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Text:—"Not by might, nor by power, but 

by My Spirit, salth the Lord of Hosts."— 
Zocli. 4:4. 

"God worka in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.” 

The magic wand of the good fairy 
of my boyhood story book always held 
a peculiar fascination for me. That 
the simple waving of the rod in the 
hands of the little creature could ac- 

complish such wonderful things so 

easily and so quickly impressed me 

scry deeply, and I sighed for the fairy’s 
talisman that, would make of life such 
on easy problem. It seemed such a 

desirable thing to be able io do things 
ffis the fairy did, and my imaginative 
mind pictured all the good deeds I 

lyould perform if the fairy’s wand w ere 

placed in my hand. Little then did I 

think, as I pored over the fascinat- 

ing stories and spent hours in idle 

dreaming, that the wonderful things 
in the fairy story had their realization 
in the spiritual realm, and that the 

potency of the fairy’s wand was as 

tiothimr in comparison with the mar- 

velous o]«?rations of the Spirit of God. 
It was the Spirit, of God moving 
through the rod in Moses’ hand 
which wrought such mighty wonders 
in the presence of Pharaoh, which 

opened a way through the Ked sea. 

which made the hard rocks of the wil- 
derness yield their gushing waters, 
which gave the Israelites the victory 
over the Amalekites. It was the Spirit 
Qf God that circled the city of Jericho 
it> answer to the obedient tread of 
God’s people and that rang out in the 
Shout and the trumpet blast and laid 
the massive walls of the heathen 

stronghold low upon the ground. It 
was the Spiritof God that moved in the 
times of the judges and wrought 
mighty deliverances for God’s op- 
pressed people. It was the Spirit of 
God which on the day of Pentecost 
transformed a handful of simple- 
1) ear ted, ignorant disciples into fluent 
linguists preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
dh rist in every known tongue. It was 

the Spirit of God which wrought such 
mighty wonders through the instru- 
mentality of the djsciples in the early 
days of the church. It is the Spirit of 
God Whose tracings can be discovered 
running through the sacred pages of 
God’s Word from Genesis to ltevela- 
tion. More marvelous and fascinating 
is it all than the most extravagant 
fairy tale. The latter is naught but a 

tale, but the former is the truth and 
majesty and power of God. 

There are two reasons why man 

fails to understand and appreciate the 
operations of the Spiritof Qod: First, 
because he does not know God’s will, 
and, second, because he is an alien 
from the righteousness of God; for the 
Spirit of God always operates along 
the line of God’s will and moves within 
the sphere of His perfect righteous- 
ness. In this materialistic age man’s 
will shuts out the vision of the will of 
God and man’s self-righteousness and 
self-esteem render him insensible to 
the righteousness of God, and hence 
the “might and power” of man is un- 

duly magnified and emphasized and 
the workings of God’s Spirit are lost 
Eight of. But nevertheless it is the 
of Arnrt! ri n il iinnl)Qnfrn>il\ln t- 11 zif 

God that it is “not by might, nor by 
ppwer of man,” but by the Spirit of 
(iod, that the purposes of God are 

jprought out through men. 

Zerubbabel, to* whom the words of 
our text were sent through the proph- 
et Zechariah, had been called to a 

great work by the Lord. The task of 
rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem 
end the restoring of the temple had 
rested upon him. After the first burst 
of enthusiasm of the people incident to 
the return from captivity and the rees- 

tablishment of their homes in Jerusa- 
lem, the work of rearing the city’s pro- 
tecting wall and restoring the temple 
lagged. Zerubbabel felt the burden of 
the gigantic task. As Christian peo- 
ple are always so prone to do, he came 

]to feel that he was carrying the burden 
all al»ue. That it all depended upon 
kim, if the walk were completed and 
the temple reconstructed. And in 
proportion as he took his eyes off God 
and looked within himself for the pow- 
er and ability to carry on the great 
work, he became discouraged and per- 
liaps was almost ready to give up in 
disgust. He did not have the sympathy 
and cooperation of the inhabitants of 
the city as was his right to demand 
and expect. He doubtlesstried to push 
and drive (hem to the completion of 
the task which he knew God had set 
him to accomplish. Perhaps he set to 
scolding them in the impatience of his 
discouragement. Perhaps he went as 

far as some Christians do when facing 
difficulties similar to those of Zerub- 
babel, and threatened to quit and go 
back to the easier surroundings of the 
Babylonian home. And just at the 
point when he fully realized how ut- 
terly helpless he was to accomplish the 
task before him, and when, utterly 
discouraged, he was ready to give up, 
God sent His prophet to him with the 
reassuring message that it was “not 

<by the might and power” of a talented 
and able Zerubbabel that the work 
of the Lord was to be completed, but 
(that it was through the mysterious 
and marvelous operations of the Spirit 
of God. 

