
Alexander Rode Bucephalus in All the Battles of the Persian Campaigns and 
Else where. 

One summer morning more than 

2,200 years ago, as King Philip of 
Maeedon and his officers were in the 
field reviewing the cavalry, a man 

w'alked up to the royal circle, leading 
a magnificent white steed that 

champed its bit and pawed the ground 
like a very Pegasus. 

“Is your horse for sale, Sir Thes- 
salian?” inquired the king, who seems 

to have known the stranger. 
“Yes,” answered Philoncis, eagerly, 

“but only kings can buy him.” 
“Your price?” 
“Sixteen talents” (about $16,000). 

“He is of Thessalian breed and fleet as 

a deer. 
’Tis a goodly steed,” said the king, 

musingly, “but you ask too much. 
However, we will make a trial of him, 
and if he suits us we shall not quar- 
rel about the price. Here, Perdiccas, 
will you mount thfs Thessalian 
charger and test his speed?” 

The officer addressed, a young 
Macedonian, wearing a tall crested 
helm and an embroidered mantle, 
turned to obey his sovereign, but as 

he approached the steed plunged so 

furiously and appeared so unmanage- 
able that Perdiccas was glad to with- 
draw for his own safety. 

Several nobles essayed the feat, but 
none successfully. The white steed 
snorted and fumed so viciously that 
they dared not approach him. He 
seemed all at once to become a demon 
of fury, not only resisting all at- 
tempts to mount him, but turning 
fiercely upon all the grooms if they 
even spoke to him. 

“Sir Philoncis, I w'ould not take your 
fiery Thessalian steed as a gift,” de- 
clared Philip, angrily. “You intended 
to cheat me. Take away the savage 
brute.” 

Philoncis started to lead awray the 
steed, looking somewhat disappointed. 
But he did not go far before he was 

called back. For the Prince Alexan- 
der, who had been standing near by, 
an interested spectator, had advanced 
and now stood with his bared locks 
shining like gold in the sunshine. He 
was only a slight, slender boy of 14, 
but in his handsome, ingenuous face 
there shone a spirit of bravery and de- 
termination far beyond his years. 

“What a horse you are losing, fa- 
ther,” he said, “for want of a little 
skill and vigor to manage him.” 

“What, boy! do you think you can 

manage the beast better than your 
elders?” cried the king. 

“That I can, or I will pay the price 
that the Thessalian asks for him,” re- 

turned- Alexander. 
“Let the rash youngster try his 

skill,” said Philip laughing, and no 

doubt pleased with his son’s audacity. 
Without the least show of fear or 

hesitancy the prince walked to the 

fiery beast and took a firm hold of 
the bridle. Then turning him so that 
he faced the sun he patted his neck 
and spoke to him gently. He had 

shrewdly guessed that the horse’s un- 

ruliness lay in the fact that he was 

disturbed by his own shadow, which 
fell before him and moved as he 
moved. 

Instantly the charger ceased his 

snorting and became quiet, seeing 
which Alexander leaped deftly to his 

back, and without using either spur or 

whip, galloped him over the field un- 

til he had him under full control. 
When he drew up before the crowd of 

spectators and dismounted, Bucep- 
halus was tamed. 

“Thou has won the horse,” said 

Philip, embracing the prince, “and 
thou deservest another kingdom, too, 
my son, for Macedon is too small for 
thee." 

And Alexander, very proud of his 

victory, said, bending his flushed face: 
"The eagle flies toward the sub, and 

my Bucephalus is an eagle in speed.” 
“Thou wert keener than the rest of 

us," said the king, “and hast well won 

thy prize. Pay the Thessalian his 

gold,” to his secretary, who gave 16 
Attic talents into Philoncis’ hands. 

Alexander rode his brave steed back 
to the palace, and ever after rode no 

other horse. He named him Buce- 

phalus, which, in Greek, means "ox- 
headed,” because he had on his fore- 
head a black mark resembling the 
head of an ox. When he set out upon 
his conquest of the east he took 

Bucephalus with him. He rode him in 
all the battles of the Persian cam- 

paigns, at the Granicus, at the Issus 
and at Arbela, and the gallant horse 
bore him safe through all dangers. 

