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Text"And It came to pass, as He sat at 

meat in the house, behold, many publicanil 
and sinners came and sat down with Jesus 
and His disciples.”—Matt. 9:10. 

IT 

HE one accusation 
of the scribes and 
Pharisees which 
Jesus seemed wil- 
ling to let go un- 

challenged w a 8 

that He was the 
Friend and asso- 

ciate of the sin- 
ner. When the 
carping critics of 
His nay i charged 
Him with trying 
to destroy the law 
and the prophets 
He replied that He 

came not to destroy but to fulfill. 
When they condemned Him as a Sab- 
bath breaker He vigorously replied 
that the Sabbath was made for man 

and not man for the Sabbath, and 
that He was Lord even of the Sabbath 
day. When they saw Him casting out 

demons they declared thal He was able 
to do such mighty works because He 
was in league with the Devil, but He 

quickly showed them howr ridiculous 
their charge was and declared to them 
that He was the Son of God and re- 

ceived His power from above. Every 
accusation which they brought against 
Him He denied and clearly refuted, 
save this one that He was the declared 
Friend and the willing associate of 

publican and sinner. This charge He 
admitted by some of the most beauti- 
ful and tender parables and by His 

loving, compassionate and helpful at- 
titude always manifested toward the 
outcast and despised sinner. He told 
the proud, self-righteous Pharisees 
bluntly and plainly that He had come 

not to call the righteous (and how 1 
should like to have heard the inflec- 
tion and emphasis with which he pro- 
nounced that word righteous), but sin- 
ners to repentance; that "the Son of 
Man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost;'' that they who were 

whole needed not a physician, but th^ 
sick. 

TV7 HEX tlie woman who was a sin- 
W ner came and throw herself at 

Jesus' feet as He sat at meat in the Phari- 
see's house, and washed xiis feet with 
her tears and wiped them with the 
hairs of her heat! and poured fragrant 
ointment upon them, He graciously 
and tenderly received the devotion of 
the heart that longed for a better and 
purer life, and rebuked the proud 
Pharisee, who was shocked that Jesus 
should allow this sinful woman to 

touch Him. When Jesus passed 
through Jericho on one occasion He 
went out of His way to invite Himself 
to dine with Zaccheus, the tax gather- 
er. the notorious bad mau of the town. 

Repeatedly Scripture declares that the 
sinners and publicans flocked to Jesus, 
and He welcomed them always. And 
when the Pharisees murmured He told 
them the beautiful and touching sto- 
ries of the lost sheep, the lost coin 
and the lost boy, and by them gave 
Heaven's standards of values and 
showed how much a soui was worth in 
the estimation of Cod. And even itx 
death Jesus found joy and fellowship 
with the sinner as the dying thief 
turned to Him for comfort and He re- 

plied: “This day shalt thou he with 
Me in paradise.” Jesus was the Friend 
of sinners. He was willing to oa 

known as such. He welcomed them as 

they came. He helped them as they 
tarried. He sent them forth to purer 
and better lives. , 

I < 

ONE of Jesus' disciples, Matthew, 
was taken from the despised class 

of publicans, or tax gatherers. And 
this served further to identify Jesus 
with the despised lower classes. To 
the punctilious and sanctimonious 
Pharisees there was no greater con- 

demnation which they could pro- 
nounce against Jesus than to say that 
He associated writh and ate in the com- 

pany of publicans and sinners. The 
scribes and Pharisees observed such 
rigid rules in regard to outward con- 

duct and associations, were so faith- i 
ful to avoid all manner of defilement, 
that they stood aghast and filled with 
horror at the conduct and associations 
of Jesus. He. claiming to be a Teacher 
sent from God: yea. more, claiming to 

be the Son of God. the promised Mes- 
siah, eating with publicans~and sin- 

m ners! He, receiving their attentions! 
He, graciously ministering unto them, 
and fellowshiping with them and even 

choosing from among their number 

those who should be His disciples! 
What a violation of all that they had 
held sacred! No wonder a« they saw 

these things that they murmured. No 

wonder they cast slurs upon Him. No 

wonder their unrepentant hearts were 

hardened before the gracious work of 

mercy of the Divine Lord. But He 

was pleased to be known as the Friend 

of sinners, and to this day He is 

known as such. Through all the cen- 

turies which have unfolded since then 

He has continued as the Friend of the 

sinner. And, blessed be God! it is 

true. How He has gathered the needy 
multitudes about Him, how He has 

succored and blessed them. The 

Friend of Sinners! 

