
THE CAMPAIGN OF SLANDER 

And Villification, Inaugurated by the Laurel Chronicle and Others of the 
Deavours' Papers, Exposed^ The People Know the Facts, 

and Will Return to Congress by a Sweeping Ma- 

jority the Hon. E. J. Bowers, the Brilliant 
and Matchless Young Democrat. 

A Degrading Campaign. 
In its issue of August 3, the Laure1 

Chronicle, a newspaper whose rabid 

stterances on the congressional cam 

piign in this district we have already 
noticed at length, undertakes to show 

in a number of vicious editorials thal 

Congressman Bowers is no sound !)em 

ocrat, because two or three negroes arc 

tiling positions in the Sixth congres 

jlonal district. Perhaps it is quite 
needless to remind our readers that 

this scurvy trick of trying to hold Mr 

Bow ers responsible for the negro post 
masters in this district is character 
istic of the degrading depths to which 

the newspaper end of the Deavours 

campaign has fallen. Such a mass ot 

infamous insinuations, damnable mis 

representations and pitiable Ignorance 
as displayed by the Laurel paper 

ibould be sufficient in itself to lead 

to ignominious defeat the candidate 

whose interest it was intended to pro- 
mote. 

We are not a little surprised that 

Judge Deavours, whose professions or 

the stump toward ills opponent have 

been marked with singular courtesy 
should countenance, much less en 

courage by promiscous circulation 
these vile and Ignoble slanders, the 

purposes of which are to attaiii the 
same end thht the dagger of the mid 
night as$asBln accomplishes. Lot 

there bo no thrust in the back. Judge 
Deavours should charge from the 

stump in clarion tones of fairness 
wrhat he countenances in print, thus 

giving the chance to Mr. Bowers to 
defend himself, or he should publicly 
disclaim approval of the methods em 

ployed in his behalf. 
Judge Deavours knows, if his news- 

paper Friday does not. that Mr. Bow 

•rs is no more responsible for the ne- 

gro postmasters in the Sixth congres- 
sional district than is he irimseif, and 
that Mr. Bowers could no more dis- 
lodge these same postmasters than 
could he should the people elect to 

send him to congress. He knows that 

•very one of the postofflees in ques- 
tion are presidential offices whose oc- 

cupants are appointed by the presi- 
dent and confirmed by the senate, and 

that no amount of opposition exerted 
In the lower house of congress could 
in the slightest degree affect the mat- 
ter either one way or another. And, 
yet. knowing this, the Laurel paper Is 
sown broadcast over the entire dis- 

trict, charging Mr. Bowers with the 

responsibility for these negro appoin- 
tees and casting cowardly reflection 
on his Democracy. Once more we are 

constrained to say that the bloody 
hand of midnight tactics is plainly 
visible. 

Since our comprehension of things 
political we have witnessed many 
congressional contests in this district, 
but none to equal in calumny, insinua- 
tion and misrepresentation the one 

which is now being brought to a close. 
Gen. Martin’s thunder blows at Stock- 
dale were aimed at his record in con- 

gress and never once did we hear him 
hold that individual responsible for 
any negro postmaster in the district, 
notwithstanding that the present ne- 

gro postmaster at Bay St. Louis was 

then serving under President Harri- 
son. And all the way down since that 
memorable contest at no time hav* 
we heard an aspirant to congressional 
honors charge the Incumbent in of- 
fice with responsibility for Federal 
negro appointees. 

We repeat, its like has never been 
seen before. When that grand old 
Missiesipplan whose armless sleeve at- 
tests his devotion to the cause of De- 
mocracy and the supremacy of the 
white man—we say when C9I. Chas. E 
Hooker represented the Seventh dis- 
trict in congress of the United States 
a negro filled the office of land regis- 
ter in the city of Jackson, but there 
were none so fiendish as to cast the 
bieath of suspicion on Mr Hooker's 
TWcracy because he did not make 
a foof of himself in trying to oust the 
aegro. And where has the cry been 
raised that our matchless and in- 
tiepld Williams is not a sound Demo- 
crat Decause two or three negro post- 
masters happen to fill postofflces in 
his district? This miserable attempt 
h' destroy a great character whose 
every effort in public life has been 
devoted to the maintenance of white 
•upremacy and the perpetuation of 
Democratic principles could only have 
h«d its origin in malice and debas- 
,ng greed for office. 