If the question had been asked of 
Zerubbabel before the word of God 
by His prophet had come to him, as 

to what were the most discouraging 
features of the work he had in hand, 
be would have been able to quickly and 

readily enumerate a score of difficul- 

ties, foremost among them being the 
lack of appreciation by the people of 
the great work he, the eminent Zerub- 

babel, was doing for them, the lack 

Of support he was receiving from them 
In carrying on the work, and the un- 

kindly criticism and strong opposition 
'qkich came from certain quarters of 

city. And human nature has not 

changed a whit since the days of Zerub- 
babel. Christian people everywhere 
fo-day are meeting with discourage- 
ments and delays in the tasks which 
God has given them to do and, Zerub- 

babel-llke, they feel that the whole 1 
burden rests upon them, that they 
are not appreciated, that they are not 
receiving the support it is their right 
to expect, and that the unkindly crit- 
icism and strong opposition met with 
are more than they can endure. They 
become discouraged, they lose heart 
and confidence, they are ready to 
throw up their hands in despair and 
give up the task altogether. It is 
then that God comes, as lie came to 
Zerubbabel, and whispers to the trou- 
bled soul to look away from self and 
the discouragements and learn that it 
Is “not by might, nor by power,” but 
by the Spirit of God that His work 
is to be accomplished. Oh, what a 

lesson to learn! No Christian can do 
constant and successful work for God 
until he has mourned in despair with 
Zerubbabel over the uncompleted wall 
and temple of the task God has given 
him to do, and has finally, in the last 
dying hope of utter discouragement, 
looked up and caught a vision of the 
Eternal God and beheld His omnipo- 
tent arm moving to his aid. 

I imagine I can see Zerubbabel sit- 
ting with bowed head in his home after 
another discouraging day on the city 
wall and amidst the unsightly ruins 
of the temple. It has been a push 
and a drive all day, and apparently 
nothing done. He has been unable to 
inspire the people with a sense of the 
task before them. They are more con- 

cerned about their homes and the 
gratification of their own desires and 
the carrying out of their own plans I 
than thev arp tn rprfnrm wnrV 

of the Lord. lie has just about made 
up his mind that with the morning 
light he will send in his resignation 
and abandon the people to their indif- 
ference and their fate, when lo! a 

gentle tap on the door announces a 

visitor. Without looking up. too dis- 
couraged to be hospitable, or even 
civil, he impatiently bids the waiting 
one to enter. Dear Christian soul, have 
you ever felt as Zerubbabel did that 
night? Have you come home discour- 
aged from Sunday school, from 
church, from young people's meeting, 
from junior meeting, from any of the 
varied forms of religious activity 
which it may be God has called you 
to perform for Him, and thrown your- 
self into a chair or upon the couch 
and, covering your face with your 
hands, given way to your discourage- 
ment? Such experiences come to us 

all. But let us return to Zerubbabel 
and see who his visitor is and what his 
message. 

The door is pushed open and the 
prophet, Zecbariah, enters. A quick 
glance at the bowed figure tells him 
the whole story. God has sent him 
just in time. God always comes when 
the soul is best prepared to receive His 
message and to learn the Divine les- 
son. If the prophet had come a few 
days before, when Zerubbabel was con- 

fidently depending upon himself and 
was planning a new method to arouse 

the people to the task before them, 
his message would not have been re- 

ceived or understood. But now the 
Jewish leader has come to the end 
of his resources. He has tried every- 
thing to make the Lord’s work go. 
Perhaps he had stirred the good la- 
dies up and had tried church suppers 
and bazars on the temple site to en- 

courage the rebuilding. Perhaps he 
had offered prizes out on the city wall 
for the fastest and best worker, or had 
started unique little entertainments, 
sort of side shows, you know, to draw 
the crowds out to the walls in the 
hope that once he had enticed them 
there he could set them to work. And 
so it had gone on, day after day. Each 
day saw a failure of his own plans, 
and each night sleepless eyes and 
wakeful brain sought for new meth- 
ods to be tried on the morrow. Have 
you ever been in poor Zerubbabel’s 
fix? Have you wrestled in such a des- 
perate way with the work of the Lord? 
Well, at last his resourceful brain, and 
his wonderful patience and persever- ; 
ance, failed him. The prophet un- | 
derstands it all as he quickly advances 
across the room through the gather- 
ing gloom. With a tender touch, born 
of the infinite love of God which floods j 
his soul after his wonderful visions, i 
he places his hand upon the bowed i 
head of the discouraged leader, and ; 
speaks in cheery, confident tones: 
“This is the word of the Lord unto i 

Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts. Who art thou, O great j 
mountain (of difficulty)? Before i 
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain; ! 
and he shall bring forth the head- 
stone thereof with shoutings, crying: 
Grace, grace, unto it.” 