HE was known as such because of 
his personality, because He was 

the Son of God. Instinctively, people 
were drf vn to Him. Little children 

felt the charm and sweetness and 

purity of His presence and trustfully and 

gladly sought His side and were taker 

in His arms and received His blessing. 
The Devil-posssessed were conscious 

they were in the presence of the Di- 

vine Lord and Master when they came 

In contact with Him, and in fear cried 

out: “What have we to do with Thee?” 
and besought Him not ta rrr.ent 

them. The poor and the raefly, the 

Bick and diseased came to Him in 

thol r distress, confident that they 
would be graciously received. And the 

publicans and sinners, those who had 
yielded their lives to extortion and 

I lust, and yet who bad aa undefined 
! yearning for a better, purer life, were 

i dratfn to Jesus like the steel Is drawn 
to the magnet, for they Instinctively 
felt that here was One Who could un- 

derstand, One Who would have com- 

passion on them, One Who would help 
them. One is conscious of being in the 

presence of the sun, even though the 

eyes be closed, because the warmth of 
its rays softly enfolds him and he feels 
its brightness and cheer. One knows 
when he Is walking through the gar 
den path, even though it may be dur- 

ing the blackness of the darkest night, 
I and he is not able to see the bright 
I tinted flowers nodding on either hand, 
! for the sweet perfume of the posies 
lailens the air. And so with those who 
came in contact with Jesus. There was 

the Instinctive feeling that they had 
come Into the presence of the Friend 
and Saviour of Mankind. Something 
in their nature reached out after the 

something which He alone could give. 
Oh, the marvelous personality of the 
Son of God! He came to supply the 
sinners’ need. And the sinful and the 

needy as they came in touch with 
Jesus felt at once the marvelous in- 

fluence of that presence. And is that 
influence less to-day because Jesus has 
entered into glory? Because He is no 

longer seen in visible presence is He 
less really present? 

THAT cannot be. for Jesus' last mes- 

sage to His disciples was: “Lo, I 

am with you always.” And He told them 

j plainly: “And I, if I he lifted up, will 

I draw all men unto Me." No. Jesus is 

| present in the world to-day through His 

I Holy Spirit more fully and completely 
! than ever before. He is everywhere, and 
I the influence of His Presence is felt. He 
is known to-day, as rever before, as the 
Friend of sinners. Our text gives us the 

picture of Jesus dining in the home of 
a publican at Capernaum. Imagine 
President Roosevelt or some other dis- 

tinguished personage coming to your 
town and becoming the willing guest of 
the most despised man in town. Jesus, 
the guest of honor at the house of Mat- 

thew, the publican! How the news must 

have spread. Jesus eating at the table 
of a despised tax gatherer! But there 
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to-day. in myriads of homes where He 
is needed to cleanse and save. Jesus was 

in the few homes then, but now in every 
| land and among every people there are 

the multitudes of homes where Jesus 
is still the honored guest. Homes of 
the despised, of the wayward and the 
sinfulTwho turn to Him and invite Hinl 
to come. Jesus was at Matthew’s house 
because he had been invited. 

THE story of this publican’s conver- 

sion is interesting and helpful. He 
was busy gathering taxas at the time, 
following the business that in that day 
was dishonoring, and almost without ex- 

ception dishonest. The Roman govern- 
ment levied the tax. deciding just how 
much each province and city and village 
should pour into the coffers of the Caes- 
ars. The privilege of gathering these 
taxes was rented oi t to certain individ- 
uals. The Roman government cared 
nothing as to how much was collected 
or in what manner the work was done, 
just so long as the tax collector turned 
over the stipulated sum. The tax gath- 
erer could have as his own profit all that 
was collected above the amount the Ro- 
mans demanded. It can be readily seen 
what corruption would prevail, and how' 
great temptation would come to the tax 
collector to make all he could. Matthew 
was one of these tax gatherers, called 
publicans. The probabilities are that 
he was more honest than the rest, but 
however that may be he was a publican, 
and identified with that despised class. 
Rut he met Jesus, and it wrought a rev- 

olution in his life. It always changes a 
man lo meet Jesus in heart to heart con- 

tact. From the first meeting with Jesus 
until he was called from iiistax receipts 
and money drawer forever, he realized 
that Jesus was his Friend. It made him 
long for a better life. It made him want 
to be near the Friend who had spoken 
kindly and helpfully to him. And during 
those days in whichhe continued to serve 
as tax collector, I am sure he handled 
the business on a higher and more hon- 
est basis. I am satisfied ■ that he was 

anxious to show how fairlv such distastn- 

fill work could be administered. And 
after all it is not generally the business, 
but the man behind the business that is 
dishonest. The vast majority of the 
commercial enterprises and businesses 
of the world are honorable and neces- 

sary. But the men behind the business 
determine whether honest or dishonest 
methods shall be followed. Before meet- 
ing Jesus, I imagine Matthew found it an 

easy thing to follow the “tricks of the 
trade,” and got all the tax he could. 
Others did it, why should1 not he? But 
when he met the Friend of publicans and 
sinners and his conscience was awak- 
ened. he felt differently about it. Day 
after day as he sat there at his post, the 
influence of that new Friend drew him in 
thought and purpose. He wanted to be 
with Him, and when the call came: 
“Follow Me,” he was ready to respond. 

WHAT a friendship that was! Jesus 
fellowshiping with Matthew! 

