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The writer is very much gratified at 

the interest being shown in the matter of 

preparing and marketing the syrup crop 
of the State. A number of interesting 
articles on the subject have been received 
and will be given space later. The fol- 

lowing, f4bm Mr. W. B. Mercier, of Cen- 

treville, is of especial interest. Mr. Mer- 
cier is a graduate of the A. & M. Col- 
lege, class of 1892, and is a successful 
farmer. He is well informed, and what 
he says is worthy of careful considera- 
tion: 

“There seems to be but few of our 

people who realize that Mississippi will 

produce sugar cane equal to Louisiana 
in every respect, and the hill lands pro- 
duce a much superior quality in saccha- 
rine matter. I am sure that cane can 

be grown profitably in any part of the 

State. It looks more than strange that 
a majority of our people go on year after 

year, eating glucose, mixtures and the 

various substitutes for syrup, when pure 
and wholesome syrup can be raised so 

easily. It will produce anywhere from 
200 to 600 gallons per acre, owing, of 

course, to soil and attention given it. It 
is as easily cultivated as a cotton crop. 
The hardest part is the grinding, and 
this is not so bad when the farmer fixes 

up for it. Besides, you can always get 
help to grind cane when you can’t for 
other work. If there is anything a crowd 
of negroes enjoy more than another, it 
is taking of! ‘a grinding.’ 

“The great drawback has been, or 

seems to have been, how to keep the 

syrup from sugaring, also from ferment- 

ing or souring when hot weather comes. 

This can be readily done by putting up 
in jugs, cans, bottles, frtiit jars, etc. 

The nicest way to put up for home use 

in small families is in pint and quart 
fruit jars. By this means you can have 
novfooflv frncli ivrun Psifh HiVV flS if. Will 

begin to ferment in hot weather within 

forty-eight hours after the air strikes 
it. Jugs are good for home use or local 

trade, but for shipping, the tin can is 
the only thing practicable and safe. I 
hare been using the gallon can for sev- 

eral years, and it has always been satis- 
factory. Have kept syrup perfectly 
fresh and just as from the pan for three 

or four years. 
“I believe that I am safe in asserting 

that there was put up in this section 
last fall 10,000 gallons in cans, and it 
has all been sold at profitable prices, and 
now the local markets are practically 
bare of good syrup. I think there is 

scarcely a limit to the amount that could 
be sold if the business was gone at sys- 
tematically and pushed as any other in- 

dustry must be to succeed. It will cer- 

tainly help to diversify our crops, and I 
venture the assertion that if we put- the 

energy and time on it that is put on cot- 

ton, we would make three times the clear 

profit on the crop, do it with more ease, 
•with just as much certainty of ready 
sales and much more certainty of a uni- 
form price. 

“Cans"may be either gallon, half-gal- 
lon or quarts, and in some instances 
■smaller. The gallon and half-gallon cans 

are supplied, if one desires, with self- 

sealing tops; the smaller cans would have 

to be soldered, which can be done very 
rapidly with a little practice. The syrup 
should be run into the cans or other ves- 

sels while hot from the evaporator, as 

reheating takes from it that peculiar and 
most desirable flavor found in choice cane 

syrup. The best grade syrup is made by 
boiling just to the point before it begins 
to granulate in the cook pans, or to 

about 35 or 36 degrees, Bauine sugar hy- 
drometer, a simple instrument which ac- 

curately gives the density of the syrup. 
The syrup should never be allowed to 

■cool before sealing air-tight, it matters 
not what character of vessel it is put in. 

It will keep all right in barrels and kegs 
as long as the weather is eool, but as 

soon as warm weather logins, nothing 
but small air-tight vessels will preserve 
it properly. 

“I hope to see the day when canning 
syrup for the general markets will be 

■one of Mississippi’s leading industries.” 
Those interested in the handling and 

marketing of syrup are urged to cut out 

and preserve this article, as well as those 
bv Mr. Herrington and others who have 
been kind enough to furnish them. 

* * * 

The “Diversified Farming Special” to 

be operated over the lines of the Illinois 

Central, Yazoo & Mississippi Valiev and 

other roads in Mississippi this fall is be- 

ginning to attract attention throughout 
the sections to be visited. It is, in fact, 
a comprehensive farmers’ institute on 

w'heels, and gives to those who would 

better their condition in life and adopt 
improved methods an opportunity of 

ft learning something from practical men 

I wi,o will speak from experience and in 
lit terms that will be easily understood by 

mm an. Thu writer is in receipt of the foi- 
lowing letter from Capt. J. F. Merry, 
general immigration agent of the L. C. 
system, and who, with Mr. Cl&ire, in- 
dustrial commissioner of the same sys- 
tem, are deeply interested in this train 

i and its possibilities of good: 
H. K. Blakeslee, Commissioner, Jackson, 

Miss.: 
My Dear Sir—I am sure that it will 

gratify you, as it will all of our friends 
in Mississippi, to know that Prof. Hol- 
den, of the Iowa Agricultural College, 
and' the noted corn expert, has advised 
me that he will be with us on the “Di- 

