
Atrocities In the Amazon Region
Are Worse Than Those of the
Kongo—Natives Are Forced to
Work at the Point of the Ma-

H chete—Cruelty of Boss Col-
lector Adds to Death List
Caused by Snake Bites and
Disease.

THE report of conditions in the
Peruvian rubber districts,
made after a two years’ care-
ful Investigation by the Brit-

• ish commissioner, Sir Roger Casement,
has attracted the attention of two gov-
ernments. that of Great Britain and
that of the United States of America.
Both have made representations to
Peru, demanding that the atrocities
cease.

Peru has sent Dr. Romuio Paredes
to the Putumayo district with instruc-
tions to make a second investigation
Into conditions and report with recom-
mendations before Jan. 1, 1913.

Dr. Paredes is well equipped for this
task, having spent several months in
'the Putumayo district last year. He
ordered the arrest of many agents of
the rubber company accused of com-
mitting atrocities against the Indians,
but it is said that the changing of
Judges at a critical moment prevented
many convictions. The American
agent, Stewart Fuller, has preceded'
Dr. Paredes into the Putumayo by
many weeks, and his report will reach
the Washington authorities before
that of Dr. Paredes is communicated
to the Lima government. Dr. Paredes
In his previous re; ort confirmed the
charges of Sir Roger Casement, the
British consul general.

The British government has appoint-
ed a select parliamentary committee
to Inquire whether any of the respon-
sibility of the atrocities rested upon
the British directors of the Peruvian
Amazon company.

*

WORSE THAN THE KONGO
Sir Roger reported that worse con-

ditions exist in South America than
those which caused horror throughout
the civilized world in the Kongo. Oth-
er statements bear out the Casement
report in its tale of cruelty, maiming
and actual murder of natives that the
rubber yield may bring in golden re-
turns to the commercial companies op-
erating as concessionaires.

To get a fair estimate of the condi-
tions under which rubber is produced
It is necessary to have a clear Idea not
only of the region where the milk of
the rubber trees is collected, but also
of the climate, of the natives and of
the freedom from restraint, legal or
moral, which living in so remote a re-
gion engenders.

Peru’s situation in the matter is pe-
culiar. The Putumayo district can be
reached from Lima only by weeks of
travel around by Panama and up the
Amazon, while the district itself is un-
der the slightest of government author-
ity There Is practically no restraint
from the law, ami a man may be flog-
ged, maimed, poisoned or shot with ab-
solute Impunity as regards government
officials.

It has been estimated that a ton of
raw rubber represents the life of a
man. This Is not entirely due to the
cruelty of the boss collector, as he is
called. Thousands of deaths occur an-
nually from disease, snake bite, crush-
ing by the immense reptiles that Infest
the water and swamps of the upper

, Amazon, some of these constrictors be-
ing mure than fifty foot long, and nut a

I.—Herringbone method of tapping. 2.—Rubber trees. 3.—Cooking rubber.
4.—Making rubber biscuits. 5.—Huts of rubber gatherers.

few from the ignorance of the natives,
who neglect the commonest hygienic
regulations of civilization. ■
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NATIVES ARE LAZY
The immediate causes of the cruelty

exercised by the boss collectors on the
natives are plain enough. The datives
are lazy. There is a great amount of
Hie sleeping sickness prevalent in these
regions. There is u certain amount of
danger Involved in a trip through the
rubber trees. For all these reasons if
a native has enough food on hand to
last him through the day he is natural-
ly averse to going cupping after the
rubber.

On the other liaud, the boss collector
has to supply bis contracted amount to
the mercantile company, for the ships
can make the extreme headwaters only
while the overflow season is on. and
that is during a very few months of the
year, and every day counts in the col-
lection. Coercive measures, therefore,
are resorted to to keep the native on
his rounds. Machetes are very much
in evidence, as they are used for slash-
ing the outer bark to make incisions
for ttie milk to escape. The boss col-
lector finds a machete handier than a
walking stick in ipoerciug a native.
If a native is delinquent the boss

collector may strike him with a ma-
chete as with a stick. In such a case
tiie loss of an ear or a limb may be
the result. In not a few instances per-
sistent refusal on the part of a native
to work lias caused him to be killed
outright. The man is simply shot
down.

Gun and machete furnish two means
of inciting industry on the part of tlie
natives, but these do not comprise the
entire arsenal of energy producers. An
instrument similar to the Russian
knout and known as a scourge is the
badge of authority among overseers.
Few natives whose regular pursuit is
rubber gathering escape the scourge
and many of them can show backs
seamed and ridged, the result of blows
that have broken the skin and eaten
into tiie flesh. These are the prac-
tices which the British and th€ Ameri-
can governments are demanding that
Peru shall order aba’ted even if troops
have to be sent to the region where
they are common.

