
Children on the Stage
¥By SIR HENRY IRVING

life in a theater is not child labor.
■ ■ In a theater children are not sweated; they
I M I are petted. Life for them is befth an education
I I and a recreation. To Mr. Russell’ (an English
B I M. P.) it is a shocking thing for a child of seven
BSHBSBESSBBBKStfI to be a fairy in Shakespeare; but the child of
yseven would not exchange that dream of joy for

■ le §l°°my pleasures that appeal to Mr. Rus-

Moreover, to many a child that fairyland is
the beginning of a professional career. I need not give to \ou the
names of all the great artists who have been born on the stage, cradled
on the stage, who shocked the T. \V. Russells of an earlier day by pre

senting to a delighted public the spectacle of irresponsible childhood
tripping gayly on the boards. Ask Marie Wilton, Madge Robertson
and Ellen Terry whether they had a terrible time during tl*nr infant

apprenticeship—whether they yearned foe a Perseus to save these little

Andromedas from a dragon of a stage manager!
Those great artists will tell you tha* they trace back to their earli-

est years the impressions which have been ivost valuable to their artistic
development.

Not that this alone would be a sufficient argument for the employ-

ment of children in theaters if that employment interfered in any de-

gree with their general education, if it stunted,their physical growth,
if it cast the gloom of uncongenial and unhealthy toil upoft their young
souls. But everybody who has any knowledge of the theater, and whose
mind is free from cant and intolerance, knows that the employment of
children produces none of these dire results. The bill before the Eng-
lish parliament ignores the real issue; it proceeds upon the assumption

that a child of seven or eight suffers positive harm from work in a

theater, whereas anv experience shows the very reverse to be the truth.
And if, for the sake of castiron uniformity, this absurd interdict is put
upon such employment, a large number of poor little children will be
cut off from the chief joy of their lives—banished from their fairyland
to the street, and many a humble home will be impoverished by the loss
of the salaries so cheerfully, so beneficently earned by the small bread
winners.

Against such blundering legislation we enter an emphatic protest.
It will do no manner of good to the children; it cannot give them any

opportunities of education they do not already possess. So far from
securing to them a measure of comfort and happiness, it will destroy
both, and instead of protecting their tender age against hardships, it

will deprive many of them of the only friends they have in the world.
To such children the theater is truly a home, a school and a be-

nevolent institution all in one, and the measure which deprives it of that
character will certainly be the most egregious and callous piece of folly

that ever called itself an act of parliament.

THE ONLY ARCTIC RAILROAD.

Uae Boilt by Governments of Nor-

way anti Sweden Extending

Beyond Polar Circle.

Which is the northernmost railway
in the world? It is not the line of track
that struggles up from Skagway over

the bleak White pass, nor is it even
that less famous Wild Goose line,

which is the pride of the Cape Nome
mining camp, for both of the>e icacs

lie wholly within the north temperate
zone, says Youth’s Companion. In
Scandinavia there is a solidly built
well-equipped modern railroad, the
most northern station of which is 130

miles above the polar circle, while
more than 200 miles of track lie within

the north frigid zone.
Appropriately named the Arctic rail-

way, it runs from the Swedish town of
Lulea. near the head of the Gulf of
Bothnia, to the newly built port of
Victoria Haven, on the Ofoten Fiord in
Norway. Like the Alaskan roads, it
owes its existence to important mines
—mines of iron, however, and hot of

gold.
The iron deposits of Swedish Lap-

land are among the largest and most
valuable in the world. Their ore is par-
ticularly useful in the making of steel,

and the"great German and English
blast-furnac&s depend almost wholly
upon them. For some years a railroad
has been in operation between the
mines at Gellivara and the port of
Lulea; but as the shallow Gulf of Both-
nia is frozen over during half the year,

the shipment of ore has been cairied
on at a great disadvantage.

With the extension of the road
across the mountains into Norway, all

this is changed. Ofoten Fiord is very
deep, and perfectly free from ice all
the year round.

Fibe large docks have been built at

Victoria Haven, from which steamers
mav sail in winter as well as in sum-

mer.
About 50 miles north of the bustling

mining town of Gellivara, the new rail-
road passes, at Kirunavara, a remark-
able mountain of iron, sure to become
a famous source of supply.

