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Session Over, Controversy Remains 
The legislature is completing its fifth week of a spe- 

cial session designed to give the state a comprehensive 
rural road program. All that has been accomplished to 

date, however, is the adoption of an enabling act setting 
»p the scope and terms of the program. Differences in 

the House and Senate version of this act are being ironed 

out and indications are that it will provide: 

1) Creation of a state engineer's office to supervise 
the program. 

2) County contribution to the cost. 

* 3) City streets used as highways will be maintained 

by the highway department. 

4) An 8.600-mile ceiling on the state system. 

5) Mandatory employment of a highway engineer by 
each county or group of counties. 

The general provisions of the enabling act are good, 
► we believe—particularly those calling for county partici- 

pation in the cost, which will tend to give county govern- 
ments more interest in getting fullest possible value from 

1 the funds, and the mandatory provision for a county high- 
1 way engineer. Under the present setup, all but one or 

two of Mississippi’s 82 counties maintain five separate road 

department, one for each beat. Combining them into a 

county unit of one department under a competent engineer 
would not only affect a considerable saving (and more 

rural roads) but would function far more efficiently. Per- 

haps the unit system can grow out of this- 
* 

,i To get back to the legislative session itself, however— 
* after five weeks, and over $100,000 expense to the state, we 

have an enabling act. but the program is as far away as 
* oyer- The fight for means to finance the program, whether 

~! it be a one- or a two-cent increase in gasoline taxes, or 

spme other < means, will be carried over into the genera! 
a legislative session starting next month. 
« 

p All of which leaves us with little to show for the time, 
trouble and expense of the special session. Tjie enabling 

J apt could have been passed in a week’s time had it pot been 

tor the jockeying for position in the fight over financing. 

»j When the special session was called, it was ogtimistic- 
t' ally opined that it could complete its work in two weeks. 
* 

We were also told that it could concentrate on the con- 

tgpversial bill at a session called to consider only this bill, 
get its business done and save weeks of wrangling in the 

* regular session, which would delay action on other vital 
■ legislative matters. 
v 
* Well, the idea was fine but results failed to match it. 
« We have our special session behind us, but we still have 
* our controversy before us. 

m 

Nobody Here But Us Bulls 
What goes with the “welfare state” that was supposed 

to stifle initiative, ruin big business, wipe out risk capital? 
Z Some of the people—spokesmen for the nation’s cor- 
~ pbrations—who have been howling the loudest about the 
r death of business at the hands of government restrictions, 

have in 10 months of this year paid out $4,807,600,000 in 
:■ rfividends. That is four billion, eight. It exceeds the 

$4,649,700,000 paid out during the same months last year, 
r And it’s only about two-thirds of the dividends that will be 

paid for the whole year. The juiciest plums, the December 
dividend checks, are still to be mailed out. The depart- 
ment of commerce expects the total figure to touch $7 

"• billion. 
~ At the same time, newspapers are carrying stories of 

the big bull market on the stock exchange- The market 
was at a 17-month high this week. What, then, about the 

timidity of risk capital? 
Seems as if the fear of the “welfare” state hasn't yet 

_ reached the pocketbooks of those who claim to fear it most. 

Z The bulls are still with us. 

*. % 

Down And Out With The Rats! 
M 

The rat is a nasty little beast, spreading filth and 
4. disease wherever he scurries We applaud, therefore, the 

county health department which will begin an eradication 
~ 

program Monday. 
~ The disease count in the indictment against rats may 
•V. .not serve to rally all Jackson countians to the battle 

against the creature. We offer, then, the fact that the rat 

papulation, which greatly outnumbers the human popula- 
te: tlon, hits the pocketbook of each and every one of us a 

r; lufty blow each year. It has been estimated that more 

s. than $200,000,000 worth of foodstuffs are consumed and 

destroyed annually by the rats of the United States. 

Z' The health department will distribute poison to all 
tmsinesses before the end of the month. Dwellings will 

" be supplied later. It is from our hearts that we recom- 

^ mend to all Jackson countians that they support the pro- 
•< jfjun to the limit. , 
(Mr T" ■ r- 
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Senator George D. Aiken, 
Vermont Republican* an astute 
political observer and an able 
member of the U, S. Senate, 
puts his finger on fundamental 
fallacies in the proposal of an- 

other Republican Senator, John 
W. Bricker of Ohio, to merge 
the conservative elements of 
the GOP with the states’ right- 
ers to form a new political par- 
ty. Senator Bricker pointed out 
that the Congressional voting 
record of the states’ righters 
and the conservative GOPcrs 
prove that they belong politieal- 

• ly in the same boat and that 
the alignment is therefore nat- 
ural. He added that it not only 
was natural, but might also be 
politically profitable if the new 

party selected as its candidates 
Ike Eisenhower for president 
and former New Dealer Jimmy 
Byrnes for vice-president. 

