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Fifty-Ninth Congress—Last Session.
It took thesenate 15 minutes to ar-

range Its preliminaries on reassem-
bling for the last, or short session,
and the house occupied an hour. The
president sent a long list of recess
appointments to the senate. Senators
Penrose and Foraker introduced reso-
lutions of inquiry regarding the dis-
charge of negro troops of the Twenty-

fifth infantry. One was addressed *o
the president and tie other to the
secretary of war. Both resolutions
went over. Senator Dupont, of Dela-
ware, took the oath.

Some of thesenators wanted to get
angry because the president sent in
a batch of nominations before the
senate had notified him that it was in
session. When they came to realize
that the constitution of the United
States required them to assemble, and
that the president had to only assume
that the senate was obeying the con-
stitution, and was on hand ready to
attend to business, they concluded
to allowT the ‘affront” to pass un-
noticed.

The house passed the bill authoriz-
ing the secretary of the treasury to
duplicate gold certificates in lieu of
one-' lest or destroyed, and the bill
a r' 'ig the national banking law’s,

p. :ig national banking associa-
tions make loans on real estate as
security and limiting the amount of
such loans.

Senator Flint has introduced a bill
providing for an exhibition at Los An-
geles, Cal., in 1915, to celebrate the
completion of the Panama canal. The
bill provides for government aid of
$10,000,000 provided the exhibition
company furnishes an equal amount.

The president sent a special mes-
sage to congress urging legislation
giving the executive authority upon
his own initiative and responsibility
to dismiss any officer whom he thinks
unworthy to remain in the service.

The Senate.
Washington, D. C.—President

Roosevelt’s annual message *to con-
gress occupied the attention of the
senate for two and one-half hours to
the exclusion of nearly all other busi-
ness. The exception to this was t£e
Introduction of a resolution on the
Japanese situation by Senator Rayner,
of Maryland, and the adoption of ap-
propriate resolutions regarding those
members of the house of representa-
tives who have died since the last ses-
sion. Asa mark of further respect to
their memory, adjournment was taken.

House.
Washington, D. C.—The reading

of the president’s message consumed
two hours and 25 minutes in the
house, and was followed closely by a
large number of members while the
crowded galleries gave close consid-
eration. Here and there the reading
of the document was punctuated with
applause, and hearty hand-clapping
from democrats as well as republicans
followed its conclusion. During the
major portion of the time of the read-
ing of the message, Representative
Lacey, of lowa, acted as speaker pro
tem, being the first of the defeated
"stand patters” to be recognized by
Speaker Cannon.

While the house waited upon the
secretary to the president to appear
with the message Speaker Cannon ap-
pointed Robert G. Cousins, of lowa,
chairman of the committee on foreign
affairs, to succeed the late Robert
Hitt, of Illinois. He also appointed
Representative Frank O. Lowden to a
place on the same committee to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of Mr.
Hitt

MISCELLANEOUS.
President Roosevelt told the dele-

gates to th#*hational rivers and har-

bors convention, who called on him
at the White House, that he would

consult with the leaders in congress,

and expressed the hope that some-
thing definite and effective could be

done In the way of increased appro-

priations for the improvement of the

nation's waterways.

A serious famine, affecting millions

of people, prevails throughout central
China, according to a cable message

received at the American state de-

partment from Shanghai.

The legislative, executive and judi-

cial appropriation bill as presented

in the house bars simplified spelling.

The house passed a bill which has
the enthusiastic indorsement of labor
as well as manufacturers generally,
reepaling that portion of the Wilson
Interstate commmerce bill relating to
convict-made goods, and permitting
the several states to legislate for
themselves as to their competition
with "free labor”-made goods.

The democrats of the house oppose
measure conferring United States cit-
izenship on the Inhabitants of Porto
Rico.

Six men, employes of an electrical
company, were caught In a tunnel,
and doubtless burled alive by a cave-
in. It will require two weeks’ work
to reach their bodies.

An accident at tba Avlno mines,
near Monterey, Mex., which resulted
In the death of 12 Mexican miners, it
is stated, was due to the careless-
ness of someone in lotting a big flow
of water into the lower level, where
the men were drowned.

