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bject for the Ocecasion ‘‘Dreaming
_ and Bullding for Mississippl”

\

~., “layton Rand, of the Class of 1911,
pd Editor of the Nesheba Demo-
at, delivered the Alumni Address
the 1922 Commencement at the Ag-
ultural and Mechanical  College
pturda, June 3 in the college audi-
riam. The subject of the address
8 “Dreaming and Building for
s8lssippl.” The address was pre=
[Rled by a band concert by the col-
e band, and the rest of the day
8 given over to exercises for the
lmni, ¢
The address which pertains to
bme of Mississippl’s problems fol-
WH;

»

{

I’ublic men from within and with.
it the State, for many months
8t, have been asking the question;
Vhat is the matter with Missls-
pi?”, and their answers to this
uch mooted question have been
ven much publicity. As a result the
side world, and we within the
Bate} have begun to believe that
ssissippl suffers from some incura-
e malady. While it is true that
nstructive criticism cures many
S, we in Mississippl have had
Qoughofchronle kicking for a while.
it State’s interests can be better
Brved, at least for a season, by cat-
gulng our many assets than by
dvertising our liabilitles; by recit-
g our many virtues than by re-
punting our many sins.
Misslissippt will be eursed, more or
88, with Inertia, and the outside
orld will continue to look upon
r with indifference, as long as her
bokesmen are chronically eritical,
d her Kkickers and knockers out.
5 mber her dreamers and builders.
Becently T elipped a bit of verse from
copy of Forbe’s Weekly. It was
ritten by Ted Olsen, and is entitled,
fThe Knockers,” Its sentiments are
h such sympathy with my message
the moruaing that [ shall preface
hy remarks by giving you the bene-
, of it.
‘The dreamer blazes out a path to
lands remote and dim,
Far heights men never trod. until
the vision beckoned him.
And err the jungle closes round
where first he struggled through,
) hie builder comes upon his heels to
make the dream come true.

Dreamer and bulilder, hand in hand,
across the world they go;

The trails they make, the towers
they build. the wondering world
may know.

And when thelr temples stand eom-

plete, ehallenging heaven’s crown.

The knockers gather round. and

start to talk the structuredown,

'For this was bullded in a way that
breaks all proper rnles;

And thatdesign is incorrect accord-
ing to the schools;

And that offends mostshockingly
some fundamental law;

And that—like this, and all the rest
—displays some hopeless filaw,

And so the critics saunter home,
confiding each to each,

How mightier than spade or sword
fs man’'s great weapon, speech.
And each congratulating each, thav

by their words alone
‘The dreamer’s dream, the bullder’s
worky are wholly overthrown.

And while the critic tellows sleep,
the bulldera eome again,

And recreate from dust the dream
the knockers would have slain;
Not perfect quite—proclaiming still

the crudeness of the clod,
But wrought for stalwart ae}rvlce
in the toil of man and God.

And while the knocker lnlkheplore.
and strive to fix the blame,
Dreamer and worker, hand in hand,
toll onward just the same;
Content to bulld a8 best they
know, as every bullder may—
And earing notone single damn tor
what the critics say!” .
In my address to you perhaps [
hm filling for the time the role of a
drenmer; & dreamer, speaking toa
‘roup of drenmers and builders, and
it takes both to bulld roads and

bullder in
enough

‘|eitizenshlp of Mississippl,

rect temples. Aud the time 18 ripe.
' the

tisanship ‘and ehronie knocking, and
divert its foree in channels promot-
ing, bullding and boosting Mijaesls-
glppl, the agricultural, the cconomlie
and the educational status of Missis.
sippl would undergo & rapld and
happy transformation.

I, for one, heve confidence in the
and faith
In her future, and I think her history
justifies me In my convietions. Few
states have been subjectad to as
many reverses, and it is when we re-
view her struggles that her achieve.
ments seem phenominal,