Sinner, think of it! Jesus your friend! 
Jesus willing to be in your company, to 
be guest at your home, or your com- 

panion upon the street! Jesus not 
ashamed of you because you are a sin- 
ner—perhaps the worst man in town— 
but Jesus loving you and eager to put 
his arm around you and longing to help 
you! He Is not your Friend because of 
what He selfishly hopes to receive from 

I you, but He is your Friend because of 
! what He longs to do for you. One of Chi- 

cago's aldermen seeks to be known as 
the friend of the workingman. He re- 
sorts to almost every device ard sub- 
terfuge to appear in that light. But is 
it the workingman and his interests 
which he has at heart? No; he is the 
workingman’s friend for what he can 

get out of him. He cares no more for 
him than the dirt which he kicks from 
his shoes. His poor dupes are welcomed 
into his “Workingman’s Exchange,” as 

long as they have a nickel in their pock- 
ets to spend for the vile beer he dis- 

pecMfi, or the prospect of getting the 
nickel, but when a fellow is squeezed 
dry and there is no more profit In him, 
and no need of his vote, out he goes and 
the “friend” of the workingman is ready 
to greedily grasp the hand of another 
roolish victim. And there is a good 
deal of that kind of friendship in the 
world. Friendship that is based upon 
selfishness. But Jesus is not such a 
friend. Jesus died that He might prove 
His friendship. He tells us: “Greater 
love hath r,o man than this, that he 
lay down his life for his friend.” Ben- 
tinck, the noble Batavian, proved his 
friendship for William, Prince of Or- 
ange, when the latter passed through 
the scourge of smaiipok. Notwithstand- 
ing the loathsome disease, notwith- 
standing it meant sickness from the 
same disease and perhaps death, he re- 

mained at William's bedside and nursed 
him through the long weeks of illness. 
He proved his friendship. And how in- 
finitely greater is it true that Jesus has 
proved his friendship for sinners! His 
life was devoted to them and then will- 

ingly laid down that the sinner might 
escape the Just penalty of his evil deeds. 
Jesus coming and mingling with sin- 
ners! Staying with them in all their 
waywardness and sin, in order that at 
last He might win them from sin to 
righteousness! 

LUKE tells us that after Matthew' had 
been called as Jesus’ disciple he 

made a feast for Him and then invited 
all the publicans and sinners he could 
reach to come and take dinner with 
him. One sinner won to Jesus seeking 
to bring others to Him. For Jesus to go 
to that house where so many of ques- 
tionable reputation were gathered was 

to bring down upon Him the denuncia- 
tion of the Pharisees and scribes, but 
Jesus did not go thereto become one of 
them, but to make them one wdth Him. 
That is, His association with them was 

not that He might have a good time in 
their company, but it was that 
He might lift them to the high- 
er fellowship with Himself. Mat- 
thew' invited his erstwhile friends 
to meet the One who had done so much 
for him. And if there was more of that 
kind of feasting and sociability to-day 
instead of the social functions and din- 
ner parties given for selfish gratifies.- 
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of God and the saving of souls. Mat- 

thew wanted to present his Lord as the 

Friend of sinners, and so he made a 

'east and got all the worst sinners he 

could together. When you make a feast 

who is it you invite? The most polished 
and cultured you can find. Ttou invite 
those who will be able to make a din- 

ner party in return some time and invite 

you to attend. But it was not so with 

Mai thew. If it had been do you suppose 
Jes'.i0 would have been able to attend? 
No. He would have had business at the 

other end of town saving the soul of 

some poor wretch who was eager to 

know Him as the Friend of sinners. No, 
Matthew filled his house with publicans 
and sinners, and Jesus was there. He 

made sure of Jesus’ presence first and 
then invited the crowd to meet Him. 

Oh. thi.t there were more devoted souls 

like Matthew to make Jesus the hon- 

ored guest in the home, and then in- 

vite the sinners all about to come and 
receive blessing at His hands! 

HAVE you ever wondered what that 

odd assortment of humanity talked 
about that day? Well, I have. I should 
like to have been a member of that 

company. I should like to have looked 
into those faces. I believe there was 

many a sob there that day, that there 

was many a tear-stained face turned to- 

ward the Saviour as He talked to them 

of sin and deliverance from sin, and of 

the better life. Sin is an awful thing, 
and some of the guests of Matthew 
must have realized it as they came into 

the presence of the sinless One and 
became conscious of the fact that He 

was there not to condemn them, but to 

save them. Who would think of call- 

ing one his friend who had nothing 
but condemnation and denunciation for 

him because he had done wrong? Who 

would feel drawn towards the man 

who would pick all the flaws he could 
and never in sympatny and love try to 

draw from those sins and faults to a 

better and purer life? And we would 

not feel that Jesus was our Friend If 

all He held before us was our sins and 
__ J nticxn V\Q- 

ail we neai u cuuu-..-*--- 

cause we were sinners. No. Jesus does 

not declare His friendship in that way. 