Like a drowning man grasps after a 

straw, the soul of Zerubbabel eagerly 
drinks in the prophet’s message. As 
he lifts his head new light bursts in 
upon his s#ul. He is humbled t.* he 
realizes how he has magnified his own 

importance in the Lord’s work and 
has failed to reckon God as a fac- j 
tor in the tasks given him to do. Here 
was a revelation to him of the re- | 
lation which God always sustains to the 
work He gives. His children to do for j 
Him. Here was a powerful factor in j 
the accomplishment of the great pub- j 
lie and religious enterprises which he 
had entirely overlooked. A new hope 
kindled in his breast as he felt the 
arm of God was linked in his to the 
successful completion of the great 
work. It was a different man who 
went out to direct the work on the 
wall and at the temple the next morn- 
ing. Discouragements and difficulties 
became stepping stones to success. He 
knew that what he could not do God’s 
Spirit would do. He knew he did not 
have to scold and drive any more. A 
new light burned in his eye. Con- 
fidence was marked in his every move 
and tone. It was no longer Zerubba- 
bel and God, but God and Zerubbabel. 
The people noted the change. They 
realized their leader had had a revela- 
tion and that a new hope burned with- 
in his breast. And by the mysteri- 
ous workings of the Spirit of God it 
began to spread, until the heavy feet 
and lagging hands became trans- 
formed into quick feet and eager 
hands, and as though by magic the 
walls of the city and the temple be- 
gan to grow. Zerubbabel had learned 
the supremely important lesson of giv- 
ing God a chance. You and I need to 
learn it, too, if we would do successful 
work for Him. Oh, that the message 
that was blazoned upon the heart of 
Zerubbabel might burn itself deep into 
the heart of every Christian: “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

Give God a chance. This sounds 

like rather a startling suggestion 
And it might hastily be concluded 
that it was quite an unnecessary one 
in this advanced ecclesiastical age, 
when some form of religion or other 
is observed and practiced by nearly 
every one, anti when the different de- 
nominations have perfected the ma- 

chinery of their church organizations 
to such a high degree and have all 
their varied forces so well and thor- 
oughly equipped. “Why,” you ex- 

claim, “whenever before has God had 
such a chance as He has to-day? 
Look at the schools, colleges and 
theological seminaries equipping 
young men as never before for God's 
work; look at the wealth and power 
and extended influence of the church; 
look at the great institutional 
churches rearing themselves in every 
larg£ city; look at the great mission- 
ary organizations that collect hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars every 
year and freely spend the same in 
maintaining missionaries in every na- 
tion and every clime; look at the 
great denominational gatherings 
every year, see the enthusiasm, hear 
the report*, take in the scope of the 
enlarged plans for the new yeur, and 
when the mind has in some degree 
grasped the magnificent range of 
Christian activities of the twentieth 
century, turn,” you say, “and study 
the enlarged and improved forces at 
work in the individual churches. 
When has the pastor been so alive 
to the responsibilities, or so thor- I 

ougli in his methods? Whenever be- j 
Sore have his forces been so well or- j 
ganized? The churches have been ! 
equipped with every modern comfort ! 
and convenience, the service has been i 
beautified and the standard of the | 
music rendered raised to meet culti- 
vated and refined tastes. Surely,” i 

you exclaim, “God never before had j 
such an opportunity.” Perhaps? 
Let us seel In the light and thought ! 
of our text may it not be that the 
very argument you have used lo ; 
Drove vnnr noint. flint Onri nmwr Do- 

fore had such a chance may prove a 

boomerang and become an argument 
against you? Is it possible for man 
to do so much that he crowds God 
out and renders llis Spirit inopera- 
tive? Is it possible that the “might 
and power” of the twentieth century 
Christian is making him forget the 
supreme need of reliance upon God 
and preventing patient waiting for 
the cooperation of the Spirit of God? 
Surely the empty pews in thousands 
of churches, the thinning ranks of 
theological students, the feverish 
discussions among churchmen for 
new methods, a modernized Gospel, 
and popular preaching are the strong 
internal evidence aud admission that 
something is lacking. What is that 
something? Is it not the Spirit of 
God? for “not by might, nor by 
power,” but by the Spirit of God are 
the purposes and plans of God to be 
worked out. 

Man is coming so willingly to carry 
much of the burden of Christian 
work in his own wisdom and own 

strength, that God is withdrawing 
and leaving the church to struggle 
on alone. And what is needed is not 
new methods, a modernized Gospel 
and popular preaching, but an 

humble seeking of God and a patient 
wooing of the Spirit of God back to 
llis rightful place in the Christian 
heart, and Christian life, and church 
activity, and a yielding to Him the 
full scope of His omnipotent re- 

sources. And this is the message 
echoed from the sacred page in the 
ears of the church and Christian peo- 
ple of to-day: “Give God a chance.” 

