
Jackson, Miss.. Sept. 33, 1907.—Com- 
pletion of the Panama canal will within 
a -short period of time show a marked 

change iu the railroads of our country. 
The great commerce carrying lines that 
now parallel each other in a general 
direction from west to cast, seeking an 

outlet to deep water at Atlantic coast 

points, will necessarily bo compelled to 
liuild or acquire lines giving port facili- 
ties at points along the gulf coast of 
the Southern States. These may be 
branches of a general system or through 
lines of steel makes no difference to the 

people of the South which, but they are 

bound to come, and a licavty welcome 
awaits them. The scenes of industrial 
and commercial activity that have char- 
acterized Atlantic and Pacific ports for 

generations will soon he duplicated at 

gulf ports, and the attendant develop- 
ment and prosperity that naturally fol- 
lows presages much for the South and 
her people. Great cities will spring up 
as if bv magic where only villages and 
towns mark the limp today. The lands 
will be made to produce liberally of the 

crops demanded by the inhabitants of 
these centers of population as well -is 

the millions that will be brought into 
close trade relations with our people. 
The unsurpassed natural resources will 
be developed. A section of our great 
nation that lias so long been shunned 
by capital as not worthy of exploitation 
and which the general government has 
stinted with none at all or insufficient 
appropriations for years and years, will 

be recognized at last and come into its 

own. The great South, and more espe- 

cially the Gulf States, will become the 

-naradisc for agricultural, industrial and 

commercial activity. 
It is gratifying to know that Missis- 

sippi will he one of the largest bene- 

factors of this awakening, although pos- 

sessing comparatively only a short 

stretch of shore line. Nature has been 

extremely lil>eral in providing a number 

of strategical points for the developing 
of great- harbors where this tremendous 
business can and will be handled in an 

exceedingly economical and absolutely 
safe manner. The past few years has 

witnessed some slight interest in two of 

these, but it is safe to assert that this 

has been only a prelude to the real work 

that is about to Ik1 inaugurated. Where 

thousands have been spent on improve- 
ment in the past millions will be spent 
in the future. Twenty feet of water 

paves the way for thirty, forty and 

even more as the national legislators 
begin to realise the importance of tin- 

work and its wonderful possibilities, 
Mississippi is in the forefront as one 

of the largest benefactors from this 

splendid work of development that has 

been begun under such favorable condi- 
tions. 

It was the writer’s pleasure some days 
since to visit the port of Pascagoula, 
and in company with a number of the 

enterprising and enthusiastic citizens of 

that place, make a close inspection of 

what has already been accomplished and 

the magnificent possibilities of the fu- 
ture. From conditions as seen from a 

land lubber's standpoint and explained 
by those in a position to know, the 

impression is readily made that Pasca- 

goula is destined to become one of the 

greatest ports of entry on the coast 
line of the 1'nited States. The person 
who has not had an opportunity of see 

ing for himself what this port has t.c 
offer in the way of natural advantages 
and the comparative ease with which it 
could l>c made the rival of almost any 
in the world, cannot appreciate from a 

word picture even a small part of it‘ 

advantages as a deep water, absolutely 
land-locked and thoroughly availblc pori 
of entry for the world’s bottoms, seek 

ing a share of the immense trade that 
the canal will divert to this section of 
the country. 

Pascagoula harbor consists of thret 

component parts. The entrance i- 

through a pass between Horn and Petif 
Itois Islands, the bar at this point hav 

ing received some attention from th< 

government, hut not what its import 
since justifies. Pascagoula bay lies be 
tween this pass anil the mouth of Pas 
eagoula river, a distance of several miles 
and containing large areas of water ol 
sufficient depth to he avnilblc without 
the aid of dredging. The harbor propel 
however, is Pascagoula river, which has 
a splendid depth for several miles, wit! 
only a bar here and there requiring th 
assistance of dredging for the use o; 

the largest vessels. Mosr? Point, one o 

the municipalities composing Pascagoula 
lies five miles from the mouth of tin 
river, and the water necessary for large 
vessels extends sevral miles above it 
Taken as a whole, the capacity of thi; 
port, after the expenditure of a reason 

able sum for improvement, would be al 
most beyond the conception of man. I 
gentleman high in authority, wliosi 
name the writer is not privileged to us< 

at this time, said on a visit to Pasca 
goula some time since that the monei 

expended upon a port in another State 
something like a million and a half dol 
lars, would have given Pascagoula t 

uniform depth of thirty-six feet an< 

dockage capacity many times that o 

the one in comparison. 
The nature of the bottom to b 

dredged is an unanswerable argument ii 
favor of Pascagolua improvement. Pei 
manency is the primary item for cor 

sideration by the government who 

planning improvement. This is one o 

the strongest points in favor of furtlie 
work at Pascagoula. What»has alread; 
been done has proven to be permanent 
The bottom is not sand or silt, as is fre 
quently encountered in harbor dredging 
but a hard formation that in places re 