I 
versified Farming Special” during the 
month of October. Probably no man in 

this country has made such a thorough 
study of corn production. The enclosed 
article from one of our Iowa papers will 
«ive you something of an idea of what 
he is doing in this State, and I am sure 

that the speeches he will make in Mis- 

sissippi will be full of just such practical 
information as will be profitable to your 
farmers. Mississippi is naturally a corn 

as well as a cotton State, and I believe 
that more attention will be paid to the 
cultivation of corn in the future than 
there has been in the past. Already it 
has been demonstrated that alfalfa can 

be successfully grown in Mississippi. 
With plenty of corn and alfalfa, there is 

no reason in the world why the farmer! 
of your State should not raise their owr 

horses, mules, cattle and hogs, the sanu 

as we do in Illinois and Iowa. I eonfi 
dently believe' our trip through youi 
State during the month of October wil 
result in great practical good. Yours 
truly, 

J. F. MERRY, G. I. A. 
This letter contains pleasing informa 

tion. While the methods employed anc 

advocated by Prof. Holden might not ex 

actly be what would be required in this 
section, he is undoubtedly in a position tc 
give valuable information. The Missis 
sippi Division of the Southern Cotton As 
sociation will furnish one or more abb 
men to talk on diversification, and thi 
A. & M. College, with its excellent corps 
of speakers, will Is? prepared to give in 
struction on various important subjects 
This special will be an innovation in th< 
South, and is capacitated to do greai 
good if the people will show an interesl 
and come to meet the train at its sev 

eral stops. That this interest is bein|£ 
awakened is proven by the inquiries that 
reach this office concerning the date il 
will be at various stations along tin 
routes named. The sciu^ule has noi 
been announced as yet, but all will b( 
furnished with this information as.sooi 
as it is possible to do so. Begin right 
now to make your arrangements to meet 
this train at your nearest railroad sta 
tion and profit by what is offered. 

* * # 

A lack of respect for the Christian re 

ligion is to be deprecated above al 
things, and the following sermon read t 

.young man by one of our bright Soutl 
Mississippi papers is worthy a wide cir 
dilation: 

‘‘We heard one of our young men mak 
ing sport of religion in front of our of 
fice the other day. His mustache hai 
just begun to sprout, and judging fron 
his talk his mental faculties were not s< 

well developed as his mustache. During 
our brief stay upon earth we have seei 

many just such young men cold in death 
We have seen the atheist at rest in hi: 
casket, but before being consigned t< 
their last resting place they have al 
been carried through the doors of s 

church and had prayers said over them 
This young man could scoff at religioi 
in his strength and beauty of health 
but if the dark angel should hover ove: 
him he would inst.inetivelv reerret wha1 
he had said and look into the futur< 
with fear and trembling. When on< 

stands before the open door of eternity 
his- desire to scoff at religion quickli 
vanishes. We admit that there are ba< 
men in the church, but even these blacl 
sheep in the flock might be blacker i 
they were outside. No young man, oi 

old one, either, should condemn the nobh 
efforts of the army of Christian mei 

and women being made towards the bet 
terment of conditions in general. Anc 
whether we attend church or not, few o 

us would desire to live in a community 
where there was no church or influence o: 

Christian people to be felt. Young man 
in the future, if you must scoff at relig 
ion, please get a little further from oui 

office if you do not want to see you] 
name in print.” 

*. * * 

To disprove the impression that truck 
ing is not profitable in the Northern enc 
of the State, the following from a Ten 
nessee paper is offered: 

“A Humboldt correspondent of a Nash 
ville paper offers this concerning the ok 
cabbage crop of his section: Althougl 
the prices received for strawberries in tin 
Humboldt territory this season .were noi 

quite so good as they should have beei 
to make the business especially profit 
able, the unusually high price of cabbag< 
is more than making up for the shortage 
in the other crop. As an example o] 
what the. growers are making off theii 
cabbage crop, your correspondent had £ 
talk with J. B. Darety, an up-to-dat( 
grower living here. Mr. Darety statet 
that he had only a little over three acre: 

in cabbage, that would make something 
like 600 crates. After paying for the 
marketing of his crop and the boxes ii 
which they were shipped, Mr. Daretj 
said that he would clear a little ovei 

$1.00 per crate. This makes about $60( 
for the crop, or nearly $200 per acre 

Many others have larger crops, and al 
are receiving the same prices.” 

If this can be done, and it is being 
done in Tennessee, there is absolutely m 
reason why the industry should not bi 
uuuuucvcu jMwuiauiv imuu^uuui u 

Mississippi. It might not be well to tn 
every article in the trucking line, bui 
cabbage can be grown profitably and fol 
lowed by a corn crop larger than if tin 
ground had not been already planted it 
cabbage. Some of the other plant: 
might be handled just as well, and then 
should be an effort made along this line 
and let it be seen just what can be don< 
and with what success. 