No one save the hero ever mounted 
him, and when the white steed died 
Alexander had him buried with the 
honors due a royal prince and built 
a city to his memory. If you will turn 
to your classic atlas you will find a 

city in Persia named Bucephalia. 
There Bucephalus was buried, and 
this is the city that was named in 
honor of one of the most famous 
horses in history. 

Cruel. 

“My friends,” said the man who 
had been making a long and tiresome 

speech, “there is little more that I 
can say on this subject.” 

“Why ‘more?’ asked an impertinent 
one who had just finished yawning. 
—Chicago Record-Herald. 

Evolution of the Boy Who Smoked 
.._ 

— ■ ■■ ■■ 

I_ 
Do you know any little boy that 

smokes cigarettes? If you do, just 
show him this picture. It is the sad 

story of little Dick Sillypate. He saw 

another boy smoking a cigarette, and 

_. J 

thought it looked so manly that he 
would try it himself. The picture 
shows what happened to him at the 
end of five months.—Chicago Daily 
News. 

The Meanest Man. 
The following is a conversation over- 

heard between two small boys in a 

city street not long ago. The first boy 
said to the second boy: 

“Gee, your father must be dreadful 

mean; he’s a shoemaker apd you have 
to wear them old shoes.” 

The second boy answered, “You 
needn’t talk; your father is mean, too, 
’cause he is a dentist and your baby’s 
only got one toots.” 

Walkers on Velvet. 
“Window dressers haven’t such a 

tough time of it as some others,” re- 

marked the man on the street. “The 
other night I saw one walking on vel- 
vet. He was fitting up a window full 
of cloaks for the next day, putting 
them on forms, hanging them correct- 

ly, and all the lime he was doing it 
he was cavorting lightly about on 

imitation grass of thick green velvet 
al' of a foot deep.” 

His First Refusal. 
A young gentleman who had not fa- 

miliarized himself with the forms of 
polite correspondence, and lacked the 
good sense to discover the form for 
himself, found it necessary to refuse 
an invitation. The Chicago Daiiy News 

j gives the note which he wrote: 
Mr. J. Henry Newton declines with 

pleasure Mrs. Raymond’s invitation for 
the twenty-first, and thanks her ex- 

tremely for having given him the op- 
portunity to do so. 

An Anachronism. 
The word “anachronism” means an 

error in assigning the date of an 
event, or the time when a person or 

thing existed, or any misplacing in 
time of historic scenes, events, per- 
sons, objects and language. The use 
of cannon in Shakespeare’s “King 
Jolip” is an anachronism, as cannon 
were not employed in England until 
100 years oi* moi-e after his reign. 

I 

OF DAYS OF SHAME 
NOURSE HOUSE REMINDS NEW 

ENGLANDERS. 

In Old Structure Rebecca Nourse Was 
Arrested as a Witch and Later 

Hanged at 8alem in Time of 

Popular Insanity. 

There is not in all New England a 

house having sadder associations than 
those that cluster around the old Re- 

becca Nourse house in Danvers, Mass. 
20 miles from Boston. One cannot read 

any extended account of the terrible 

witchcraft days in Massachusetts with- 

out finding some account of Rebecca 

Nourse, who was taken from this 

house to die because she was supposed 
to be a witch. 

The Nourse house is one of the old- 

est houses in New England. The exact 

date of its erection is not known, but 

it is believed that it was built as early 
as the year 1635. The builder was a 

man named Bishop, and ho sold it to 

Francis Nourse. Rebecca Nourse was 

the wife of Francis Nourse. She was 

arrested in this house on the charge of 

being a witch on March 23, 1G92. Of 

course, the poor woman protested her 

innocence, but this did not keep the 

justice before whom she was tried in 
the nearby town of SalSm from com- 

mitting her to the Salem jail. This 

jail is still standing and is now a part 
of the residence of Abner Goodell of 
Salem. 