sembles shale. Although somewhat dil 
ficult to take out, it stays out and doe 
not drift back to be taken time am 

again. The work done in past years i 
as good today as when first executed 
The bay is protected from storms b; 
both Horn and Petis Bois Islands, witl 
an extra wind break in Round Island 
which lies between Horn Island *»■ 

the mouth of the river. An immense 
government dredge is constantly at work 

deepening the shallow places anil 

straightening the channel. Between the 

puss it nil mouth of river, n number of 
areas with great depth are to be found, 
and advantage has boon taken of these 
in constructing' thev channel. These 
areas not only furnish anchorage for 

vessels, but make the undertaking of 

dredging a sufficient depth for nil ves- 

sels one of much less magnitude. 
Another point exceedingly favorable 

to Pascagoula is the close proximity oi 
“no bottom,* or very deep water to the 
mouth of the harbor. In going over the 
bar between Horn and Petit llois Isl- 
ands the lead line showed nineteen tr 

twenty-two feet, but immediately tljj! 
edge of the bar was reached the throw 

dropped .to thirty feet and then “no hot 
tom.'’ This advantage is possessed by 
few places aspiring to importance as 

ports aud is of incalculable importance, 
The Pascagoula river for several miles 

above the mouth has a depth of from 

twenty-live to fifty feet, with a few 

exceptions where tributaries have crossed 
the current and deposited liars, which 
necessitate dredging. The banks arc 

almost vertical in a majority of in- 
stances, allowing of vessels drawing from 

twenty to thirty feet to run alongside 
without danger of grounding. Numerous 
lakes abound in the vicinity of the river, 

especially near Moss Point, covering 
areas of from a few acres up to hun- 
dreds and having depths of fifty feet oi 

more. All of these lakes are connected 
with the river by a depth of water al- 
lowing vessels of ordinary draft to en 

ter. With a moderate, amount of dredg- 
ing this depth could be increased to any 
figure desired. While at present they 
are used by the fifteen or twenty ini 
mouse lumbering plants of that vicinity 
for log storage, they would nil ho avail 
able for harbor room and wharfage 
facilities. The whole 'of this inunenst 
river front is protected from the bay 
proper by three or four miles of liigl; 
land and heavily timbered, absolutely 
guaranteeing immunity from seriou- 

damage by storms. 

At present the port of Pascagoula 
only has one through line of railway 
the L. & X., but others are being eon 

structed, and in a short time promise is 
made that sevral lines will converge 
from there. The Denny log road has- 
been built to the northeast to within n 

few miles of a connection with the Mo- 
bile, Jackson & Kansas City. This road 
is used at present for logging purposes 
onjv, hut the excellent construction o: 

tlie line, the splendid steel bridge acros.- 

Dog river, the standard rails laid and 
other indications point that it is being 
built for a thorough commerce carrying 
line, and will shortly connect with sonic 

of the large systems of the country. The 
Mississippi Central, a part of the great 
Could system, is building to Pascagoula 
and promises to reach there in a few 
months. It is in operation from Hat 
tiesburg to Brookhaven, will soon have 
trains running into Natchez and a po- 
tion of the line to Pascagoula lias al 
ready been built. It is conceded that 
as soon as 1 lie Natchez extension is ii 
operation the work of building to Pasca 
goula will lie pushed to completion. The 
Frisco system also lias surveys and plan- 
for reaching the port, and if it realh 
owns the M., J. <&. K. C'., as reported 
will undoubtedly build the short lint 
necessary for a connection. With the 
advent of one or more of these povverfu 
systems, which seems to he reasonable 
certain, it is evident that the next few 
months will witness an industrial anc 

commercial activity at Pascagoula rare 

ly equaled anywhere. 
The port of Pascagoula is compose! 

of four municipalities at present, witl 
a population of something like twelve 
thousand souls. All are situated withii 
a radius of three miles of Scranton, am 

connected hv an electric passenger am 

freight line. A proposition to eonsoli 
date under the common name of Pasea 
goula was defeated some time since by ■ 

popular vote, but it is believed that in i 
short time the union will he consutn 
mated and Pascagoula will take tin 
place deserved among the larger citie- 
of Mississippi. 

The most potent factor in this splen 
did work of development has been th« 
Pascagoula Commercial Club, with iti 
active and alert officers and truly loya 
and enthusiastic members. This organi 
zation has worked without ceasing, it 
OVM.OV** mu, JUI UlC vUIlrJUIll Illii vlOI 

of a dream tlmt now bids fair of reali 
zation and to it is largely due the sue 

cess attained. In its ranks can be foun. 
the leading citizens of all four munici 
palities, striving for a common cause 
the making of Pascagoula the greates 
deep water, fully protected harbor 01 
the gulf coast. There is glory enougli ii 
the realization of this dream for all 
from the president to the humblest mem 

her, who cheerfully contributed his hal 
dollar each mouth as his mite .to forth? 
the cause. 

