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OUNTING billions of

C
dollars In all forms
of money and all
kinds of securities is
the herculean task in
progress In an impor-

Htant branch of our na-
tional government.
The necessity for thus
taking stock of Uncle
Sam's hoard arose
quite unexpectedly.

Indeed, such an Invoice of the gov-
ernment s financial resources has
never been taken at stated inter-
vals, as a merchant takes inven-tory or a banker balances his ac-counts periodically. The summons
for a recounting of the republic's
treasure invariably comes, as this
one did. at Comparatively short No-tice. A special squad of the most
expert money handlers in the world
were organized to enumerate all the
coin and currency and bonds in thefederal strongbox and this body of
three dozen men and women will
work steadily tor weeks and months
In the money caverns that const!-
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sum of $5,000 in gold weighs 1814
pounds; 500 silver dollars are sup-
posed to tip the scales at 35*4 pounds,
and $2OO In half-dollars, that is 400
coins, weighs 11 pounds. In weigh-
ing coin at the treasury very accu-
rate tally has to be kept by tellers
who stand beside the scales and re-
cord the outcome of each operation.

Kor all (hat the weighing of coin
will be doubtless resorted to tor the
major portion of the accounting of
Uncle Sam's cash, there will be tons
of coin which for one reason or an-
other will probably have to be gone
over by hand. An expert woman
counter can handle about 80,000 sil-
ver dollars, half-dollars quarters
In a working day, lingering them over
one by one, but this method of work
is now being displaced in Uncle
Sam’s money storehouse by an in-
genious now type of electrically op-
erated machine, which counts coins
of any denomination at the rate of
1,000 per minute. An automatic reg-
istering device keeps count with ab-
solute accuracy. Dimes, nickels and
cents are more difficult to count by
hand than the larger coins, but the
handling of these minor coins lias

tute the national fortress against
panic.

The necessity for this lengthy
and costly job arose from the a[lift-
ing of Responsibilities in the office
of the treasurer of the United
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V'//> been greatly facilitated In recent
years by the Introduction of count-
ing boards, which fill mechanically
when a stream of coin Is poured
over them, and each of which.States. In the eyes of a major portion of the newapaper

reading public the announcement that Chlrles H. Treat
had resigned as treasurer did not seem to carry near the
significance that would be attached to a change in the
personnel of the president's cabinet or mayhap the pass-
ing of a leader in the United States senate. However,
with the first hint of Mr. Treat’s intention to leave the
government service, the federal employes most directly
interested—that is, the treasury clerks who have to
carry on the big count—in effect had notice of the big
chore that awaited them, for be it known such a whole-
sale census of the government’s financial resources is
taken only when one man steps down as treasurer and
another steps In—something that is scarcely expected tohappen oftener than once in four years at the most.

The responsibilities of the treasurer of the United
States that make necessary very careful balancing of
accounts at a time such as this arise from the fact thatthis official is, by law, charged with the receipt and dis-bursement of all public moueys not only in the treasury
at Washington but also in the subtreasuries at BostonNew .York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Chicago'
St. Louis, New Orleans and San Francisco, and

when full, holds a given number of coins. Bags, when
filled with coins, are duly sealed on the same principle as
the packages of bills are sealed, but the closing of the
opening of a coin sack Is not done with a stick of wax.
as in the case of the currency parcels, but with a me-
chanical appliance that can be held In one hand and some-
what resembles In appearance the punch used by thetverage street-car conductor.

f, UNIQUE BANKING SYSTEM
Very little Is known in this country of the Giro system

of banking In Germany. This system has been In use in
the state of Hamburg since the establishment of the Ham-
burger bank In 1619.

An account Is opened In the usual manner, and when
' payments are to be made the payer Instead of preparing
a check merely Instructs his banker to debit his account
with the sum Involved and to credit Richard Roe's ac-
count with a like amount.