It is indeed strange that a Democracy »o unsullied as that of Mr. Bowers and 
attachment to white supremacy so 

*rd»nt and unalterable as has been 
“■* should now be made the subject 

-*- 

of attack. For the fifteen years or 

more that it has been our pleasure 
to know Mr. Bowers personally, no 

single public act of his, no spoken 
word or written line, could be con- 

strued as questioning h^> Democracy 
or his attitude on the color question. 
To us who have seen Hr. Bowers take 
tip the cudgel against th^ negro in 

our old home town of Bay St. Louis 
the aspersion sought to be cast on 

ills record by the Laurel Chronicle 
stands rut in all its wanton naked- 
ness. It Is indeed difficult to realize 
that, the man who has met. him face 
to face in more than one public de- 

late. professing a high conception of 
political battle, ever ready to extend 

the hand if fellowship, should seek 
to destroy him in a manner which 
precludes defense. It is Judge Dea- 

vour's privilege to make war on Mr. 

Bowers if he will, but let him do it 

ir the open. Let him put aside the 
“high plane" business, and make his 
charges from the platform and not 

through the medium of a subservient 
newspaper, so that Mr. Bowers may 
have an opportunity fc defend him- 
self. 

it appears to us that the style of 
campaign carried on by Judge Dea- 
\ cur's official organ, the Laurel Chron- 

icle, is indicative of the course that 
the judge would pursue in congress 
suould he be elected. Instead of pro- 
moting the interests of the district, 
he would waste his time in a futile 
endeavor to remove Republican post- 
masters appointed by a Republican 
administration. Let us think about 
this seriously, and when we do a 

mighty duty will impel us to re-elect 
Hon. E. J. Bowers.—Gulfport Record. 

Disgusted 
A prominent gentleman of Hatties- 

burg said he had intended to vote for 

Deavours, but the dirty campaign be- 

ing waged by some of the newspapers 
supporting Deavours had completely 
disgusted him, and that he would now 

support Mr. Bowers. He also sa'd 
that he had heard other influential 
men of that city express a 'like opin- 
ion. We said at the outset that such 

methods as employed by the papers 
referred to would do harm where 

good was intended, and now the re 

bounding has set in. While Judge 
Deavours is out on the stump public- 
ly acknowledging Mr. Bowers' ability 
and integrity, some of his over-zealous 
friends are trying to make Mr. Bow 
ers out a thief and a scoundrel, to- 

tally unfit to fill the office to which he 
aspires. We don’t see how Mr. Den- 
veurs can endorse such inconsistency 
and dirty politics. It will defeat lim 
if nothing elhe will do it.—Poplarville 
Free Press. 

A Double Role. 

The pasl history of the Chronicle 
shows that It has unswervingly stood 
for decency in politics. By decency 
we mean a clean, honorable battle be- 
tween adversaries for any and all po- 
sitions. When in civil life you applyfor 
a position, you submit your qualifica- 
tions and let the case rest there. Tour 
prospective employer renders the de- 
cision. In political life the same prin- 
ciples should obtain. 

At the outset of the campaign in 
the present congressional contest we 

were led to believe by the friends and 

supporters of the Hon. Stone Deavourr 
that the battle would be conducted;on 
a high and elevated plane—a misrepre- 
sentation we must admit, only equaled 
by the recent flagrant abuse of Mr. 
Deavours’ special organ, the Laurel 
Chronicle. We say special organ, be- 
cause its every issue is laden with 
unwarranted, unjust and uncalled for 
criticisms of a man whose Democracy 
cannot be questioned and whose labors 
in congress for the improvement and 
amelioration of his district is worthy 
of the highest approbation. In addi- 
tion to the publication of this unsoun 1 
and and unsubstantiated stuff it gives 
it the widest circulation possible. It 
Is forwarded free of charge to every 
qualified elector in the district whose 
name and address could be secured. It 
is not probable that the editor of the 
Laurel Chronicle has means sufficient 
to give hiu paper such a vast gratui- 
tous circulation over the district or. 