It is certain that Mississippi will liavi 
two or more great ports for the hand 
ling of maritime business, distributin; 
points for the great volume of com 
ineree theA will be deflected to thi 
point of the compass by the building .» 

■ the canal, and with them large eitie 
that will be the center of industrial an. 

commercial activity. 
In a later article the writer will at 

, tempt to show by actual figures the re 
suits-of the small amount expended b' 

i the government on this harbor, togethe 
l with the immense volume of busines 

handled under present conditions. 
H. E. BLAKESLEE, 

Commissioner Agriculture and Con 
i merce. 

Paine, who wrote "Home, Swee 

Home,” is said to have never been mai 

! ried. We believe he was and when li 
wrote “Home, Sweet Home,” though 
of the idea of facing a nagging wife 
Our many divorces nowadays is ou 

argument for it. A man who never ha 
a home does not know what a horn 

1 

should be, but the fellow who marrie 
with the hope of a home and does no 

« find one, but a nagging wife, can sin; 
l with assurance “Home, Sweet Home. 
• Paine must have been a married ma 

with a nagging wife. 
-.... — ■ ■— 

, Abuse never gains a man anythin; 
, 

If one has nothing good to say about 
1 man it is bettor to lea vs it untold. 

FOB Ham SIKE 
SEE TBAT YOUR FOODSTUFFS 

ARE PURE. 

ADULTERATIONS ARE COMMON 

Unscrupulous Dealers in Large Cities 
the Medium for Disposing of 

Such Goods—Purchase 
at Home. 

For years one of the matters which 
has received the careful attention of 
the department of agriculture is food 
adulteration. Who has not heard of 
the old libel on the state of Connecti- 
cut—the wooden nutmeg, but there 
are worse things than wooden nut- 
megs. Unprincipled manufacturers 
and dealers for many years have re- 

sorted to adulteration of foodstuffs to 
increase profits. In the matter of 
spices, only a short time since the 
food commission of one of the states 
discovered among 50 samples analyzed 
more than 30 that were adulterated. 
In pepper, stems and barks were 

ground, in every class of ground 
spice foreign substances were added 
to give weight, and in numerous cases, 

particularly flavoring extracts, the ar- 

ticles supposed to be made from pure 
fruits, were found to ke synthetical, 
or entirely artificial, preparations 
1'ropi coal tar. 

These goods were prepared by con- 
cerns that have no regular trade, but 
depend upon agents to sell goods for 
them to whoever they can. It is rare- 

ly that a reliable wholesale grocery 
house sells such goods, as retailers 
will 11c* knowingly keep them in 
stock, as they cannot be legally sold, 
and some officer of the fotjd depart- 
ment of the state is likely to drop into 
the store at any time, confiscate the 
goods, and impose a heavy flue on the 
dealer. 

a siion nine ago neaiui omcere in 

Philadelphia found a number of Ital- 
ians in a cellar putting oil in bottles, 
and labeling the same with a foreign- 
looking label. An analysis of the oil 
proved it to he mainly a poor quality 
of cotton-seed oil. and the lowest 
grade of olive. Hundreds of cases 

of the stuff were traced to a city in 
the middle west, where it was dis- 
posed of under contract to house's who 
sell direct to consumers through 
agents and by mail. Not alone are 

spices, extracts, olive oil and sim- 
ilar foodstuffs adulterated this way, 
but the fraud extends still further. 
Cheap kinds of fish, such as hake, cat- 
fish, etc., are prepared and placed on 

the market as genuine codfish. Toma- 
to catsups are made of a good quality 
of pumpkin and given the right color 
by' dye stuffs, and flavored by the 
use of coal tar extracts. Hundreds of 
other articlesi are ‘'doctored" the same 
way. It is rarely that such artificial 
goods find their way into the hands 
of regular grocers throughout the 
country, but are disposed of by con- 

cerns who depend upon doing busi- 
ness at points distant from tlieir loca 
tion, and who seek protection in the 
interstate commerce law, and who 
seek to dispose of tlieir goods directly 
to the consumers, as no federal or 
state officer is likely to call at a pri 
vate house and make «u analysis oi 
foods used. 

It seems that neither the national 
or state laws can be so closely ap- 
plied as to prevent this evil. If the 
masses of people would study into this 
question the buying of foods from 
others than local dealers, who are 
known to be honest, would be the re- 

sult, and the daily reports of people 
being mysteriously poisoned by eating 
some article of food would not be sc 
numerous. 