In the first place, Senator 
Bricker is a little late with his 
idea for the creation of a new 

political party out of elements 
of the GOP and the Democrats. 
It was set forth at length and 
in detail some years ago by a 

Maryland gentleman named 
Collins in a book called "Whith- 
er Solid South.” The foreword 
of the. book, as we recall it, 
said that Mr. Collins was raised 
in Alabama and educated in 
the North. He is an attorney, 
we believe, of some esteem in 
Maryland and Washington. 

In any evant, the book uses 

genetics, anthropology, political 
science, history and varied oth- 
er subjects to reach the conclu- 
sion that the Solid South is a 

political whipping boy. and that 
there is virtually no difference 
in the political philosophy of 
the states' rights Democrat and 
the conservative Republican. 
Therefore, their merger into a 

new party would be a perfectly 
normal political evolution. Mr. 
Collins added, however, (again 
as we remember it) that in or- 

der to successfully accomplish 
the merger it must have a 

"cause" or "issue" to capture 
the public imagination and 
bring to a successful conclusion 
the merger of the two groups 
into a solid and forceful new 

political party. The book was 

more or less the founding stone 
for the states' rights movement. 

In opposing the Bricker pro- 
posal Senator Aiken points out 
that the proposed merger would 
cost the GOP “the industrial 
Northeast," now their strong- 
hold, as voters in that area 

would simply not go along with 
states’ lighters. “Northern Re- 
publicans never will join oppo- 
sition to civil rights measures,” 
he said. “On the other hand, 
Southern Democrats have been 
strongest supporters of public 
power, an issue which most 
Northern Republicans seem to 
disfavor. And which party is to 
submerge its identity 

_ 
and 

name,” he continued. "If I know 
anything about Dixiecrats and 
Southern Democrats they would 
not do it.” 

Senator Aiken sensibly adds 
that if Bricker wants a test of 
the coalition theory he could 
get it in the Senate when Con- 
gress meets next month. “There 
is no doubt at all but what Re- 
publicans and Southern Dem-. 
ocrats now have more than 
enough votes to take majority 
control of the Senate,” he said. 
“They could have done this and 
taken over control of all com- 

mittee chairmanships and oth- 
er offices early this year.” 

States' rights sympathisers 
and conservative Republicans 
in our national Congress have, 
for the most part, been the most 
ardent champions of federal 
subsidies for pet projects, while 
at the same time decrying a 

spendthrift and ''socialistic" 
government. If the boys in Con- 
gress. who give only lip service 
to economy and centralization 

of federal powers for the benefit 

of the voters back home, vote 

the money and the powers, just 
what can they expect? 

As we have often pointed out, 
not a single piece of the so- 

called Truman "socialistic” pro- 
gram has passed Congress, yet 
we are faced with a $5-billion 
deficit in times of greatest pros- 
perity. As we have also point- 
ed out, Truman hasn’t spent 
a dime of it, or appropriated a 

penny. It was done by Congress. 
And just so long as Congress 
insists that the American tax- 
payers must underwrite every 
vested group from cotton grow- 
ers to silver miners we'll con- 

tinue to have the deficit, no 

matter who is president of the 
US or what party is in powt?r, 
even if it be the states’ l ighters. 

TT.and UNDER 
the Editor’s DesK 

Not all of u* are fortunate 
enough to have an easy way to 
raise Christmas cash. We, there- 
fore, cast our eyes with envy 
toward the state capital and the 
lucky hunch of legislators, each 
drawing down 14 burks a day. 
To most of the boys from the 
goober patch, that’s gravy. And 
so handy at this time of the 
year. Long live the special ses- 

sion! 
* * * 

We are the timidesl of fouls. 
We are fearless only behind a 

typewriter, Behind the podium, 
as it were, addressing a group 
of more than three persons, we 

dissolve into 45 cents worth of 
mayonnaise. Thus it was that 
we, carefully planned a coward- 
ly maneuver for the banquet 
that the YMBC tabled last Fri- 
day in honor of the Moss Point 
football team. 