He shows that He is the sinner’s Friend 

by pointing the way of deliverance. 

A PARTY of settlers was seeking to 

escape the bands of hostile Indians 

which were lurking on every hand, but 

not knowing the country, they were 

completely at a loss as to which way 

to turn. Darkness came on while this 

dilemma confronted them, and with 

the darkness came deliverance. There 

suddenly rose from the grass in their 

midst an unarmed Indian. He pro- 

fessed friendship. He said he had crept 
in unbeknown to the other Indians, 
who were plotting their destruction, 

so as to show them how they' might 
escape. How could he prove that he 

was a friend? Not by telling them of 

all the hostile Indians that lurked 
without the camp, but by showing 
them the way of deliverance. Some 

were afraid to trust him, but braver 

hearts said: “It is our hope.” They 
followed the Indian through a trail 

they never could have found for them- 

selves and escaped the threatened dan- 

ger. They knew then that The Indian 

who had come to them that night was 

a real friend. He had proved it by 
pointing the way of deliverance. And 

Jesus in a fuller, higher sense proves 
His friendship by pointing the sinner 

to the way of escape from sin and its 

consequences. And Jesus’ talk that 

day in Matthew’s house was of deliv- 

erance from sin. Ah, how the thought 
of that Friend grew upon that company 
of men! Oh, there is nothing that so 

appeals to the sinsick heart as the lov- 

ing, earnest words of the Everlasting 
Friend, “the Friend that sticketh closer 

than a brother.” Oh, sinner, whoever 

you are. and however deep you are in 

the mire of sin. Jesus is your Friend. 
He longs to prove His friendship by 
lifting you up and leading you out into 

the light and joy and liberty of a new 

life, a life of fellowship with Him. 
Will you not let him? 

A Muscle Destroyer. 
I find that alcoholic drinks give no 

strength. No. On the contrary, drink 
builds up no muscle, but destroys its 

power and makes It less active for 

work.—Sir Benjamin Ward Richaru- 

I son. 

OUR HIGHER LIFE. 

What do I love? 
Not the mountain height—not the tempest 

roar— 
Not tho raging deep—not the sandy shore; 

These all proclaim Jehovah’s name, 
And point us to above. 

What do 1 love? 
Not the halls of mirth—not fond pleasure’s 

way— 
Not the din and strife of worldings fair and 

guy; 
These all destroy Creation’s joy 

And lead man down below. 

What do I love? 
I love the cot where love and peace do 

dwell; 
'Tls a sacred spot more than tongue can 

tell; 
For it prepares—and soothes our cares, 

So we can live on earth. 

What do I love? 
God's hous« 1 love—and His holy day, 
Where to learn of God, souls unite, and 

pray; 
From Homo to hear, some gracious 

cheer. 
To tit us for that Home. 

—Andrew McClintock, in N. Y. Observer. 

THE HABIT OF SWEARING. 

Came Very Near to Standing Between 

a Dying Man and Eternal 

Salvation. 

Some time ago 1 was called to the bed- 
side of a dying man, says E. A. King, in 
the Baptist Union. He was not pre- 
pared to live, much less to die. He had 
been a bad man, but being in the last 

stages of severe typhoid fever, he 

thought he would like to have a minister 
of the gospel call upon him. After talk- 

ing with him for some time I discovered 
that he was suffering from mental de- 

pression as well as from bodily pain. 
This burden on his heart was revealed 
as he looked searchingly at me and 
asked: “Do you think there Is such a 

thing as an unpardonablesin?” 
I had no idea that he was suffering 

from any unpardonable sin, and told him 

so, trying to explain, as well as 1 could, 
what that awful sin might be, but my 
explanation did not suit him. He in- 
sisted that I read from the Bible the 
statement of Jesus concerning this sin. 
and so I read Matthew 12:31. He felt 
sure that he was guilty of blasphemy, 
and insisted so strenuously that it was 

so, that a new light began to dawn upon 
me. 

In a moment I thought I saw his 
trouble. I said: “You have been a very 
profane man!” 

“Yes, I have,” he said, “and I'm afraid 
I shall never be forgiven for it.” 

I askedhimifheeverreally meant what 
he implied when he asked God to damn 
another man’s soul. With a shudder he 
said: "No, of course not!” During the 
conversation which followed he told me 

that the habit of swearing and cursing 
was one easily formed, but no swearer 

ever really meant what he said. The 
oath becomes common in his conversa- 

tion. 
When he had Analty cleared his mind 

of this burden he prayed God that He 
would forgive him for all this foolish 

swearing! 
I think there is a lesson in this for all 

good young people. By-words and all 
emotional adjectives used under pres- 
sure, may, in God’s sight, be as serious 
a matter as a thoughtlless man's out- 

spoken curses and oaths. The lesser 
leads to the greater, but if there is no 

such beginning there can be no such em- 

barrassing end. 