Poor Rebecca Nourse remained a 

prisoner in the Salem jail, with others 
accused of witchcraft, until April 11, 
■vhen she and her unfortunate com- 

panions were taken to Boston for trial. 
The jury brought in a verdict of not 

guilty, but the witchcraft delusion was 

at fever heat at that time, and a vio- 
lent protest was made against the ver- 

dict of the jury. The mob in and out 
of the court room became so violent 
and made such threats that the jury 
withdrew and soon returned with a 

verdict of guilty. 
Rebecca Nourse was then taken 

back to jail, and on July 3 following 

The Rebecca Nourse House. 

she was led In chains down the aisle 
of the First Church of Salem, and was 

solemnly excommunicated from the 
church of which she had been a faith- 
ful member. On July 19 she was led 
out to Gallows hill, in Salem, and hang- 
ed as a witch, amid the footings and 
execrations of the crowd that had as- 

sembled to witness the aged and infirm 
woman die for crimes it was impossi- 
ble that she or any one else could have 
committed. 

Hundreds of thousands of strangers 
have visited the old Nourse house, but 
it wa3 not until the year 1885 that any- 

thing was done to place a permanent 
mark on the spot. Then the Nourse 
Monument association erected a mon- 

ument to the memory of Rebecca 
Nourse on the old homestead, and now 

the Danvers Historical society pro- 
poses to buy the old house to use as a 

home for the society. 
The house stands a short distance 

from Salem's Witch hill. It was on 

this hill that eight supposed witches 
were executed at one time, and the 
Rev. Nicholas Noyes said, as the poor 
creatures hung in the air: 

"What a sad thing it is to see eight 
firebrands of hell hanging there!” 

The Rev. Nicholas seems to have 

enjoyed the spectacle, and when he 
twitted one of the women with being a 

witch she turned on him and said, with 

pardonable fury: 
“You are a liar! I am no more a 

witch than you are a wizard; and if 

you take my life away God will give 
you blcod to drink!” 

Diamonds in His Shoes. 
The statement was recently pub- 

lished that a certain set of fashionable 

young men were wearing diamonds in 
their shoe tops. Diamond ornaments 
in shoes hark back to the days of the 
Revolutionary war and were worn by 
merchants of Boston in those days. 
Thomas Russell of Charlestown, who 
died in 1790, was one of the most ac- 

tive of business men of his day in Bos- 
ton, and the first to engage in the 
American trade with Russia after the 
revolution. 

His dress was typical of his time 
and is thus described in an old print: 
“'He usually wore a coat of some light 
colored cloth, smallclothes, diamond 
buckles at the knees and in the shoes, 
silk stockings, powdered hair and a 

cocked hat; in cold weather a scarlet 
cloak.” 

SQUIRREL AS A PET. 

Little Animal Once a Great Favorite 
with the Ladies. 

THOUGHT HE HELD THE LINES. 
• ■ --- 

Familiar and Frantic Order Had No 
Effect on Auto. 

Dr. Headle was one of the quickest- 
wltted men I ever had the pleasure of 

meeting. At anything that necessitat- 
ed a quick mind to do the right thing 
at the right time, he was a master, as 

truly benefited his trade, and how, as 

in the following will be shown, his 

perception lapsed to such an extent, 
I would be unable to explain. 

Being a country doctor, the horse 
had ever been his means for making 

The Auto Wouldn’t Whoa. 

calls, and not until the season just 
past had he been induced to see the 

advantages of the automobile. With 
much persuasion he purchased one, 

and, although it was a light runabout, 
with one gear lever only and the usual 
throttle and spark levers, his timidity 
did not leave him, and for at least two 
weeks after his venture he had a 

chauffeur ride around with him. Some- 
how he could not adapt himself to the 

machine, and when he made a call of 

any distance he used his horse. 
One afternoon he took me out into 

the country for a pleasure trip—I rode 
with him occasionally—and, although 
ne was cautious, our pace was vey 
good indeed. We decided to return 
home and were winding through the 
tree-lined road, when suddenly, with- 
out any warning whatever, a team 
with two ladies loomed up before us. 