Trust “Graft." 
One of the practices of the trusts In 

the marketing of their products, is 
the prize schemes. In order to induce 
the consumers to use tlieir various 
brands of goods, attractive offers are 
made to exchange different articles 
for certificates and coupons. Hut il 
is always intended that the consum 

era “pay the freight." Generally 
where premiums are offered with 

I goods, the packages are short ir 
weight, or a few cents more charged 
than goods of like kind sell for. Thus 

1 it can be seen how the premiums 
given are paid for by the consumer 
and he pays a high price for tht 
prizes he draws. Goods that art 

given away with purchases cosl 
money. Their cost does not come oul 
of the pockets of ftie manufacturers 
but out of the purses of the people 

i who use the'goods. If one desires tc 
i buy sugar, he does not care to pay 

for the scoop or shovel. He wants 
sugar, and at the lowest price con 

sistent. He knows that if he takes 
the scoop or the shovel some one 

pays the bill. Various systems oi 
premium giving have been devised 
Some call for a certain number oi 

coupons of some sort, and so mucl 
| cash, or some article just for the 

coupons alone. Where cash is re 

quired along with coupons there is 
apparently an additional profit in the 
deal aside from that made on the 
goods with which coupons are given 
It is well to buy goods on their merits 
alone. Buy what you want and al 
the right price, and you will be aheac 

7 of the premium plan. 
r 

3 Another Meanest Man. 
We’ve heard of the meanest mai 

in town, and his faithful wife in hei 
faded gown, and of Maud in the stub 
ble raking hay, when the good ole 
judge rode her way; and the famoas 
liar with line and pole, and the truant 
boy and swimming hole; but the freai 

s of all Is the man who goes and buys 
t for family food and clothes on credit 

for six months or more, from the keep 
r er of the local store, and when foi 
j cash he sells his crops, at the loca 

store he never stops; forgets the bil 
he ought to pay, and for things he 
wants he sends away to Make & b Fake who want the “mon,” and whe 

! sell “for cash” to everyone. This 
man with mind of little strength, can’l 

i see the “plunk” at arm’s length, bai 
grabs the penny near his eye, and leti 
the (Uttering dollars lie. 

x Problem. 
If a hen were to pick up a hornet 

would you call that a peck of trouble’ 
« 

TRADE'S GREAT MAGNET. 

How Some Mammoth Fortunes Have 
Been Built Up. 

Many of the great fortunes la Amer- 
ica have been gained by the judicious 
use of printers’ ink. The wealthiest 
merchants attribute their success to 
advertising. Millions and millions of 
dollars' worth of manufactured prod- 
ucts are annually sold to the people 
of the United States through the ad- 
vertising pages of the public press, 
the only medium. Consider the new- 
fangled breakfast foods, the numerous 
natural food preparations! It is more 
than likely they would never have be- 
come known without their merits 
were exploited before the people 
through the newspapers. Great exclu- 
sive mail-order houses, institutions 
that have come into existence during 
the past 20 years, have been built up 
entirely through judicious advertis- 
ing. t 

As to the mail order houses, there 
is a loud clamor against their en- 

croachments throughout the country. 
There is every cause for alarm that 
they will eventually grow into such 
mammoth institutions as will monop- 
olize the business that is now the 
backbone and spine of the country 
towns. There is oho way that the 
merchants can lessen the evil. It is 
by persistent use of the public press. 
Use advertising space, meet the com- 

petition rightly and squarely and let 
the people know about it. 

Hundreds of would-be business ven- 
tures have failed just because there 
was no proper advertising. Hundreds 
and thousands of small merchants fail 
for the same cause. The paper in a 
small town is of greater force than 
the average merchant thinks. If the 
storekeeper desires to test his home 
paper as an advertising medium, let 
him insert an advertisement of some 
article and put the price lower than 
it is generally sold at. Then await 
results. He will find that the people 
will learn of it, and call tt> see about 
it. 

Dollars to the editor* for advertis- 
ing space are never lost if the adver- 
tising is of the proper kind. The in 
vestment will bring greater returns tc 
the merchant than money invested In 
any other way. One trouble is thai 
the average merchant knows little 
about proper methods of advertising 
A simple card "John Jones, Grocer 
sells groceries” is of but little use 

Make advertising attractive. Tel; 
about goods, about prices, and every 
thing that a prospective purchase: 
may want to know. Keep persistent!} 
at it. Change advertisements weeli 
after week. The people look for it 
and it will pay. 

D. M. CARR. 

HELPING THE TRUSTS. 

Systems That Are Opposed to the 
Welfare of th* Masses. 

Nearly a century ago, Disraeli, the 
elder, in his essay on gaming anc 
gambling, wrote: “The savage and the 
civilized, the illiterate and the learn 
cd, are alike captivated by the hope 
of accumulating wealth without the 
labors of industry." In this saying th* 
great statesman and writer soundei 
the keynote of much of the woes mel 
with in life. It is the desire to secure 

wealth without labor, to gain some 

thing for nothing, that causes many tc 
go to their graves “unwept, unhonorei 
and unsung.” 