In the Wap of 1812, in the war with
Mexico, and in the tragedy of the
60's she contributed well her share in
.blood and treasure. Along with her
slster Southern states she lay pros-
trate In 65 Her wealth, measured
iu slaves, was converted into a pub-
lic menace, and her sons and daugh-
ters in numbers uncounted jolned
that army of Southerners, 5,000,000
strong, that migrated North and
West, following the Civil War; elther
to escape the insults of black misrule,
the tyranny of the carpet-bagger, or
in search of larger opportunities.
Those who remained at hoine
faced bankraptcy the Bolsheviki
of the 70's, and the
destructive period of so-called recon-
struction, Read the tragedy of those
times o the faces of those who sur-
vived it. Remember that through it
all, we - bave ralsed cotton; raised
cotton, pitted against the combined
attack of the boll weevil and the
broker, and the strategy of the man-
ufacturer of cotton fabries, in Old
England and*New England, Plcture
whole families in the cotton flelds,
when the women should have been
at home and the children in school.
Picture Mississippi with her perplex-
ing race problem, with her high per
cent of illiteracy, without a satisfac-
tory road system, her sons ever drift-
ing away, giving up her best blood
to the uphuilding of the great South.
west., Consider a Mississlppl with
more than her share of demagogues
and ambulance-chasers, cattle tieks,
hook worms and boll weevils, and
remember that through it all we
have been purely agricuttural, with-
out clties, and, except for lumbering,
without other industries. Add all
these things together, and il you
then have anything but admiration
and pride for what Mississippi has
achieved through it all, you are ig-
noring history. Constantly exploited
by her demagogues from within, and
her money-changers from without,
verily, Mississippi has been between
the devil and the deep blue sea, and
becnuse she has well-nigh gone down
three .tlmes in the swim is nothing
to her discredit.

I have read it somewhere in the
books, I think it was in one of Em-
erson’s essiays, that Lord McCauley
was proud over a Londoa news dis-
patch that there were ten thousand
thieves in London. There was eon
solation in the fact that London
was big enough and rich enough to
support ten thousand thieves. 1
wonder what Lord McCauley would
think of a State that could survive
war and pestilence, the Bolsheviki
and the demagogue, the cattle tick/]
the hook worm and the boll weevil
contribyte generously to the upbulld-
ing of a dozen or so states, support
a few thieves while doing it, and
still grow stroug and great?

We have listened all too long, In
Mississippi, to her disciples of discon-
tent; her propagandists of pessimism.
I turn my bhack upon them and tell
you that there 18 no cause for alarm
provided we can eatceh the vision
and the spirit of the constructive op-
timist. ’

Ofcourse Mississippi’s politics 1s
rotten, and® this is our outstanding
Habllity, but I belleve that astate-
wide wave of enthoslasm over our
Tatent resources and possible devel
opments wonld enliat into such a
crusade a number of those who are
now fighting over the fortunes of
some worthless demagogue. erhaps
a program of achlevement would pnt
factionalism on the wane., To tight
it In any other way Is too much lke
fighting Johnson grass. When [ quit
fighting Johusun gruss in my back
yard, and begun cultivating other
crops the grass died. Polities 1o

Florida, Alnbama, Arkansas and
Loulsiana has been at times about

as dirty as it is in Mississippl, but
‘When we s_ndph of those states went

wlopqnmt of their lauds
tries, thelr politics became

Aud even whers the|

grant a thing as we have to contend
with, and we find it showing itsell
in most every little Southern elty.
No Mississippl has no monopoly
elither on demugobguea or political
scandal, And [ eannot help hut be-
lleve that woman suffeage in Missis
sippt 18 golng to have a purifying,
clarifying, “lumigating’ effect upon
our politics. I have always had &
kind of heavenly conception of South
ern womanhood, and sooner or later,
Mississipp! is In for a good political
house-cleaning.

Much has been made over the fact
that  Mississippl’'s population has
fallen off. For manpy years the trend
of population has been from country
to clty, and Mieslssippi could but
lose in such a shuffle. We are a rural
people to a higher dégree than the
people of most any other state, and
it is only in our agriculture that we
must look for any great industrial
developments,

And when we compare our agrl-
culture with that of other Southern
states we make anexcellent showing,
In 1920 the value of Misslesipp!l's
farm products exceded those of Ala-
bama by over $30,000,000. S8he ralsed
more cattle in 1920 than either of the
Southern States excepting, of course,
Texas, Oklahoma and Missourl. The
potential possibilities of Mississip.
pi's agriculture are exceeded by those
of no other state in the Union. She
has the world’s greatest loug staple
cotton belt, Her solls vary, offering
undreamed of possibliities in fruit
and truck growing, cerlals, dairying
and cattle. Her rainfall {s abundant
and well distributed throughout the
seasons, and her climate has never
been fairly advertised to the world.
The surface of our agriculture has
not been scratched, and in few places
can soll as rich and productive be
had at such ridiculously low prices.