account of his zeal for his favorite 
man for congress, and if he were 

financially equipped to do It It. would 
mean the inauguration of an innova- 
tion that would shake the financial 
standing of any paper that would at- 

tempt to imitate it. Viewing the 
proposition from any .‘tandpoint, one 

moat necessarily conclude that the 

campaign prosecuted by the Laurel 
Chronicle is of a type hitherto un 

known in this district. 
The speech delivered by Judge Dea 

vours In this campaign is beyond crki 
icisrn. We have heard It on two oc 

caslons and have found nothing Li 

censure. He has conducted himself on 

the stump with due propriety, but the 
Laurel Chronicle has prosecuted a 

campaign that is unworthy of any re- 

sponsible journal. It is published at 

the home of Judge Deavours, and the 
fact that the judge has never uttered 
a solitary word in condemnation of its 

course, would lead any Intelligent man 

to believe that it meets with his ap- 

proval. Here you have the judge In n 

double role. High-toned and clean in 

the rendition of his oration and dia- 

metrically the reverse In his tacit ap- 

proval of the low and mean campaign 
of his home paper. His speech appeals 
to the higher attrhutes of his country- 
men; the Laurel Chronicle influences 

those whose minds never had the op- 

portunity of development or whose 

brains are made of material not sus- 

ceptible of development. 
Judge Deavours' friends very natur- 

ally deny that he has aught to do 

with ihe circulation of the Laurel 
Chronicle. It Is very reasonable 
that they should do so, hut pray, who 

pays the bill? There's the rub. It 

costs money, and a goodly amount ol 

It to cover this district with a news- 

paper, and we inquire again, who pays 

the bill? That's all. Who’s the bank 
er? Who furnishes the coin? 

By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them 

We do not wish to enter into ary 

discussion of the charge (?) that Mr 

Bowers is not a Democrat of the pur 
est type, because his whole politics 
life, known of all his fellow citizens 
gives this the lie; nor do we care tc 

discuss how little Judge Deavours 

e\er contributed to the success ‘f ihr 
Democratic party, for we are informed 
that it is equally well known, at least 
In Jasper and adjoining counties, that 
while Mr Bowers was dealing stalwart 

Hows for Democracy and Democracy’s 
cause, the judge was “sulking in his 

tent,” and if not sulking, then what 
was he doing? 

In view of the fact, however, that 

some ‘‘mudslingers’’ of the present 
campaign have questioned Mr. Bow- 
els’ Democracy (which the records 

show to be of the purest ray serene), 
information as to the judge’s long (?) 
political career might be important at 

this juncture. 
A clean political record Is as neces- 

sary in one candidate as it is in the 

other. Bowers has shown his faith by 
hlg works. 

His political record is a part of the 

Democratic party’s history—county, 
district. State and national. 

Can the judge’s friends say as much 
for him? They claim for the judge 
great ability and talent and the two 

men are practically of the same age. 

Will some of the papers which are 

so disturbed about Mr. Bowers' De- 

mocracy please give us Judge Dea- 

vours’ political record prior to his ap- 

pointment as chancellor? Will they 
tell us. for we are anxious to know, 
how many Democratic speeches the 
judge was making, how many State 

conventions ht was attending, how 

often he placed his talent and 

purse at the service of his party to do 

battle for her sacred principles? 
In other words, what has be con- 

tributed to the history of the Demo- 

cratic party in the State or counties 
in which he has resided? How often 
l as he stood with the “mighty men of 
Jasper’’ against the Republican party 
and negro rule? 

Since the Laurel Chronicle has dis- 
covered that it is the duty of a Demo- 
cratic congressman to head a mob 
and rid an afflicted community in his 
district of a negro postmaster, will 
that paper advise the people of the 
district about how many mobfc, of 
such a character the Judge either led 
or followed during his political life, 
and what guarantee is given that ha 
will go in the mob business should he 
be elected? 

We are not making these inquiries 
for the purpose of reflecting on the 

judge, but simply to bring out his po- 
litical record, if he has one. If It Is 
a good record we will cheerfully give 
him the credit to which he is entitled; 
if ^ is not he will be forced to stand 
on it 'Just the same. We have made 
diligent inquiry about the records of 
the two candidates, and up to this 
time can report only as shown below 
Bower*’ political record is so inter 

woven in the State's history wc have 

found little trouble In securing it. 

With the judge's, however, we have 
experienced more difficulty. Thus far 
his record appears brief, but, wc hope 
to add to his side of the ledger later. 