The man who gleefully sings "Make 
a few dollars earn you a living.” wil 
be sure to find many people ready te 
believe him. They will take i 

“chance” anyway, and the gullible are 

so numerous that the promoter reall} 
succeeds in "accumulating wealtt 
without the labors of industry,” bu' 
the others—his victims—general!} 
fail. 

During the past few years one large 
concern that has for long been drain 
ing the rural districts of surplus 
wealth, has built a city of its own 
and has erected buildings for the ac 

commodation of 7,000 people. This 
concern does not draw a cent of trade 
from the people of the city wherein i 
is located. All its wealth and the 
means by which it built up its “ow: 
city” has been contributed by people 
scattered throughout the country. 

How few there are who think tha 
when they send money to this grea 
concern for supplies that might a: 
ntoll left 11 erVi f i n tlwil e nrvi n tnnrx 

that they are helping to deal a death 
blow to the place they call home? Ye 
such is the fact. Every dollar sen 

to the large city, assists in the build 
ing up of greater trusts, and great 
er combinations, that seek to contro 
the manufacturing, the mercantile 
business, and as well the prices o 

labor and all the products of the work 
shop and the farm. It means busi 
ness oligarchy to which the commoi 

people should not submit. 
D. M. CARR. 

Millions Are Lost Annually. 
Fifty millions of dollars annually li 

a conservative estimate of the amoun 
that the people of the United State; 
are swindled out of through the opera 
tion of fraudulent investment and in 
surance concerns. 

How easily people are influenced t< 
make investments in questionable con 

cerns. has been recently strongly il 
lustrated through the operations o 

the different alleged cooperative mer 

cantile, home-building and investmen 
schemes which have been declarec 
fraudulent by the postal authorities 
It is during the times of prosperity 
that the schemers find the riches 
field. People who never had the hand 
ling of much money, and who find it 
their possession a few hundreds o: 

dollars, just have enough for the 
“taste” of wealth so that they an 

easy victims for the sharpers who op 
erate “fake” enterprises which holt 
out alluring promises of great re 
turns on small investments. State 
laws for the control of such concerni 
should be stringent, and severe pun 
ishment meted to those who operate 
them. 

Catch-Penny Advertisements. 
•Beware of the advertisements li 

which it is stated that “this article 
i will be sent on approval for one dol 

lar.” It means that you will have 
something on your hands, and a good 
sized freight or express bill to settle 
and perhaps many more dollars tc 
pay. 

Mephibosheth 
STORY BY THE “HIGHWAY 

AND BYWAY” PREACHER 

(CopyriKht., 11107, by tbtl Author. TV. H. Kd.koti. j 

Scripture Authority:—2 Samuel, 
chapter 9. 

•jj SERMONETTE. jj) 
jj) Here in this incident we find jj) 

!■* 
another side of David’s nature «« 

revealed. Here he is the loyal y 
friend keeping faith with the Jjl 
choice companion of his young l' 

’1) manhood, Jonathan. Here, after tj) t the flight of the years and the A 
jj) multiplying of the burdens and *)* 
A cares resting upon him, we find if if him taking time and thought to J* A redeem the promise made so (j) 
i* long ^before. Loyalty to the .J, 
j|) friend of the long ago. Faith- 
A fulness in redeeming the prom- J 
if ise given. How splendid. David ij) 
•ij was king now, a mighty man of A 

y affairs, a ruler over a realm far ^J* 
< (jj) greater than that which Saul if 

A had ever dreamed of ruling. T 

ij) Riches and honors were show- jj) A ered upon him in such measure A 
y as to have made it not at all v 

"If strange if all thought and care if >’ for former things had been driv- T 

ij) en away. BiJ it was not so with jj) A David. He remembered the > 

y promise of the years before and ij. 
■A he hastened to fulfill it. A 

j’ Such act on the king’s part y 
j)) could not have been without if 
1 much sacrifice of personal com- » 

if. fort, as well as the giving up jj) 
A of the rich possessions of Saul A 

which had come io him in right 
jsW of his wife, Michal, the daugh- :?j 
A ter of Saul. But these things V 
ij) were as nothing in the eyes of jj) A David in comoarison to the 

y faithful discharge of that old v. 

obligation. This, then, we would A 
emphasize in reference to the y 

\\ keeping of the promises made, 
A seem they ever so small and un- T 
y important: Personal comfort if 
A and personal possessions should A 
i* never outweigh the importance y 

of keeping a fair promise, hon- 
/ estly made. j" ♦)! How perfectly did Jesus ex- \f 

■■ A emplify this. He gave up his A 
y riches that we through his pov- y 

erty might be made Kch. He Vi 

suffered that we through his '■* 

if suffering might be redeemed to J(< 
A God, and all because he sought j 
y to redeem the promise which y 
A God had made to man in the be- A 
l* ginning when God said that the 

i) seed of the woman should J| 
A bruise the head of the serpent. y if! Another thought in connec- ilf 

tion with this incident was the J. 

