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Small Fruits for Home I’se 

Horticulturist A. II. McKay. Missis- 
sippi Agricultural College 

Strawberres, blackberries and 
raspberries, in the order named, 
are the small fruits best adapt- 
ed to garden culture in our 

climate. Strawberries and black- 
berries do well almost every- 
where in Mississippi. Rasp- 
berries succeed better in the 
northern, than in the southern, 
portion, perhaps, but with care 

in the selection of varieties and 
with good attention, an abun- 
dance of this delicious Iruit for 
the family may be produced in 

almost every garden. 
While almost any soil that 

will grow the common garden 
vegetables win answer, tbc ber- 
ries named arc all clay loving 
fruits; and succeed best on a 

fTne-grained. rather compact soil 
that will absorb and retain a 

large quantity of moisture. Soil 
of medium fertility is best for 
strawberries and blackberries; 
the richer, the better for rasp- 
berries. 

Tbe picking season for straw- 

berries in central Mississippi 
begins about April 10th and con- 

tinues from five to ten weeks, 
lapping well onto the raspberry 
and blackberry harvest. The 
three fruits should furnish fresh 
berries for the table daily from 
three to four months each sea- 

son. A family of six should cat 

at least one gulloti of berries 
each day. (Granting that the 
season lasted only one hundred 

days, one hundred gallons of her- 

rics w'ould be consumcd. At an 

average price of 10 cents per 
quart, $4o would be the money 
required to purchase these ber- 
ries in the market. 

Berries from one’s own gar- 
den, where they may remain on 

the plants until just right for the 
table, arc not to be compared to 
the very best to be had from the 
markets. If it were possible for 
all the markets in all the villages 
end towns of the State to keep a 

supply of fresh fruit on hand all 
the time, and if they should 
offer berries without money and 
without price, it would be im- 

possible for the major part of 
the population to avail them 
selves of the gift. Fruit in sea- 

son should not be regarded as a 

luxury, it is a necessity. 
Granting this to be a fact, pos- 

sibly the suggestions given may 
help the readers of this article 

grow all the berries they can 

possibly use at home and at 

small cost. 

One hundred and twenty-five 
square yards, or about one-for- 
tieth of an acre is sufficient area 

in strawberries for a family of 
six. Give about the name area 

to raspberries and to blackber- 
ries. For strawberries this 
will give five rows three feet 

apart and seventy-five feet long. 
Setting the plants 18 inches 
apart in the row, 250 plants will 
set the patch. 

The same area will allow three 
rows of raspberries and two of 
blackberries each 75 feet long. 
Raspberry and blackberry plants 

1 

should be set about 5<> inches 
apart in the row. 

Before planting is done the 
soil should be deeply stirred and 

thoroughly pulverized. Novem- 
ber for fall planting and Febru- 

ary 15 to March 15 for spring 
planting arc usually successful 
However, with strawberries 
planting mav begin early in the 
fall, say October first, and may 
continue as late as March 15. 
Avoid setting such plants during 
freezing weather or during mid- 
winter. Strawberries set du- 
ring the fall will produce quite 
a nice little crop of fruit the fol- 
lowing spring. If fruit is de- 
sired the first spring, strawber- 

ry plants may be set six inches 
apart in the drill, instead of IS 
an au vised a dove. 

Cultivation should begin early 
in the spring. No set of iron- 
clad rules should be followed 

closely, differences in latitude, 
seasons, soil, etc., render it nec- 

essary '.o vary rules to harmon- 
ize as nearly as possible with 
circumstances. As with pota- 
toes, cabbage and other garden 
vcgetaolcs, cultivate sufficiently 
often to keep the soil in good 
tilth and free from grass and 
weeds. Cultivation the first 
season is usually continued until 
the approach of cool fall weather. 

No winter protection is re- 

quired for any of these fruits in 
this latitude. During mid-win- 
ter, however, it is well to apply 
a light mulch of straw or cotton 

seed bulls to the strawberries. 
This should be placed immedi- 

atclv around and bt to .-n the 
plants anti in no rase should it 
cover the center buds. Such a 

mulch wiJ keep down grass to 

some extent. preserve moisture, 
prevent crusting of the surface 
and keep the fruit free from 
sand. 

As to varieties, it is best, per- 
haps, to depend on no single 
kind. With strawberries, at 
least three varieties—one early, 
one mid-season and one late— 
should be found in the planting. 
Klondykc, Lady Thompson and 

Gandy, in the order named, are 

among the best varieties so far 
tested at the College. Lxcelsior 
might be added for the sake of 
having very -arly fruit, but it is 
not one of the best table sorts. 

For raspberries, Turner and 
Cuthbert for red, and Spring- 
field and Gregg for black, will 
give a good succession. Dallas, 
Merscreau and Kittatinny are 

three good varieties of blackber- 
ries. The Frio and Austin dew- 
berries might be added fer very 
early ripening. 

The difficulty in growing rasp- 
berries successfully is to hold 
the foliage during our long and 
sometimes hot and dry sum- 

mers. We have found that by 
pruning the plants closely, it is 

easy to develop strong, stocky, 
shrub-like plants rather than 
long, slender branches or canes. 

Properly pruned, the plants re- 

quire no support. Pruning 
should begin when the plants 
are twelve to fifteen inches high. 
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