MORTGAGED TRANQUILLITY. 

Various Ways in Which One May Sac- 

rifice His Future Peace 
of Mind. 

The passing phrase, “mortgaged 
tranquillity,” used by a recent writer, 
suggests a multitude of particulars. 
Each one can probably fill out the spec- 
ifications of this mortgage for him- 
self. 

A mortgage upon a piece of property 
extends from its date into the future, 
and after this legal proceeding one’s 

ownership is always subject to that 
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a tranquil mind if he will but take 
means to secure it. How then is this 
future tranquillity encumbered? 

Extravagant expenditure is one cer- 

tain way. To exceed one's income by 
reckless outlay is to mortgage future 
comfort and peace. Overwork and 

overworry, loading ^ne's self with ob- 

ligations beyond measure, foolish 

promises and all such things, encum- 

ber the future. The inconsiderate 
word and deed, the hasty thought, the 

caustic or cutting criticism, angry 

speech and recriminations, unjust 
judgments, cruel satires, unkindness 
toward the nearest and dearest, neg- 
lect of duty, deferred sympathy and 

help until the opportunity is past 
all these cover future tranquillity with 

mortgages. These are all done in the 

present, but their consequences reach 

far. What a pity to encroach upon fu- 

ture possessions. Let us consider these 

consequences in time, and see to it 

that we have a clear title to future 

peace by seeking with resolute and 

trusting heart to avoid what will en- 

cumber it—Philadelphia Young Peo- 

ple. 

HELPFUL AND TRUE. 

A naturally quick, impetuous person 
will find that to cultivate a calm external 

habit is a great help towards gaining 
the inward even spirit he needs.—H. L. 

Sidney Lear. 
One who continually is suspecting the 

motives of others is not above suspicion 
himself. A man who would not do a 

mean thing himself rarely mistrusts 

other people until he is compelled to do 

so.—Wellspring. 
Resignation in the face of heavy mis- 

fortunes may be heroic, but jubilation 
is sublime. It has taken a deaf, dumb 

and blind girl—Helen Keller—to speak 
of' her infirmities as "privileges.”— 
Philadelphia Young People. 

What I must do is all that concerns 

me, not what the people think. It is 
easy in solitude to live after our own 

opinions; but the great man is he who 
in the midst of the crowd keeps With per- 
fect sweetness the independence of soli- 
tude.—Emerson. 

HIS WAYS ARE WISE. 

A Message of Comfort to Those Who 
Have Been Bereft of 

Loved Ones. 

Where God’s paths cross ours we are 
liable to get confused. The tears In our 
eyes prevent us from reading the guide- 
board aright. The sorrow that is over 
our lives, like the morning mists in the 
valleys, so dims our vision and hides 
His presence that there is bewilderment 
of judgment and we sit alone inconso- 
lable. If we look in we see only sorrow 
and a rent heart. If we look down we 

see only a grave that enshrines our 
dearest hope. If we look up we cannot 
understand. W'e can see “the stars 
shine through our cypress trees,’’ but 
they seem so far, so very far away; so 

dim, so very dim to us. The mist is 
over our eyes and the vision, even at 
noon-day, faileth. We have a con- 

sciousness, based on God’s' promises, 
that it is well; but failing to see His 
purposes in the affliction we fail to com- 

prehend. W'e feel that here is a depth 
of working from which we have been 
excluded, a mystery of purpose to which 
we have contributed, yet into which 
we have not been admitted. And so, 
while never doubting the wisdom or the 
goodness of God, we are confused and 
bewildered and long for fuller knowl- 
edge. 

We wonder, says David Reed Miller, 
In United Presbyterian, why He permits 
these fond ties to grow daily into ma- 

turing loveliness when they are to be 
rent in twain without hope of reunion 
this side the kingdom where affections 
are never severed. Why erect this beau- 
tiful fabric of domestic love when the 
very foundations must by and by crum- 
ble and all that is lovable therein be re- 
duced to dust and ashes? If the mist 
were not over our eyes nor the heart it- 
self rent we would not thus inquire. 
But when that which we hold dearest 
on earth is no more, when that which 
gave incentive to every aspiration is 
gone, when earth seems to crumble 
and heaven to recede, and the only thing 
that is real is a new grave and above it 
a broken heart, we will be forgiven il 
out of the depths we raise these plaint- 
i\e interrogations. We know God is 
good. We know He is merciful. We 
know He does not afflict willingly; but 
the awful consciousness of loss, of 
unions broken, of souls severed, of 
lives darkened, comes between our con- 

dition and our knowledge, and we sigh 
in spite of our faith. Who does not know 
this? And who that has been partner in 
the broken union has not felt it again 
and again? 