V whole hearted way in which if 
jl David did that which he had de- A 
A termined upon. He might have y 

fulfilled his promise to Jona- JJ 
A than by restoring Mephibosheth T 
y to the family possessions, but 

jjt no, he would do more, this son ™ 

y of his dead friend should be an y 
if honored guest at the king’s ta- 

A ble. Yes, he was a cripple, and j" 
y certainly could not have added \f 
•k any dignity or beauty to the 

I royal household, but such fact Vj. 
f\i did not cause David to hesitate. A 
.j’ In the divine-like spirit he y 
if! would bring Mephibosheth into {(I 
A his very presence where he • 

y could personally attend to his if 
A comforts. This is the way God A 

y restores us to the lost heritage, y 
if He brings us into his very pres- J!» 
A ence, cripples in sin though we y 
y are, and he there ministers unto 
•k us with unstinted devotion, y 

1 T From the many-sided view of *';■ 
j'jJ David how we see reflected the j|| 
1 divine attributes, even as we j' 

1 
y hear them breathed forth in the \f 
•(^ Psalms which he has left us. 

; 
X ^ ^ J? 

THE STORY. 

A MESSENGER from King David! 
The news of his coming spread 

quickly through the country about 
Dodehar. and soon the people were 

eagerly discussing the purpose of t,he 
visit. Did he bring good tidings or ill’ 

; Was his mission one of peace or did 
he come with some sinister motive’ 
And when it was learned that the 
messenger had gone straight to the 
house of Machir, the chief man of the 

! place, in fact, the most powerful shieb 
in that part of the country, and had 

■ inquired after one Mepbibosheth, whc 
was said to dwell there, the know 
ing ones said it boded ill for the sun 

of Jonathan, the son of Saul. 

Tidings of the growing power oi 
King David had reached Lodebar from 
time to time and no more eager listen 

i er to the stories could be found than 
; Mephibosheth. Helpless as he was he 

would always manage to get to the 
place where the news was being dis 
cussed, and though taking no active 
part in the conversation he inter 
jected brief questions which always 
brought out all the details of the 
story. 

! Although only five years old when 
■ the tragic events fell upon the house 
: hold of Saul they had burned them' 
t selves into his tender mind. The con 

sternation of the royal household 
when the dreadful tidings of the re 
suit of the battle were learned, the 
confusion as preparation was made 
for flight, and then the mad, panic 

! stricken rush which followed as the 
! rumor came that the Philistines were 

almost upon them. All this he re 

membered and then had come the aw 
ful accident. The nurse that was car 

rying him stumbled and fell near the 
head of the long flight of stairs lead 

i ing from the palace, and the next rec 
ollection he had was of lying helpless 
on his couch with his legs bandaged 
up and pains so intense that it seem 
ed as though he must die. And since 
that day he had wondered why he had 
not died, and had often wished as he 
considered his helplessness that he 
had. 

As we have said, he was always in 
tensely interested in news from the 
land of his birth, and had followed 
with special interest the rising for- 

tunes of King David. The old servant 
who had carried him and cared foi 
him tenderly in his y-juth had told 
him of the great friendship which had 
existed between King David and hit 
father, and much of the gentle, heroic 
spirit which had characterized his 
father was possessed by himself. He 
felt a warm glow in his heart at every 
mention of King David’s name, and 
he had a longing desire to have him 
for his friend, too. 

When it was suggested to him once 
that the kingdom of Israel belonged 
to him by right of Inheritance rather 
than to David, and that had it not 
been that he was a cripple he might 
by force of arms have asserted his 
rights, he had replied with spirit that 
if his father Jonathan had recognized 
the divine will and was willing to 

yield the kingdom to the man whom 
God had chosen for king surely he 
was nat going to he less a man. He 
felt he could honor the memory of 
his noble father In no better way thgn 
to cherish the friendship which he 
had held for David. 

And so it was when the messenger 
came from David seeking him, he 
did not share the evil forebodings 
which troubled his friends. They were 

certain that King David plotted his 
hurt, and that, for him to place him- 
self entirely in David’s power was to 
court disaster of the most distressing 
kind. 

“He it good or bad which shall be- 
fall me,” he had replied, quietly, "nev- 
ertheless I will go. 1 would see the 
face of him who was so great a friend 
of my father.” And quickly gather- 
ing his household together, he prepar- 
ed to leave with the messenger on the 
following day. 

“How came King David to know of 
me and my whereabouts?” he ques- 
tioned the messenger as they made 
their Journey. 

“One Ziba, a servant'of the house 
of Saul, thy grandfather, told him of 
thee and he would not rest content 
until he had sent for thee,” the mes- 
senger replied. 

“But why should the king take 
thought for one like me, who am least 
v* **n iu* nuuci n uuuac-aim d vrip* 
pie,” he added, sadly. 