* * • 

Mr. B. II. Mathews, of Hemingway 
Holmes county, planted a lemon seed in t 

hot house, and the first result of his can 
was a- monster lemon that measured fiv< 
and one-half inches long, twelve incite! 
in circumference and weighed seventeei 
ounces. This monster fruit was as large 
as half a dozen ordinary lemons, ant 

goes to prove what Mississippi can d< 
when the trial is half made. We nee< 

people like Mr. Mathews to exemplify t< 
our people what can be done in our greai 
State with a little effort. 

* * • 

W. T. Quinn, editor of the Neshobi 
Democrat, announces the following inno 
vation in Ills section: “On a trip up tin 
road a few days since wc fell in with oiu 

friend, F. M. Estis, of Noxanaper, wh< 
is branching out in a new line of indue 
try for this section. He has put in i 

small canning factory and nursery. Hi! 
fruit and tomatoes compare favorabh 
with those shipped in here. In fact, ii 
a test, his peaches were pronounced bet 
ter than the California fruit on this mar 

ket. He has a number of trees ready foi 
transplanting this season.” 

* # # 

That the railroads will bear tlieir por 
tion of the expense of development, a: 

well as participate in the general pros 
perity that is now being experienced, ii 
assured. The Railroad Commission hai 
raised their assessment something liki 
twelve million dollars in the State, an( 

it is to be hoped that they will not re 

sist strenuously the increase. Othci 
property is showing a larger per cent, o: 

increase, and the railroads should fall ii 
line with the small farmer and others ii 
the way of paying taxes. * 

* * * 

Amos Loveless, of Collins, writes inter 
estingly on the handling of syrup, ant 

proposes something like the article fran 
Mr. Mcrcier this week. Mr. Loveless ii 

growing it successfully every year, am 

profitably, too. 

f 

] FARMER AND PLANTER 

A TRIP THROUGH THE SOUTH. 

tome of the Thfngs Seen by the Way- 
tide—Thoughts Suggested 

* V Thereby. 

Mrs. Farmer, some wqeks ago th'ls 
old hayseed took a ride over all the 

cotton states east of the Mississippi 
river. Went to see about cotton and 

other crops so that I could tell you 

Just how things are. 

I saw the mother and little chil- 
dren in the field at work, just as we 

see It In our state. I saw the un- 

painted house with the window glass 
out and the dilapidated barn or pole 
stable and fence down. I saw the 

farmer in town or on the cars dressed 
lm his cheap suit of clothes. 

As I noticed these familiar sights 
I thought the down-south folks do 

not make any more money raising 
cotton than we do; anyway, they, 
have a mighty poor way of showing 
their prosperity. 

Oh, yes, I saw some fine places, 
and when possible, made inquiry 
about them. Usually I learned that 

! the finest farms with good buildings 
belong to farmers who believe in 

mixed farming—grains, grass, corn, 

cotton, hogs, cattle, etc. Such place* 
had a home like “heartsome” look. 

; (Tour home will look that way, too, 
when you shake old hayseed away 

from “all-cotton.”) 
I saw very few strong negro men 

at work in fields. The blacks that 

I saw at field work were old Uncle 
; Joe, the women and children. 

I saw great crowds of strong negro 

men at raih-oad building, saw-mill 

plants, at sewer johs, or other city 
work. They are paid $1.50 to $2.00 

per day. 
To induce that labor back to cot- 

ton farms will require cotton to sell 

at 25 cents per pound. 
Railroad building, cutting down 

grades, straightening crooks in roads, 
and double tracking can be seen 

everywhere. And the town and city 
building is something big. Every 

■«« x_ Au.r v.o o ViiiotlinfF nn. 
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pearance. 
Saw-mills, one after another, with 

great stacks of lumber, are found 

wherever there is timber. 
And cotton pays for all these in- 

dustries. Does Old Hayseed get his 

■hare of profits? 
I am one of these inquisitive kind 

of fellows. I ask questions of Tick 
and poor, farmers or bankers, men, 

women and children. By so doing I 

learned that more oats had been 

sown and more corn planted than in 

any year since the war. These crops 
were fine, oats being harvested—and 
what pleased me was to see so nftich 
of the crops being cut in the “dough” 
to make hay. 

Invariably, every town or city man 

who talked to me about cotton said 

there was an increase in acreage over 

1905—some putting it as much as 

12 per cent. Every farmer or farm- 

er’s wife, said there was scarcely any 

increase, or said there was a de- 

crease. Who should know about this, 
the town people or the country peo- 

ple? 
The prettiest sight I saw (except 

the pretty women) was on Mr. Walter 
Olark’s farm in Cohoura county, 
Miss.,—fifty acres of red clover 

twenty inches or more high and thick 

as it could stand. Just across the 

road from the clover was a field of 

130 acres in alfalfa—one crop cut 
and gone to market and another 

growth of fifteen inches ready to cut. 
Mr. Clark told me he made a great 

deal more clear money from his al- 
falfa acres than he did from cotton 
acres, even at eleven cents per pound 
tor cotton. 