•f *S

THE POISON PENALTY
In fairness to tiie overseers, however,

it must be stated that a more provok-
ing set of operatives than the low caste
native could hardly be imagined. They
will work only when driven to it by
starvation or coercive measures; they
are careless in the way they do their
work; they spill tiie precious milk
which will subsequently lie coagulated
into tiie rubber of commerce; they gash
the trees instead of making the proper
cut which gets the best results, and
they frequently will cut down a whole
tree rather thaij take tiie trouble to
cut it. properly.

Indeed, it wail not urftll file poison
penalty was imposed that this felling
of-tripes could be stopped. Even the
dull bfuin of fihe native could make
some connection between tile sudden,
agonized death ‘Ot some operator and

Hie fact that he had persistently vio-
lated the rule against felling a rubber
tree.'

There are subcolleetoys who rank ns.
section bosses and who follow the men
about on their rounds and are armed
with scourge and machete. On one oc-
casion in the absolute knowledge of
a spectator, a subcollector found a
man cutting more deeply than lie
should into the rubber tree. He struck
him on the side of the face with the
flat of the machete and broke the
man’s jaw. leaving him with the re-
mark:

“Don’t cut so deep next time.”
The day's tour of the natives who

cup the trees is not a pleasant one.
They start out in the morning with
forty or fifty tin cups slung over their
shoulders and are obliged to wade
sometimes waist or breast deep in
mud and ooze and slime. They must
he constantly alert for cobras and
venomous snakes, which infest the wa-
ters, to say nothing of several species
of saurians whose sharp teeth can per
form instanthneous amputation of legs
or arms.

On reaching the rubber trees they
make a V shaped cut in the rough
outer bark. At the inverted apex of
the angle thus made the tin cup is fas-
tened with a piece of gum, and the
operation .is repeated from ton to forty
times on the same tree. A day’s work
consists in the care of a hundred such
trees for each man.

* *

COLLECTING THE MILK
After tlie cupping expedition in the

evening and during certain seasons of
Hie year at noon as well aMour is
made with a large pan or jug or jar,
into which the milk collected in the
cups is poured, it is not an easy job,
like tapping a sugar maple, where one
incision will supply sap for several
days. Owing to the tropical growth
•he cut heals rapidly and is sealed
over in three or four hours in the
height of tlie season and in a day in
the most sluggish part of the season.
This means that new cuts and cupping
have to be done each day.

After the milk is collected it is car-
ried back to the camp and then coag-
ulated on wooden paddles held over
the smoke made by burning the mer-
cury palm nut, A matured tree in tlie
swamp will give an average of five
gallons of milk during the season,
which will coagulate Into live pounds
of raw rubber, valued at $2.50 a pound
in gold.

if the tree is carefully tapped ft will
•give this yield for forty years without
injury or cost of cultivation other than
the collecting of tlie milk. If, how-
ever, the machete in the hands of a
cureless native or Indian penetrates
the bark, exposing the wood of the
tree, it speedily dies. A weevil called
the pumbula enters the wound made
by the machete and eats right into the
heart of tlie tree.

The extent of tlie rubber business is
surprising. Rubber is second only to
coffee and sugar ns a tropical product
The United States consumes one-half
of the total output; the annual impor-
tations from Brazil are worth $70,000,.
000 and from Peru $12,000,000.

Hard to Settle.
“Life is full of problems.”
“Yes, and If I could settle a certain

one of them I wouldn’t bother about
the rest.”

“What problem Is that?”
“Whether or not to drink water with

one’s meals. For years I’ve been read-
ing medical opinions on both sides,
and I’m no nearer a solution than I
was twenty years ago.”—Kansas City
Journal.

The Demand of Fashion,
"Wow! There went Sinithkins in his

new six. When 1 knew him a few
years ago he had a junk shop."

“He still has. Only he moved it to a
fashionable street, kept the same stock
and labeled it ‘Antiques.’ ’’—Judge.

Some Speaker.
“Is he much of an after dinner

speaker?”
“Much? I should say he is. He’s

good for an hour and a half any time.”
—Detroit Free Dress.

A Forty-four, Perhaps.

Cowboy—Yes, stranger; that’s Terri-
ble Bill the Avenger. He’s killed ten
men,

Cbolly—Aw, weally, beg pardon, but
what make is bis automobile?
\

"

Always Wrong.
Mrs. Bacon—My husband is always

on the wrong side of the question.
Mrs. Egbert—How do you know that?
“Because he never agrees with me.”

