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J News of the World I
Several officials of Oklahoma

City* have been indicted by tlu
jurv on the charge of bood-

ling.
Ihe United States will observe

Mncl neutrality in the Russo-Jap-
anese affair, at the same time safe-
guarding her interests.

President Roosevelt has ordered
a number of government engineers
to Baltimore, to tender their ser-
a ires in such manner as needed.

The tlouring mill and grain ele-
vator of Connon, Yates & Cos. at
Mem pit is was totally destroyed by
lire, entailing a loss of SOO,OOO.

The combined value of the ex-
hibits in the ten principal exhibits
palaces of the St. Louis world's
lair has been estimated by E. S.
lloch, assistant to Director of Ex-
hibits Skiff, at $72,500,000.

Rear Admiral Evans has been or-
dered to proceed with his squadron
from Subig Bay to some point in
Chinese waters for the purpose of
* b<erving the naval operations in
ihe Russian-Japanese war.

Lire in the lumber district of
Chicago destroyed $.‘150,000 worth
<-f property. The plants of the Chi-
cago Picture Packing Company, the
< hicago Table Company and the
Winterrneyer Company were do-
st roved.

The St. Janies Gazette, London,
asserts on diplomatic authority that,
assuming Russia defeats Japan, she
will be confronted with a demand
lor the acknowledgement of Chi-
nese sovereignty in Manchuria from
Croat Britain and tlu* Lnited
States, and that she must either
grant it or fight both countries. An
understanding, the paper adds, has
been reached in this sense be-
tween the l nited States and Croat
Britain.

The terrible lire which raged at
Baltimore for two days and nights
burned over an area sof 140 acres,

destroying 2,500 of the principal
buildings in the city. The property
loss is placed at $150,000,(700. The
binned district is within the terri-
torv bounded on the west by Liber-
ty street, on the north by Lexing-
ton street, on the east by Jones
Kails and on the south by the Ba-
sin. Within this district were the
big structures on Fayette, Cay,
Lombard, Charles. Balderson, El-
iicot, Hollingsworth and ('heap-
side streets. Passing southeast
along Basin, the following large
docks were destroyed: McClure’s,
Patterson’s, Smith’s, Frederick,
Long and Union. Small thorough-
fares which extend as far north as
Lexington street, and which were
in the path of the flames, are Com-
merce. Frederick and Mill streets,
li is remarkable that only one life
was lost during the fire.

Tn the first battle between the
Russian and Japanese navy the lat-
ter gained a great victory. About
midnight on the 9th a Japanese
fleet consisting of sixteeit vessels
sailed into the harbor at Port Ar-
thur. The torpedo boats of the
fleet rushed in and succeeded in
disabling two Russian battleships
and a cruiser, escaping without a
scratch. The Russians lost seven
killed and about fifty w’ounded. The
Japanese wr ar vessels succeeded in
damaging the Russian forts and a
portion of the town was burned. It
is also reported the Japs captured
two Russian warships at Tokio. At
Chemulpo the Japanese succeeded
in landing between 8,000 and 10,-
<M)O troops, who at once took up the
march to Seoul. Two Russian
cruisers at Chemulpo arc said to
have surrendered without firing a
shot. In the battle at Port Ar-
thur the Russians apparently were
taken by surprise and made a poor
showing. At daylight,the Japanese
fleet sailed away, followed for a few’
miles by the Russian fleet which

n turned, back.

It is estimated last season's cot-
ton crop in Texas was 3,080,000
bales.

Russia has threatened to seize
Pekin in case China gives armed
aid to Japan.

The citv of Chicago is threaten-•j O

ed with, bankruptcy on account of
personal damage suits.

The worst break in the history of
trading in cotton futures occurred
on the New Orleans exchange on the
4th, when May dropped $9 per hale.
It was simply a move on the part
of the clique manipulating the
market to squeeze a few millions
out of the “lambs.”

*A large share of the $40,000,000
which the government will pay for
the property of the Panama Canal
Company will not leave this coun-
try. It is estimated by treasury of-
ficials that about one-third of tin*
canal company’s stock and bonds is
held by New’ York capitalists.

Word has been received of the
killing by San Dominican rebels of
J. C. Johnson, engineer of the
American auxiliary cruiser Yankee.
The American consul has been
directed to take drastic measures to
avenge Johnson's death. While
steaming into San Domingo hay the
Yankee was deliberately fired upon
by the insurgents.