Note in connection with our text 
the vision which came to Zecharinh 
to illuminate and reveal its wonder- 
ful meaning: A golden candlestick 
with bowl at the top for the oil to 
feed the seven lamps through the 
numerous pipes. The humble but 
wonderful mission which those pipes 
performed typifies our relation to 
God’s work. Ours not to be the 
olive trees at the side of the candle- 
stick pouring their oil into the bowl 
at the top. Ours not to be the bowl. 
Ours to be only the pipes through 
which the oil of God’s power can flow 
to feed the light which we bravely 
hold up to shine in the darkness of 
the world for God. Bev. Dr. Meyer, 
in his comment in liis “Daily Homily” 
on this chapter, exclaims: 

“What a sermon there is in a wick! 
Sit beside it, and ask how it dares 
hope to be able to supply light for 
hours and hours to come. ‘Will you 
not soon burn to an end, you .vick 
of a lamp?’ ‘No; I do not fear it. 
since the light does not burn me, 
though it burns on me. I only bear 
to it the oil which saturates my 
texture. I am but the ladder up 
which it climbs. It is not I. but the 
oil that is in me, that furnishes the 
light.’ But how necessary it is that 
nothing interrupt the flow of oil; 
that there be no uncleanliness per- 
mitted to clog and obstruct the nar- 
row bore of the golden spout of 
faith. ... It cannot be too often 
repeated, that it is not what we do 
for Him, but what He does through 
us, which really blesses men. Be 
satisfied then to be only a wick un- 

seen amid the glory of the light that 
crowns it, and willing to be con- 

sumed by the daily removal of the 
charred fringe. Delivered to death 
for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus 
may be manifest in your mortal 
flesh.” 

Oh, Christian, give God a chance 
in your life! Hear Him as ne speaks: 
“Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Spirit.” Let your Christian 
service take on new meaning! L**t 
God work through you! 

A Farmer on Football. 
A Bowdoinham farmer saw the 

Bates-Bowdoin game at Brunswick 
the other day, says the Hartford 
Courant. A neighbor asked him 
about it. “Nothin’ to tell,” he said, 
“Just let 20 big hogs out on a soft 
field any day and then throw down a 

peck or so of corn in a sack, and see 

’um go for it, and you’ll know ’bout 
what a game of football looks like 
to a farmer.” 

Bread Made of Cheatnafa. 
Bread made of chestnuts is tli% 

chief food of the mountaineers ol 
Corsica, It is healthful, sweet ir 
flavor, palatable, and readily di. 
gestible. A loaf will continue fresh 
for 15 days. 

Bnatnesa Rained by Taxea. 

Taxes are so high in Norway tua\ 
many factory owners are intending t« 
move to Denmark or Sweden. 

SITE OF NAVY YARD. 

Known in Washington Records as 

Reservation No. *4. 

It llu an Interesting History Which 

la Host Interestingly Related by 
aa Old Dlatrict Rea- 

ldeut. 

[Special Washington better ] 
iliis is the story of “Reservation 
14,” as described on the origi- 
nal maps of the city of Wash- 

ington, by the engineer b’Enfant, in 

17y2, contirmed by Washington, March 

2, 1797, and adopted by congress in 
beveral enactments. 

The various land reservations pro- 
posed tby the wonderful genius who 

planned thib beautiful capital city are 

numbered on the maps, and their pro- 
posed uses described in voluminous 
notes which accompanied the draw- 

ings. “Reservation 14” was set apart 
for u navy yard, and it was the pur- 
pose of tile delineator that there 
should also be located there ship- 
building plants of magnitude belitting 
the great nation which he believed 
woulu grow upon this continent. 

The navy yard lias always been uud 
is yet located on "Reservation 14,” and 
there is there in operation a splen- 
did gun factory; but the shipbuild- 
ing of tiic nation lias almost always 
been done by contracting parties in 
other seat-oast cities. The eastern 
branch of the l’otomac, where the 

navy yard is located, is nowadays so 

shallow that it would not iloat a mod- 
em cruiser, while a battleship would 
have a hard time coming any further 

reservation is about a mile and 
a quarter southeast of the capitol 
budding' and was originally in the 
tract known as “the Trout farm;” but, 
when the yard was authorized, under 
tin appropriation made in 1799, addi- 
tional land was found necessary and 
the two triangular squares westward, 
numbered 883 and 884, were purchased 
of the commissioners, Scott and 
Thornton, for $4,000. The conveyance 
recited that the laud was “for the 
sole use and behoof of the said United 
States forever.” 

