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The Home Orchard 

H i' ii ult ii ;*>! A. 11. Mi K»v, Agrieul 
luisl College. Mi.ionnippi. 

Ii is j fa^i to he deplored Uut 
%<» Idtie attention ih bring paid 
in MiHHissippi to the matter of 

growing orchard fruits for home 
use. Hut little space is required. 
Jtdoesiosta few dollars and a 

little labor to purchase a nice 

assortment of trees, and to plant 
them properly; hut the cost in 
til Hley and iahor an compared 
with the profits m foil a trifle. 
Two and a half to five years, as 

the case may t e, is the period 
necessary to firing trees into 

hearing. Meanwhile proceeds 
from garden and field crops 
grown in the orchaid should 
tn fro than pa* ad expense*, in* 

< iudtng Uic cost of the trees, 

planting and cultivating, until 
the first fruit crop is harvested. 

In the selection of varieties of 
each fruit the aim sltou'd fie to 

secure the best for ra* h period 
of ripening from the beginning 
to th»* end of the hai vest. I**or 
instance, ripe peaches may be 
had tn this latitude from May 

November 1. Two bun* 
dri d varieties covering this per- 
iod might fie turned, twenty-five 
of which ripen, we will say, from 

duly Id to July 2d, It is 
useless to think of planting m 

the home orchard, even one tree 

of each <d the best of the twenty- 
fi * e kinds. 

11 a v mg decided on the number 

of peach trees you will plant, so 

distribute the kinds as to have 

iipe fiuit >n smaller or in larger 

quantities as desired throughout 
the entire peach season. < >b* 
serve the same rule with other 
fruits. 

1 * antiot urge too strongly 
the matter of purchasing trees, 
vines and other plants directly 
from the growers themselves. 
There are some reliable tree 

peddlers, perchance; but beware 
ot the oily-tongued, kid-gloved 
man who drives to your home, 
aiights from a carriage much 
better than yon can afford, wants 
“but a moment of your time." 
because he knows • 

your time is 
valuable." while he proceeds to 
show you exaggerated pictures 
or samples of “fine fruit not to 
be found in anv other nursery.'* 
..I. -_ 
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usually in another state. As a 

rule, the further you are in the 
country and the longer you per- 
mit him to “prove hcyond doubt 
that this peach, th.»* strawberry 
an<l thi- other apple are just as 

represented and just what you 
want and cannot all *nl t<* leave 
off the list," the m »re apt he is 
to sell you something at fifty 
cents to .» dollar a tree that is not 

worth space on your ground. 
Some years ago I assisted in 

putting up some specimens 
of fine strawherries for a couple 
of these gentlemen (?) that they 
might carry them back to-to 
show the people of- state the 
kind of strawberries grown over 

m 'Mississippi. The following 
spring we were invited to a 

nearby neighbor’s to hoc a small 

patch of strawberries which, 
when in bracing, would usher in 

a new era in the berry business 

jin that section. t’pon inspec- 
tion, the plants proved to be 
Wilson’s Albany, a kind then be- 

ing discarded for better varie- 

ties. I’pon ‘{uestioning our 

igood, honest neighbor, who had 
not much of this world’s goods, 
the fact deve oped ’hat on the 
very day we gave the berries 
to the parties mentioned these 
selfsame specimens were shown 
our neighbor, who at once gave 
Ins order. Just to introduce 
them into the neighborhood” 
(this was the first order they 
had tried to secure from these 
samples) “the price to you will 
be only $5 tni per hundred.” 

He might have secured thou- 
Hands of Ailsons Albany plants 
in the neighborhood for the dig- 
ging. Too late when his mis- 
take was discovered! The 
aforesaid gentlemen (?) w *rc no 

longer doing business in Missis- 

sippi. 
I believe it was I*. T. K.trnum 

who said, "The American peo- 
ple love to be humbugged." 
Certainly too many nurserv 

agents abroad in this stale are 

taking Mr. Harnum at his word. 
Only a short while ago at a 

farmers’ institute in the north- 
ern part of Mississippi, several 

parties present staled that they 
had paid tree agents from fifty 
cents to one dollar each for 
Klberta peach trees. Some of 
these “dollar" trees have pro- 
duced peaches, but not Klbertas- 
Almost any of our home nurse- 

ries would gladly fill your orders 
for Klbertas, true to name, for 

ten to 12> cents per tree by the 
do/on or at a lower j t ce per 
h iiml red. 

I-et me sunnest that it takes 
•it least two to iraki* a bargain. 
“f»ive the devil his dues.” 

hose lault, if not your own, 
that you were duped.' Judged 
t»v what we do in .m h matters, 
wilful ignorance is too often the 
only plausible excuse we can ot- 
ter for the had judgement exer- 

cised. In this day of agricultu- 
ral awakening the individual 
who ret uses to keep step to the 
march of progress should drop 
from the ranks and he content 
to see the army of loyal subjects 
no forward to the front and to 
their reward. Life is too short 

.in <>uipjisii inucn in any 
branch <>t agriculture by one's 
own effort. He needs and must 
have the combined assistance of 
the best workers in the field. 
To obtain this help he must 

read, think over and practice 
the good lie discovers in the ex- 

perience of others. Not infre- 
quently in a short paragraph in 
a good agricultural paper may 
he found a suggestion which, if 
heeded, would be worth more to 
the reader than ten times the 
subscription price foe the paper. 
One hour spent at a farmers’ 
meeting or in conversation 
with a neighbor who is a 

successful producer of the arti- 
cle you would grow might save 

to you many hours of toil along 
the line you might otherwise 
have adopted. 

Seemingly the above para- 
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