Count Witte, the former premier
of Russia, who recently returned from
abroad, was received In audience by

the emperor. The count’s reception
had been delayed on account of his
ill health.

For the first time In 20 years, the
great Treadwell mine In Alaska Is
closed. Douglas and Juneau are suf-
fering from coal famine and lack oi
fuel has resulted in the closing of
the mines.

Bradstreet says: “Colder weather,
cobined with the approach of holidays,
has greatly stimulated retail trade
at most points, and the outlook fa-
vors a record-breaking Christmas
trade.”

The federal grand Jury that Is In-
vestigating the coal land frauds in
Utah and charges that railroad cor-
porations have discriminated against
certai nshippers, has returned In-
dictments against the Union Pacific
Railroad Cos., the Oregon Short Line
Railroad Cos., the Union Pacific Coal
Cos., the Utah Fuel Cos. and severa1

representatives of these companies.
The house, by a vote of 110 to 164,

defeated the bill of Representative
Littllefield of Maine, removing dis-
criminations against American sail-
ing vessels In the coasting trade.

The senate called up the president
and the secretary of war to furnish
all information compatible with the
public interest regarding the dis-
charge of the negro troops of the
Twenty-fifth infantry.

King Edward VII. of England as an
exhibitor took the first prize with his
stallion, Prem Victor, at the inter-
national live stock exposition in Chi-
cago, winning over Lord Rothschilds’
famous stallion, Girton Charmer.

For more than a year efforts have
been made to get the ratification of a
treaty giving Cuba sovereignty over
the Isle of Pines, where American
capitaists have made heavy invest-
ments. This was so bitterly opposed
by Senators Penrose, Morgan and
others that an agreement was reached
since this session of congress began
that anew treaty should be negoti-
ated, in which ample protection should
be given American interests, although
sovereignty would be given Cuba.
This new convention has not yet
been sent to the senate.

The attorneys for the Standard Oil
Cos. of Ohio have filed in the court ol
common pleas at Findlay, 0., motions
to quash the indictments against John
D. Rockefeller, the Standard Oil Cos.
of Ohio and others, alleging that the
indictments are so uncertain as tc
save the defendants unable to ascer-

tain the character of the charges
against them.

Dr. Lappeni, physician to the pope,
who has been seriously 111 for some
time, is growing worse. Prof. Murri
has confirmed Dr. Mazzoni’s diagnosis
of cancer of the stomach.

Suppression of the Seamen’s union
by the government has been followed
by a strike, at Odessa, Russia, of the
seamen, with the result that the busi-
ness of the shipping companies is
completely tied up.

A friendly suit will be Instituted at
San Francisco to determine the status
of the Japanese as to entrance into
the public schools of that city. In
the meantime the people of on Fran-
cisco want It understood that they are
maintaing separate schools for Jap-
anese children, that Japanese attend
the high school with white children,
and that the entire affair was caused
by Japenese men who desired to en-
ter school along with white girls and
boys, which will not be permitted.

Senator Rayner's resolution aaya:
"That in the opinion of the senate the
government has no right to enter into
controversy with any foreign govern-
met relating to the public school sys-
tem of any of the states in the union,
that no treaty rights with Japan have
been violated, and that further, that
it is the duty of the president of he
United Startles to notify the government
of Japan, and to notify any foreign* gov-
ernment with which the question may
arise, that the public educational In-
stitutions of the states are not within
the jurisdiction of the United States
and the United States has mo power to
regulate or supervise their administra-
tion.”

{ MISSISSIPPI NEWS )
Murdered by a Negro.

Wes Young, a negro, shot and killed
A. F. Middagh, a well-known Chicago
man, who is interested in a real estate
company in Vicksburg. The killing
occurred at Valley Park, in Warren
county, and was absolutely without
provocation, as Middagh had never
known the negro and had but a short
while before the murder stepped off the
train at Valley Park, where he bad
gone to hunt. Young and a number of
other negroes had been discussing race
troubles. Young, drawing his pistol,
said, “If I got in trouble with a white
man I would do this way,” and with
this remark he aimed his pistol at
Middagh and flred. Death was almost
instantaneous.