Why bemoan the fact that we are
without great quantities of miner-
als? Solil, climate, rainfall; there I8
no greater combination of valuable
and inexhaustible resources. When
the oil of Oklahoma and Loulsiana
#hall have ildwed tnto oblivion, and {®
the furnaces of Birmingham are for-
ever extinguished Mississippt will
still be feeding and clothing the bhun
gry, naked world. When at Muscle
Shoals, several months ago, I learn.
ed that business men fo that vieinity
had agents in Mississippi obtaining
leases to lands having valuable de-
posits of bauxite, which is rich in
aluminum. History tells us that
Mississippi was the first of the States
to mine lead; and while persistent
activities in wild-catting may bring
in a gusher, we must, nevertheless,
look to our future in agriculture.
And while profitable, successtul agri-
culture is our predominating prob.
lem our political leaders go about
the State blowing about trusts and
combines, and Missiesippl has fewer
of them than any state in the Union.
About 856 per cent of our people farm,
and yet there are people tn Missls-
sippl, and most of them farmers,
who are gullible enough to swallow
this  menace~ol-the~money—power
stuff, while they and thelr sofl, thelr
marketing, and farm development
are crylog for loformation and ens
lightened leadership for putting ag-
riculture on a profitable basis. About
the first thing I learned under Taus-
sig, in economics, was that though
the tariff was an ilmportant lssue its
significance had been mueh exagger-
ated by America's two great polith
cal parties. S0 we in Mississipp!
straln at a gonat and swallow a
camel. And then our BIG BUSI
NESS (we haven't any such thing)
thinks, on the other haud, that it s
legislated agalinst, and that capital
ls driven away, when an honest in.
vestigation will show that the laws
of a number of states, Texaw for {n-
stance, are more inimical to caplital
than the laws of Misslssippf,

Some wizard I8 golng to step into
Mississippl’s political arens some-
time, Intormed along mlcultunl
lines, familiar with the forces that
have enllsted one and one hall mil
llon recrults in the America Farm

marketing, that beretofore has ‘been
conflned to :nt:w trult and
owers: exc
z:own 600 per :u.t o m*mum
muun;upﬂmm fn the mar.
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Jultural Collm;e are more fa.
ith this Interesting guestion
[ muet speak briefly on
pl's educationnl progress,
- the huappy owmens of the
isisaippt’'s  educational
jents f{ll with new hope the
- the prophet and the bualld-
[ Proportion “to Miseisaippi's
wluation she spent more
her commoan sehools In
vither Alnbama, Georgla
B, North or South Carolina
Elsninsippl apent $830,000 on
Wmuu schouls; In 1920 she
thnes that amount, Nhe

r agricyltural high school;

her ed

onal history; she has 700

voting in speclal bond
Issues fOF the education of thelr
childreny

When We contemplate that most
of our mmem- o the last analysls
are eduestional, and that our prob-
lems In agriculture, politics and else-
where 8pring from ignorance and 1l
literacy these are hopeful signs
Wherever, the world over, people of
the Anglo Saxon strain of stock
have been given educational advan-
tages the stars have begun to write
for that pevple another story. Olf-

ver Wendell Holmes, when a profes-
sor in Harvard, was once asked, by
an anxipus mother, *‘when the edu-
cation of a child should begin.” His

answer was, “A hundred years be-
tore it I8 born.” The mothers and
fathers of Mississlpp! are a little
late, but today they are determined
that the educational opportunities
of their children shall be equal to
the edueational opportunities of the
children of other states,

Andin speaking on education hap-
py lbo.ld we be that this great in,
stit | hins  been dreaming and
b\l ding.’ - She has contributed gens