If, however, payer and payee have their accounts In
different banka the payer then requests his banker toin the national-bank United States deposito-

ries. He is also trustee for the bonds held to
secure national-bank circulation and the pub-
lic deposits In national banks, so that this
head paymaster of the government has in his
keeping not only all of Uncle Sam’s wealth but
hundreds of millions of dollars of other
people’s money, which he must keep in such
shape as to be able to render an accounting at
any day and hour.

Now when the new treasurer of the United
States took over the office be was obliged to
give the outgoing treasurer a receipt in full
for all of the moneys in his keeping. Natu-
rally he would want to do this only after as-
suring himself that all the funds were Intact
to the last dollar and penny—hence the big
count. As may be surmised, this appraisal of
what Uncle Sam has laid by for a rainy day
cannot be exactly coincident with the entry
and exit in the treasurer's office. To count
one by one all the bills and gold pieces and
silver and copper coins in the governmental
board is a time-consuming task and the new
treasurer will probably have been in office
three or four months and perhaps even six
months ere he is In a position to hand to the
outgoing official a formal receipt closing the
transfer. Of course, if the count of the money
and securities should show any shortage from
the total amount called for by the books, the
retiring official will have to make good out of
his own pocket—which is rather bard, since
subordinates handle the funds and do all the
counting—but this has never occurred since
the present scheme of settling accounts was
adopted.

While this Angering over of all forms of
legal tender is country-wide in scope owing to
Uncle Barn’s cordon of branch offices stretch-
ing across the continent, the big end of the
Job and the most spectacular phase of it has
Its locale in the treasury building at Washing-
ton, where the bulk of Uncle Sam's wealth is
stored. There are upward at a score of differ-
ent vaults in the treasury building and every
.one of these capacious strong boxes will be
investigated by the money - monitors charged
.with the task of verifying the government

| kookkeeping. If the plan of previous counts
is followed the counting of the coin, which is

bulky, win be intrusted almost entirely to men,
whereas the enumeration of the bills and
bonds will be largely in the hands of youngwomen, whom Experience has demonstrated
ore defter at such work than their masculine
co workers. Indeed, at the previous event of
this kind some of the most expert of the young
women developed an ability to count 20,000
bills in five hours.

The young women who are engaged in this
work give their undivided attention to count-
ing bills. Male associates give out the bundles
of money to be counted and take charge of
them as the count of each package; is finished.
The fastest work in this whole big undertak-
ing is done in counting the reserve fund—that
Is, the millions upon millions of dollars in
brand new currency that is held in reserve
ready to be issued whenever called for. This
wealth is In the form of crisp bills, ranging
in denominationfrom $1 to 110,000 each. There
are thousands of bundles of this paper money,
each bundle containing 4,000 notes of one de-
nomination. Inside a main bundle of tbe size
indicated are 40 small packages, each contain-
ing 100 notes. Thus a bundle containing
$4,000,000 in $lO,OOO bills is no bulkier to
bundle and no more trouble to count than a
package containing $4,000 in $1 bills.

An official of the treasury has personal
charge of the count and working under him is
a force recruited on tbe ratio of about five
counters to one bailer and sealer. As tbe
count progresses each package in turn has the
heavy wax seal broken and is unwrapped by
one of the men, who hands it to one of the
women counters, taking her receipt for the
bundle of money. She proceeds to count tbe
bills and if the package is found to contain
tbe amount called for turns it back with an
Indorsement as to its correctness and the re-
ceipt which she has given is destroyed or
returned to her. Each package which Is pro-
nounced O. K. is taken in band by tbe bailers
and sealers, rewrapped, labeled and sealed
with the great daubs of red wax bearing the
official treasury seal, so that at tbe end of
this proceeding tbe package looks Just as it

I did before work began.