Cash, from Convicts.
The report of Warden Henry of the

penitentiary for the month of Novem-
ber shows the receipts for cotton, cot-
tonseed and other articles and products
sold for the month. There were 743
bales of cotton sold, which netted the
sum of $50,100.50, but exclusive of the
last sale of 1,255 bales, which was not
consummated in time to be included in
the November report. The sale of seed,
cattle and wood brought a further sum
of $10,093.24, and the sum total for the
month was $65,593.74, which compares
favorably with any November previous.

Murder Mystery.
The lifeless body of John Brown, a

well-known brick mason, was found
lying across a log in a vacant lot in the
restricted district of Hattiesburg.
Following so closely upon the murder
of Alex Malone and P. C. Lydell, both
of whom are thought to have been put
out of the way by persons who make
their headquarters in the restricted ter-
ritory, there is some talk of a concert-
ed movement on the part of the public
to wipe out this district.

Ethel Byrd Acquitted.
The trial of Ethel Byrd, a nephew of

Congressman Byrd, for the killing of
J. 11. Rideout in Philadelphia, Neshoba
county, resulted in a verdict of acquit-
tal. The case awakened wide interest
on account of the prominence of the
parties involved and the array of legal
talent on both sides, Senator McLaurin
and Congressman Byrd being among
the lawyers for the defense.

Mississippi’s Cotton Crop.
Secretary Woods of the Mi&sissippi

division of the Southern Cotton Asso-
ciation has issued a summary of Mis-
sissippi’s crop condition up to Dec. 1,
which is based on reports from almost
every cotton-growing county in the
State. The estimated amountof cotton
remaining unpicked in the fields up to

Dec. 1, in the State, is 148,722 bales;
that estimated as in sight, 1,177,306,
and the total estimated yield for the
crop of 1906 is 1,325,958 bales.

Penitentiary Trustees.
-Gov. Vardaman has appointed J. C.

Crosby of Monroe, Howard Jones of
Hinds and C. C. Smith of Claiborne as
a board of trustees to assume manage-
ment of the penitentiary on January 1.
All three are successful and well-known
planters. The appointee for the more
important and exacting position of su-
perintendent is Charles S. Neyland of
Wilkinson county, who is also a planter
of known ability and success.

Italian Colony poming.
The first colony of Italian immigrants

to make Brookhaven their home have
been located and will arrive early in
the summer, fully fifty strong, and set-
tle on the 160 acres of land purchased
by Pareti Bros, of New Orleans. They
will commence truck farming, shipping
their entire crop to New Orleans.

Canning Factory at Durant.
A canning factory has been organ-

ized at Durant with a capital of SIO,OOO.
This will be a great boon for Durant,
as there are many truck, fruit and
strawberry growers around the place,
and many car loads of this stuff rot in
the field on account of low prices.

State Immigration League.
A call has been issued for a confer-

ence to be held at Jackson on Dec. 17
and 18, when a carefully prepared plan
will be submitted, outlining the steps
to be taken to secure immigration and
proposing the formation of a State Im-
migration League on business lines.

Walter Clark at Oxford.
President Walter Clark of the Mis-

sissippi Cotton Association, addressed
a representative assembly of farmers
and business men, In which he spoke of
the origin and aims of the association
and its past accomplishments.

New Bank.
Anew bank and trust company has

been organized at Brookhaven with a
capital of SIOO,OOO.

“M’amie have you been hear what
dey say about Bete-noire?”

“Qu’ est-ce?” demanded Madame
Lanese.

“Dey say,” Madame Spigolet’s voice
lowered, “dey say he’s been shoot de
crap.”

Madame Lanese swallowed the
shock grimly. “Seems like Bete-noire
just love to do what he ought not.”

Madame Spigolet continued. “When
my old man ask him about das, he
laugh and show him dollar. Call it
‘easy money.’ My old man say he
learn dose words down to Still. He
say all dose young woods-riders talk
like das. I wish me das still catch fire
and burn up.”