Everything depended on the doctor 

stopping and quickly, too; but, hor- 
rors! I gave him a startled glance, ex- 

pecting to see him shut off the gaso- 
line and pull back the high-gear lever. 
What I did see was the doctor, his 
feet braced against the dashboard, a- 

grasping the wheel for dear life and— 
“Whoa! Whoa!” he was yelling. Not 

a move toward stopping! The horse in 
front of us shied just in time to es- 

cape the rush of the machine. For us 

—enough to say a friendly bowlder 
finally held us up at the side of the 
road.—Boston Herald. 

TREE HAS BURST TOMB. 

Would Almost Seem That Nature Re- 
sented Dead Man's Orders. 

There is a tomb in the cemetery at 
Hanover which is a striking illustra- 
tion of the irony of nature. Upon it 
are the graven words: “This tomb 
must never be opened,” dictated by 
the person whose body it contains. 
As if to mock at the futility of human 

desires, a maple tree has grown up 

between the stones of the tomb, its 

stem and roots pushing them ever 

further and further apart, until now 

the tomb is wide open. Strangely 
enough, on a neighboring tomb are 

engraved the following prophetic 
words: “The creative force of nature 
mocks the blindness of human will, 
which would absorb death in eternity. 
It preaches clearly how powerfully a 

new life bursts the chains of death, 
and how that dying and disappearing 
are only a transition state for a more 

brilliant resurrection.” 

Italy’s State Lottery. 
Italy’s state lottery took in $17,- 

000,000 in a year and gave back in 

prizes $9,000,000. Much of the money 
i came from the poorest people. 

woven at the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, and which shows us a lady 
costumed as the fashion of the day de- 

i manded, toying with her pet, which 

j is secured with a chain and collar, 
each of which the tapestry indicates to 
be of gold. 

Old English Custom. 
The young commoners of Malmes- 

bury, Wiltshire, England, who are en- 

titled to an allotment of the common 

land left them by King Athelstan for 
services rendered by their ancestors 
in fighting the Danes received their 
grant according to centuries-old tradi- 
tion recently. Each commoner was 

taken by the steward of the common 
land to his allotment apd there dug a 

hole and placed a shilling in it. The 
steward struck each man on the back 
three times, saying, before he picked 
up the shilling: “I give this to thee 
as freely as King Athelstan gave it to 
me and hope a loving brother thou 
wilt be.” 

Generally Catch Them. \ 
Thin ice and the buzzsaw were 

specially invented for the temptation 
Of fonlo 

/for greater 
> 

.MISSISSIPPI 
Devoted to the AKrlcultural. •Onmmercial 
and Industrial Development of the State’s 
Incomparable Hesourees—Official OrKan of 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce. 

BT H. E. BLAKESLEE, JACKSON. 
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None can fail to realize the justness 
of the effort being made to reduce the 
rates for telephone service to rural 
subscribers. The telephone is a mod- 
ern convenience that should be in the 

home of every citizen of the State, but 
the arbitrary rate charged at present 
by the company that has an almost 
complete monopoly of the business in 

Mississippi will greatly retard, if not 

completely stop, the extension of service 
to the rural districts. At present the 
rate is based on the rate charged by the 
local exchange, plus forty cents for 
each mile out for direct line service and 

twenty-five cents per mile for party line 
service. For instance, the man living 
ten miles from a town with a residence 
rate of $2, would be compelled to pay 
$0 for difect service or $4.50 for party 
line service. Such rates as these arer 

prohibitive. The writer believes that 
the railroad commission will grant a 

material reduction in these rates if the 
people will try to show that it is work- 

ing a hardship on them and preventing 
the extension of the service. Would 
like to have expressions from all inter- 
ested in this matter. The Farmers' 
Union, a body of more than 30,000 
farmers of the State, has indorsed this 
reduction. Then let others who have 
an interest in the matter be heard from. 