There is an impression that some of 
the officers’ residences in the yard 
were once connected with the Trout 
farm, but, as will be seen by the dia- 
gram, but two of the buildings of Mr. 
Trout came within the navy yard line, 
and these disappeared years ago. The 
first building for officers was erected 
in tiie yard in 1801, and for many years 
was occupied by Capt. Cassin, and is 
known now as “the captain’s house.” 
The residences for the commandant 
and other officers were built in 1M)4. 

The mansion house of William Trout 
was a large brick fronting on Eighth 
street, north of M street, originally 
two stories in height and 42 by 43 feet 
in size. The barns were of frame, one 

43 by 24 feet, another 40 by 24. The 
smaller buildings were built of logs. 
Many old citizens remember the man- 

sion as having been the home of the 
Otterback family for years, it having 
been purchased of Mr. Trout in the 
thirties; but the site is now used for 
a car barn by the Capital Traction 
company. The graveyard was in Geor- 
gia avenue and M st reet, 29 by Cl feet 
in dimensions, and from the stories 
told by old men, who as boys played 
about the tombstones, it was well pop- 
ulated. It will be observed that in 
the form of square 930, in the cut, the 
lower angle does not appear, and the 
explanation is that the graveyard was 

StThoma-, Ba-- 
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MAP OF RESERVATION 14. 

fenced in when the city was laid out, 
and the commissioners planned to 

leave it undisturbed. 
Tens of thousands of visitors to the 

national capital view the navy yard, 
are guided through the great gun fac- 
tory by officials, and have the public 
places explained to them, but very few 
ever have the opportunity to talk to 
“the oldest inhabitant;” the man who 
knew all about it almost a century ago, 
at a time when the navy yard was a 

thing of the imaginary future, as was 

also the capital city. And, for that 
matter, in those days the success of 
the republic itself was problematical. 

William Birth, 95 years of age, deaf 
as a post, who can learn nothing of 
modern things except through his eyes, 
is an interesting conversationalist. 
He says: “I used spectacles from the 
time I was 50 until I was almost 70 
years old; and then my eyesight came 

back to me. For more than 20 years I 
have used no spectacles. My eyesight 
is as good as that of any young man 

or woman on earth". I was bragging 
that I was growing young again, when 
my hearing began to fail. Gradually 
all power of discerning sounds left me, 
and I am thus isolated from the world; 
but I read all of the daily papers, and 
I know" a thing or two, anyway.” 

This wonderful old man is as lova- 
ble as another Saint John, the Aged; 
for he thinks and speaks only in lov- 
ing tones of all mankind, and of all 
things on earth. His scrap book of 
drawings, covering all of the old land- 
marks of this city, is particularly in- 

cut Him. 
Fred—She refused to listen to my 

suit, but I stood around in hopes 
that something would turn up. 

Tom—Did anything turn up? 
Fred—Yes, her nose.—Chicago 

Daily News. 

Equally Tough. 
Landlady—White or dark meat? 
Boarder—It doesn’t matter; I'm 

color blind!—N. Y. Times. 
1 

teresting when exhibited in his parlor. 
on a winter evening, and explnined by 
him in his vivacious maimer. He sayst 
“I have often laughed at the officers 
of the old times, who used to think 
that because the navy yafd wns two 
miles and a half from the white house 
and navy department they could do as 

they pleased without any of their con- 

duct or misconduct being found out. 
“When Commodore Goldsborough 

was in charge of the navy yard, al- 
though he resided in the northwest, 
he knew what was going on as well 
as any modern sleuth. He went to 
the quarters of the commandant ev- 

ery day to attend to official business. 
One morning he called for the chief 
surgeon and handed him the daily re- 

port, saying: ‘Take that back, and 
make out an honest report.’ The sur- 

geon protested that all of his reports 
loo..,. Iw.ti.ict t f lin nomtimtlnrt* ill- 

sisted that tlr.y were not. Finally the 

surgeon told the commodore that he 
exceeded his authority, as well as his 
knowledge, in telling a surgeon how 
to make out a sick report. Thereupon 
the old commodore almost took him 
off his feet, by roaring out: 

‘Take this sick report and make 
it out honestly, or 1 will get a sur- 

geon who will make an honest report. 
Take out all of these lilies telling of 

officers who have dyspepsia, indiges- 
tion, gastric irritation, gastric fever 

and all that kind of rot. Make out the 
report that these officers are unlit for 

duty to-day, because they have been 
“drunk over night.” This sick list has 
got to he cut down.’” 