Madame Lanese was a woman of
few words and no apostrophes.

“Dame,” she said tersely. “If Bete-
noire going shoot de crap like one
negah, he ain’t going come see Made-
line.”

“Bete-noire,” assented Madame Spig-
olet.

Eh bien, the thought of Henri al-
ways did suggest his nickname. His
head was red, his skin like skimmed
milk, his eyes like bits of brown fire;
but madame, his mother, had renamed
him before he was knee high. Such
a wilfull little plague he was, forever
doing the most unexpected things—-
“Bete-noire.”

And the bigger Henri grew the bet-
ter the nickname suited him. A laugh-
ter-loving, dare-devil, honest and gen-
erous, and wild as the wind. If it was
a boat race, the boat he sailed would
win—if she did not go to the bottom.
If It was a horse race, the horse he
rode would lead by a neck—if it did
not break a leg. But. yes! betting was
always interesting when Bete-noire
was in the running. No wonder the
Bayou loved him; no wonder it shook
the sorrowful head when he fell from
grace. And after that crap-shooting,
fall from grace Bete-noire did as flat
as ever angel fell. Even M. Lanese
shook the head.

“Das ain’t right, shoot crap like
one negah. No, sir; das ain’t right,”
he said to his wife; and Madame La-
nese said briefly to Madeline, her
daughter, that she would not speak
with Bete-noire any more.

Madeline made answer: “I been told
Bete-noire I make marry wit’ him
when he build house.” ’

“You can’t make marry wit’ boy das
do like one negah.”

“I’m going make marry wit’ Bete-
noire when he gets house built.”

“Ha! Das what you t’ink maybe;
but me, I say non, non, non!”

Madeline said nothing.
Madame Lanese sought her friend.
“Par Madonne!” ejaculated Madame

Spigolet, when she had heard the
story. “And Madeline, she say—-
yes?”

“But me, I say non, non, non!” Ma-
dame Lanese felt a little proud of her
volubility. She had never done it
before.

“And what she say den?”
“Not’lng.” Madame relapsed Into

brevity. “Just go on peeling ’taters.
Dam ’taters!” she declared, rather un-
fairly, for the potatoes had not been
that way at all. Madame Spigolet was
concerned with the situation:

“Mais ciel! She can’t make marry
if you say no.”

“She make her age in five years
and den—”

“Bein! Das long time, five years, if
you young. Tell Bete-noire he can’t
come see Madeline till she make her
age.”

Sait! But Bete-noire, notified that
he should not invade M. Lanese’s
front gallery, joyfully invaded M. La-
nese’s cornfield, where Madeline was
pulling fodder before sun-up, and joy-
fully took Madeline Into his arms.

“Don’t you bot’er, Bebe. I’m going
build house for you tout-do-suite.”

Madeline said “Yes” contentedly.
She had not a doubt but what he
would. Eh, bein! It Is so comforting
to feel that one’s lover is the biggest
and bravest man on the Bayou.

Under pressure of her faith'ln“hiin,
Bete-noire resolved to do what no
other boy on the Bayou had ever
done—go away from home to make
his fortune. Ten miles from the Ba-
you, he learned, there was a factory
that paid three dollars and twenty
cents a barrel for shrimp; and that
ten barrels was a not unusual day’s
catch. More money in that than In
dipping turpentine for 30 cents a bar-
rel, or burning coal for S4O a kiln. Ha!
he would go to work for the factory.

When Bete-noire ran his boat along-
side the factory wharf they told him
he must go to the notary and get a
license, and he went, wondering reck-
lessly what license might be. But
when he saw the bit of paper and un-
derstood that he would have to pay
some money for it, he perceived that
it was much like the “tifitate” old
man Rene showed whenever he want-
ed to get out of working the roads.
Ha! a certificate is no bad thing to
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have! Bete-noire put It In hla pocket
and sailed away. His dago assistant
sat down in the bow and said noth-
ing. What could he say, unless he
meant to lose his day s work, or,
rather, day’s pay for Idleness?