Have we not all heard from the lips 
of the bereft such words as these: “I 
know it is all right; but oh, I would he 
were here!” ”1 know that she is happy 
in the kingdom above; but the home is 
so empty and the heart has no one to 
cling to.” ‘‘I know that God is good, 
but why need it have been now!” 
‘‘Lord, if Thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died!” While human 
affection lasts in this world of ours 
there will be lamentation when fond 
ties are broken. And who will say that 
it is wrong thus to mourn? Martha 
and Mary will sigh for their brother. 
Abraham will mourn his beloved wife. 
Naomi will lament her husband. Christ 
will weep over his friend, and Israel 
will mourn their leader even though the 
angels of God have buried him. It is not 
for the full heart to sit in judgment on 

the one that is empty. There are times 
and seasons, to everyone, when the 
heart must bear its own burden—days 
when Rachel will sit alone, uncom- 

forted, mourning for her children— 
when Abraham will find no place on 

earth half so dear as Machpelah. Na- 
omi may leave her husband’s grave 
and the graves of her sons in the land of 
Moab, but all the power of Israel cannot 
keep her from looking back and think- 
ing of tue days that are gone. The very 
desolation of her life will wring from 
her old neighbors the pathetic inquiry: 
“Is this Naomi?” God’s people will 
turn aside from their pilgrimage to 
mourn the departure of an Aaron or a 

a Miriam, or lament for their leader 
who has gone up into the mountain to 

come back no more. 

But is it not by tribulation that we 

reach the kingdom of heaven? Surely 
every sorrow brings us nearer God and 
makes us fitter for his uses. Even the 
rose is fresher and purer for the rain. 
We learn in the School of Suffering 
what we learn nowhere else. There are 

lessons taught there which no other 
department of this great university of 
life teaches. And as it is necessary for 
us to learn the lesson God puts us to 
school. It is hard to say: “Thy will 
be done,” but it brings the soul into the 
attitude of divine favor and insures a 

sublimer moral culture. It is the one 

way to learn the deepest truth and gain 
the highest comfort. 

If in these things we had our own way 
it would surely be no better. It would 
indeed be a great blunder, and the con- 

fusions of life would be more inexplica- 
ble. Were it not for the wise orderings 
of God there would be nothing but 
chaos in this world. It is sad for us at 
times, inexpressibly, though never 

hopelessly, sad; but looking at it in the 

light of our mortality we know that His 

ways are wise. Looking at it from the 
1 view-points of suffering and of reward 
we know that He is good, though His 
face be hidden in the cloud. A wife who 

recently had lost her husband by apo- 
plexy said: If I could only have a lit- 
tle talk with him about our affairs and 

enjoy the bliss of a conscious farewell 
it seems to me the absence would r.ot be 

so hard to endure, and I could be recon- 

ciled.” But when, to loving hearts, 
will the parting time be easy? Surely 
the second farewell would be harder 

than the first, and the consciousness 
that the separation would soon take 

place w’ould take away all Joy of the 

meeting. In that case the loved one 

whom she so longed to see would have 

to pass through death’s door a second 
time. 

His ways are wise, though in our dim 

vision we may not be able to see, and 

through lack of knowledge, may not 

comprehend. Surely we can trust Him 

and wait. The veil will soon be drawn 
aside when, with clearer vision, in the 

unveiling and unfolding of the things 
that are hidden, we shall see a beauty 
in His purpose that we cannot discover 
here. It may be hard to toil oa alone 

for a little season, but in that toil there 

is a purpose and out of it will come a 

spirit cleansed for the kingdom and the 
fellowship to come. It is God's way., 
and His way, though it be in the sea or 

through the deep water, is wise, alwayr 
and forever wise. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

Lesson in the International Series fo> 
% May 8, 1904—Watchfulness— 

Temperance Lesson. 

THE LESSON TEXT. 
(Luke 12:35-48.) 

88. Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning; 

36. And ye yourselves like unto men that 
wait (or their lord when he will return 
from the wedding; that when he cometh 
and knocketh, they may open unto him 
immediately. 

87. Blessed are those servants, who the 
lord when he cometh shall find watching; 
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to 
meat, and! will come forth and serve them. 

38. And If he shall come In the second 
watch, or come in the third watch, and (Inti 
them so, blessed are those servants. 

32. And this know, that if the good man 
of the house had known what hour 
the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and not have suffered his house 
to be broken through. 

40. Be ye therefore also; for the Son 
of Man cometh at an hour when ye think 
not. 

41. Then Peter said unto Him: Lord, 
speakest Thou this parabie unto us, or even 
to a.117 

42. And the Lord said: Who then is that 
faithful and wise steward, whom his lord 
shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them their portion of meat In due season? 

43. Blessed is that servant, whom his 
lord when he cometh shall find so doing 

44. Of a truth I say unto you,' that he w ill 
make him rulier over all that he hath. 

45. But and if that servant say in his 
heart: My lord delayeth his coming; and 
shall begin to beat the men servants and 
maid servants, and to eat and drink, and to 
be drunken; 

46. The lord of that servant will come in a 

day when he looketh not for him, and at an 
hour when he is not aware, and will cut 
him In sunder, and will appoint him his por- 
tion with the unbelievers. 