“Down east of the navy yard reser- 

vation,” continued Mr. Birth, “were 
Widow Wheeler’s possessions. Al- 
though her mansion was only IS by 41 

feet, it was located on a small run 

emptying into the An&costia river, 
and the widow was sought by many 
who believed in marrying land and a 

woman at the same time. She had 
several small sail boats and a number 
of row boats, and was fond of picnic- 
ing and excursions; but not one of her 
numerous suitors ever made any prog- 
ress.- The naval officers flashed their 
brass buttons on her, hut she would 
have none of them. Brass buttons 
were not as potential in the matri- 
monial market then as they are to- 

day. 
“Just beyond this reservation 14, 

along the river front, is the congres- 
sional cemetery, and the remains of 
Christ church still stand near by. 
This plot of ground was given to the 
congress by the widow of William 
Young, and it was the intention of 
having all congressmen buried there 
who might die its this city. It was in- 
tended to be a great honor, although 
1 never heard of any congressmen 
dying just for the sake of being buried 
here. Mrs. Iluth Young, owned more 

land titan did Widow Wheeler, and 
she also was sought by the brass but- 
tons from the navy yard, but she re- 

mained true to the memory of her 
first husband and loyal to the land 
that he left to her. She owned all of 
the land set aside for the congression- 
al cemetery, and also about 80 acres of 
what now seems to be the most desir- 
able part of east Washington, but it 
was all farm land then. 

“When 1 was a young man there was 

not a session of congress that did not 
bring some persons here applying for 
the privilege of putting up a big ship- 
building plant. There must have been 
wise men in the congresses of those 

days. All of these people who came 

begging for the franchise of govern- 
ment ship building were turned down; 
and the main argument of the ob- 
structors was that ‘the time will come 

when there will not be enough water 

here for a navy yard and shipbuilding 
plant.’ And they were right.” 

This is interesting news from the 

past century. Those statesmen of a 

hundred years ago, and up to 50 years 
ago, must have been farseeing and sci- 
entific men. Moreover, they must 
have been jjatriotic, because Air. Birth 
says that In? vCry frequently heard it 
stated that “substantial inducements 
were offered to influence legislation.” 
But, in those days, even the St. Louis 
aldermen were honest. 

“The sailing vessels of the navy used 
to come to the navy yard,” continued 
Air. Birth; “and they received com- 

plete supplies here. Before the beginr 
ning of the civil war 1 have often seen 
our battleships here at anchor, and 
we were very proud of them, for we be- 
lieved them to be the terror of the seas 

until the confederate Alerrimac 
rammed and sunk them down at Nor- 
folk. You will never understand how 
frightened we all were in this city, 
when the awful news broke upon us 

that our great battleships carrying 
apparently invincible batteries, had 
been hammered into splinters by that 
new' monster of the seas.” 

However useless this reservation 14 
has been as a great navy yard and ship- 
building site, it has been useful for 

training ships, and is now splendidly 
utilized by the big gun factory. It 
seems to be now but a question of a 

very little time when we shall here 
build all of the guns and furnish the 
greater part of the ammunition for 
our constantly growing and increas- 
ingly efficient nary. SMITH D. FRY. 

No Flatterer. 
“They tell me your little boy looks 

like you.” 
“Yes, everybody says so. Havt 

you seen him?” 
“No, I don’t think I care to se* 

him.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Gone Up In Smoke. 
“Did you invest dat nickel fer me? 
“Sure, Willie. I put it into de cigs 

rette trust.”—Chicago American. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

t**»on In t)ir International SerlM 
for January 1H, I90.'t—Paul at 

VlieNnalonlca and Utrora. 

THE lesson: text. 
(Acts 17:1-12.) 

1 Now, when they had passed through 
Amphipolls and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of 
the Jews: 

2. And Paul, as his manner was, went in 
unto them, and three Sabbath days rea- 
soned with them out of the Scriptures, 

3. Opening and alleging, that Christ must 
needs have suffered, and risen again from 
the dead; and that this Jesus, whom 1 
Pfeaeh unto you, is Christ. 

4- And some of them believed, and con- 
sorted with Paul and Silas; and of the de- 
vout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. 

£>• But the Jews which believed not, 
moved with envy, took unto them certain 
lewd fellow s of the baser sort, and gathered 
a company, and set ail the city on an up- 
roar, andi assaulted the house of Jason, and 
sought to bring them out to the people. 

6. And when they found them not, they 
drew Jason and certain brethren unto the 
rulers of the city, crying: These that have 
turned the world upside down are come 
hither, also; 

7. Whom Jason hath received; and these 
all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 
saying that there is another king, one 
Jesus. 

S. And they troubled the people and the 
rulers of the city, when they heard these 
things. 

9. And when they had taken security of 
Jason, and of the other, they let them go. 

10. And the brethren immediately sent 
away Paul and Silas by night, unto Berea: 
who coming thither w'tnt into the syna- 
gogue of the Jews. 

11. These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, .in that they received the 
word with ail readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so. 

12. Therefore, many of them believed; also 
of honorable women which were Greeks, 
and of men not a few. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—Thy word is a lamp 
auto iny feet.—P». 110:105. 
ANALYSIS OF SCRIPT! 'RF SEfTinX. 