It is 700 feet high and seven miles in
length, and is solidly composed of mag-
netic iron ore. Engineers estimate
that it contains 2,500.000 tons of it,

which it will take at least a century
to remove. Mining has not yet begun,
but the site of the future town which
is to spring up out of the wilderness is
already determined.

Although the iron mines are the
commercial justification for the Arc-
tic railroad, it is expected that no small
part of its receipts, at least,
will be derived from tourists. It opens

anew region, rich in interesting scen-
ery, in the land of the midnight sun.

A station has been built exactly at-

the point where the arctic circle is
crossed, and trains will be stopped
there, that tourists may, if they please,
amuse themselves by embracing- the
unusual opportunity of standing with
one foot in the north temperate zone
and the other in the north frigid.

The road was built by the govern-
ments of Norway and Sweden, and
the iron company which operate# it is
to repay in installments the cost of
construction. In these days of clever
civil engineering it was not a hard road
to build, although several tunnels
were necessary in crossing the moun-
tains!

The winters on the western side of
the Scandinavian divide are compara-
tively mild in spite of the high latitude,
but on the Swedish side all exposed
portions of the track, among the
mountains at least, have to be protect-
ed by snowsheds. Lapland w inters are
very severe, and the snow problem is as
serious there as it is alongtherailroad
lines in the Canadian Selkirks or in our
own Rocky mountains.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

In Hungary the prices of veterinary
medicines are fixed by the ministry of
agriculture.

Some folks think they must talk all
the time to keep their tongues from
growing rusty.

Anew word has been coined for ap-
plication to a sight-testing optician,
lie is to be called an “optologist.”

A single one of the large London hos-
pitals spent £125 last year upon ten
tons of linseed-meal for making poul-
tices.

Berlin has now a “bachelors’ club”
divided into small flats, with smoking
and dining-rooms In common, where
single men can live at moderate rates.

It is one of the peculiarities of travel
by balloon that you do not feel any-
thing; all is still with you, no matter
if you are in the teeth of the hurri-
cane.

The oil wells of Peru yield an aver-
age of 60 barrels a day of a quality
corresponding to that of the Russian
petroleum from Batoum, being 84 per
cent, carbon. The oil of the United
States averages 50 per cent, carbon.

The cocoa palm, from which choco-
late comes, bears its pods, which con-
tain 15 to 25 beans each, at 10 to 12
feet from the ground. Four hundred
trees are planted on an acre,'and each
yields about one dollar’s worth of
beans.

All the lynchings witDin 21 years
that he could verify have been tabu-
lated by Mr. Cutler, of Yale university.
In that time 1,872 negroes have been
lynched and 1,256 whites. Since the
whites are about six timesas numerous
as the blacks, the proportion of ne-
groes lynched is, of course, very much
higher than these figures indicate.

have shared. Promotions and increases
of salary have been obtained for a
price.

A recent Washington dispatch to a
republican evening paper in this eit}
said that-—

“Although the crisis of the investigation
of post office department scandals is ex-
pected to come this week, and result in a
number of arrests of persons both in and
out of the postal service, the astonishing
statement was made at the department this
morning that the ramifications of fraud
and scandal and criminality are widening

at such an ever-increasing pace that the
inquiry, w hich has now been in active prog-
ress for more than three months, will prob-
ably last all summer and may possibly even
extend through the next session of con-
gress.”

A “high authority” in the depart-
ment is also cited by the same cor-
respondent as suggesting that—-

“By the time the legislative body con-
venes the disclosures of corruption in the
postal service will be such that the re-

sults will occupy a considerable portion ol
the timeof both houses, and make the mem-

orv of the famous star-route cases paie into
insignificance.”

in this emergency what is the presi-
dent doing? Has he removed the post-
master general who characterized the
charges as “hot air” and denounced the
honest man who brought ‘them as “a
wind-bag?” No; he has simply or-
dered him n<ft to talk.

Has he directed the suspension or
removal of any of the officials under
whose administration these frauds
and abuses have occurred ? Only ore.
and that tardily. Two of them have
been allowed to resign and another
has been given a leave of absence.

Has the president made any public
declaration of his purpose to go to the
top as well as to the bottom and to see
that “no guilty man escapes?” No;
he has repeated his tiresome talk of
•the need of a big navy to protect us in
our “aggressive” foreign policy-con-
cerning which the people of this coun-

try are both innocent and ignorant
but has, as the Evening Post says,
“kept silent when the enemies are of
our own household.’