• * • 

The “municipal ownership” idea of 
certain public utilities is gaining 
strength in many sections of the State. 
Jackson is soon to vote on the proposi- 
tion to issue $216,000 in bonds for pur- 
chasing the water plant as well as an 

additional issue for the purpose of im- 

proving the plant and enlarging its ca- 

pacity to meet the demands of a grow- 
ing city. Some time ago Yazoo City 
proposed to issue bonds for the purpose 
oi building an electric street railway, a 

decided innovation for Mississippi, al- 

though Monroe, La., has such a plant 
in successful operation. Bidders on 

the bonds, which were to bear a low 
rate of interest, did not show up strong, 
and for some time it looked as if Yazoo 
was not going to have a railway. 
Within the past few days a firm has 
shown up that proposes to take the 
bonds at par in payment for building 
the plant. The impression is that 
Yazoo will soon have installed the first 

municipal railway system in the State. 
The success of the movement will be 

watched with great interest. Munici- 

pal ownership is distinctively a popu- 
listic proposition, but along with many 
other good features of that once loudly 
heralded platform, has been appro- 
priated by one or the other of the older 

parties. The arbitrary position as- 

sumed toward the public by trusts and 

corporations is fast making friends for 

ownership by the people of utilities. 
* * * 

Pontotoc is a splendid county in many 
respects, and especially so in the pro- 
duction of fine porkers. Ulton Caldwell 
of Cherry Creek, in that county, re- 

cently killed four six-months old shoats 
that netted 950 pounds of pork, and 
Clark Wilson of Pontotoc killed one 

fifteen months old that netted 5(50 

pounds. These instances substantiate 
the assertion that Mississippi is well 
adapted to the raising of hogs and that 
meat can be produced here as cheaply, 
if not cheaper, than anywhere in the 
world. It is a branch of farming that 
has come into prominence during the 

past few years and one that deserves 
more attention than is at present being 
paid it. There is good money in hog 
raising, and it is an undeniable fact 
that Mississippi should raise every 
pound of meat that she consumes. 

* * * 

Preparations for the coming chau- 

tauquas are being made thus far in ad- 

vance, and the attractions this year 
will be ahead of the past. Rev B. F. 
Jones has been selected as chairman of 
the Gloster Chautauqua program com- 

mittee and the work of securing talent 
has been begun. G. H. Barney is pres- 
ident of the association, W. D. Caul- 
iieiu viue-presiueiu, vv. xv. Drumumu 

treasurer, and G. M. Causey secretary. 
The time selected is July 21 to 28 in- 
clusive. The buildings and grounds 
will be repaired and beautified, and the 

management hopes to have many new 

cottages by the time the event is 

opened. This is a high-toned season 

of entertainment that is worthy of 

patronage. 

With the taking over of the Wesson 
cotton mills by a company with several 
million dollars of capital, and the guar- 
antee that it will be continuously ope- 
rated, business is again flourishing in 
that little city. Real estate is looking 
up again and the transfers recorded in 
the Mirror evidence the fact that Wes- 
son will be as good or better than ever 

before. 

Hazlehurst will have a regular coun- 

ty fair this fall. A permanent organi- 
zation has been effected and arrange- 
ments are being made. No county in 
the State is prepared to give a better 
fair than Copiah. It should be right at 
the head to begin with and get better 
year by year. _ 

Sties for Damages. 
Because his name was, it is alleged, 

put on a black list of the retail grocers’ 
association, W. H. Shaw has brought 
suit for *3,000 damages against the 
Sherrard Grocery Company and the re- 

tail grocers’ association of Vicksburg. 

Vicksburg’s Cotton Beceipts. 
The total cotton receipts of Vicks- 

burg for the present season are 77,387 
as compared with 64,199 at the same 

date last year. '_ 
Pushing Bailroad Building. 

