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The Press Association.

The 40fch annual meeting of
the association was held at
Greenville on the 16, 17 and 18
inst. It would be next to an
impossibility to crowd into this
paper our views and impres-
sions of the people of the city of
Greenvill. It is a great place
of magnificent public buildings,
stores and delightful residences
with lovely gardens of the rarest
shrubs and sweet flowers; brave
and cultured men and most beau-
tiful, refined and lovely women
—the wives and daughters of
the noblemen of Greenville. We
can say that we have never wit
nessed on any occasion a greater
degree of kindness, uniform
courtesy and hospitality than
was shown, not only to the
Press, but all visitors, for all
were regarded to be the guest of
the city at the time. We might
say that the ball was formally
opened at the beautiful Opera
House at 11 a. m, when the as-
sociation was called to order by
the president, J. E. Norwood, of
Magnolia. The invocation by
Rev. A. Borum, pastor of the
First Baptist church, was most
fitting and inspiring for the oc
casion and appreciated by every
one present. The keys and the
freedom of the city were tender-
ed by the Hon. William Yerger,
mayor, to the association in a
short but eloquent and earnest
presentation and the same was
responded to by the worthy
president in most appropriate
terms of acceptance that sus-
tained his character as an orator
and in a manner that made the
association feel proud of its rep-
resentative. The address of
welcome was delivered by Wash-
ington county and Greenville’s
favorite son, the Hon. E. N.
Thomas, who is always equip-
ped for and equaled to any and
all occasions. We can say noth-
ing that would add to the fame
of this distinguished gentleman,
for he is known most favorably
and his ability and popularity
are duly recognized. He is a
Past Grand Master of Masons of
this state and the present speak-

ar of the lower house of Missis-
sippi’s legislature. We have
heard this gentleman on several
occasions, but it seemed that
with the densely packed house
of ladies and gentlemen tended
to greater inspiration and the
whole audience caught the spirit
of the speaker and was electri-
fied and charmed. There is
nothing too good in the eyes of
Washington county for E. N.
Thomas, was the impression
made upon our mind.
Hon. Percy Maer, of the Colum-

bus Dispatch, who was to have
responded to Mr. Thomas, was
absent and our Hon. James W.
Norment was called upon to
make the response. We all
know Jim, and as in everything
he undertakes he succeeds. We
as an association felt proud of
his effort and he acquitted him-
self most creditably to himself
and to the association. The pa-
pers of Greenville had nice
things to say about him and his
address. Mr. Norment stands
high with the Press and is rec-
ognized as one of Mississippi’s
most active and wise legislators.
Mr. Norment has been a mem-
ber of the Press since he was 16
years old and attended the first
meeting at Greenville and could
sav many good and nice things.

After the annual address of
the president, the members re-
naired to Hotel Cowan, and par
took of a good dinner there
awaiting;.

In the afternoon, regular rou-
tine business of the association
was taken up and disposed of in
regular order. After adjourn-
ment the members were driven
out to witness a game of baseball
and driven over the beautiful
city.

Regular business of the associ-
ation was dispensed in the fore-
noon of Wednesday and an’ ad-
dress from Hon. Thomas C.
Catching, of Vicksburg, on the
stupenduous question of railroad
rates and newly proposed nation-
al legislation. A portion of the
afternoon was most pleasantly
occupied in a steamboat ride up-
on the mighty Father of Waters,
on the magnificent floating pal-
ace—the Belle of the Bends.
Our host and the association was
joined by Captain J. F. Merry,
industrial agent for the Illinois
Central R. R. system, of Man-
chester, la,, by a delegation of
150 real estate agents and home-
seekers, Capt Merry made one
of his most characteristic speech-
es during the excursion and
stated that there was no other
state in the Union that was be-
ing advertised as Mississippi,
not only by his road, but the
Southern and all other railroads
that had an interest in Mississ-
ippi. We have heard the Capt.
on several different occations for
the last 25 years and he has al-
ways been consistent—he says
that we have the greatest state
in the Union and has always
stuck to his assertions. We feel
proud of our state and glad that
we were born within its borders.
He recognizes the power of the
press and appreciates it, and he
is a great favorite with the Mis-
sissippi Press Association, hav-
ing been in close touch with its
members for 80 years or more.