18Ty her share to make furming
ln Misslsslppl more pleasant and
profitnble. She has been that great
leavening force that hae kept us
moving toward our "destined goal,
8he has never been among the
knockers, I turned back to Misele:
slppl from the Kast several years
ago, ambitious to contribute my bit
for a better Misslssippl, and I went
about the State looking for a loea-
tion and encouragement. I talked
with business men and lawyers
everywhere, mnd [ heard only the
volce uf the knocker, repeatedly ad-
vising me to stuy away. But as I
went here and there about the State
I wet graduates of this institution
engaged hir teaching and extention
service, and I found them every-
where full of enthusiasm for Missls-
sipp!, and 1 said, “Thank God for
A, & M. Thank God for an tusti-
tation surronnded by many obsta-
cles that eango on talking about the
latent resources in Mississlppi’s **un-
vlowed spaces,” preaching diversifi-
cation, bhetter hogs and cows.
Thank God for an institution allve
and alert to the opporunities of ita
people. The average legisiator and
farmer In Misslusippl has eriticlsed
this institution because 1t sends so
few of 1t graduates back. to the
farm. The purpose of A. & M. s to
teach 1te students to toll and spln,
to hoe and plow, of course, but this
school performes u greater service
than that. Her greatest service to
‘Mississippl has been In the cultiva-
tion of commuulty leadership
amoung those who pass her portals.
In my small town a werchant, o
county agent, & creamery operator
and a counntey editor have graduat.
ed frow this lnstitution. It is not a
concelt to say that I belleve these
wen are serving Mississlppl, and the
story of iy small town s the story

and coastructive

Me o1

{ ‘Other states ln the duvelop-?'
she of themy She Is now In
the condblidated high school era of |

4 In the hills of Misslssippl |

of eounﬂin communities over the | d
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edneutlun. In the commuanlty inter-
est that Is belng quickened here and
there with the comming of the con-
solidated high school you are to
find & place. 1 envy you. I have
gone & little farther along the way
than you, and [ know sowe. of the
Interesting things that you are
going to experience In this great
Ntate of infinite possibilities,

The atmosphere 1s 1l of aerial
volees, perhaps | should” say, “radlo
volees"”, whisperiug words of hope
ortunity to you- Sometime
were fewer opportuni-
leslppl, Just one or two,
d not be kept 80 busy hop-
like from one to the other.
ou boyshave a lot to learn,
ago just eleven years, 1 sat
ou now iy, aud 1 knew that
more then than y know that
now

*1 used to think I knew I knew,

But now I must confess,

The more [ know I know Iknow,

I know I know the less.”

But thie one thing I think 1 know,
and I have spent a lot of tlme and
money learning it, and I did not
learn it 1n College, and It 1s this that
Igetout of a thing only what I
have put Into 1t; no more. You can
not get something for nothing. You
get out of this lnstitution only
what you have invested into it It
looks simple on the ftace of it, and
yet had I learned that fundamental
ten or fwenty years ago I might to
duy be editor of the Co.nmercial Ap-
pedl instead of the editor of the Ne-
shoba Democrat, Many of these
non-hooklsh, practieal things you
will have to plek up along the bitter
paths of experience.

Ishould like to see, you invest
more Into this institution. [ have
about deelded that A. and M. will
never have a very strong Alumai
Assoclation until the spirlt of her
stadent body steams up alittle. 1
!oq: about me here and [ see many
who have grown old, and grey, serv-
Ing our Alma Mater. They need our-

m the Lord knowo.
they deserve tt“ Gnr Alumni Assocl-
ation is getting the full support of
our graduates. I appeal to you
who are younger, and who in time
may become gradua ns well as

you who are older, to help us

strengthen our fraternity, that our
concerted effort may bring a great-

er Bchool and a greater State. Let

us make our Alumni Assoclation the
most potent foree for good within

the Btate, Let us give to those

willing to spend thelr time and tal-
ent to tts promotion the support

they deserve. Let ux substitute
gratitude for indifference, aud show

our Alma Mater, God blese her, that
devotion and fidelity she derserves.