When one farmer begins to sow 

grain, grass and grow pigs and calves, 
It Is catching. Neighbors see the ad- 

vantage of the mixed farming and 

they take the disease. I found this 
to be the case about in spots in every 
state.—Charles Cotton Moore, in Pro- 
gressive Farmer. 

A NEW SOURCE OF WEALTH. 

1 A New Line of Work for the Southern 
Cottonseed Oil Mills in the Idle 

Season. 

It has been known all along that the 
1 removal of the tax on denatured alco- 

hol would lead to the use of enormous 

! quantities of potatoes far the manu- 

facture of this product; now it devel- 
ops that the cotton oil mills of the 
south may put all other enterprises 
at a disadvantage in this work. A 

practical test was made recently by 
Mr. J. C. Spurlin, of Arkansas, show- 
ing that the oil manchinery is espe- 
cially adapted to the work, and at the 

meeting of the South Carolina Cotton 
Seed Crushers’ association the mat- 
ter was extensively discussed, the 

| possibility of using sweet as well as 

Irish potatoes being considered. The 
i Charleston News and Courier, wrlt- 

lng of the matter says: 
1 “The suggestion of Mr. Christopher 

Fitzsimmons to the Cotton Seed 
1 

Crushers’ association that cottonseed 

; oil mill machinery might perhaps be 
utilized for the manufacture of dena- 
tured alcohol from sweet potatoes and 
Irish potatoes, deserves careful inves- 

tigation. The removal by Congress 04 
he tax on denatured alcohol is' ex- 

pected to cause a revolution in many 
of the arts, and it is promised that the 

1 demand for the liquid will be enbr- 
xnous. We have already pointed out 

; that, if potatoes may be profitably 
! employed in the manufacturfe, the con- 

, ditions are present in South Carolina 
for the development of a new and im- 

portant industry. 
“The one drawback to the cotton- 

■eed crushing business is that its 
season is short. The mills are at 
work from the beginning of the cotton 

1 harvest In September until February 
( 

or March, and for the remaining 
! 'months of the year the plants are 

‘dead.’ To find even partial employ- 
1 ment for the mills in the summer. Ice- 

making machines have, been built in 
connection with them and various 
other schemes have been tried. Gen- 

1 erally these have not proved success- 

ful, and in most of the oil mills in the 
South the engines are idle while fixed 

charges continue and lessen the 

profits to the owners. 
“Potatoes begin to come in very soon 

after the supply of cotton is exhaust- 
1 «d. If they can be converted into 

alcohol at a cost which will permit 

the product to he sold to competition 
with producers elsewhere, a great 
field for profit-earning will be opened 
In the south. It will hardly be dis- 

puted that potato crops, of both kinds, 
can be. raised as cheaply In South 
Carolina as they can be raised any- 
where in the United States.”—Pro- 
gressive Farmer. 

Have No Right to Complain. 
It seems in order to say (in relation 

to the meat scandals) that at least 

southern towns, cities, and communi- 
ties have no right to complain. If 

at any time they have suffered, either 
in their stomachs or their pockets, 
because of the high price or the un- 

wholesome character of Chicago meat 

products, they have only themselves 
to blame.. There has never been the 
smallest reason why they should not 
feed themselves from their own 

nerds, flocks, fields, daries and barn- 

yards. The south is rich in farming 
and grazing lands, and the inhabitants 
thereof can raise beef cattle, sheep, 
hogs, poultry, and vegetables of the 

very finest quality and in unlimited 
quantity if they choose. Why need 

they go to Chicago, Kansas City, Oma- 
ha, or any other distant market for 
food which they can produce them- 
selves? And if they persist in a pol- 
icy so unnecessary and so improvi- 
dent, they might have the grace to 
realize that it is their fault and re- 

frain from condemnation of others. 
The pastures of the south can turn 
out as good beef ^nd mutton as the 

stock-yards of Chicago can. Southern 
farms are capable of furnishing as 

high-class butter, milk, eggs, etc., as 

any farms in Iowa or Kansas. Why 
then, do not the southern people help 
themselves instead of calling upon 
Hercules to help them and filling the 
air with complaint and imprecation 
when "he fails to answer to their satis- 
faction—Washington Post. 