Yonkers Statesman.

Had Plenty.
Servant—Please, sir, there’s a man

at the door with a bill.
Mr. Owens—Tell him we are well

supplied.—Boston Transcript

Work—What la It?
At a dinner in Jacksonville Senator

Duncan U. Fletcher was condemning
an orange grower who had failed.

“The man failed,” he said, “through
; Ignorance. He lays the blame on other

j things, but his ignorance alone is at
| fault. He is us ignorant of orange
farming as the tramp was of industry.

“You’ve heard of that tramp per-
haps? He wore on his face a sneer of
derision and scorn.

“ ‘Work?’ he said. ‘Work? What is
it—a herb?’ ’’—Los Angeles Times.

Theatrical.

Before the footlights.

A Rush Order.
Hungry Girl (one of a party of tour-

ists who have arrived late at a country
inn)—No fresh eggs? But you’ve gothens, haven’t you?

Innkeeper’s Wife—Yes, but they're
all asleep.

Hungry Girl—Well, but can’t you
wake them ?—Fllegende Blatter.

An Innovation.
Mrs. Yeast—l just love to,shut myeyes and think.
Mr. least—Why don’t you try thatwith your mouth some time, dear?—St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

* -

A Mystery, •

“Your little boy seems to be getting
along finely in school.” • p

“les; I can’t understand it, elthef
Everybody thinks he takes after, hisfather.’’—Chicago Record-Herald. 1

The Voice of Experience.
“I can’t understand why married

couples ever have a disagreement.”
she said. “I don’t see why those mat-
ters can’t be so adjusted that therewill be no friction. Now, my hus-j
band and I understand each other,
thoroughly.”

‘‘lndeed?” he replied. “How long
have you been married?”

"Nearly three days.”—Judge.

A Thorough Cleanup.
“Old man, we want you in our clean-

up campaign.”
“All right”
“Well, name your preference, com-

mittee on dumps, alleys or back yards.
A\hat would you like to clean up?”

“I’d like to clean up about $1,000,-000.”—Washington Herald.

A Paying Fight.
“He is always fighting other men’s

battles.”
“There’s no money In that”
There is for him. He is a lawyer.”

—Houston Post

Sympathetic Eyes.

“That was a queer looking chap inthe front row. He had such a glassy
stare!”

“Yes. Ho had been gazing at your
diamonds ail the evening.”

heeded Change.
Intending Passenger—Can I go to

Scollay square without change on this
car?

Fresh Conductor - No. mum. Youneed a nickel.—Boston Transcript.

A Union of Halves.
Biggs My half brother is engaged tomy wife's half sister. . *

Diggs—When will he made one?—Boston Transcript,

ANTS AS REMEDIES.
Insects and Their Eggs Still Used as

Cures In Europe,
Among the last of the remedies pro-

vocative of nausea of J,he Imagination
to disappear from the lists of official
remedies have been preparations made
from ants. Such preparations, how-
ever, have not obtained much recogni-
tion In this country even among the
wise old women In domestic practice,
though In parts of Europe they are
yet In use, says the Milwaukee Sen-
tinel.

Ant baths, made by boiling ants In
water, are yet In use by Bavarian
peasants for rheumatism and gout and
also In Hessen and in Hungary. In
Bohemia, It 1s said, for paralysis of
the lower limbs patients are placed in
an ant hill and allowed to remain un-
til the whole body is covered with the
Insects, which are then shaken off
when the cure Is effected. In Bran-
denburg an aching tooth Is rubbed
with blobd by means of a crust of
bread, and the crust is then placed inan ant hill. Impoverishment of blood
is cured by means of an egg buried in
the bill of the large red ants.

The egg must have been laid by a
pure white or pure black hen and
must have been found when still
warm. In Oberwalz the crushed eggs
and larvae of ants stirred up withcream are used as a remedy for colic.
A salve made from wood ants, dog fat
and coal dust Is said to be used by
Hungarian gypsies against goiter.
I’here is also in use in Montenegro the
“ant suture" in domestic surgery.

Those who have been bitten by ants
noticed that the heads remained cling-
ing to the skin when the body was
torn away, being held In place by the
powerful mandibles. The Idea was
•thus suggested that the ants’ Jaws
could be used to close the edges of
wounds. The edges of the cut are■ pressed together, an ant Is hold so
that its jaws will grasp both sides and
its body cut off. Several are applied
along the wound and serve instead of
the usual catgut stitches.

