
H<AV TO LESSEN YOUR WINTER TROUBLES 

WITH POULTRY. 

Dampness in the poultry house Is one trouble 
that must be especially guarded against during 
winter. The curtain front, or open front, house 

is good in this respect, since the free circulation 
of air carries moistures out of the house. Of 

course, it is supposed that the house will be so 

built that rain cannot beat in. If rain can beat 

in, the house will be damp in wet weather, the 

very time that a dry house would be worth most. 

Another thing that is taken for granted is that 

good drainage exists about the house. If drain- 

age is lacking, the house cannot be kept dry, ns 

water will soak in around the bottom edge* of 
the building. If one will take the trouble to fill 
in the floor of the house with earth till eight 
Inches higher than the ground level outside, wa- 

ter cannot easily soak Into the house with only 
moderately good drainage outside. If gravel Is 
on the bottom of the house water cannot soak up 
through it higher than the water level ohtside 
Finer earth can be thrown on the gravel, to make 
a good smooth surface. When raising the floor 
by filling in. be sure that all manure is first dug 
out. By both drawing moisture and by rotting. 

HAVE COMFORTABLE PERCHES Vi>R YOl'R 

HENS. 

While the hen gets off her roost at an early- 
hour In the morning, ahe also goes back to roost 

at an early hour In the evening. On the whole, 
she spends a good part of her life on the roost; 
and the more comfort she get* out of this com- 

paratively large roosting part of her life, the bet- 

ter will she feel when she la off the roost. 

J» 
Since mites breed so much faster on roosts that 

are rough, it Is economy to get pinned lumber 
and round off the corners for at loast half an Inch 
from the edge. Many good pouitrymeu claim that 
fewer birds will suffer from corns in the bottom 
of their feet If the scantling Is turned over, so 

that the widest side of the two by four Is up. 
Still more claim that a wide roost like this will 
tend to avoid crooked breast-bones, frequently 
caused by the yielding breast-bones of young 
birds resting on a sharp perch. If one does not 

feel like buying two by fours, he can get pole* 
out of the woods and pee! them, so that they will 
be too smooth for mites to Qnd many good breed- 
ing places on them. These polo* may be from 
two to four Inches through. 

J* 
The arrangement of the roosts also largely In- 

fluences the comfort of the birds. We not infre- 
quently see them placed so that the one In front 

A VARIETY OF TIMELY POULTRY NOTES. 

Chicks well hatched are half raised. 

Breeders not In good health will not give eggs 
that will hatch vigorous chicks. 

Feeding young chicks is Important, but of less 
importance than the care they have. 

The enrly birds are the hens that And a market 
willing to take them at a good price. 

In preparing for young birds, the breeding 
stock is the first thing to be considered. 

Cloanlineas is a necessary part of raising chicks, 
especially when a large number nre together. 

Many prefer two-year-old hens for breeders. 
At least have yearling hens well developed If they 
are the breeders. 

An Incubator will get broody earlier in the 
season than a ben. and will stay by the eggs if 
it has a good care-taker to assist. 

Those who feed bread crumbs to young chicks 
will do welt to moisten the bread with skim milk 
instead of with water. 
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ii Hemes tne air. Kepiacc it wn* clean earth. 

Ji 
Drinking vessels should ho arranged so that 

water will not bo scattered from them all over 

the house, to make the air damp and uncomfort- 
able for the birds. While on the subject of 
drinking vessels, it might be noted that thev need 
(-cabling nnd thorough washing occasionally, even 

in winter. When fowls can step In them. It Is of- 
ten clone and the water Is then no longer whole- 
some for drinking. 

Jl 
Damp quarters will give fowl* rheumatism It 

will do that for even water fowl A hen that Is 
In pain I* no more in condition to do her work of 
laying eggs than 1* a man in condition to do his 
work If he is in pain with rheumatism Comfort 
for layers Is profit for their owner, cannot be re- 

lented too often It Is the h<>n that more* about 
full of good feeling and health, that is the heavy 
layer. If she is in good condition all winter, she 
will also lay egg* that will, hatch better a little 
later and make strong, quick growing chicks if 
the house Is (bmp and *he escape* the rheuma- 
tism, she will still be uncomfortable while m the 
house. If a man will sit down In a damp cellar 
awhile, he will note hosr uncomfortable fowl* 
must be wh*-n In a damp house This matter of 
comfort for poultry I* not mere financial *eni| 
ment. but hard horse sense. Increasing the revc 

nuc. 
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now and then It Is apparent that the 

common designations of poultry to indicate dlf 
ferent ages are not generally understood. The 
old term of rooster is purely American: and if 
heard by an Englishman, he might think th" talk- 
• r was speaking !j»tln. While American English 
Is ordinarily good enough for Americans. It doe* 
not show the age of the bird to an American even 
when one speaks of a rooster The show room 

people, the rai*ers of fancy fowls, first got to us 

jug the term that la used In England for a root 
ter that Is, rock to show the bird Is more than 
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u rooster not over a year old These terms were 
not long In coming into rather general use in 
America even outulde of the show-room nnd 
among those who make no effort to raise fancy 
birds. 