Surely there must be more, for a 

man of his talent and ability must 

have contributed more than we have 
thus far been able to locate, to his 

party and to his State. 
However, we want to do him Jus- 

tice and we will continue our inquiries 
and give the results thereof, good or 

had, as we find it. 
We are surprised, however that 

some of the journals that were so 

troubled about Bowers’ Democracy 
had not looked up the Judge's ease and 

saved us this Inquiry, but since they 
have overlooked this, we arc going to 

learn, if we can. what the judge has 

been doing lo, these many years, for 
his party and his State, before Ills ap- 

pointment as chancellor. 
In pursuing the record of the two 

men as given below, we wish to call 
attention to the fact that the only of- 

fice that the Judge seems to have 

aspired to, when the people voted for 

ll.e candidates, he was defeated, 
whereas. Bowers never held an of- 

fice except by direct vote of the peo- 

ple and he was never defeated in h!s 

long political life. 

Bowers’ Record. 
Took active part 

In (he great fight 
in Mndison county 
ir, 1884 against the 

Negro Independent 
Republican Combi- 
nation. at which 
lime be was only 
19 years old, and 
stood guard with 
gun in hand to 
protect Democratic 
meetings. 

Organized the 
Democrats of Han- 
cock county, and 
lead the fight 
which turned the 
negroes and Repub- 
licans out of both 
the county and mu- 

nicipal offices, pay- 
ing from his own 

private funds costs 
of court incident 
to the contests 
tried in the courls 
relative thereto 

In 1892, at the 
age of 23 years, 
presidential elector 
on the Democratic 
ticket, and can- 
vassed the district 
at his own expense 
Upon resignation 
of Frank Burkett, 
who resigned as 

elector at largo, 
and joined the Fop 
ulltes, Mr. Bowers 
was selected by the 
Democratic exeett- 
itve committee to 
take the place and 
to make the fight 
against the Popu- 
1 i t e s in their 
stronghold, which 
he did at his own 

expense. 
Was elected in 

1896 to the State 
senate from the 
First district, com- 

prising the coun- 
ties of Jackson, 
Harrison and Han- 
cock. 

In 1900 was elect- 
ed to the house 
from Hancock 
county. Was also 
sent the same 

year as a delegate 
to the National 
Democratic cun- 

vention. 
From 1 8 9 0 to 

1898 was a mem- 
ber State Demo- 
cratic executive 
committee and 
member county 
committee almost 
continuously f or 
15 years. 

In 1902 elected 
to congress from 
from the Sixth dis- 
trict. 

Appointed mem- 
ber of National 
Democratic Cam- 
paign Committee 
1904; also chair- 
man of Democratic 
convention of 1604, 
and sounded the 
key note of the 
Democratic plat- 
form, reported to 
the convention by 
the three great 
State leaders, Wil 
Hams, Money and 
Vardaman. 

21 years active 
service to the peo- 

ple of his State and 
the Democratic 
party. 

Deavours’ Record. 
Candidate for 

county superin- 
tendent of educa- 
tion. This was an 
elective office— 
defeated. 

Chancellor 2d 
district — ap- 
pointed. 

Up to Deavours. 
The charge, or insinuation, in the 

Laurel Chronicle that Hon. E. J. Bow- 
ers is not a Democrat is as; false as 

it is infamous. We do not believe that 
the editor of the Laurel Chronicle is 
of the opinion that Mr. Bowers is a 

Republican; then, will he explain why 
it wag that not more than three 
months ago in announcing him for 
congress he spoke of him in such ex- 

alted terms as a Democrat and man? 
The charge made by the Laurel 

Chronicle that “all good Democrats on 

the coast laugh when Mr. Bowers is 
referred to at a Democrat,” is a slan- 
der and is villainous. We venture the 
Assertion that the Laurel Chronicle 

never heard a reputable Democrat in 

either of the three coat counties inti- 
mate. or insinuate that Mr. Bowers was 
not a Democrat of the strictest sect, 

and such appeals. In our Judgment, 
to the people, will react on the man 

for whose benefit they are Intended 

The honest Democrats of Mississippi, 
and of the Sixth congressional dis- 

trict will nover consent or give their 
approval to such infamous and vil- 

lainous defamation of a man. who, 
over since he was nineteen years old, 
has fought the battles of Democracy 