Should Be a Busy Time. 
Now is the season when every 

house-wife in the south should be 

busy canning fruit and vegetables for 
winter use. Many do their duty in 
this line, but the majority put it off 
until too late and then during the 
bleak winter days and rainy early 
spring days, they can not give their 
tables that variety it will so much 
need and which the family will so 

much appreciate, and which will ad I 

very materially to their health. You 
ii__a- 
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cans, of two pounds capacity; but you 
can put them up much more readily 
in pint, quart and half-gallon jars. 
This saves all trouble of soldering, 
and if we would take good care of the 

jars, adding to the stock each year, it 
would be just as cheap as the tin cans 

In the long run. Can everything you 
can, corn, beans, okra, tomatoes, 
peaches, apples, grapes, etc. Put up 
some this week and some next, until 

you have a plenty to carry your family 
through the winter. The frying-pan is 

injuring the health of many families 
among our rural population. We do 
not want so much fried food. Give 
your family a variety and nothing's 
so helpful towards this end as your 
canned goods. Our farmers are going 
to have money this fall, getting such 
good prices for their cotton, so house- 
wives, you will do well to discount 
enough of it to get a full supply of 
cans or jars as you may desire and 
fill them for your winter’s use.— 

Southern Cultivator. 

For Fall Forage. 
Dwarf Essex rape should be sown 

at once as a fall feed. Rape looks 

very much like the turnip. It is wide- 
ly cultivated in Europe and will be In 
United States when the farmers learn 
its value. In the south it can be 
sown for fall and winter forage. It 
desires a rich soil, but will do well 
where an average yield of corn can 

be produced. It takes from the soil 
almost a similar quantity of nitrogen, 
potask and phosphoric acid that corn 

does, but if hogs be kept upon it, the 
condition of the land will be In much 
better condition than if a corn crop 
had been grown upon it. Where a plat 
of land has been in rape and the crop 
has been eaten by hogs or sheep a 

wheat crop following on that same 

land will produce ap increased yield. 
This is an important discovery to the 
farmers who are complaining about 
small wheat crops.—Southern Culti- 
vator. 

HERE AND THERE. 

Weedy pastures are said to be ap- 
petizing for sheep; if true there are 

portions of the southwest that 
would be veritable sanitariums for 

sheep. 
The vitality of the flock is often 

Impared by breeding immature ewes. 

Many excellent breeders say the ewe 

should be two years pld when its first 
lamb is dropped. 

Insects and worms are great ene- 

mies to all kinds of fruit trees and 
should be destroyed by man. No grass 
or weeds should ever be allowed to 
grow near newly-planted tree3. 

A profitable orchard is not a pomo 
logical museum. There must be a 

large quantity of uniform fruit to 
make any district commercially prom- 
ient. 

There are many ways in which a 

southern farmer can achieve success; 
each individual should choose a sys- 
tem that according to his means, sur- 

roundings and ability or tastes offers 
to him the greatest certainty of his 
succeeding, and then push it for all 
there is in it. 

Good farming increases rather than 
diminishes- soil-fertility. In almost 
every community there are farmers 
who are Increasing and conserving 
the productivity of the soil, but it Id 
an undisputed fact that where there 
is one such farmed there are ten 
whose carelesseness suffers their land 
to run down and grow weaker under 
cultivation. 

Among the summer crops that may 
be grown by seeding broadcast may be 
mentioned millet, Hungarian grass, 
rape and cow peas. Corn may also 
be grown profitably for fodder by 
broadcasting the seed, but the pre- 
ferred mode is to drill the seed in 
rows and cultivate, which is also ap- 
plicable to rape and cow peas. 

Keep a clean dust bath within easy 
reach of the fowls, and they will rid 
themselves of the little red mites. If 
they refuse to use the dust bath in the 
poultry house during the summer, 
spade up a fresh clean spot in the 
yard, and see how freely they will 
wallow in It- 

I DUD MAN'S JOKE 
PERHAPS HE ENJOYED IT IN 

THE SPIBIT LAND. 

Anyway, It Worked Vez'y Success- 

fully on Friend Who Hitherto 
Had Sincerely Mourned 

His Loss. 

Thornley was a lovable chap, but 
an inveterate practical Joker. When 
ho decided to accept the offer of the 
South American syndicate and go to 
Venezuela his friends, who had suf- 
fered much from his pranks, wondered 
what he would do to the gentle sub- 
jects of ffiprlano Castro. There were 

a dozen or more of them at the pier 
to see him off. Among them was Rol- 
ber. Between Thornley and Rolber 
there was a tie stronger than ordi- 
nary friendship. They had been boys 
together They had been schoolmates. 
They married about the same time 
and were neighbors for many years. 

“Gus, old man,” said Thornley, as 

they were saying good-by for the last 

time, “I wish I had something to give 

He Had His Joke at Last.' 

you to remember me by. but I’ve been 
so busy lately preparing for this trip 
that I haven't had time to think of 
anything. Don’t forget to write, will 
you?" ^ 

They shook hands again and then 
Thornley, reaching in his pocket, drew 
out three cigars. 

"Smoke those, old man, and when 
you’re smoking them remember me,” 
he said. 