After a deadlock of several weeks
the democratic members of the Ma-
ryland legislature met in caucus
and selected Isadore Raynor United
States senator to succeed Senator
McComas, the present incumbpnt.
Mr. Raynor was then duly elected
in joint session. The successful
candidate was leading counsel for
Admiral Sibley during the naval
court of inquiry.

Jo-Jo, the original dog-faced
man, is dead at Saloniea, Macedo-
nia. Pneumonia sent him to an un-
timely grave. The original “dog-
faced” man was brought to public
notice by P. T. Barnuni. He had
a face resembling that of a Scotch
terrier, and the long hair about
his checks and forehead gave him a
hideous appearance. He was a
native of Finland.

The naval appropriation bill as
recommended to congress carries an
aggregate appropriation of $95,-
000,000. In ease the secretary of

'the navy cannot secure armor plate
from private bidders the sum of
$4,000,000 is available with which
to erect an armor plate factory. The
ships authorized are one battle ship,
two armored cruisers, three scout
cruisers and tw’o squadron colliers.

The secretary of the interior has
requested the civil service commis-
sion to hold an examination as
soon as possible for construction
engineers in the United States
reclamation service. This examina-
tion is similar to that to he held
for consulting engineers the last of
August. The competition is
to be confined to men who
have had responsible charge
of hydraulic works, such as
dams and canals. The positions
pay from $3,000 to $4,000 per an-
num, and applications for particu-
lars should be made to the civil ser-
vice commission at Washington.

A jury at Fulton. Mo?, in the
case of Col. Edwin Butler, the mil-
lionaire politician of St. Louis,
charged with bribing nineteen mem-
bers of the St. Louis house of dele-
gates in connection with a light-
ning franchise, returned a verict
of not guilty. Several of the men
alleged to have bden bribed testified
that they received money from But-
ler for their votes, hut the foreman
of the jury declared they did not
feel like convicting on evidence of
men already convicted of perjury.
Prosecutor Folk expressed great
surprise at the verdict. This will
probably hd the last case to be push-
ed against Butler, as the Supreme
court in another instance where
conviction was secured dismissed
the cascon a technicality.

A correspondent of the Globe-
Democrat advises both labor and
capital trt steer clear of Panama at
the present time.

Kx-Secretary Boot's friends are
urging him as the logical candidate
for the republican nomination for
governor of New York.

Railroad traffic has been greatly
impeded in the north and northwest
on account of heavy snow and bliz-
zards the last three weeks.

John Fast land, a planter, and
Albert Gan, a negro tenant, were
killed by Luther llolhcrt, a negro,
on Fastland's plantation near
Doddsville, Miss.

\V. G. Bray of Fort*Worth, Tex.,
was convicted of aggravated assault
on his wife and sentenced- to four
years in jail and lined $*3,000. It
was his fifth similar offense.

As the result of an application
for divorce filed at Houston, Tex.,
by Mrs. R. F. Garter, her husband
shot and killed R. E. Goghlan and
was in turn (ired upon by Mrs. Gar-
ter.

In a clash between guards and
striking miners av Goal (‘reek.

Term., four men wore killed and
eight wounded. Gov. Frazer de-
clares be will send troops into the
district should any further trouble
occur.

During the big Baltimore lire the
best of order was preserved, and
both officials and citizens are to be
congratulated on the fact that there
was no looting or lawlessness of
any kind, as is generally the case
under such circumstances.

Luther Holbert and his wife, the
negroes who murdered James Fast-
land, a young planter, at Dodds-
vilie. Miss., were burned at the
stake*. After the murder the ne-
groes tied to a canehrake, where
thev were* captured after a two days'
searoll.

An international officer of the
hack drivers’ union, who went to
Kansas City to order a strike, was
escorted to the* depot -by police and
compelled to leave the city. Inter-
ference? with funerals at St. Louis
and Chicago by striking drivers
caused much bitterness toward the
union officers at Kansas City.

For the* purpose of breaking the
grain and meat trusts and placing
the control of farm produe ts prices
in the hands of the growers, the
United Farmers' Organization of
the Knifed States is being exten-
sively operated throughout the
west. The main object of tin* new
organization is to fight anything
with a trust attached and the farm-
ers believe the* way te> do is to make
a trust fight a trust.

