on him, 

WIGGINS 
DRUG STORE 

Market and Lincoln Phone 656 

V* 
/- 

■ *■ **■*■ r»-»—vr »||' 

MIRACLE WHIP, Krall's, Pi. 
CELERY, cs;.t Fori<“ 5c 
ORANGE JUICE, “ 25c 
"It's Here" Perma STARCH 69c 
Fruit Cocktail,“r 24c 

Home Grown BEANS, Lb. . 15c 
CHEESE, ^Lbl' v,1,“l" 75c 
SUGAR, 5 Lb?,.45c 
FLOUR, 251,bs. . . . $2.05 
KOOL AID, 6, Pkgs. . . . 25c 

ALL MILK, Every Day, 3 Tall Cans . . .39c 

Todays Best Values 
^ 0 Use these foods for highest 

food values at lowest cost 

COLORED OLEO, Blue Bonnet, Lb. . . 37c 
CROWDER PEAS, Tenderpak, 2 Cans . 29c 
BAKERS COCOARfUT, Box.16c 
RED HEART DOG FOOD, 2 Cans ... 25c 
BACON, Hormel's Red Pig, Sliced, Lb... 49c 

ECONOMY 
"For Fine Foods" 

WE CONSISTENTLY BUY ONLYTHE FINEST OF BEEF AND VEAL 
Foodphone 715 Closed Wednesday Afternoons \ye Deliver 