According to all accounts from the 

upper Pearl river valley, the prelimin- 
ary steps toward railroad building are 

going ahead almost as rapidly and sys- 
tematically as are those in the hands of 
the Goodyear party below. This work 
s being done by the Herrick-Hoguo 

interests. 

It has been too truthfully stated that 
when the people are prosperous they 
become careless and not alert to action 
necessary to continue their prosperity. 
The recent period of unprecedented 
prosperity in Mississippi should not act 

as an opiate on our people and put them 
to sleep, but on the contrary as a stim- 
ulant urging them to renewed effort to 

perpetuate the present state of affairs. 
The campaign inaugurated two years 
ago for a better system of handling our 

great money crop, cotton, has borne 

good fruit and should be kept up with- 

out cessation. The education of our 

citizens to the highest standard carries 
with it safety in the future, and there 
should be no laxity in this movement. 

Voting intelligently upon all questions 
and for men of known worth and in- 

tegrity is an important matter that is 

deserving of careful consideration. Mis- 

sissippi is a great State, well governed, 
and as has been stated, one of only five 

in the Union entirely free from graft. 
Then let's redouble our energies tc 

keep it so. Such a distinction is far 

more preferable than to have accumu- 

late! millions of wealth secured by 
questionable methods and absolutely 
controlling legislation to the detriment 
of the plain neople. 

• * • 

Supt. Mitchell and Prof. Donaldson of 
Pontotoc have fallen in with the corn- 

growing procession and held a meeting 
at Pontotoc Saturday to inaugurate the 

move. The boys of the county are to 

enter the contest as has already been 

outlined in this department. The mer- 

chants of Pontotoc will offer a hand- 

some list of prizes and the exhibit will 

likely be brought to Jackson in No- 
vember for competition for the several 
hundred dollars worth of premiums 
that will be offered at the State fair for 
the benefit of the boys. The interest 

being shown is very gratifying to those 
who are sincerely interested in the de- 

velopment of our great State Our 

average production of corn to the acre 

is estimated at less than seventeen 

bushels, but with a few years of such 
interest as is shown we may confidently 
expect to see it increased to near 

double that amount. It is a commend- 
able move that is deserving of hearty 
encouragement. 

• • • 

To stimulate interest in the keeping 
and training of bloodhounds for hunting 
criminals, several handsome cash 

prizes will be offered at the State fair 

to the winners of a series of races. 

There are more than half a dozen packs 
in the State to compete, and it is prob- 
able that this man}', or more, will be 

in the race. Races of about five miles 
in length and over different ground and 

under varying conditions will be pro- 
vided. A good pack of hounds is of in- 

calculable value in preventing crime 

almost as much so as in running down 

the criminals. Every county in the 

State should keep a well trained and 

exercised pack. 
• * • 

Monroe can be safely said to be the 
banner county for the production of 

alfalfa in Mississippi. It has proven 
one of the most profitable crops that 

can be grown in that section. Dr. W. 

W. Watkins has purchased 500 pounds 
of seed for his prairie plantation and 
will have a large acreage this year. 
Dr. Henderson cleared $275 on three 
acres last year and will have an acre- 

age of 54 this year. Dr. O'. Catchings 
will plant 50 acres this year also. Al- 
falfa is destined to be one of Missis- 

sippi’s principal crops in a few years 
and the prevailing price for hay will 
continue its profitableness. 

* * * 

E. A. Brooks of Lumberton gathered 
from his garden a mess of green peas 
during the week of February 11. He 
had planted a small quantity to see 

what they would do and the result was 

shown in a splendid yield at this early 
date. Why will good people remain in 
the frozen regions of the North when 

such surroundings are to be had here; 
a land so fertile, a climate so mild and 
a people so genial and whole-souled? 
For the hundredth time we assert that 
no State in the Union offers so much to 
the man with brain, energy and a small 
amount of money as does Mississippi. 