The banquet began a little
late, but it closed early (in the
morning) with all in good shape.
The wit and speechifying were
as invigorating and exhillerating
as was the sparkling wine that
cheered and vivified all around
the festal board. The gods
never had such opportunities
and favors as produced on this
occasion. Every one retired
from the beautifully decorated
Hall, feeling that it was good to
be there.

After breakfast some of the
delegates began to disperse;
some flew east; some flew west”
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and some remained to transact
the remainder of the unfinished
business.

The association concluded its
business at noon Thursday of
last week and adjourned to meet
in its 41st session, next May at
the city of Gulfport, a most cor-
dial invitation having been ac-
cepted from the citizens of that
growing and most prosperous
city of perpetual spring and per-
enniel flowers on our gulf coast.

The good people of Greenville
will ever have a very kind place
in the hearts of the members of
the Press Association of Mississ-
ippi. Their hospitality was be-
yond measure, unequaled and
unsurpassed. May each and
every one of them and theirs be
happy and prosperous, is the
wish of the members of the
Mississippi Press Association.

Thanks.
Thanks to the invitation com-

mittee to attend theFrst annual
ball of the Starkville Guards
Friday evening June 2nd, at the
Opera House.

To the faculty and students of
the Mississippi Agricultural and
Mechanical College to be present
at the twenty-fifth Annual Com-
mencement and Quarter Centen
niel Celebration of the establish-
ment of the College June 3-6.

To Miss Margurite Hopkins, of
West Point, to our family to be
present at the graduation exer
cises of the Southern Female
College at West Point, the 18th,
inst. Though we may not be
present in body, we shall wish
for our fair and considerate
young friend all success and
happiness that may follow her
through life.

We do not desire to be fulsome,
but it is hard to desist with our
present feeling, in saying that
we are under many, many obliga-
tions to our old time friends Mr.
J. B. Watt, Dr. Sam Mont-
gomery and Mr. S. P. Wither-
spoon for special kindnesses so
cordially extended—kindsmau
could not have been better treat-
ed. Ido not forget Mrs. J. B.
Watt, splendid, sweet little wo
man, whom we knew in her girl-
hood days. It was not her pleas-
ure to participate in any of the
festivities. She had just return-
ed from the burial, on Tuesday
night from, Memphis* of the dear-

est friend on earth, mother, dear
mother, who died on the Satur-
day previous at Jonestown, at the
home of Mrs. Ella Patterson, a-
nother daughter.

Mr. Watt is one of Greensville’s
wealthiestand influential citizens;
president of one of the largest
banks, the bank of Washington
and the citizens bank of Shelby,
we are told by a' friend.
He is the same Jim Watt
to me and looks younger if
anything. I never heard anybody
call him Cap, Major or Colonel,
but most generally Old man or
J. B, We could only account for
the applelation of “old man” be-
cause he looked so young. It
may be regarded that he is old
in business. Mr. Watt is posses-
sor of several large plantations
in the delta and it demonstrates
what a poor boy can accomplish
who is not affraid to go to work
as he did when he first landed at
Greenville. Jim Watt is not
ashame or affraid to work now
as then, if there was any necessi-
ty for it. There is no foolish-
ness or false pride about him.

Mass Meeting
At a call of the mayor a large

and enthusiastic meeting was
held by the citizens at the Court
House Tuesday night to consider
the feasibility of inducing the
promoters of the Pensacola and
Memphs Rail Road Cos. to build
by the way of Starkville. Hon.
T. B. Carroll was called to the
chair, andMaj. John H, Welborn
made secretary. Quite a num-
ber of interesting speeches were
made. Our people have been a-
roused and we feel that, as Stark
ville is almost on a direct line of
the two points, our chances are
very bright. To accomplish the
desired end every citizen must
feel that he has a direct interest
and work in concert; there is a
plenty to do and enough glory to
go around. We can accomplish
anything we undertake if all will
pull together as one man, and
judging from the meeting Tues-
dap night, we are in a pretty
good tune and will grow better.
The meeting adjourned subject
to the call of the eh airman.