Jt 
Likewise, hen was used for a female over one 

year old. These are very convenient term* to use 
when one wishes to advertise chickens, since when 
one rends of cock or cockerel, or hen or pullet, or 
hears another speak either of the words, there Is 
no doubt as to either the sex. or as far as the 
first year Is concerned, as to the age of the bird 

Ji 
Words rarely come into general use unless they 

fill a need that others do not fill; and this Is par 
tlctilarly true of these four poultry terms. That 
they are not generally understood. Is clenr from 
the fact that the writer has explained the mean- 
ing of one or another of them at the request of 
no less than a dozen Inquirers within the Inst 
year. It Is not to be supposed that the names of 
hen and rooster will go out of vogue except when 
UBed with the meaning they have long had In the 
minds of most persons; but. none the less, the 
four other terms serve a good iMirpos*. and one 
should not avoid their use from fear that he Is 
using words lhat are toy fine for every-day use. 

tit lower man ino-otnera. wmir those farther hack 
are each higher than the one Just In front of It 
It seem* that our domestic fowl* that are given 
to roosting on perrhe*. In spite of all the change* 
the) have undergone, have not Jo*t their desire 
to get so high from the ground that enemie* of 
the four-footed kind cannot Jump up and grab 
them off the perch, and they all want to be on the 
top perch If all the perche* are not on the same 
level, the whole flock will want to be at the top 
Th»se that go to roost first get on the top perch, 
and succeeding one* try to crowd them*eive* up 
»Mh them, maybe fly un their back*. A strug- 
gle take* place that should be avoided Have 
>our perche* on a level, or have enough lop 
perches for all the fl«»<k. 

Jfl 
The perche* should not bo near doors or any 

other openings that would cause drafts to strike 
the font* ft Is also a bad Idea to have a perch 
v«*r) close to the aide of a building, since in cold 
weather the cold wall make* a bird colder on one 

side than on the other, Ineven heating or cool- 
ing of the body I* always detrimental. Mere 
coldness in dry quarter* la not very serious, if it 
1* equally cold In all directions; but coldne** in 
one spot breeds trouble a* fast a* a rough perch 
will breed mite* 

s 
perche* high from the ground are undesirable 

When the hen trie* to fly down from a high perch 
In a house, the walls of the building do not let 
her fly out far enough to let herself down lightly, 
and she must Jump down Kiperlenced poultry- 
men »ay this bruise* the bottom of her feet and 
tend* to develop corns there, or may break the 
shell of an unlaid egg, a mishap that may prove 
very serious, possibly causing the death of the 
n«’« anynooy suspecting wnat me trouble 
I# Thne and a half feet Is not a bad height for 
perches In a building If the building Is small, 
reduce the height. If It Is felt that low perches 
will make It inconvenient to clean out the build- 
ing. arrange them so that they can be pushed out 
of the way. 
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Poultry suffer greatly if they do not have plenty 
of good shade to shield them from the rays of the 
sun The poultry quarters are too close and of- 
ten too filthy to be cool and comfortable on hot 
summer days ls»t the birds have good shade 
where the air will be pure and where breetes will 
play freely. Fruit bushes or fruit trees will an- 
swer the purpose well, and the birds will help 
the trees by fertilising them and by destroying 
many harmful Insect*. 

Jt 
This subject I* brought up at thl* time, be- 

muse trees or bushes can be set out to advantage 
now and will give some shade by the time the 
poultry must have It. Hushes that brunch out 
near the ground will do even more for poultry. 
They will largely keep hawks from pouncing down 
on their victims, liuwkn do not like to dive Into 
secluded spots after anything, and the poultry 
resting under the low branches will be safe from 
hawks. No combination Is better than poultry 
nnd fruit tree* or bushes any bush larger than 
the strawberry. 
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the rhicks till they learn to run back to the heat 
and warm up. One bad chilling may ruin a chick's 
usefulness 

The prepared chick feed found at poultry sup- 
ply houses may cost more than other feed, but 
generally net# more profit, as more chicks lire 
and hare more rigor, 

Kor hatching, select only such egg# as are of 
normal sire and of norma) shape Very large or 

very small egg* or those of freakish shape or with 
freakish shells should always be rejected. 

All breed# and varieties of fowls hare some 

fowls that hare much less or much more rigor 
than the average for Its class, and may be expect- 
ed to hare offspring of like nature. Select breed- 
ers with care. 

The downy feather# of chick# do not shed wa- 
ter like the feathers of old fowls, and chicks can- 

not stand so much dampness as old fowls. The 
poultry man's head will hare to do the thinking 
for the little fellows, and keep them where It Is 
dry 

|>o not feed young bird# till they are at least 
one or two days old. They absorb the yelk short- 
ly before tearing the shell, and that gives all the 
nourishment their systems can use for some lime 

| It Is certainly leas trouble not to mix wet 
mashes or cook feed for small birds, and they 
will do as welt on dry. uncooked feed. Cooked or 
wet feed leaves dirtier eating vessel* or feeding 
places, more sour stuff lying around to start di- 
gestive troubles; so. why take the trouble to do 
a lot of unnecessary work? 

If necessary, call the flock, get new breeders, 
order eggs for hatching, clean up the quarters, 
make good preparations for a new start In better 
poultry, resolve to make this the best poultry 
year of your life, give the flock reasonable care 
and plant crops that can be used by them for 
feed, and keep down expenses while Increasing 
the output. There's good money In poultry and 
the farmer has the best opportunity to pocket It 
If ho will make up bis mind to do so. 
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'I he roads, the every-day dirt roads of 
Mississippi, over which the products of 
the soil reach the point of export to the 
market points abroad, should be the 
backbone and strengthening of the Com- 
monwealth. for as the roads are, so will 
the progress be; they are the regulators 
of freight and the creators of markets, 
and once established they save to the 
producers many times their value and 
cost.—-From Governor Vardanian's ad- 
dress to the Farmers' Union. 
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