If this policy of silence and looking
for little scapegoats shall continue,
the democrats will need no other issue
for the campaign of next year than
that embodied in the war-cry that
elected Tilden In 1876:
“TURN THE RASCALS OUT I”

THE TRUSTS ADVISE THE PEOPLE TO “STAND PAT” AND HOLD
THE HORN OF PLENTY—FOR THE TRUSTS.

migrants flocking 1 to this country un-
checked at an average rate of 3,000 per
day, why should I vote for a system
to make goods dear and increase the
cost of living?

4. Being a farmer, and know ing that
the prices of grains are fixed in for-
eign. free-trade markets, why should
i vote to maintain a bogus tariff on
w heat and corn, which serves as a cover
to the genuine protection on manufac-
tured goods?

5. Why should manufacturers who
are selling goods all over the world at
free trade prices be encouraged by a
high tariff to sell the same goods here
at 50 or 100 per cent, higher prices?

6. Why should I vote money out of
my pocket and into the pockets of the
protected trusts?

7. Does the Protection Tariff league
think that we young voters are ever-
lasting chumps, and that we can be
duped by its thinly disguised sophis-
try ?

These- and other similar questions,
taken before and after, will render
tariff league literature innocuous and
harmless even when taken in ton lots.
The worst thing that could happen to
protection and its beneficiaries, the
manufacturers, is to start tariff dis-
cussions in our granges, labor organ-
izations and homes. The tariff league
is supplying its sophistry to 6,000 pa-
pers every week. It has kept steadily
at this work for 15years. Its members
have become millionaires and multi-
millionaires in the meantime. They
are interested in having the farmers
and workingmen believe that all of our
prosperity, our good crops, our fertile
soil, are due to “protection.” They
know well that “protection” enables
the trusts to skim the cream off our
prosperity and leaves only the
skimmed milk for the farmers and la-
borers. But can we blame them for
asking us to support this system? We
can stop the tariff plundering when we
knowr and vote for o ir own interests.
Why not do it?

BYRON W. HOLT.
Ever}* trust in the country Is

echoing Mr. Hanna's campaign cry of
“Hands off!” Mr. Hanna’s campaign
cries seem always acceptable to th®
men who profit by legislative graft.—
The Commoner-

TURN THE RASCALS OUT I

Intuition* Conduct of Federal De-
partments Clowned Over

by the President.

The deeper -the post office scandal is
probed the greater is the extent of the
rottenness revealed. There are indica-
tions of fraud 1, favoritism, “graft,”
blackmail and pickings and stealings in
nearly every branch of the postal serv-
ice.

The civil service commission’s report
that the Washington post office has
been used as a dumping-ground for
large numbers of unnecessary em-
ployes is confirmed by the report of
Special Examiner Bristow, though Mr.
Pay ne seeks to put all the responsibil-
ity upon the late and still lamented
McKinley and his Postmaster General
Smith.

The rural free delivery mail carriers
have been used as “drummers” for
private business and electioneering
agents for congressmen. Mailpouches
have been bought at three times the
market price Large printing con-
tracts have been so drawn as to be se-
curely awarded to favored bidders at
enormous profits. Cash registers, mail-
boxes and other lixures have been
foisted upon the government through
political “push,” in the profitsof which
conniving officials or their relatives

FIRST VOTERS BEWARBI
Protection literature Placed in Their

llnndH by Protected Manufac-
turers to Mislead.

The American Tariff league, an or*

ganizatiou composed of 1,000 protect-
ed manufacturers who pay SIOO a year
each in dues, and who contribute gen-
erously besides, is sending thousands
of circular letters throughout the
country in an endeavor to secure the
names of all first voters in 1904. The
letter says that “a great number of
young men do not look upon protec-
tion as a vital interest to themselves
and to their country. Ao time should
be lost in placing in the hands of such
young voters a series of protection
literature especially adapted.”

Young voters, when you get th
numerous pamphlets which will be
sent to you at the expense of these
protected manufacturers, ask your-
selves a few7 questions like the follow-
ing:

1. As I am not a manufacturer, why
should I vote for tariff duties which
prevent competition from foreign
manufactured goods and enable
American manufacturers to form a
trust and obtain higher prices?

2. How can a duty on goods protect
labor?

3. With labor on the free list and im-

A BIOGRAPHICAL BUG.
New Fad In Which a Nice Yoons ifsg

Takes a Great Deal of
Interest.