Rolber took the cigars. The steam- 
er sailed away and a few weeks later 
a letter from Thornley told of his safe 
arrival. Everything was strange, he 
said, but he hoped he would like the 
country. 

Letters came at intervals and then 
came the news of Thornley’s death. 
He had caught a fever and died sud- 
denly. 

The news was a great shock to 
Rolber. It was as if he had lost a 

brother. 
Of the three cigars Thornley had 

given to him that day when he sailed 
away two had been smoked. Rolber 

preferred a pipe to a cigar, and after 
he heard of Thornley’s death he had 
no desire to smoke the third. He put 
the cigar on his mantelpiece at home 
under a glass case, and every time he 
looked at it his thoughts turned to 
his dead friend. 

Two years passed and still the cigar 
remained in its old place. Then, one 

night, Rolber discovered that all his 

smoking tobacco was gone. He 
searched high and low, but could not 
discover anything to smoke. He went 
at last to the mantelpiece and looked 
at Thornley’s cigar. No, he would not 

think of smoking that. It would be a 

sacrilege. He turned away and took 

up a book. But there was no pleasure 
in reading. He was nervous and he 
needed a smoke. He searched again 
for some tobacco, although he knew 
there was none. Again he turned to 

read, but the craving of the steady 
smoker was too strong. He went and 
< « 11 Ti. i_i 1 
luuncu at cue u u»u 

but still was in good condition. Sen- 
timent and appetite struggled for a 

minute or two and sentiment won. 

Rolber walked away and tried to 

satisfy his craving by putting his 

empty pipe in his mouth and drawing 
on it as if it were filled. Jhat did not 

do. He simply had to sthoke, and at 

last he turned back to the mantel- 

piece. lifted the glass case and took 
out Thornley’s cigar. Just a moment 
he wavered. Then he struck a match, 
held the flame close to the cigar arfd 
with a sigh of satisfaction he drew in 
a lung full of smoke. It seemed to 

him that be never before had enjoyed 
a smoke so much. Three, four, five 
times he puffed contentment into his 

physical self and then— 
There was a sudden burst of fire 

and sparks, a sharp report, the cigar 
was a wreck and Rolber was as nerv- 

ous as a kitten. 
“Well, I’ll be switched,” said Rol- 

ber,'when he had recovered his wits. 
“Who would have thought that a man 

dead two years would play a joke on 

a fellow with a loaded cigar?" 

Curious Central African Nests. 
A curious nest, found in Central 

Africa by Dr. C. Christy, has been 
sent to the Natural History museum. 

It is made of froth and inside was a 

mass of tadpoles. 
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YUCATAN’S NATURAL WELLS 

Subterranean Rivers Around Which 
the Mayas Built Their Strange 

Cities in the Desert. 

Since Yucatan, where the Mayas 
built their strange cities, is a coral 
limestone formation, it would, says a 
writer in Records of the Past, have 
been a barren desert but for its sub- 
terranean rivers, and the cenotes, or 
water caverns, which give access to 
them. The Mayas noted the courses 
of the underground streams and buiU 
their towns round the cenotes. Many 
cenotes are now found surrounded by 
ruins, and give indications of the 
methods employed by the Mayas to 
reach their cool waters. In Uxmal 
a cenote about 40 feet deep is inhabit- 
ed by a peculiar species of fish. At 
Bolanchen there is a cenote having 
five openings in the rocks at the bot- 
tom of the cavern. Ladders made by 
tying tree trunks together lead down 
a total distance of 1,400 feet, but the 
perpendicular depth from the surface 
to the water is not over 500 feet. 

SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

British Bechuanaland Probably Can 
Boast of the Tiniest Building in 

Which Books Are Housed. 

The public library is one of the 
many blessings of civilization which 
the colonizing Britisher takes with 
him wherever he goes. From Kuru- 
man, in British Bechuanaland, comes 
this little snapshot which represents 
the "Kuruman public library.” 

Concerning this palatial institution 
a correspondent writes: “I think our 

library building may fairly claim to 
be one of the smallest, if not the 
smallest, in existence. In spite of its 
small size, the library Is well stocked 
with books and has a large number 
of subscribers.”—Wide World Maga- 
zine. 

Forest in the Water. 
Along the great blue current of 

Japan that sweeps down the Cali- 
fornia coast is strung a chain of 
islands. They are the summits of 
offshore -Sierras, a coast range of 
California that has been partly over- 

whelmed by the sea. All have a pe- 
culiar beard, or protecting growth of 
weed, that constitutes a perfect for- 
est about them, a giant seaweed grow- 
ing in water 60 or more feet in depth 
and forming a natural wave break 
and a home for countless marine ani- 
mals. The vines are sometimes 100 
feet in length, vast cables, with broad 
crimpled leaves of a dark olive hue, 
which assume graceful shapes in the 
tide. 