In all portions of the State. This 
character of campaigning hag gone 
about as far as Mr. Bowers' friends 
should permit it to go. hihI If Judge 
Deavoura Is the clean, honest ntsn 

which he pretends to be, he will de- 
nounce these insinuations from the 

stump. It Is useless for hint to say 
that he cannot control the utterances 

of the Laurel Chronicle because every 

intelligent and well informed man ltt 

this district knows, or believes, if 

they do not know, that Judge Dea- 

vours has been at the back of the 
Laurel Chronicle, and has sought 
through this dirty sheet to vllllfy and 

befoul Mr. Bowers. If Judge Dea 

vours believes that Mr. Bowers Is not 

a Democrat, then let him have the 
manhood and the courage which a 

true Mlsslsslppian possesses, to get. 
out In the open and say so. If Mr. 

Bowers Is not a Democrat, and he Is 

opposing Judge Deavoura in the pri- 
maries for congress, and If Judge Don- 
vours knows of anything to off-'r 

against his Democracy, let hint say so 

from the stump. And If he believes, 
as wt> are of the opinion he does be- 

lieve, that Mr. Bowers is a better 
Democrat, than he is. then let him 
have the courage to stand up In the 

open and denounce such villainous at 

tacks as Ibis made against. Ms oppo- 
nent. 

Don't Swap Horse* in Mid Stream. 

A contemporary gives the following 
very good reasons for Uh support of 

Mr. Bowers for congress, and wo take 

occasion to call the attention of the 

people of Jackson county, especially, 
thereto, for the reason I hat we more 

than any other section of the district 

are applicants for large and substan- 
tial appropriations for our river and 
harbor and hence need the service of 

a man of experience and Influence In 

congress to get rapid and prompt re- 

lief. 
How did Gen. T. C\ Catchlngs, the 

most Influential man that Mississippi 
ever had in congress, acquire the in- 

fluence and render such service to 

Mlsrtl3slppl harbors and waterways, 
and especially to our own Pascagoula 
river and harbor? The answer is “long 
and continued service." 

Mr. Bowers knows our needs and 

understands fully the conditions that 

exist here and having taken up our 

deep water projects where his prede- 
cessor left off, and pushed with vigor 
our Interests before the rivers and liar 

hors committee and the war depart- 
ment, he Is now In a better position to 

serve us than a nw man would he in 

four years. 
Head the following carefully: 
1. He has served his constituents 

well and by Democratic usage he 
should be accorded at least another 

term. 

2. The influence of a congressman 
increases with the years he is serving. 
A new man, and be lie ever so brll 
liant, can accomplish but little for his 
constituents at the start.. If Judge 
Deavours be sent to congress tie would 
have to study the rules and the ways 
of the house, as Mr. Bowers and every 
new member had and has to do, before 
he can do anything but cast his vote. 
All this requires at least two sessions, 
and then the term of the Judge would 
bo at an end. 

Why is It. that the few Yankee States 
have ever had such influence and pow 
et*ln congress? It ts primarily be- 
cause they keep their representatives 
ir. congress practically for life. Think 
of Maine furnishing In a short ptriod 
two speakers, Blaine and Reed. 

We favor the Democratic maxim of 
"rotation In office” with the exception 
an to congressmen. It seems to us 

that to change congressmen, except 
for Just cause is like changing horses 
in mid stream. The Southern States 
have too often changed their repre- 
sentatives in congress and have suf- 
fered In consequence. There are ex- 

ceptions and in every such case the 
beneficial effects are In evidence. 

Take, for instance, the First dis- 
trict of,Louisiana There Gen. Adolph 
Meyer has Just been nominated to 
an eighth term, as usual, by acclama- 
tion. To the general's experience 
and tireless efforts New Orleans owes 

her dry dock and naval station, and 
the South much to his enthusiastic 
and successful work in behalf of if' 
harbors, rivers and levees. 

We remember well when b' 
first nominated and how har- 
to struggle before he ce 

pllsh anything for his 

after fourteen years * 

he is firmly In the »j'It would 
be the height of #■- its constit- 
uents not to b' rcr*. No doubt 
there are 

* r 
Jf other able an.! 

even brl’ jCn jn hi* district. * ■ 

In the various district* of our own 

State, who would Hies to go to con- 

gress, but the people there will "let 
well enough alone Why should the 

people in this district act otherwise! 