47. And that servant, which knew his 
fc>rd’.-» will, and prepared not himself, nei- 
ther did according to his will, shall be beat- 
en with many stripes. 

48. But he that knew' not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 
with f^w stripes. For unto whomsoever 
much Is giiven, of him shall be much re- 

quired; and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching.—Luke 12:37. 

OUTLINE OF SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
Woes Against the Pharisees.. .Luke 11:37-54 
Warnings Against Pharisees...Luke 12:1-12 
Parable of Rich Fool.Luke 12:13-34 
•axHoriaiions to » aicn.n.ao-ia 

TIME.—November or December of A. D. 
29. About four months before the cruoi- 
lixion. 

.PLACE.—Peraea. 
NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

“Let your loins be girded:” A Syrian 
even to-day is not “in commission,” so 

to speak, without his girdle. The loose 

flowing robes make action of any kind 
awkward and difficult. “Your lamps 
burning:” The servants expected their 
Lord to return in the night. Without 
lamps they could not do their work, 
and that was the one thing in the 
world for them to do at that time. 
"Blessed are those servants, whom the 
Lord when He cometh shall find watch- 
ing:” Not simply waiting, ready to do 
their duty, but doing it, and it was 

hard, too; let those who have done 

night watching testify. “He shall gird 
himself, and serve them:” Be- 
cause of His gratification over their 
faithfulness. What of the satisfaction 
God must feel in seeing such fine, alert 
faithfulness now? “The second watch:” 
The night was divided into four 
watches. 

“If the master of the house had 
known:” But he did not know; he 
never does and never can. The only 
way is to be ready all the time. 

“Lord, speakest thou this parable 
unto us:” There was no answer, but 
another question,—“Who then?” An- 
swer for yourself. Notice that the 
wise Stewart was faithful to his work; 
the reward for duty well done was 

more duty to do; more and higher 
work. The steward who was unfaith- 
ful because there was no one there to 

watch him made a great mistake. No 
one can sin with impunity whether he 
is watched or not. “Cut him asunder:” 
A very strong expression; sometimes 
taken literally, but better figuratively 
“cut him up,” as we should say, with 
terrific scourging (so Adeney and 
Bruce). 

“That servant, who knew many 
stripes; but he that knew not 

few stripes:" The ethical principle, 
seen before in these lessons, that men 

are judged, and rightly, according to 

their light. “Nothing can be duty, in 
the sense of morally binding upon us 

at any time, which we have not at that 
time the means of knowing. The idea 
of unknown duty, as present obliga- 
tion, is an impossible one. The maxim 
that ‘ignorance of the law excuses no 
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eral expediency in the administration 
of human law. Still, it is not rigidly 
applied in any civilized society. Satis- 
factory proof of entire ignorance will, 

mitigate or set aside the penalty. As 
a principle of morals the maxim is ut- 

terly false.”—President Fairchild. God 

judges us according to our light. We 
are often to blame for not having 
found more light; but it is in that 
rather than in the act done as a result 
of our ignorance that the sin lies. The 
messenger boy who takes a valuable 
bundle to his own house instead of 
to the purchaser, because under, the in- 
fluence of liquor, is guilty in God’s 
sight of what? Simply of putting him- 
self knowingly into a condition in 
which he knew it was dangerous and 
therefore wicked to come. That was 

his sin; the rest was done as it were 

in his sleep. In the sight of the law, 
however, he is guilty both of drunken- 
ness and theft. 

Terse Sayings. 
The conquest of truth makes a man 

a king. 
Most people are caught by sin trying 

to take the bait without the hook. 
Better a bare board with the bless- 

ing of God than His curse on a full one. 

Sin is a straight line away from 
God, and not a circuitous route back 
to Him. 

The most painful things about this 
world teach us the most precious 
things about another. 

Though life’s labor leads us to turn 
many ways the compass of the soul 
turns ever to Christ.—Ram’s Horn. 

Marquis Ito, the Japanese statesman, 
is described as an indefatigable reader 
of European and American literature. 
He reads not only the standard works, 
but the new publications and the cur- 

rent periodicals of both hemispheres are 

devoured. He reads German, French, 
English and Chinese as easily as he 
reads his own language. 

A portrait of the dowager empress of 

China, which was painted by an Ameri- 

can, Miss Carl, was exhibited on the 13th 
at the foreign office in Peking to all the 

foreign ministers. The portrait will be 
sent to the St Louis exposition. 

WOMEN’S WOES. 

Jluch of women’s daily woe is duo to 
kidney trouble. Sick 
kidneys cause back- 
ache, languor, blind 
headaches, dizziness, 
insomnia and urinary 
troubles. To cure 

yourself you must 
cure the kidneys. 
Profit by the experi- 
ence of others who 
have been cured. 