• * • 

Philadelphia is very hopeful of an- 

other railroad in a reasonably short 

period of time. The Meridian Board 
of Trade is actively pushing the project 
of an extension of the lumber road from 
Mehan Junction to meet the road being 
built for logging purposes from Phila- 

delphia. There is little doubt that 
shortly these lines will be united in a 

freight and passenger service road from 
Meridian to Philadelphia. It would 
tap tine country and prove profitable as 

an investment to the owners. 
• • • 

The farmers have been enjoying a 

pleasant spell of weather that has been 
taken advantage of on all hands to 

make preparations for the coming crop. 
Much breaking of land has been done, 
fences improved and other work of a 

desirable nature attended to. Our 

Mississippi farmers are using better 
methods in the handling of their crops 
than ever before and their prosperous 
condition is largely the result of this 
advancement. 

Mississippian Selected. 

W. P. Armstrong, of Coffeevilie, has 
been selected as one of the debaters to 

represent Yale in the coming debate 
with Princeton. This is a high honor. 
Young Armstrong is a graduate of the 
academic department of Yale and. is 
now taking his law course. 

Big Fire at Newton. 
Several brick buildings in the heart 

of Newton were destroyed by fire, and 
about $30,000 worth of property went 

up in smoke. The fire is thought to 
have been the work of an incendiary. 

Remarkable Vitality. 
W. T. Cooms, a switchman on the 

Mobile and Ohio railroad, while mak- 

ing a coupling a^ Meridian, had his 
head caught between projecting lumber 
and a car. His head was crushed and 
the neck broken, but the m-j,n lived 
more than an hour. 

Convict Contractor Sued. 
Suit has been instituted at Vicks- 

burg by Julius Monroe against L. Page, 
the Warren county convict contractor, 
for damages for alleged inhuman treat- 
ment while on the convict farm. 

| ABRAHAM PLEADING \ 
| FOR SODOM | 
K .— | 
^ Sunday School Lcaaon for March 3, 1907 j* 
If Specially prepared for this paper. jj 
«Wa1***1**W**W***‘'****W*‘#*** 

LESSON TEXT.—Gensls 18:16-33. Mem- 
ory verses. 23-26. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—“Men ought always 
to pray and not to faint."— Luke 18:1. 

TIME.—About 15 years after last les- 
son. 

PLACE.-The oaks of Memre at He- 
bron. 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES.—Inter- 
cessory Prayer: Ex. 32:31, 32; 34:9; Josh. 

1:8; Judg. 5.31; 2 Sam. 24:27; 1 Kings 8:28, 
29, 38, 39; 1 Chron. 29:18, 19; 2 Chron. 
30:18; Isa. 62:1; Dan. 9:17; Luke. 23:34; 
Acts 7:C0; Rom. 10:1: Kph. 1:16-19; CoL 
1:9; Heb. 13:20, etc. Allusions to Sodom: 
Deut. 29:23 (comp. 32:22); Isa. 1:9; 3:9; 
Jer. 23:14; 49:18 : 50:40; Lam. 4:6; Ezek. 
16:46, 48. 53. 65; Amos 4:11; Zeph. 2:9; 
Matt. 10:15 (comp. Jude 7; 2 l’et. 2:6); 
Matt. 11:24; Mark 6:11; Luke 10:12; 17:29. 

Comment and Suggestive Thought. 
In this story we have an example of 

one w^y in which God trained the 
world to know and to resize that he 
is in the world and knows and is con- 

cerned with all that it going on here. 

Angels, one of them being “the angel 
of Jehovah,” came in human form to 
Abraham sitting at his tent door, to 

bring him a message of assurance, and 
to see the great wickedness of the 
cities of the plain. 

Thece is nothing improbable in God 

appearing in human form in the early 
ages of teaching spiritual things to 

men, any more than in his coming in 
the human form of Jesus Christ, and 
for the same reason, namely, to im- 

press indelibly and vividly upon the 
human race the reality of the presence 
and power and character of God. They 
are object lessons teaching a great 
truth. 