I The woomen employed at the treasury depart-

ment are famous as the most expert currency
counters lu the world and the most highly
skilled of the force were drafted for this extra
undertaking. Contrary to the supposition of
many people, the counters at the treasury in
going over a package of currency actually
lift each note by the upper right-hand corner.
To be sure, the women are aided at their
work and have a check on accuracy by the
keeping tab on the progression of the numbers
printed in blue ink on the face of all notes—

the notes in a package being placed in regular
rotation, but aside from this supplementary
scheme for verifying there is actual counting
In the good, old-fashioned way. Records as
high as 6,000 notes an hour have been made
by the most expert of the 400 women counters
In Uncle Sam’s employ, but such high-speed
work cannot be maintained for any great
length of time.

A most Important feature of the task Is the
counting of the bonds held by the government
as security for the circulation of national
banks and as security for government money
deposited with the banks. These bonds occupy
a special vault In the treasury building and
they total something like three-quarters of a
billion dollars In value. A committee of seven
officials will count the bonds, and inasmuch
as great care is necessary in going over the
bonds, coupon and registered, it Is expected
that at least two months will be necessary for
this task alone. The last time a count of the
bonds was made six weeks was allowed for the
task, but Uncle Sam now has on hand 60 per
cent, more bonds than were in storage at that
time.

The counting of the coin—gold, silver, nick-
el and copper—ln the possession of the gov-
ernmen constitutes yqt another branch of this
unique enterprise. In the case of the coin the
term counting must not be taken too literally,
for as a matter of fact much of the accumu-
lation of coin is weighed on the jlellcate scales
at the treasury instead of counted. Weighing,
in the case of freshly minted and unused coin
gives just as accurate a verdict as to value as
does counting. Certain numbers of coin are
placed in bags and weighed as standards. The

transfer the amount in question to the bank
of the payee, with instructions to credit Rich-
ard Roe’s account with the amount of the in-
debtedness.

Convenient blank forms are provided for
making these notifications. When the banker
receives an instruction of this character, says
the Bookkeeper, he in turn notifies Richard
Roe of the payment to bis credit and the name
of the payer.

In Hamburg the Relchsbank and five Im-
portant banks use the Giro system. Represen-
tatives of these banks meet several times daily
at the Relchsbank, where transactions between
their several customers are cleared. In Ham-
burg very little material money Is used In
effecting transactions, the habit being to settle
all obligations, even of the most Insignificant
character, by Überwetsungszettel. When pay-
ments are to be made from one city to another
this Is done usually through the Relchsbank,
which has 500 branches, more or less, through-
out the empire. All transactions are under-
taken without cost to either payer or payee,
and on the contraryNleposlts subject to this
modified form of checking usually draw one
per cent. Interest per annum.

The advantages of the Giro system fall
partly under the bead of security and partly
of convenience. Danger from forgery is
eliminated, as the notification sent to a banker
by a payer could not by any possibility be
utilized advantageously by criminally dis-
posed persons. The only Inconvenience ob-
servable arises from the fact that receipts for
payments are not acknowledged on bills ren-
dered, unless such receipts are specially
sought by messenger after the bank exchange
has been made.

It is customary In small local transactions
for the payer to note at the foot of bills the
date of payment through his banker and la
case of possible dispute the bank Is always
prepared to clear up misunderstandings. Con-
cerns doing a larre volume of business and
obliged to make nuVerous payments dally are
tpared the annoyance of preparing hundreds
of Individual checks, they have merely to
write out a list of iames and amounts on a
long sheet, which they send to tbetr banker.
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x THIS exlstanc*, dry and wet
Will overtake the beat of men.

Some little sklft o- clouds’ll shet
The sun off now and then;

They ain’t no sense ns S kin see
In mortals slob us you and me,

\ faultin’ Nature's wise Intents,
And lockin' horns with Providence."

i Something for Our Invalid.
There la nothing like grape juice

for a refreshing drink. f! se one-third
grape Jnlee and add water to fill the
glass two-thirds full. It is said to
onlld up the blood especially the cor-
puscles.