Stunned Fish an Easy Capture. 
A small boy, rowing on the Alle- 

gheny river at Pittsburg was startled 
when his oar struck and stunned an 

immense fish. Before it recovered the 
boy had towed his prey to land. It 
was nearly four feet long and weighed 
35 pounds. Old rivermen declared it 
a mammoth catfish. 

IRISH ROCKING STONE. 

Here ia a picture of a cromlech, or 

rocking stone, which occurs on the 
estate of the Earl Annesley, near 

Castlewellan, in County Down, Ire- 
land. The top stone, though many 
tons in weight,-is so delicately bal- 

anced that it can easily be moved by 
pushing it with an umbrella. 

The Child’s Viewpoint. 
Percy Alder, M. P., of London, told 

an amusing story of a small girl at 

a recent meeting of the Children’s 

Happy Evenings association. The 

child had been sent away to the coun- 

try for a holiday, and questioned as 

to what in all her holiday had pleased 
her most, this little slum maiden, 
whose London home adjoined a waste 

piece of land, replied: “.Seeing no 

dead cats.” 
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A Subject for Chiropody. 
Gen. Nelson A. Miles relates the 

story of a cowboy guide who put up 
one night at a tavern that was, by rea- 

son of some festivity in the little town 

in which it was located, taxed to its 

capacity. The guide found himself 
placed in a room with a stranger, but 

the tavern keeper assured him that 

the arrangement would prove satis- 

factory for the reason that his bedfel- 
low was a mild-mannered man from 

the east. Somewhat tired, the guide 
retired early. Determined to have at 

least his half of the bed, he strapped 
his spurs to his ankles. Apparently 
the eastern man, when he eventually 
went to bed, was seriously incon- 

venienced for during .the night he 

awoke the guide and said: 
"Pardon me, sir; but, if you’re a 

gentleman, you will trim your toe 

nails.”—Success Magazine. 

Any Month Will Do. 
Here and there some independent- 

minded young woman allows It to be 
known that she Is going to be mar- 

ried in some month other than June. 
—Chicago Daily News. 

Should Be an Expert. 
Matthew Fowlds, of Farwlck, near 

Kilmarnock, Scotland, who has Just 
celebrated hl3 hundredth birthday, has 
for 90 years plied the hand loom, and 
still earns his living as a weaver. His 

children, Including one son, who Is a 

member of the house of representatives 
In New Zealand, have gathered at Far- 
wlck to celebrate the birthday. 

Killed Pickerel with Brick. 
George Hartman killed a 20-pound 

pickerel with a brick. The fish had 

got into the shallow marsh at the 
foot of Main street, where it was dis- 
covered by Mr. Hartman. After chas- 

ing it about for awhile he finally 
threw a brick at it and killed it— 
Nelson Correspondence St. Paul Pio- 
neer Press. 

Making a Navy. 
Some of the largest ocean steamers 

can be converted into armed cruisers 
in 30 hours. 

Chance for Inventors. 
A new prize of flO.OOO is offered in 

France for the invention of a dirigible 
balloon. 

Jesus Teachingl 
How to Pray I 

SnndaySchool Lesson for July 22,1906 I 
Specially Prepared for Thi3 Paper. I 

LESSON TEXT.—Luke 11:1-13. Memory 
Verse:., 9 and 19. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—“Lord, teach us to 

pray.”—Luke 11:1. 
TIME—December, A. D. 29, not Ion* 

after last lesson. 
PLACE.—Somewhere in Perea. 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.—Exam- 

ples as to prayer: Prayers In secret, Matt. 
14:23; 26:39; Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16; 6:12: 9:18. 
In public, Matt. 11:25; 26:26; Luke 11:1; 
John 11:41; 17:1. Grace before meat. Matt. 
14:19 : 26:26; Mark 6:41. Long prayers, in 
public and in private. John 17; Mark 1:35; 
Luke 6:12. Short, ejaculatory prayers. 
Matt. 27:46; Luke 23:34; John 11:41; 12:27. 
Prayer for friends. Matt. 19:13; Luke 22:32; 
John 17. Prayer for enemies, Luke 23:34. 
Prayer for himself (but always with the 
thought of others). Matt. 26:39 ; 37:46. 
Christ's teachings about prayer: 

Group 1. Matt. 6:5, 6. 
Group 2. Matt. 6:7, 8. 
Group 3. Matt.6:9-13. 
Group 4. Mark 11:25; Matt. 5:44. 
Group 5. Mark 11:22; Luke 17:6; Matt. 

21:21; Mark 11:23; Matt. 17:20; Mark 11:24; 
Matt. 21:22. 

Group 6. Luke 18:1-8; 11:5-9. 
Group 7. Luke 11:11-13. 
Group 8. Luke 18:9-14. 
Group 9. Matt. 18:19. 29; 9:37. 3« 

__ 

Group 10. John 14:13, 14; 15:7, 16; 16:23, 
*4. 26. 27. 