In case we were called upon 
to “say a few words” we 

planned to arise and suggest 
that two minutes of silence be 
observed in honor of former 
Moss Point ball players killed in 
the war. After two minutes we 

were going to say thank you 
and sit down. 

We weren’t called on. But 
anticipation of the worst 
wouldn't let that chicken go 
down more than a couple 
inches. It had descended, how- 
ever. to the usual distance the 
next morning. 

• • • 

Alexander The Smart ob- 
serves: 

We note that it’s gow pickled 
pigs feet time once again. In- 
stead of drooling with delight 
as wo see the jars of gristle and 
skin standing on the bars, uh— 
counters—we recoil in horror. 
They look like pathological ex- 
hibits in a medical museum. 

• • » 

A New Orleans newspaper 
recently ran a by-line story 
which, the editors explained, 
was “Condensed from Decem- 
bers Reader's Digest." 

Wonder what distillate was 
left when they got through con- 
densing the condensation. 

• * • 

The wife of that great un- 
American. J. Parnell Thomas, 
has the gall to run for the House 
seat he has vacated in disgrace. 
"If elected," she trumpets, "I 
shall continue the same struggle 
against subversive influences." 

Such as J. Parnell Thomas? 

THIS WEEK 
in Other Years 

FIVE YEARS AGO THIS 
WEEK, Fire razed the home of 
Mrs. J. F. Hassell in Muss Point 

First death penalty in Jack- 
son County in the electric chair 
exacted. 

• * * 

FOUR YEARS AGO THIS 
WEEK. First peacetime Christ- 
mas: outdoor lights returned 

USO building destroyed by 
fire: city library books lost 
Coldest weather of season bit 

Jack Fields and Dick Dick- 
son received YMBC awards at 

second football banquet 
Christmas editorial: spirit of 
Christmas 

• * * 

THREE YEARS AGO THIS 
WEEK. Ninety-nine cases dis- 
posed of in chancery court 
Vancleave school asked bids 
for new building Editorial: 
Market street improvements; 
pointed out need of improve- 
ment of shoulders or. strfe1 

• • * 

TWO YEARS AGO THIS 
WEEK. Contract for Memorial 
stadium awarded Youth 
murdered in cold blood at 
Ocean Springs filling station; 
slayer unknowm Editorial: 
Label patrol cars, suggested pa- 
trol cars should be dearly 

REPORT FROM BRITAIN • 

'Communistic Britain Is Unthinkable' 
By James W. Silver 

.. (Head Ole Miss History Dept.) .. 

Last night I attended at the 

cost of a sixpence an open meet- 

ing of the Scottish-USSR Soci- 

ety, called to commemorate the 
32nd anniversary of the Rus- 
sian revolution. More than 500 
Aberdonians were present at the 

publicly-owned Music Hall to 
hear Professor I. L. Gluschenko 
of the institute of genetics of the 
Academy of Science of the 
USSR, and Pavlo Tychina, Uk- 
ranian poet. 

Gluschenko and Gychina 
spoke in Russian, had their 
words translated sentence by 
sentence to an attentive and at 

limes wildly demonstrative au- 

dience. The substanee of their 
remarks wis that Russia had 
suffered immeasurably during 
the war and now wants peace 
above everything else. Stalin's 
Leadership was glorified and 
there were occasional remarks 
concerning British and Ameri- ■ 

ran warmongers. On the whole 
the Russians were dignified and 
moderate. They were apparent- 
ly overwhelmed by their friend- 
ly reception. 

An Irishwoman, an Austra- 
lian, and a Scotsman named 
Murray indulged in a lot of rab- 
ble-rousing talk which reached 
its evangelistic climax in a ferv- 
ent appeal for funds to carry on 

the good work of closer cultural 
relations between holy Russia 
and the rest of the world. Coins 
and bills were tossed onto the 
stage to the tune of something 
over a hundred dollars. 