Come Out in the Open, Judge. 
In the opinion of the Herald. Judge 

Deavours' campaign methods are un- 

worthy of the man 

He entered this campaign against 
Mr. Bowers for congress with the 
avowed statement that he would malts 
It a clean and open tight 

He has pretended to do this, and 
from the stump has proclaimed "peace 
and good will toward men." 

At the same lime he has counte- 

nanced, permuted and In some In- 

stances endorsed a tissue of campaign 
slander, abuse anil insinuation, made 
In the columns of the Laurel Chron- 
icle ami Biloxi Review, such as has 
seldom or never disgraced the politi- 
cal history of the State. 

If the Iaiurel Chronicle's fuliuina- 
tions are not Judge Deavours' cam- 

paign thunder, then why does the 

judge go over the district, slyly asking 
this or that friend of Mr. Bowers 
"Have you seen the Laurel Chron- 
icle'.”' 

If Judge Devours Is not attempting 
to hit Mr. Bowers over another man's 

shoulder, why does he not come out 

flat-footed and make these campaign 
"charges” on the slump, so that Mr 
Bowers can reply to these charges as 

thi y deserve lo lie answered, face to 
fai e, and before the pople? 

One of Mr. Bowers' friends recently 
asked Judge Deavours that question, 
and his reply was that these charges, 
having been made through Iho press, 
ft would not be necessary to repeat 
them from the stump. 

The American people love a square 
deal and they hate double methods. 

They believe that if there is any 
thing to he raid against a man It 

should be said openly and to Ms 
face 

They <lo not admire, nor do they tol- 

erate, the Htab In the dark. 

They will not endorse Judge |)ea 

Yours' policy of saying to Mr. Bowers 

from the atump, I love'r you more 

better as me brudder,” and then Blab- 

bing at him with character murdering 
Insinuations through a segment of the 

preBS. 
"Have you seen the l*aurel Chroni- 

cle?'’ 
Forsooth! What issue of the laurel 

Chronicle does the judge mean? 

Does he mean that Issue of the 

I.aurel Chronicle which two years ngo 
defended Mr. Bowers against the 

charge of having opposed the primary 
election law, nr that, recent Issue of 

the same paper whioh charges Mr. 

Bowers with that same political of- 
fense of which It had previously shown 

him to have been innocent? 

Does ho moan that issue of the 

Chronicle which, early in the cam- 

paign, said of himself and Mr. Bower*, 
"Either would sacrifice his chance for 
tho office rather than sacrifice princi- 
ple,” or those more recent diatribes 
In the, game paper which would lead 
one to believe that Mr. Bowers has 
no principle? 

Come out. In the open, judge. 
Bushwhacking does not go in tbs 

Sixth district and it has never bean 

popular In Mississippi, thank the 
Lord!—Biloxi Herald. 

As to the Freight Rate Advance. 

Gen. T M. Miller, of New Orleans, 
who, no man In Mississippi would for 
a moment impeach or discredit, has 
written to Congressman Katon J. flow- 
ers a letter which sets at naught the 

charge made for Judge Oeavours' bun 
cflt in the Laurel Chronicle and a few 
other Oeavours’ organs through the 
district, of responsibility for the ,id- 

ance of two cents per one hundred 
pounds In the freight rate on lum- 
ber. 

General Miller is a Mississippiau in 

everything except present residence. 
He served the State as attorney-gen- 
eral when it cost a Democrat the best 
efforts of h‘.s life to reach and to hold 
such a position, and his word would 
stand against a world of such men 

as those who have trumped up and 
circulated this mendacious charge. 

the Mobile & Ohio, and the Louisville 
*i Nashvtll ', which entirely absorbed 
the said Increase. The posit'm of the 
Gulf & Ship Island Ralli ad was 

rr.ther In opposition than in aid of 
tho advance In the rate, and it was 

not concerned therein for the reason 

that It did not participate, and had no 

share in It. which, as above stated, 
was taken entirely by the trunk linos 
v ho Increased their part, of the 
freight rate by two cents, and in that 
my Increased the whole -ate two 