It was now late in the year A. D. 
29, or possibly early in 30. Jesus was 

probably still in Perea, though the ex- 

act locality is unknown. Jesus, in 
these teachings about prayer, repeats 
the several petitions of that prayer 
first given in his Sermon on the Mount. 
He doubtless found it necessary more 

than once fo teach thus particularly on 

the all-important subj'ect of earnest 

prayer, and also would naturally give 
a form of prayer; but the differences 
noticeable in the two reports—Matt. 
6:9-13, and verses 2-4 before us—show 
that he placed no emphasis upon the 
exact words. He sought rather, by this 

model, to show in what spirit we 

should approach God and what peti- 
tions we may bring to him with assur- 

ance of being heard. Not yet did he 
teach the disciples to pray “in his 
name.” That came later. At this date 

they could not have understood it. 

They needed first to learn to pray in 
a filial spirit, with and for others, and 
to continue praying if the answer were 

U C1 Cl V cu. 

The Lord’s Prayer.—We somewhat 

Inappropriately style the prayer which 
Jesus taught “the Lord’s Prayer.” It 
is our prayer—the prayer for every 
child of God. “Its distinctive charac- 
teristics—the filial spirit and the fra- 
ternal spirit. The Lord’s Prayer is thus 

nothing else than the summary of the 
law put into practice; and this sum- 

mary so realized in the secrecy of the 
heart will naturally pass thence into 
the entire life.”—Godet. “I used to 
think the Lord's Prayer was a short 

prayer; but as I live longer, and see 

more of life, I begin to believe there is 
no such thing as getting through it.” 

Our Heavenly Father knows no 

favoritism; he is just as willing to an- 

swer the prayer of his humblest child 
as that of the most mature saint. But 
it is true that we need to be taught to 

pray. Now the same Teacher who 

taught the apostles and early disciples 
has been the Teacher of every one who 
has been “mighty in prayer” since their 

day. And he has not yet closed his 

school, nor ever turned away one will- 

ing to be a scholar. To him we too 

may come and with sincere hearts offer 
the prayer which is our Golden Text: 
"Lord, teach us to pray.” Je3us will 
not give us some magic formula, for 

saying prayers is not praying, but 

through his own words of teaching, 
such as we have to-day before us, and 

through practice drill, he will teach 
and train us, so that we too may be 
able to offer “the effectual, fervent 

prayer’’ which “availeth much." 
Jesus' example, as well as his words, 

taught those who were associated with 
him that it is man's high privilege to 

pray to the great God. At one time 

they askel Jesus, “Teach us to pray." 
In replying he taught that we may 
come Jo God as loving children to a 

kind father, and that we may pray for 
others as well as ourselves. Our first 

petitions should be for the honoring of 
our Father's name, the coming of 
Christ s kingdom, and tne aceompusn- 
ment of God's blessed will among m'en. 
Then we may bring to him our per- 
sonal needs—our need of daily nour- 

ishment for bodies and souls, our need 
of forgiveness, and need of deliverance 
from the temptations of the evil one. 

God is more willing to answer our 

prayers than earthly frifends are to 

grant favors to one another, or than 
even an earthly parent is to give good 
things to his children. Jesus enforced 
his teaching by a parable showing the 
need of persistence in prayer. God 

may, for wise reasons, delay in answer- 

ing our prayers, but we should con- 

tinue to pray with confidence and per- 
sistence. 

The Dead-Prayer Office.—What be- 
comes of all the unanswered letters? 
Thousands of them find their, way to 

the dead letter office. Some never 

reach the person to whom they are ad- 

dressed, because of the postage not be- 

ing paid; some fail because they are 

directed to the wrong office; some can- 

not be sent because the address Is il- 

legible; and some because the matter 
inclosed is illegible. These float 

through the mails, are examined at dif- 
ferent offices, marked “Missent,” and 

finally they fall into the dead letter 
office. There they are opened and 
read, and If valuable, are forwarded; 
If not, they are given to the flames. 
Such is the accuracy and skill of the 

post office department, that very few 
fail to reach their destination. Some 

prayers never reach God because they 
are not addressed to his office. They 
are directed to the audience. God's of- 
fice is not in our neighbor's care, and 
If we direct our prayers to that point, 
they will certainly go to the dead let- 
ter office. Each of the reasons why 
letters go astray will hold good of un- 

answered prayers.—Advocate. 
Practical Points. 

V. 1. Only under the tuition of a di- 
vine teacher can we learn to pray 
aright.—Rom. 8:26. (Rev. Ver.) 

V. 2. We should recognize God as our 

loving Father and come to him with 
holy confidence.—Ps. 103:13. 

V. 2. We shall have our own and the 
best way when we suffer the Spirit to 
conform our wills to God's will.—1 
John 5:14, 15. 

V. 3. The divine plan Is to feed only 
the hungry.—Matt. 5:6. 

V. 8. The earnestness which dis- 

pleases man pleases God.—1 Thess. 
6:17. ♦ 