The value of the merchandise
passing out of the ports of conti-
nental United States in 1903 was
more than a billion and a half dol-
lars. While the figures issued by
the department of commerce and
labor through its bureau of statis-
tics show ‘Total exports" of sl,-
484,(581,995, they do not include
the shipments from the I nited
States to Hawaii or Porto Rico, and
if these were added they would
bring the grand total to over a

O n

billion and a half dollars.
The report issued by the census

office of the quantity of cotton gin-
ned from the growth of 1903 up to
and including January 10, shows
that 30,171 ginneries were operat-
ed, and that these ginned 9,859,-
277 commercial bales. The num-
ber of commercial bales of cotton
ginned from the crop grown in
1903, up to and including January
lb, 1904, is given by states and
territories, as follows: Alabama.
1,020,592: Arkansas, 004,410:
Florida, 57,174 ; Georgia, 1,307,-
109; Indian Territory, 299,500;
Kansas, 55; Kentucky, 503: Louis-
iana, 820,310; Mississippi, 1,307,-
489; Missouri, 32,239 ; North. Caro-
lina, 541,148; Oklahoma, 141,095;
South Carolina, 798,714; Tennes-
see, 234,914: Texas, 2,055,588;
Virginia, 12,255.

Tile circuit judge at Fafmington,
Mo., discharged a panel of forty
men, from which a jury was being
selected to try a murder case be-
cause some of the men took a social
drink with interested attorneys.

Mexican Cotton 801 l Weevil.
✓ We give below a description of
the origin and life habits of the
the Mexican boll weevil, at this time
so much discussed and dreaded by
the cotton farmers of the South.
The article is from the pen of Prof.
Glenn \\. Herrick, entomologist of
the Mississippi experiment station,
which we believe will provi of much
interest to our readers, and is as fol-
lows :

“Probably, no pest has appeared on
cottoi within the last twety years that
lias caused as ranch general uneasi-
ness as the Mexican cotton boll wee-
vil is now causing. Moreover, every
indication points to the i'act that this
is the most serious pest that has ever
attacked the cotton plant in America.
The value of the cotton crop to this
State and the fact that this insect has
now entered the State of Louisiana in
at least two points, make it almost
imperative that every cotton grower
should know something of the boll
weevil, its appearance, habits and his-
tory.

“The weevil, originally, came from
Mexico and probably crossed the Rio
Grande about 1893 and the year fol-
lowing it attracted considerable at-
tention in Texas by its destructive-
ness. It is a greyish beetle, rather
chocolate in color when mature, and
is from one-fourth to three-eighths of
an inch in length. The weevil has a
long, bunt snout, and the hack, sides
and legs are covered with line hairs.

“The eggs are laid in the squares,
forms or bolls by the parent beetle.
The young grub that hatches from the
egg, immediately begins to eat out the
tender inside portions of the square,
form or boll. The squares in which
the grubs are living ‘flare’ and fall
to the ground. The grub, after eat-
ing and growing for two or three
weeks, turns to a quiet, whitish look-
ing object inside the square form, or
boll. This is known as the pupa. Af-
ter about one week the adult weevil
comes forth and soon begins laying
eggs for another generation of wee-
vils.

"The weevils pass the winter as full
grown beetles in cracks, crevices, etc.,
under the hark of trees, and under all
kinds of trash and rubbish about the
farm and in the gin house and other
out. buildings. They also hide among
cotton seed, in partially grown bolls,
and in the ground about the roots of
cotton stalks. All tno eggs, grubs and
pupa that may he in the squares,
forms, or bolls in the autumn are kill-
ed before spring by the frosts. Only
the mature weevils are able to sur-
vive the winter, and many of these,
that go into winter quarters in the
autumn, are killed before spring.

. “These insects increase during the
summer very rapidly. It has been es-
timated that one pair of beetles will
give rise to over three quarters oi a
million of weevils before October. It
is necessary then, that the cotton
should mature as early in the season
as possible before the weevil has be-
come so abundant.

“The dangers of importing this in-
sect into the State of Mississippi are
very great. We have seen that the
adult insect hibernates around gins
and out houses and among cotton seed
and baled hay. Moreover, Prof. Mally
says, ‘the egg is deposited so late in
the season that the larvae barely has
time to eat into the seed before the
boll opens. Hence the cotton is some-
times gathered and ginned before the
larvae has become full grown. It
consequently often happens that adult
weevils are found in the seed later
on. Nothing is easier than that this
insect should be carried from place to
place in shipments of cotton seed,
cotton hulls, haled cotton, haled hay,
etc,

“In the face of the above facts, the
need of an efficient system of quar-
antine is too obvious to need dis-
cussion.”