“Ah, but thou knowest not the good- 
ness of the king’s heart. His thought 
is toward the least of his people in 
Israel. Surely thou knowest the great 
love which he had for thy father Jona- 
than. and would he not desire to do 
kindness unto his son?” 

“But do not the great burdens of 
ruling so vast a kingdom press heavy 
upon him and give him no time to 
follow the dictates of his own heart?" 

“Again thou dost not understand or 
know the king, for more precious in 
his sight is loyalty to the friend of 
former days than all the prestige and 
honor and glory which the making of 
new and powerful friends can bring." 
was the earnest response. 

And so as they journeyed the heart 
of Mephibosheth was cheered by the 
goodly account which the messenger 
gave of all the righteous act3 of the 
kfng, until at last he exclaimed: 

“Surely, God hath chosen a man 
like unto himself to rule over his peo- 
ple." 

In this spirit of adoration for King 
David. Mephibosheth entered Jerusa- 
lem and was shown into the royal 
presence. And Mephibosheth fell upon 
upon his face to the ground and did 
the king reverence. But the latter 
came forward quickly and placing his 
hand upon the bowed head, said, af- 
fectionately: 

“Mephibosheth!” 
“I?eho|ld thy servant," responded 

Mephibosheth, earnestly. 
“Fear not, Mephibosheth, for I will 

surely shew thee kindness for Jona 
than thy father's sake, and will re- 

store thee all the land of Saul thy 
father: and thou shalt eat. bread at 
my table continually,” said David. 

The possessions of the house ol 
Saul and a place at the royal table! 
Mephibosheth listened as one in a 

dream. Could it be true? Again he 
bowed himself before the king, and 
said: 

“What is thy servant, that thou 
should?,t look upon such a dead dog as 

I am?” 
Bui the king would hear no more 

bet forthwith gave orders that Me 
phibosheth was to become a membei 
-vf ♦ ..non 1 -J II 

Ziba, the old servant of Saul, instruct 
ed him concerning the management 
of the estate and affairs of Mephibo 
sueth. 

Cured by a Typewriter. 
Constant companionship with a 

typewriting machine has a soothing 
and elevating influence on a man. No 
hard drinker, for instance, c».n use a 

typewriter. His nerves, must be in 
good order or he will strike the wrong 
letters and mangle up his copy. There 
is a case of this kind which led to the 
reformation of a man. He was a type 
writer and stenographer for a law 
firm. He was a good, all-around man 

but he would go on the spree occas 

ionallv. This the head of the firm did 
not like, so he thought he would teach 
him a lesson. The stenographer was 
a methodical man, and he went on the 
“skate” at stated times in the year 
When he returned on one occasion his 
employer had the machine all fixed for 
him. He had had the letters changed 
so that when you struck “h,” for in 
stance, it would print “x,” and so on. 
The stenographer came back, feeling 
rather shaky, anyhow, and w'hen he 
wrote off his first letter the result was 
appalling. He began to tremble. The 
boss kindly sent him to the Adiron 
dacks to brace up. The cure was com 
plete. He never touched liquor again 
as long as he lived. 

Generous Act Rewarded. 
An undertaker named Roberts, al 

Walthamstow, England, several years 
ago buried, at his own expense. the 
bodies of a friendless woman and chile 
who had been murdered, rather thar 
see them laid in a pauper’s grave*. He 
has just received 125,000, bequeathed 
him by an old gentleman who had ad 
mired his act 

Fewer Works of Fiction Read. 
Librarians in many parts of Lon 

don agree in stating that the public taste for the reading of fiction is show 
ing a very decided falling off, and that 
the popularity of works* of travel 
history and biography is correspond ingly increasing. 

JOSHUA, ISRAEL’S I 
NEW LEADER I 

Sunday School Lesion lor Ocl.6.1907 1 
Specially Prepared for Thli Paper I 

LESSON TEXT.—Joshua, 1: 1-11. Mem- 
ory verse. 7. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—"T will not fall tbeo 
nor forsake thee.”—Joshua 1: 5. 

TIME.—The last of March or early In 
April (Josh. 4: 19 compared with Josh. 
1: 11), B. C. 1451 according to our Bible 
margins. Many scholars place it two 
centuries earlier. It was directly afte# 
the Exodus. 

PLACE.—The plnin of the Jordan en 
the oast side, at the foot of the Moabite 
mountains, opposite Jericho. 
Comment and Suggestive Thought. 

Joshua, the New Leader.—His Name, 
originally Hoshea, the same as the 
prophet Hosea, signifying "salvation** 
or “help.” To this was added after- 
wards (Num. 13: 16) "Je" for Jeho- 
vah, and the name became Jehosua. 
'•Jehovah la salvation," shortened to 
Joshua, later modified in Neh. 8: IT 
to Jeshua, from which came Us Greek 
lorm in the Septuagint, Jeaous, Jesus, 
Jt whom Joshua was in some respects 
a type. 