Reasoning In the synagogue..Acts 17:1-4. 
Dragged before the rulers Acts. 17,:5-9. 
Examining the Scriptures.Acts 17:10-12. 
Driven from the city.Acts 37:18-10. 

TIME.—Winter and spring A. ]_>. 52. 
PLACE—Thessaionica and Beroea. 

NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

Examining the Scriptures.—The 
Jews at Beroea were exceptional in 
their reception of Paul’s message. 
They were open-minded, ready to re- 

ceive the truth, whether it conformed 
to their previous opinions or not. But 
though they accepted it with all readi- 
ness of mind, they did not do so until 
they had searched the Scriptures for 
themselves. In searching the Scrip- 
tures they have set us an example. 

It was 100 miles over the Homan road 
from I’hilippi to Thessaionica. Trace 
the journey on the may. They passed 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 
perhaps because there were no syna- 
gogues there. Paul had found that it 
was best to begin work with the Jews 
wherever it was possible, in spite of 
the fact that some of them usually 
made trouble. Thessaionica,—modern 
Salonica,— was then, as it is now, an 

important city, and had attracted a 

large number of Jewish traders. 
“Three Sabbath days:” This was just 
the beginning of the work. Paul prob- 
ably remained about six months, and 
the majority of his converts were not 
Jews or persons whom he could have 
reached in the synagogue, but out-and- 
out Gentiles. “Reasoned from 
the Scriptures:” That is. from the 
Old Testament. This would be effect- 
ive with a synagogue audience, but 
not with the Gentiles, who knew noth- 
ing of the Old Testament, “Opening 
and alleging:” Ramsay translates, 
“opening their meaning, and quoting 
to prove that it was proper that the 
Anointed One (the Christ) should suf- 
fer,” etc. This idea of a suffering Mes- 
siah was opposed to ail Jewish ideas, 
and contrary to the letter of much of 
their most precious prophecy, which 
had told them of a Messiah who should 
be a glorious earthly king, and give 
the Jews the supreme place among the 
nations. Paul showed them that they 
had missed the meaning of some of the 
prophecies, which spoke of just such a 

Messiah as Jesus, suffering and dying 
for his people. “Devout Greeks:” 
These were heathen by birth, who had 
accepted in part- the Jewish faith. 

The trouble arose probably after 
months of successful work, the last 
part of it mostly among the Greeks. 
“Jews jealousy:” Paul was 

winning men away from their ancient 
faith; he was preaching the hateful 
doctrine of a crucified Messiah; he was 

declaring salvation to be as free to un- 

eirenmeispd Gentiles ns to them- in 

spite of all they could do he was having 
great success; therefore they were 

jealous. “The rabble:” Instead of 
coming out and fighting in the open, 
these cowardly Jews stirred up a mob 
of the riffraff of the streets to do what 
they dared not do alone. 

When night had fallen, and it was 

safe, the two missionaries, writh the 
help of their faithful friends, escaped 
from the city, and, leaving the Roman 
road, struck out in a southwesterly di- 
rection for Beroea, 50 miles away. 
This city was probably chosen because 
of its seclusioij. Paid may have been 
in Beroea several months. Note all 
the facts given in verses 10-12 about the 
work of the people. But Paul's enemies 
were relentless and desperate. When 
they appeared at Beroea he left im- 
mediately. The disciples seem to have 
feared foul play of some sort, and part 
of their number went with him as a 

bodyguard as far as Athens. 
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS. 

1. It behooved Christ to suffer for 
our sakes and that the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled! 

2. The Gospel does turn the “world 
upside down,” but that makes it come 

right side up. 
3. Those of noble mind will be ready 

to change their opinions when con- 

vinced by searching the Scriptures. 
The Gospel would soon reach all 

men if we were as anxious to tell the 
virtues of Christ as we are to pub- 
lish the faults of others. — Ram's 
Horn. 

AFFAIRS ABROAD. 
A Swedish sculptor has solved the 

problem of casting statues in one 

piece. 
By order of the Vienna courts, a 

landlady has had to pay £92 compen- 
sation to a tenant whose property was 

damaged by an invasion of rats. 
A Roman journal says that two 

ships which were of the nature of 
floating palaces, and which have been 

submerged in the lake of Nemi ever 

since the time of the Old Romans, 
are to be brought to the surface by 
artificially draining the lake. 
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RURAL SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

FiRtircn SIiowIiir What I* Being 
liune In VarluuH Sliitrn to Sup- 

port Keliool Llhrnrle». 