tents per hundred. 
The position taken by the Gulf & 

Fhip Island Railroad in the 'Itigation 
ihat ensued was that of absolute non 

t’allty, ind llr. answers disclosed the 

fiv't, already known, that It had noth- 
ing to do with (he advance and re- 

ceived none of tho additional rate Im- 
posed 

Your position In tho case and your 

PPOHinnco, both in New Orl ans and 

iV.uhington, was along the linos above 
indicated and your solo and only cf- 
jirts were to prevent the road for 
ivhlch you were counsel, viz., the Gulf 
t Ship Island Railroad, from becom- 
es embroiled In a controversy In 

which il had no Interest. The Gulf &. 
'hip Island Railroad was ma’do a pnrtv 
lefendant because it Initiated tho 

relgiit, issued tho hill of lading, and 
,\.ih one of the railroads that constl- 
uteil tho through line of earring.?, 
ts efforts and your efforts, in Its be- 

alf. were dltected entirely towprOs 

a '‘ping out of the controversy, which 
t did not. Inltiute and In which It 
.ad no monetary Interest. 

It Is also true that you applied to 

no to dismiss tho ease as to tho Gulf 
S Ship Island Railroad on account of 

ts having nothing to do with the con 

mversy. offeiing to abide whatever 

iceroe. and nut. in whatever rate 

night tie fixed by the court of comtuls- 
Ion. 
To this I replied Hint It was nceen- 

ary to keep you In court, not been :, e 

iou had any Interest, but because the 
lulf & Ship Island Railroad was ote» 

if the lines that made up the through 
me and was, therefore, necessarily a 

ormal party. 
I was counsel lor the complainant* 

luring the whole of those transactions 
ind know whereof I spc.'k. 

You a.-e authorized to make such 
use of this letter as you may see fit. 

Very sincerely yours, 
T. M. MILLER 

The following correspondence be- 

tween w. w. 1'lgford, a prominent 
merchant of Lumberton, and J. H. 

Hinton, of the firm of Camp & Him 

ton, and a prominent member of the 
Central Yellow Pine Association, will 

convince anyone who Is open to con- 

viction that Mr. Bowers has been mis- 

represented, misunderstood and. In 
some lmstanc.es, knowingly lied about 

in the matter of the two centH ad 

vance In freight rates on lumber and 
the part he played therein: 

VV W. PIC,FORD, 
Merchant. 

Lumberton, Miss.. Aug. 1, 1904. 
M. .! H. Hinton, City: 

Dear Sir—A report has gained cur- 

rency here, and some are making capi 
lal of It, that the Hon. E. J. Bowers 

appeared as attorney against the Lum- 
bermen's Association In a certain Bult 
they bad brought to prevent the Gulf 
Hr Ship Island and New Orleans & 
Northeastern Railroad companies 
from advancing their rate on lumber 
two cents per hundred to Northern 
points. Knowing that you were se- 

lected by the association with one or 

two others to manage and look after 
this suit, I write to inquire just what 
Mr. Bowers dlu In the matter? Would 
like to know all the facta in the case 

if you have time to give them to me. 

and oblige. Yours truly, 
W. W. PIG FOP'* 

Lumberton, Miss., Aag- 
Mr. W. W. Ptgford, Cltr J favor of 

Wear Sir—Replying "’fl)lhough the 
even date, will say■ >J th0 Northeast 
Gulf & Ship Islsnd^j us thal they 
ern railroads the two cM,ts per 
received no J*£er made Uy the trunk 
hundred <,p,,tt,0„gh I had persona) 
llneB of the fact that they op- 

kn*tfnch an advance, as they were 

PfmiUal lines in the through ship^ £uts of many members of Centra 

rellow Pine Association, we were 

■ompellcd to bring suit against these 

wo roads, and after obtaining an or- 

ler from the chairman of the inter 

date commerce commission we sum- 

moned these two lines to come to 

-,mn and bring their records. Knowing 

Mr Bowers had been the attorney of 

the Gulf & Ship Island Railroad from 

the time of its receivership and 

throughout its construction and 1 

opment up to the time he was elected 

to congress, I personally gave ‘Mo- 
tions to the secretary of our associ 

tion to summons Mr. Bowers to an 

near as a witness in this case, for the 
p 

nf nsinir his testimony 
role purpose of using ms 

against the railroads, if we found that 

he possessed any Information that 

would be of value to ns. 

Trusting this letter will make the 

matter clear and do Justice to every- 

body. I remain, re.pecGuib 