Blithely unconscious of the evil sig-
nificance that hung over the empty
scene, Bete-noire set his man and
himself to work. Shrimp were plen-
tiful, yet, save a sail in the offing, no
other boat was In sight. The dago
watched the sail, Bete-noire did not.
He had come there to catch shrimp,
and he was catching them when a
boat swooped alongside and a gentle-

man, uninvited, came aboard.
“Seem to be catching some shrimp,

said this gentleman, dryly.
“Yes, sir,” returned Bete-noire po-

litely, “I been catch some, me!”
“Well, you are going to stop It, you

know?”
“Ha?” questioned Bete-noire pleas-

antly.
“You, nor no other man ain’t going

to fish shrimp out of these here waters
for three, twenty a barrel.”

“Yes, sir,” said Bete-noire, “das
what I get, me. T’ree, twenty a barrel.”

“Well, you shan’t, do you under-
stand?”

Bete-noire bethought him of his cer-
tificate and drew it out.

“Ain’t dat ’tifitate all right?” he de-
manded.

“That paper’s got nothing to do with
it. You got to throw them shrimp
back in the water and go home.”

“Ha?” said Bete-noire. The dago
began to grin but the delegate didn’t
understand the tone. He swore sharp-
ly.

“I’ll show you what I mean, thick-
head.” and seizing a shovel he threw a
peck of shrimp overboard. The next
instant he dropped the shovel and
dove head-first after those shrimp.

As his boat-man pulled the delegate
in a voice low-pitched and vibrant put
the question: “You going get out; you
going die?” and the steady aim of the
rifle put a point to the question.

The boat-man dropped to his oars.
It was sometime before he even took
breath to say disgustedly over his
shoulder: “Didn’t you know no better
than to make a ’Cajan mad?”

By and by other boats came out on
the bay; some hailed him cheerily,
some went, sullen, by. Bete-noire did
not notice. He was busy and so was
the Dago now. And when he got in
with his load everybody seemed busy
with hkn. He shook his hand, they
bragged about his catch, they helped
him unload, they showed him where to
get his checks. And when the man at
the window had pushed out the checks,
he too, shook hands with Bete-noire
and said genially: “The boss wants
to see you.”

“Where I find him. If you please?”
“In yonder.”
As Bete-noire entered the office, the

bookkeeper said significantly: “Here’s
that read-headed ’Cajan.”

The boss dropped his paper and
arose: “Ah, Mr. Bete-noire they tell
me you made a fine catch.”

“Yes, sir; t’ank you. I do pretty
good, me,” and Bete-noire, smiling,
shook hands for the twentieth time.

“I understand—ah —that you had
some trouble out there.”

“Trouble?” No, sir; I didn’t have no
trouble. No trouble ’tall. Water still,
plainty shrimp—ten barrels. Every-
t’ing all right.”

The boss bit his beard. “Ah? I un-
derstand that someone tried to throw
your shrimp overboard.”

Bete-noire’s fine teeth flashed with
fun: “Yes, sir; das what he say. But,
me, I t’row damfool overboard.”

A roar of laughter rang through the
factory and Bete-noire joined joyously
in the joy of it. It was worth even a
peck of shrimp.

“Well,” he said courteously, “I reck-
on, me, I better be going.”

A heavy hand clapped his shoulder.
“Yes, sir! You better be going wit'
me. I got wagon here for you.” It
was M. Lanese. He had come to town
to trade hides for cot’-meal and had
been greeted on all sides with how
Bete-noire had “broke strike.” Mon-
sieur never stopped to question wheth-
er it was a good thing or no to break
a strike. He just let himself go with
gladness and said td everybody that
would listen: “Yes, sir; das great
chap, das Bete-noire. Great chap,
sho! He’s going make marry wit’ my
ill* gal. And I reckon, me, he break*
strike all right. He’s always break*
somet’ing.”

And the craps? Eh, bien! When a
man makes a fine catch shall not his
sins be forgiven him?
(Copyright, 1906, by Daily Story Pub. Cos.)

Chicks.
“I sometimes think that these mor-

tal beings ought to remain babies all
their lives,” said the angel. “If you
inquire closely into* them,” replied the
other angel, “you will find that most
of them do.”