Comrade Murray would have 
given any old-time Southern 
demagogue a run for his money. 
His sublime enthusiasm carried 
him to the declaration that the 
Russian standard of living was 

twice that of the British and 
that British and American 
workers would never fight in a 

capitalistic war against Russia. 
With considerable emotion he 

read a telegram from one of the 

recently convicted and "mar- 
tyred" Communists now lodged 
in a New York jail. Statistics 
demonstrating the great phys- 
ical progress made by Russia 
were thrown around with great 
abandon. It was made clear, 
too. that under the benign 
leadership of their beloved Joe 
Stalin, the Russians were una- 

fraid of anyone. 
There was no way for me to 

tell whether the audience had 
succumbed to the charms of 
communism or whether its out- 
bursts of affection for the vis- 
itors were simply a demonstra- 
tion of a people pathetically 
eager to grasp at. any straw 
which might mean peace in a 

distracted world. There was no 

question period but I had the 
distinct feeling that it would 
not have been a propitious time 
to have been critical of such a 

love feast. 
I am inclined to believe that 

such a .meeting might have led 
to violence in the American 
South. Here the Russians were 

received at lunch by the Lord 
Provost of Aberdeen and were 

accorded a reception by the 
Trades and Labor Council. 

The average Briton is a stub- 
born soul. He staunchly believes 
in what to him are eternal ver-. 
ities. The same qualities which 
made it incomprehensible for 
him to think of defeat in Brit- 
ain's "finest hour" led him to 
believe that it is far better to 
accord minority groups the priv- 
ilege of speaking their piece in 
public than to drive them un- 

derground. 
To him a communistic Brit- 

ain is unthinkable. Freedom of 
speech is an integral part of his 
precious heritage of liberty and 
includes the right of extreme 
opposition to thjngs as they are. 

Only time will tell whether 
the British course of listening 
to and perhaps ignoring the 
prophets of communism in ac- 

tion is superior to the Ameri- 
can way of throwing the here- 
tics into prison. 

Inside 
Washington 
Special to Central Press 

Washington — The nation’s 

electrical industry is in for a 

couple of years of bitter inter- 
union battling. 

CIO’s action in expelling the 
left-wing United Electrical 
Workers and chartering'a new 

lightest International Union of 
Electrical Workers sets the stage 
for the conflict. 

UEW currently holds bar- 
gaining contracts with General 
Electric, Westinghouse and the 
other bigwigs of the industry. 
However, the new right-wing 
union will launch an all-out 
fight to drive the UEW from 
the plants. 

AFL’s International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers 
probably will join the fray and 
make it a three-way contest. 

Expecting the coming battle, 
officers of the left-wing UEW 
recently signed non-communist 
affidavits under the Taft-Hart- 
ley law. Thev had to do that to 
become eligible to use National 
Labor Relations Board machin- 
ery and obtain a place on the 
election ballots which will de- 
termine which union shall rep- 
resent the country’s electrical 
workers. 

It looks like a nasty scrap 
with no holds barred. Real los- 
ers in the battle may be the 
electrical manufacturers whose 
production could be disrupted 
by the inter-union rivalry. 

* • • 

Look for Congress to wipe the 
draft law off the books next 
year, mere may even be a con- 

gressional investigation of the 
selective service program short- 
ly before the law comes up for 
renewal next June 30. 

The adminsitration will ask 
for an extension of the draft on 

the ground that a stand-by pro- 
gram is needed to provide men 

for the armed forces should an 

emergency arise. 
However, opponents of the 

draft argue that the present 
Selective Service Law hasn't 
been used and under budget 
limitations increases in army, 
navy and air force manpower 
are banned. 

Actually, no men have been 
inducted under the draft law 
since last February, and only a 

labeled. 
• * • t 

ONE YEAR AGO THIS 
WEEK. Pal Gardner and J. T. 

Shepherd named two most val- 
uable men on Tiger squad to 
receive YMBC awards 
First section of tunnel tubing 
launched at Ingalls Wom- 
an's club of Moss Point spon- 
sored contest for yuletide dec- 
orations Mrs. Azalene Hav- 
ens was native and Resident of 
county for 90 years. Editorial: 
State Line Again, time for mat- 
ter to be settled, constitutes 
“free state". 

few thousand have been induct- 
ed since the act was passed last 

year. 
Another factor pointing to the 

end of the draft is the fact that 
1950 is an election year. Con- 
gress isn’t likely to approve a 

law that most legislators believe 
would cost votes. 

* * « 

State department protocol of- 
ficers feel that the visit of the 
shah of Iran would have come 

off better if he had been de- 
scribed to Americans as the 
sha of Persia. 