The relationship is a sacred one, lk-
en to that that exists between the

mother and the babe that drinks
her milk. We have & common pur-

pose; we have & common mother;
let us see that she never wants for
anything. Make her proud of her
onl"n g

And we have datles to pertorm
that need every shouldéer to the
wheel. This College, along with
our other state colleges and our
Untversity, must be divoreed from
politics, forever. A, and M, must be
put upon a millage basis, in such a
way that Its managemen: may
kuow just what to expeet, and that
Tt may be relleved from its bi-annual
embarrassinent of going hefore our
State Leglslature ltke a veritable men-
dicant, beggiug for alms, It must
be put upon a milinge bulo in such
& way that ite rapld growth may be
taken care of, for it Is now growing
much faster than the assessed value
of our property, and 1t will continue
to make the same progress,

We wust provide some means by
which at least, occasionally, gradu
‘ates of A, and M. will have represen-
tation on the State Board of Trus-
tees for our College and University.
There will never be any security for
A.and M, untll these things are
, and any constructive pro-
for our Alamnl Association
net be prefaced by the consumma-
tion of these thingw: aud these things
MMm wany other things

mlm within these walls a
college spirit so that students

Taeceded trom thi
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faculty and alamni solve our athlets
fc problems together. I think it a
mighty poor spirit on the part of
any alumnus that expresses itself in
the words; “I shall never pay my
dues in the Assoclation, nor play
a part in its deliberations until A.
& M. hasa winning team” but, after
all, there i evident dissatisfaction
from within and withount over our
athletics, and the whims of a few sen.
sitive Individuals create sentiment,
and we have to contend with it.

Students, professors and Alumni,
alike. let us work togethier for School
and State, and i we would have en-
thusiasm for Mississippt let us drink
freely of her past. Sir Willlum Rows
land.

Early in the last oengpry Mississip.
pi was rising to prominence nnd pow-
er. On his plantation, hear Natchez,
Sir William Dunbar amticipated the
extraction of oil frowy cotton seed
fifty years before it wak done com-
mercially. Miseissippi has to her
eternal credit that she established
the first state college for waomen.
General Hinds 'and his dragoons did
noble work at New Orleans. Jef?
Davis and his countrymien were the
heroes of Mouterey and Beuna Vista.
Quitman placed the ‘‘stars and
stripes” over the gapitol of Old Mex-
ico, and we playéd a leading role in
the winning of the great Southwest.
Sargent 8. Prentiss, matchless, in-
ccmparable, on the stump and at the
forum, charmed spellbound maulti-
tudes from Maine to Mississippi. Ah!
Those were stirring days for us. We
hear again the press of the world
congratulating Robt. Walker, Secre-
tary of the Treasury under Polk, on
his tariff reports. We hear Sharkey
refusing cabinet positions under
Fillmore and Taylor, and recall that
Jacob Thompson, Jeflerson Davis,
and some time later, L. Q. C. Lamar
served as cabinet members to as
many presidents, We recall that
the Southern Convention was called
at Nashville by Mississippi, and
presided over by a Mississippian, and
that when the States of the South
jon ‘Gur ‘heroic,
but much maligned Jefferson Davis
was chosen to preside over their
destinies.

Before fratricidal strife tore us
asunder in the 60’s our sons stdod
high at home and abroad. Without
a Civil War Mississippi would be
holding her own today with her sis-
ter states, and had she never seen a .
slave vor a boll of cotton diversifica~
tion would have made her the richest
rural empire in the world: For fifty
years we have been passing through
a period of arrested development,

“Lulled by the languor of the land
of the locust,” Mississippi awaits to-
day but the clarion eall of her dream.-
ers and builders, She awaits some
George or Walthall to lead Rer from
the mud and mire of partisanship to
the golden pinnacled haights of civie
rightousness. Factionalism, dragon-
like, crusbes the spirit of today and
our hopes for tomorrow, Pulpit,
press and politician—all who knock—
help to feed it.

Thaokful should we be that our
people are sickening of factionalism.
We have less of it, and long before
the consolidated high school shall
have worked its happy trausforma-
tion Mississippians will cease a futile
fight to dream and build. Fraternal-
Ism will then take the place of fac-
tiopalism in Mississippi and her
soue will prosper.

[ realize, my friends, that I am
playiog on a new key, but enthusiasm
is a catching tune,and I believe in
mass psychology. Let us, therefore,
dedicate this hour, our time and our
talent to building and boosting Mis-
sissippi, that her disciples of discon-
tent may be forever exterminated,
and that her propagaudists of pessim.
ism may be converted to the new vis-.
ion, and that we may all be baptized
with the spirlt of the 50's. Let this
Alumini Association, aud God bless
her—our Alma Mater—this glorious,
enterprising institution, work
in hand with other dreamers
builders for the promotion of a great-
et State, ‘‘and recreate from dust
the omun knockers would have
slain,” tomorrow will carry wue
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