A dainty way of serving an egg to
change the motonoy of a poached egg.
Toast a circular piece of toast dip in
salted water; butter, then heap on It
the white of egg beaten stiff ami
salted then drop in the yolk and aet
In the oven until a delicate brown.

A nourishing drink given when
liquid food la the only food taken l
egg nog. Heat an egg separating the
white and yolk, add sugar and nutmeg
to the yolk, a little rich milk or cream,
then stir In the beaten white and a
dash of salt. Serve very cold.

Avery dainty salad that may be
eaten hy an invalid Is mndo of grapes
(the Californian variety), remove the
skin and seeds, add an equal quan-
tity of chopped celery and use the fol-
lowing dressing.

Household Hints.
A scant half cupful of strained to-

matoes placed In the pan where lamb
or mutton is roasting, greatly Im-
proves the flavor of the meat. The
tomato mixes with the gravy and is
used in the basting.

Chop the cold lamb roast, and make
into croquettes. Season with a little
parboiled, chopped green pepper.
Serve garnished with peas.

Sugar doughnuts by putting pow-
dered sugar th a paper bag and sha-
king one doughnut at a time In it un-
til it is well coated.

When frosting will not harden slip
the cake into the oven for a\mlnute.
It will be hard on the outside and
creamy underneath.

Cider Jelly.
Souk throo-fourtha of a teaspoonfnl

of gelatine in one-half of a tablespoon
of cold water, then add one and ope-
half tablcspoonfuls of boiling water,
one-half cupful of elder and sugar to
taste, stir until the gelatine is well
dissolved, mold and chill.

EAR to me ever la the twilight
hour,

When shallows deepen and the day la
spent

Then sorrow and care seem to lose their
power

And over my soul comes a sweet con-
tent.’*

Nuts.
We hare come to the time when we

recognize the value of nuts as a food.
The reason many people find them
hard of digestion is because they are
not sufficiently divided In the mouth.
Nuts need a thorough mastication.
The pecan is a nut which Is a general
favorite and has been found to ac-
climate Itself to many parts of the
United Slates hitherto thought too
severe In climate.

A cupful of walnuts added* to en-
tire wheat bread makes a most nutri-
tious loaf. Then one may prepare a
nut loaf that will take the place of
neat. Use one pint of bread crumbs,
oik and one-half cupfuls of ground
nutme<.ts. salt, sage, two tablespoon-
fuls of u.liter, one beaten egg and
sufficient boiling water to. moisten.
Form Into a loaf and bake la a mod-
erate oven. ,

An unusual salad but,--*' most ap-
petizing one Is made-of two cupfuls of
grated cocoanut (if dessicated, wash
out the sugar), two tart apples, one-
half cupful of celery, two tablespoon-
fuls of chopped onion, ono tablespoon-
ful of chopped parsley, a bit of
chopped red pepper, cut in strips
with the shears. Serve with French
dressing, three tablcspoonfuls of oil
to one of vinegar, red pepper aad salt
to taste.

Nut Mince Pie.
Take one cupful of walnut meats

chopped fine, two cupfuls of chopped
apple, one cupful of raisins, one and
one-half cups of sugar mixed with one
teaspoonful each of cinnamon and
allspice, one-half a teaspoonful each
of cloves and salt, one-half cupful of
vinegar and one-half cupful of grape
Juice or any fruit juice. Mix well.
This quantity will make two or three
plea.

Giblet Sauce.
Chop the chicken giblets after copk-

Ing slowly until tender; add a little
onion juice, thicken with four table-
spoonfuls of chicken fat and the same
amount of flour, browned together.
Add a teaspoonful of Worcestershire
sauce and aerve.

For the Mother-
If a child be taught nothing else

about the use of Its body it should at
least be taught poise In standing,
walking and sitting, and correct poise
ts merely a matter of gettlag the
weight on the balls of the feet and
raising the chest. Even young chil-
dren throw their weight on /he heels,
and that this eventually become* a
habit may be seen by observing men
and women upon the streets