The royal visitor then would 
have been a household name to 
cve^y American who owns an 

Oriental rug or has j-ead the 
verses of Omar Khayam. 

The visit itself was regarded 
by the State department as of 
extreme importance, but the 
protocol people had a hard time 
“selling” it as such to the public. 

The shah and his entourage, 
•most of whom, like the mon- 

arch himself, had never before 
been to the United States, were 

extremely sensitive as to per- 
rogatives. 

When the shah went to Lon- 
don for the 1948 Olympic 
Games, he was much annoyed 
at not being met at the airport 
by King George. The British 
foreign office had a tough time 
assuaging his bruised feelings. 

The incident caused compli- 
cations later. When the king of 
Afghanistan went to Paris for 
an eye operation, he planned to 
stop at Teheran, Persia’s cap- 
ital. He was told that the shah 
would not meet him since it was 

not a state visit. 
The Afghan ruler promptly 

sent word that under those con- 

ditions he just wouldn’t come. 

Thereupon, the shah changed 
/ -- •" S 

New 

Studebaker 

Pick-Up 
Trucks 

Ideal for merchants de- 

livery and other light 
service. 

WE HAVE SEVERAL 

GOOD USED CARS AT 

BARGAIN PRICES! 

W. H. Jones 
Motors 

707 Market St. 

Pascagoula. Miss, 
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PHONE BEAT FIRE 
ALARM BOXES 

Chicago — (Ar) — The Inter- 
national City Managers Assoeia- 

his mind and went to the air- 

port. 
President Truman dodged j 

these complications by sending j 
his personal plane to Persia to 
pick up the potentate, then meet 
ing him. in person, at the Wash- 
ington airport. 

r- 

tion passes along this report from 
Pontiac, Mich. 

Only 12 per cent of the fire 
alarms there in the past five years 
were turned in on fire alarm 
boxes. The others were received 
by telephone. Fifty-six per cent 
of the alarms received through 
the boxes were false. Only one 

per cent of those that came in by 
'phone were phony. 

About a quarter of Austria’s 
population lives in Viena. 

-\ 

Our Wrecker Is At Your Service 

24 Hours A Day — 7 Days 
A Week! 

Our Holmes wrecker is at 

your service 24 hours a day. 
When we bring your 

car in. it may look like it 
came from a junk pile, but 
we can make it look like M 
new in just a short time. jf| Our paint and body service ^1 
is the best anywhere and '■ 

our charges are so reason- 
able. you'll be delighted. 

CALL US ANYTIME! 

JACKSON COUNTY 
AUTO SERVICE 

Geo. A. Tootle, Jr. 

Phone 442-W Highway 90 

V---J 
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Come To Ciiy Lumber 
for Johns-IManville 

Don't take chances— ROOFING 
buy from dealers you 

know buy mater- 

ials you can trust. 

Johns-Manville roof- 

ings are backed by 90 

years of experience. 

We carry a complete 

line. Ask for our> rec- 

ommendations now! 

Cify Lumber & Supply Co. 
Phone 13 Pascagoula. Miss. 

At Advertl»»d in LIFE 
LANE’S WONDERFUL 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAl 

i r | 

Don’t Wait to Give Her a 

UNC—Come in Now! 

No 2368 (on Santa'* shoul- 
der)—Big 48-inch chest com- 
bines Walnut Stump and 
matched American walnut. 
Equipped with Lane s patented 
automatic tray. 

j 
-ftoTke, 

Clmfim* 
Skill N&10U 

■foijet! 
Christmas ; ; : and there, just as 
she's always dreamed .. her Laue 
Cedar Hope Chest! A gift so beau- 
tiful, so sentimental, and so prac- 
tical, too! LANE is the only pres- 
sure-tested Aroma-Tight Chest 
made! Moth Protection Guarantee 
with every Lane Chest. 

There’s a Lane for every room t 
in the home. All have Lane's ex- 
clusive features! Choose from our 

complete Lane collection now. 

IT'S THl UAL LOVl-arri 

f 

CHBT Ne. Ml* Graceful demgn that Sen** 
harrooni?ee with any mahogany atyla. wT — 

Tray included. , 

/ fc. 

OTHER LANE CHESTS $39.95 up 
% £ 

Hill Furniture Store 
FURNITURE AND APPLIANCES 

"Ask Your Neighbor" 
Phone 2061 Moss Point 

------* 