Mrs. William W. 
Ilrown, professional 
nurse, of 16 Jane St,, 
Paterson, N. J., says: 
“I have not only seen 

much suffering and 
many deaths from 

kidney trouble, but I have suffered my- 
self. At one time I thought I could not 
live. My back ached, there were fre- 
quent headaches and dizzy spells, and 
the kidney secretions were disordered. 
Doan’s Kidney Pills helped me from the 
first, and soon relieved me entirely of all 
the distressing and painful symptoms.” 

A FREE TRIAL of this great kidney 
medicine which cured Mrs. Brown will 
be mailed on application to any part of 
the United States. Address Foster- 
Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y. For sale 

by all druggists; price 50 cents per box. 

BRIDGE WHIST RULES 
IN RHYME 

BY II. C. DU VAXj 

CACY TO LEARN AND 
I TO REMEMBER 

THE BEST WAV TO OBTAIN A 
THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THE GAUE. 
FOR 8ALE BY ALL NEWS DEALERS. 

PAFRAET8 BOOK CO..TROY, N.Y. 
Mioa 28 OINT8. 

One Ahead of Him. 

Two candidates for office in Mis- 
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of the State and in one town their 
appearance was almost simultaneous. 
The candidate last arriving happened 
to stop at a house for the purpose of 
getting a drink of water. To the little 
girl who answered his knock at the 
door he said—when she had given him 
the desired draught and he had offered 
her in recompense some candy: “Did 
the man ahead of me give you any- 
thing?” 

“Oh! yes, sir,” replied the bright 
girl; “he gave me candy." 

“Ah!” exclaimed the candidate, 
“here’s five cents for you. I don’t sup- 
pose that he gave you any money?” 

The youngster laughed merrily. 
“Yes, he did, too! He gave me ten 
cents!” 

Not to be outdone, the candidate 

gave the little one another nickel, and, 
picking her up in his arms, kissed her. 

“Did he kiss you, too?” he asked, 
genially. 

“Indeed, he did, sir!” responded the 
little girl, “and he kissed ma, too!”— 
Collier's Weekly. 

A Soft Snap. 
Ex-Senator Mason, of Illinois, was 

seated with a party of friends in a 

Washington cafe one evening when 
the circle was joined by the son of a 

big Western capitalist whose aim in 
life seemed to be a continuous jubilee. 
He was of that class inelegantly 
known as "butters in,” and it was soon 

evident that his presence was dis- 
tasteful to the senator. “My old man 

doesn’t put up a cent for me,” said the 

young man, displaying a fat roll of 

greenbacks. “I’m on my own re- 

sources.” 
“How did you manage it?” asked 

one of the party. ‘Y’ou must have 
some sort of a ‘snap.’ 

“This is my ‘snap,’ said the gay 
spendthrift, impressively touching his 
head. 

“And there’s not a softer ‘snap’ in 
the world,” assented Senator Mason.— 

Troy Times. 

“Why aren’t you as smart as some 

of these story-book detectives?” “1 
would be,” answered the plain-clothes 
man, “if I could follow their method 
and invent a crime to fit my theories 
instead of inventing theories to fit a 

crime.”—Washington Star. 

“Goodness only knows,” said the old 
parson, “I have had a hard time sepa- 
rating the good from the bad.” “Ex- 
cuse me,” spoke up the doubtful dea- 
con. “but are von alludinc to the con- 

gregation or the collection box?”— 
Chicago Daily News. 

Daniel Boone was cutting his way 
through the forests of Kentucky. 
am wondering.” he mused, looking 
down at the dark and bloody ground 
“whether they will ever get off any 
newspaper jokes on me about whisky 
or colonels?” 

It seems they never did. 

SOAKED IN COFFEE 
Until Too Stiff to Bend Over. 

“When I drank coffee I often had sick 
headaches, nervousness and biliousness 
much of the time but about 2 years 
ago I went to visit a friend and got 
in the habit of drinking Postum. 

“I have never touched coffee since 
and the result has been that I have 
been entirely cured of all my stomach 
and nervous trouble. 

“My mother was just the same way, 
we all drink Postum now and have 
never had any coffee in the hohse for 
2 years and we are all well. 

“A neighbor of mine, a great coffee 
drinker, was troubled with pains in her 
side for years and was an invalid. She 
was not able to do her work and could 
not even mend clothes or do anything 
at all where she would have to bend 
forward. If she tried to do a little 
hard work she would get such pains 
that she would have to lie down for 
the rest of the day. 

“I persuaded her at last to stop 
drinking cofTee and try Postum rood 
Coffee and she did so and she has used 
Postum ever since; the result has 
been that she can now do her work, 
can sit for a whole day and mend an\l 
can sew on the machine and she never 
feels the least bit of pain in her side 
in fact she has got well and it shows 
coffee was the cause of the whol# 
trouble. 

“I could also tell you about several 
other neighbors who have been cured 
by quitting coffee and using Postum 
in its place.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look in each pkg. for the famous 
little book, “The Road to Wellville." 
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