It would be a good idea for
each citizen to feel that he is a
member of the Committee of the
Whole* work and inform each

other, for one is as much interest-
ed as the other. Read about
railroads; talk about railroads to
come to Starkville to build it up
in every material way.

The Greek letter fraternities
at the University of Mississippi
have caused several splendid
boys serious trouble. These fra-
ternities have caused friction in
the University before, and will
eventually be abolished unless
they can be controlled.—Green-
ville Democrat.

These boys would be more
“splendid” without these frater-
nities. Cut these societies out,
for they have been a disturbing
element for years. The “splen-
did boys” start out from College
under the impression that they
are the “pick” and superior of
all other boys and it may be
that they should govern and
control everything visible and
invisible. It is claimed by some
to have been a technical viola-
tion committed. Nevertheles a
violation. Many men have lest
their cases in court and violated
the laws of the land on techniali-
ties—nothing more—nothing less
—ignorance is no plea and either
plea is most embarrassing and
mortifying. Cut out the cause
that produces the effect.

The remains of Rev. James A
Leech passed through here en
route to Columbus, Tuesday
evening where they were in-
terred Wednesday. He was
station minister of the Methodist
Church at Pickens. He was an
old Starkville boy and it is with
sorrow that the sad inteligence
was recieved.

Mr. H. H. Sikes represented
the local lodge at the Grand Lod-
ge of Odd Fellows, at Jackson
last week, most acceptable.

Stuyvesant Jfeb,
President Illinois Central R.

R. New York, N. Y.
Mr. Stuyvesant Fish, presi-

dent of the Illinois Central R, R.
Cos., delivered the Opening Ad-
dress at the Seventh Session of
the International Railway Con-
gress in Washington, May 4th,
1905. It is unnecessary to say
that it was able and replete with
information and knowledge of
the working of rail roads. We
regret that we have not the
space to publish the address,
but we wish to impress young
men that to be a great railroad
man in any of its branches must
work their way up from the
bottom.

It is the case in everything.
Mr. Fish was born June 24,

1851, at New York, N. Y. Edu-
cated at Columbia College at
New York N. Y. Entered rail-
way service, October 1, 1871,
since which he has been consec-
utively, to June 20, 1872, clerk
New York office Illinois Central
Railroad; June 20 to October,
1872, secretary to president
same company; November 1,
1872, to December 31, 1874, clerk
with Morton, Bliss & Cos., at
New York, and Morton, Rose &

Cos., at London; January 1, 1875,
to March 15, 1877, managing
clerk Morton, Bliss & Cos., hold-
ing their power of attorney;
December 14, 1876, to March 6,
1879, member New York Stock
Exchange; March 16, 1876 elect-
ed director Illinois Central Rail-
road and appointed treasurer
and agent for purchasing com-
mittee New Orleans, Jackson &

Grant Northern Railroad; No-
vember 8, 1877, elected secreta-
ry Chicago, St Louis <fe New
Orleans Railroad, and March,
1882, vice-president Chicago,
St. Louis & New Orleans Rail-
road; January 7, 1883, to April
2, 1884, second vice-president
Illinois Central Railrood; April
2, 1884, to May 14, 1887, vice-
president; May 18, 1887, to date,
president same road.

Elected Chairman American
Section International Railway
Congress and President Ameri-
can Railway Association, April
27, 1904.

ILLINOIS CENTRAL SCHEDULE.
NORTH.

No. 242, Accomodation 7:30 a. m.
No. 292 Local Freight 2:05 p. m.
No. 204, Passenger 7:20 p- m.

SOUTH.
No. 291, Local Freight 8:40 a. m.
No. 241, Accomodation has coach.
No. 203, makes connection at Durao\with north ana sooth trains