His Ancestry.—He was an Ephralm- 
ite, a descendant of Joseph, through 
Ephraim, and according to 1 Chron. 7: 
22-27 he was the eleventh generation 
from Joseph. His father’s rame was 

Nun, and his grandfather, Elishama, 
was a captain of the army of the 
Ephraimites, 40,500 in number, at th» 
organizations of the Israelites soon 

after the exodus (Num. 2: 18, etc, 
compared with 1 Chron. 7: 27). 

His Birthplace.—He must have been 
born in Goshen in Egypt, where his 
parents were in slavery. 

We would know all of life if we com- 

pletely understood any one life. It is 
well to read what we can in Joshua's 
Book of Life. 

1. Matheson calls his life prosaic, 
commonplace, that of an assistant to 
Moses. Of the three classes of men— 

those “in advance of their time, the 
men up to their time, and the men fol- 
lowing their time"—Joshua was on® 
of the last type, “without originality, 
obeying orders; his deeds only breathe 
through him, not from him.” Thus 
the blind preacher makes Joshua a 

comfort and strength and hope to th» 
vast majority of men. 

This may be true of the earlier por- 
tions of his life up to the time of this 
lesson. But now he comes to the re- 

ward of his faithfulness as one who 
obeys orders. By obeying he haa 
learned to command. By faithfulness 
in little things he is able to do great 
things. This is the only ladder that 
may be climbed to the best. The 
one who would be an orator is 
told to learn the great orations by 
heart. The one who would be a paint- 
er studies and copies the great artists. 
When the time came he was able to 
>nter the door to his great life-work. 

2. A well-known scholar, says the 
Temple Bible, “considers the finest re- 

ligious conception in the book the ai>- 
pearance to Joshua of the angelic 'Cat* 
tain of the Lord's host’ (Josh. 5: 13- 
15). It is a noble illustration of the 
truth that in the great causes of God 
upon the earth, the leaders, however, 
supreme they seem, are themselve® 
led.” Joshua was great because b® 
was under divine guidance, taught by 
divine wisdom, and therefore, humble 
and strong. 

3. He was a man of great courage, 
both physical and moral, as he had 
shown in the battle with Amalek, and 
still more in action, in spying out the 
land and in almost alone resisting 
the clamors of the people. 

4. He was a man of faith. 
5. He was deeply and intensely tg 

ligious, through and through. 
6. He came to haye fine qualities 

as a generaj,—keen observation, 
power to control, wise leadership, ce- 

lerity of movement skilful, strategy, 
boldness of attack. 

Ebers, in his romance “Joshua,” 
makes him, not without some proba- 
bility, a captain prior to the Exodus, 
in the Egyptian army, well accustom- 
ed to campaigning. 

The Difficulties in th# Way.—Thes® 
were very great indeed. 

1 Til a Tnivlan u-q c n t u- s® _ 

(Josh. 3: 15), absolutely Impassable 
for an army, much less for the whole 
people of Israel. This made them safe 
from attack, but also prevented them 
from taking possession. 

2. The people of the land dwelt in 
walled cities against which the Israel- 
ites had no sufficient weapons. 

These obstacles rose like an Im- 
passable barrier of mountains before 
the people. “Impossible to overcome'* 
was written all over them. It was like 
the task which Jesus set before his 
disciples when he was about to be 
crucified—twelve unlearned, unarmed, 
poor men to conquer the Roman em- 

pire, when one* breath of Cesar could 
sweep them from the earth; to over- 
come the wealth, the worldliness, the 
selfishness, the sin, and crime of the 
world. Lebanon was but a molehill to 
this mountain of difficulty. The peo- 
ple were dismayed, disheartened, 
hopeless almost to despair. 

Practical Points. 
The path of duty is like a direct 

road to success, and moving from it 
in either direction leads to disaster 
and defeat. “Note the terms righteous- 
ness, rectitude, uprightness and, in 
matters of opinion, orthodox, while 
the word ‘wrong’ is etymologically 
akin to ‘wrung,’ twisted."—D. Steele. 

“Character is the only thing that 
counts. Though you had the front of 
Jove himself, an eye like Mars, and 
had not character, some homely, puny- 
looking dwarf, who has what you 
lack, may rise up at any moment and 
upset you.” 

Document of Fragile Promise. 
“You show a great deal of interest 

in that time table,” said the man who 
is always impatient when traveling. 

“Yes," answered the easy-going cit- 
izen; “I can’t help enjoying the trust- 
ful and optimistic disposition shown 
by the person who prepared it.” 

Business Appreciation. 
Herr Hirsch—That man Levi ha* 

got his eye on our Rosa. He’s a thun- 
dering good man of business and b« 
can have her if he wants. He one* 
got some money out of me in payment 
for some things I had of him.* 