Arizona gives $50 every year for 
books for school libraries to every 
district having one hundred chilldren. 
California has a district law and 
makes annual contributions to the 
libraries. Colorado gives one-tenth of 
a mill school tax to its rural libra- 
ries. Illinois allows an amount not 
to exceed two mills, Indiana ono- 

fourth to one-third of a mill, Iowa 
one mill. Kentucky two years ago 
enacted a law allowing the commis- 
sioners to use a part of the school 
fund for libraries, one to be at the 
commissioners’ office, and then a;-; 

much as $10 for each school district 
if the people would raise $10. As a 

result, in two years, every county has 
a local library in the courthouse, and 
there is a library for every 720 chil- 
dren in Kentucky, and one book for 

every ten children. Maryland allows 
the superintendents to give $10 if the 

community will raise $10. Massachu- 
setts $15 if the district will raise $15. 
New Jersey appropriates $20 the first 

year, and $15 each year thereafter. 

Michigan has it in the constitution 
that the legislature shall provide for 
at least one library in every town- 

ship. Minnesota has a similar law. 
Missouri passed in 1000 a law allowing 
uic uunimissium-i s iu vmuuwm iivr; 

cents for every child enrolled in 
school, and appropriate that money 
for a school library if the community 
would raise an equal amount. Under 
that law, last year, the commissioner 
writes me. they spent $16,0000 for li- 
braries, and he says there never was 

money spent that brought, a richer re- 

turn. Kansas, Nebraska, New Hamp- 
shire, the Dakotas, Oregon. Pennsyl- 
vania and Vermont have district laws. 
Wisconsin sets aside for district li- 
braries ten ceAts for every child en- 

rolled. North Carolina passed a law 
year before last appropriating $5/00 
from the state funds to be paid out 
$10 to every school district that 
would appropriate $10. Mr. Joyner, 
the state superintendent, told me a 

few weeks ago that- the $5,000 was 

taken up in three months; that they 
bought in North Carolina last year 2,- 
400 books for their school libraries, 
and he said: “We propose to keep 
that up—$5,000 a year—until every 
school and every boy and girl has 
access to the best literature of the 
world.”—Joseph S. Stewart, in the 
Alkahest. 

AN EDUCATIONAL CATECHISM. 

A Xnralur of Pertinent Question* 
F(ir tile Father# anil Moth- 

ers of the South. 

Is the child the supreme interest of 
the state 

Is the education of the child the 
greatest investment of the state? 

Can there be any better test of true 

citizenship than activity for public 
education? 

Should the payment of taxes for 
schools be considered more of a priv- 
ilege than a duty? 

Is it a wrong to the el :ld to keep 
him in a poor school nearby when he 

might attend a good consolidated 
school a mile or two away? 

Can the problem of education in the 
south be evolved without district tax- 
ation? 

Should we expect an efficient sys- 
tem of public school if we do not 
have non-partizan specialists as 

school officials? 
Can we employ suitable teachers on 

poor salaries? 
Is manual training in the schools a 

necessity or a luxury? 
Is the influence of attractive school 

houses and grounds of decided edu- 
cative value? 

Should we emphasize only those 
studies that contribute most to the 
usefulness of the puril in after life? 

cmitli tr* imlncitrinl 

piominence without industrial educa- 
tion? 

Would agricultural courses in the 

public schools gr.vitiy increase the 

pr< duct of southern farms? 

The Proper Public Sentiment. 

Our people must realize that, while 
it is their duty to pay taxes for the 
protection of life and property, it is 
their still higher duty to pay taxes for 
the education of their children. They 
must believe that it is the inalienable 

right of every child to demand and to 
receive the benefits of an elementary 
education at least, and that the most 

profitable investment of the body 
politic, measured in dollars and cents, 
is the tax fund invested in the brains 
and capabilities of children. They 
must feel deeply that conception of 
truth and recognition of duty are 

not alone tetaoinlaws.Mshrdulwyppp 
must justify their faith,taxes must bo 
levied and collected, and wise, intel- 
ligent supervision of the public agen- 
cies of education must be maintained. 
—John H. Small. 

Agriculture In the Unrnl Schools. 
It is my belief that the time has 

come when the principles of agricul- 
ture can be profitably taught in our 

rural schools; that the teachers, both 
men and women, now employed in our 
rural schobls can be fitted for this 
work; that our country boys and girls 
Will receive such instruction eager- 
ly, intelligently, and profitably; und 
that the best interests of our people, 
moral, intellectual, physical, and ma- 

terial, will be wonderfully promoted 
by instructing even one generation of 
youth along these practical lines.— 
Geo. T. \\ inston in the Progressive 
Farmer. 

»_ 
The Greatest of Crimes. 

All the property of the common- 
wealth is pledged for the education of 
all its youth up to such a point as 
will save them from poverty and vice, 
and prepare them for the adequate 
performance of all their social and 
civic duties. To rob the children of 
to-day, or those of the future, of the 
opportunity for an education is, then, 
the greatest crime of which the state 
can be guilty.—Chas. W. Dabney. 