“POOR WHITE” A MISNOMER.
Today Poverty Has Made Way For an

Advanced South.
Today the term “poor white” Is a

misnomer. There are poor white farm-
ers In the south today, of course, find
many of them, but that vast under-
class has developed into the very back-
bone of the resurrected south's modern
democracy. The “submerged tenth”—
really vastly more than one-tenth—has
been elevated into a position of power.

The scientific, progressive white
farmer of the south, who takes a pride
in his success at the county and state
fairs, in the healthy rivalry of neigh-

►*4rs and fellow citizens and in the
election of the most capable of the men
of his class to the local offices, is a
type of the southern leader of today.
From abut of previous poverty and
squalor he has moved into the spacious
and sanitary farmhouse. His farm
lands, during the last decade even,
have increased 51.0 per cent In value
and his twelve leading crops 92.4 per
cent.—Farrar Newberry in National
Magazine.

Grist. From the Sport Mill
v By STADIUM

MEN who play with their heads
as well as their bands have
proved that it is possible to
stay a long time in profession-

al baseball. There are several men
still very much in the game who may
yet break or at least equal Cy Young’s
record. They are not, however, pitch-
ers. James Tildeu Sbeckard is one of
the veterans in whom the baseball pub-
lic is very much interested. Jimmy
broke into the game as fur back as
1895, when he played with the Mariet-
ta and Lancaster semi-professional
team. Thence he moved to Ports-
mouth, Va., going in the following year
to Brockton in New England.

Brooklyn corralled him next, and aft-
er one year with Baltimore lie went
back across the bridge again. With
the rest of his baseball career every
small boy is familiar* especially the
small boy of Brooklyn, where James
was popular. Toward the close of his
term with the Brooklyn team Sheck-
ard's work fell off, and there were
those who said that he was shirking.
He spruced up promptly when he went
to Chicago. Sbeckard was never very
happy in Brooklyn and was glad to
get away.

There is a great deal of good baseball
left in Sbeckard. and it would not be
surprising if he were to stay in the lists
as long ns Young and Willie Keeler,
Sbeckard knows “inside baseball” as
well as the nejft man and should be
credited with some of the Chicagolsms
that have heretofore been attributed
to more famous members of the Cubs.
Johnny Evers has had most of the
limelight, and it has been the custom
to attribute most of the clever moves
to him.

Fred Tenney has Sbeckard beaten by
one year, and Tommy Leach, the man
whose harshest words are “Oh. cricky!”
Is a year behind. Willie Keeler dates
back to 1892, but there are still plenty
of Brooklynites who can readily re-
member when he played with the
Flushing, Arlington and Acme teams.
Keeler is a man of whom every child
has heard.

Arthur Devlin, once with the Giants
and now with the Boston Braves, is
planning to take a picked team to Cu-
ba next winter.

Larry Doyle, captain of the Giants,
is between two fires. His friends in
Breese, 111., want him to run for
mayor of that growing city, and of
course his friends here insist that he
must play second base for New York.
It may be Mayor Doyle some day. but
for the present it will continue to be
“Laughing Larry” Doyle’ captain of
the Giants.

The recent release of James Dela-
hanty from Detroit ended (he major
league connections of one of base-
ball’s greatest families. For eighteen
years the Deluhantys have been prom-

Ineut In the game. Ed was the great-
est of the family, and his name will
remain engraved on the scrolls of the
pastime while the game survives. Ed-
ward, Thomas. Joseph and Frank,
however, all played big league ball.

The Harvard outlook for success on
the gridiron this season is much
brighter than in former years. Coach
Houghton has succeeded in whipping
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Photo by American Press Association.
Captain Wendell, Who Is Drilling'

Harvard Football Recruits.

a lively squad together, and he and
Captain Wendell are pushing the men
in an effort to perfect them in team
play and the finer points of the game.
They have some splendid material to
work with and should develop a win-
ning team.

Hugh Duffy has renewed his con-
tract as manager of the Milwaukee
club of the American association for
next year.

“Jiggs” Donohue, not so long ago
first baseman of the White Sox, is In a
sanitarium In Chicago, broken In
health.

Bobby Wallace of the St. Louis
Browns will probably be sent to the
minors after completing this ‘ season,
his seventeenth in “big time.” Man-
ager Stovall has hinted to Wallace
that the veteran is collecting altogeth-
er too much money for the game he
puts up, and as the player is unwilling
to take a reduction in pay he will
probably have to step down and out.

The Height of the Ridiculous