It has been a hard lesson to learn, 
and many even now have not learned 
It, that God is a living power among 
the affairs of men, and participates in 

them; that the word is true. “Are 

they not all ministering spirits sent 
forth to do service for the sake of 
them that shall inherit salvation?” 
(Heb. 1:14), and that he “maketb 
winds bis messengers, his ministers a 

uaiiimg uiu \x oa. 

Answer to Abraham’s Prayer. 
First.—As in all true prayer, it was 

by praying and the answer to prayer 
that Abraham became a closer friend 
of God, became acquainted with him. 
Thus we become acquainted with 
others by seeking the same end, coun- 

seling together, asking and receiving; 
as a son with his father. 

Second.—It was answered in the es- 

cape of Lot, the one righteous man in 
the city. He escaped, but lost his 

home, some of his children, his flock 
and herds, aud all his property. He 

escaped a poor, forlorn, seemingly 
broken down man. The poorest invest- 
ment he ever made was in property 
In Sodom. He was an illustration ol 
the apostle’s appeal in 1 Cor. 3:12-15. 

Listen to the angel’s warning, Stay 
not in all the plain. It is not enough to 

go outside of the walls of the Sodom 
of flagrant acts of sin, open crimes, 
and disreputable and degrading vices; 
but we must not stay in that region, 
but keep as far away from sin as 

possible, from thoughts of sin, from 
secret sin. 

Listen to Christ’s warning, remem- 

ber Lot’s wife. Look not back. Make 
no delay in escaping from sin. Let no 

regrets at the pleasures of sin stop 
your onward course to the place of a 

holy life and heaven. 
She did not merely turn her head 

and look while hasting away, but 

stopped behind, and the fiery storm 

and eruption of liquid saline mud over- 

took her. 
Third.—Abraham’s prayer was an- 

swered in the destruction of Sodom, 
for that was essential to the promotion 
of righteousness which Abraham had 
most at heart, and also essential to 
the best good of his nephew Lot. God 
often answers the soul of our prayers 
while denying the form. When a little 
child asks his father for the moon, 
thinking it a bright plaything, the 
father answers the child’s prayer by 
giving him the plaything which he 
really wants, and not the moon, which 
he does not want, for the gift would 
crush him to death. Giving him the 
moon would not De answering hia 

prayer. 
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saved first of all from their sins, for 
all other salvation depends upon this. 
He longs for sinners to repent. He 
desires with all his nature that all 
men would so live that it may be pos- 
sible to save them. But they must be 
saved from sin and not in sin. There- 
fore he sent his only begotten Son. 

The one deadly enemy to the coun- 

try is unrighteousness. The ancient 
civilizations have perished by this 

poison. Greece and Rome did not fall 
till they were permeated with unright- 
sousness. And if ever there comes to 

pass Macaulay's vision of “some trav- 

eler from New Zealand” who “shall, 
in the widst of vast solitude, stand on 

j, broken arch of London bridge to 

sketch the ruins of St. Paul’s,” or on 

Brooklyn bridge to sketch the ruins of 

Mew Yopk, it will be because of un- 

righteousness alone. 

Practical Points. 
Jesus sees the good and the evil in 

us, as the angel of Jehovah did when 
le came to Abraham’s tent and to 
5odom. 

The wicked have within them the 
slements of their own punishment,— 
:heir moral natures, memory, con- 

science, bad character, remorse. These 
ire often dormant till God s outward 

punishment sets them aflame. 

May the young see the doom of 
many men around them from afar oft 
is Abraham saw the flames of Sodom, 
md not suffer the doom as the 
Sodomites did, nor escape as did Lot. 

Finding Flaws in Metals. 
To detect hidden cracks opening 

from the surface of metals, the sur- 

face Is first moistened with kerosene, 
and is then dried off with a cloth. It 
Is then coated with chalk. A sort of 

diagram of the hidden fissures and 

defects Is thus produced. * 

Bad for Johnny. 
“If you don’t quit eating so much, 

Johnny,” exclaimed Mrs. Lapsling, 
horrified at the gluttonous propensi- 
ties of her youngest, “the first thing 
you know you’ll be a regular filibus- 

ter!** 
t 