“Behold in me the biographical bug,**
said the young man with the jet eyes,
according to the New Orleans Times-
Democrat, “for I am it. lamthe latest
thing in the way of a bug, a brand new
addition to scientific nomenclature, a
sort of new spot on the sun, as it were.
Biographical bug! That sounds well,
docs it not? The b. b. for short. The
symptoms and characteristics which
differentiate the biographical bug
from all the other bugs in the buzzing
realm of bugdom are not uninterest-
ing. There is, as a matter of fact,
something grewsomely fascinating
about this particular kind of mania,
which has so lately pulled me into its
excited and pulsing vortex. Fuji? I
never had so much fun in all my life be-
fore.

“Looking at the thing now, taking
a broad view of the perspective, the lit-
tle amusements which crowded into
my life in the erstwhile to thrill mo
momentarily with a spasm of delight
seem dull indeed in comparison with
the newer sensations of the biograph-
ical bug. Even the little climaxes,
when the feeling of ecstasy touched
the high water mark, are but leaden,
lifeless memories, prosaic, uninspiring
inanities.

“Lately, in following out the routine
of my calling, it became necessary for
me to enter upon a comprehensive
scheme of collecting the life sketches
of various important personages; bi-
ographies, in short, of men and women
who for one reason or another
have riveted the public attention. I
now' have a collection of clippings,
some serious, some funny, some in the
form of narratives, while others are
anecdotal, even comical, that will make
some of the biographical encyclopedias
look like the old blue-back speller.

“Where does the fun come in? Just
here, ou see. the collection of these
sketches has given me a direct per-
sonal interest in every immortal man
and woman in the world. Toillustrate:
Suppose the sultan of Morocco die*.
Forthwith I hie me to my sketches,
where I find him duly revised, indexed,
elaborated and handsomely bound and
gilded and proceed to read all about
him. Besides, I have in the same col-
lection a picture of him. So you see
where the interesting feature of the
thing comes in from my standpoint.
Why, I don’t do a thing now but watch
for people to die. To be honest, if I
may be honest without being harsh, 1
want men and women to die, so that I
can hustle out the biography and read
all about them, while furnishing the
newspapers with a few odd facts about
the late So-and-So. I suppose the
biographical bug is one of the most in-
teresting of the vast and growingfam-
ily and is the only one enjoying the
unique but grewsome dictinction of de-v
lighting in death.

NEW ARMY STANDARDS.
Colors and Ornaments of a New Set

Recently Adopted by the
War Department.

The war department has adopted a
nA' set of standards and regimental,
ba>talion and other colors for the
army of the United States. The main
feature of the new flags, as well as of
th? buttons and ornaments, is in the
representation of the coat-of-arms of
thft United States. They are made of
the best quality of silk in solid colors,
and the United States seal, the in-
signia, scroll, inscriptions and other
emblems are embroidered in colors.
The different standards are described
as fallows: That of the secretary of
war scarlet, with wCite fringe, and
contains the United States seal em-
broidered in colors, and four whit*
starfe, one near each corner. The cord
and tassel are scarlet and white in-
tertwined. The cavalry standard is
yellow, and the fringe, cord and tassel
are also of the same color. Under
the embroidered seal is a scroll in red,
with the regimental designation in
letters of white. The artillery stand-
ard is red, with red fringe, cord and
tassel. Below the seal is the insignia
of the arm crossed cannons above
yellow scroll* containing the regiment-
al designation in letters of red. The
infantry standard is blue, with yellow
fringe and blue and whit% cord and
tassel. Below the seal is a red scroll
bearing the regimental designation in
letters of white. The standard of
the engineers is scarlet, with white
fringe and scarlet and white cord and
tassel. Below the seal is the insignia
of the corps, a battlementedv castle
embroidered in white, and a white
scroll with the battalion designation
in letters of red. The signal corps
standard is orange, with yellow fringe
and cord and tassel of orange and
yellow. Below the embroidered seal
is the insignia of the eorps, crossed
flag* and torch embroidered in yellow
and white, under which is a blue
scroll with the designation in letter*
of white.

Asparagraa Peas.
Cut the green part of asparagus

stalks the size of peas, cook In boiling
water till tender, drain and salt,butte*
and serve.—Bcstoja Globe*