New Canning Factories.
Tlio Gulf & Ship Island road ex-

pects to establish no less than a doz-
en canning factories along its line
within the next few months, and a
promoter has been employed to or-
ganize stock companies among the
citizens of the various towns along
the line, ihe railroad taking a good
portion of tho stock in each enter-
prise thus launched. The truck
farming industry is being given a
simultaneous encouragement, and
the towns along the road will be an
important factor in the early fruit
and vegetable market during the
spring and summer.

Killed for One Dollar.
Because Sherman Fox would not

pay a debt of one dollar he was shot
and killed, last week near Arkabutla,
in Tate county, by a companion
named Andrew Brown. The latter
had been empowered to collect the
debt, which it is claimed Fox owed
to a negro woman, and Brown was
urging immediate payment, declar-
ing that if it was not settled by the
following day he would kill Fox.
The parties met the next morning,
and true to his word Brown shot Fox
down, death resulting instantly. He
ia now in jail at Senatobia.
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Mules Die With Pneumonia.

The cold weather Mississippi lias
been experiencing is proving some-
what fatal to live stock, which is un-
used to such extremes of tempera-
ture. .Report comes from Laurel
that a carload of thirty line mules,
en route to that place from St. Lou-
is, were stricken with pneumonia,
and twelve of the .number died dur-
ing the journey, while the others are
in a bad fix. It is claimed by the
consignee that the mules were al-
lowed to lay over a day in the stock
yards at Last St. Louis while the
thermometer at that place was near
the zero mark.

Infanticide on the Increase.
The crime of infanticide, hereto-

fore somewhat unknown in Missis-
sippi, especially among the whites*
seems to he on the increase. Within
the past week the bodies of two mur-
dered babies were found by the
Jackson police, and a similar lind is
reported from Aberdeen, where the
dead body of a young child was
found in the yard of a citizen living
in the northern part of town. In
neither of the three instances have
clues been found to the identity of
the perpetrators.

Will Reappoint JAr. Pepper.
Gov. Vardanian lias signified bis

intention of reappointing lion. D.
G. Pepper of Lexington as one of
tlie members of the levee board for
the Yazoo-Mississippi district, and
it is understood that he is one of the
very few of the old members of the
two levee boards who will be re-
tained. Mr. Pepper has been prom-
inently identified with levee affairs
for many years, and is one of the del-
egates before congress to urge the
passage of a bill providing for gov-
ernment control of the levees.

Want Harbor Improved.
The citizens of Natchez are en-

deavoring to get a special bill
through congress making an appro-
priation for the harbor at that place.
Natchez was slighted in the report
of the house committee on rivers
and harbors, and petitions have been
sent to Congressman McLain of the
Fifth district and Congressman
Hansdall of Louisiana, the latter be-
ing a member of the committee on
rivers and harbors, urging them to
got through a special measure before
the adjournment of the session.

Park Work Stopped.
Capt. Rigby of the Vicksburg Na-

tional Park commission states that
owing to the lack of available money
under the emergency appropriation,
only the park commissioners, stenog-
rapher, and a couple of laborers, who
will be made to repair washouts and
other park road work, will be re-
tained on salary between now and
July. The national park work will
otherwise be stopped.

Coming to the Front.
The Rankin farm, which has usu-

ally been a drag to the penitentiary,
and which at one time it was thought
advisable to sell, came to the front
this year with $(>,000 to the good, be-
sides the men taken from that camp
earned $0,438.99 grading the capi-
tol grounds. This is the best show-
ing Rankin farm has ever made.

State Committee.
Chairman C. C. Miller of the

Democratic State executive commit-
tee has not yet taken up the matter
of calling a session of the committee
for the purpose of arranging for a
State convention to name delegates
to the national convention.

State Land Sales.
State Land Commissioner E. H.

Nall reports land sales for January
amounting to $11,407.14, which is
far in excess of the record for the
same month last year. Of the total
amount, $750 was for trespasses and
$152.50 for fees.

Asphyxiated by Charcoal Fumes.
Will Mileski, a Bohemian oyster-

man, tvas smothered to death last
week at Biloxi from the effects of
charcoal gas. He built a charcoal
fire in the Hold of a schooner, and
went to sleep, leaving it burning.

Fridge Takes Oath.
Arthur Fridge, of Ellisville, who

was appointed adjutant-general of
the Mississippi National Guard, took
the oath of office last
the clerk of the Supreme Court, |


