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It is becoming pcsitively dangerous 
to smuggle. 

Even in Central America the weath- 
er is chilly for some. 

Shoveling snow is good exerolse. 
Hire some man who needs the exer- 

cise to do it. 

Being chief of the Russian secret 
police is sometimes a life-long job, but 
not a long-life one. 

Apropos of that Boston poets’ club 

organized by an editor there—most ed- 
itors have a club for poets. 

If you have an idea that ten below 
zero is twice as cold as five below 
zero, you are entitled to another 
guess. 

First thing you know, churches may 
try the pay-enter scheme for getting 
collections. That’s how the theaters 
do it. 

Radium is quoted at 5S5.000 a 

pound, in spite of all the new tariff 
bill has done to reduce the cost of 

living. 

Between divorcing in haste and mar- 

rying in haste there does not seem to 

be a great deal of difference when it 
comes to repentance. 

However, even if the furnace goes 
out and the cold wind blows under the 
door and the pipes freeze and all that 
*—there are no flies. 

These old-fashioned winters ought 
to bring with them an adequate sup- 

ply of old-fashioned knitted wool 

gloves and warm socks. 

The one objection to winter in the 
east is the long wait one has to un- 

dergo between Christmas and the 

opening of the baseball season. 

France, as well as Germany, Is to 
have an airship fleet, in me new cen- 

tury war the only safety for noncom- 

batants will be in cyclone cellars. 

One beautiui feature in connection 
with Uncle Sam’s new 14-inch naval 

gun is the fact that no erratic citizen 

looking for trouble will be able to 

carry it in his pistol pocket. 

Halley’s comet is getting nearer. It 
is not yet known whether its coming 
portends war in Europe, Central 
America or congress. Maybe it will 
bunch its belligerent hits. 

It appears from the dispatches that 
a few amateur Santa Clauses have 
shown the usual ill timed and mis- 
guided confidence in the ability of 
cotton batting to withstand the con- 

tact of a lighted wax candle. 

In view of the brand of weather 
that has been handed out during the 
last few weeks “The Good Old Sum- 
mertime” did not show up as well in 
the national anthem competition as 

might naturally have been expected. 

The king of Sweden has recently 
been working as a stevedore for the 
purpose of finding out how the labor- 
ers of his country feel. He has taken 
a wise course. The quickest and sur- 

est way to find out how a laborer 
feels is to labor for a while. 

A large New York dry goods store 
has opened a department for the sale 
of goods made by the blind. They 
include a large catalogue of staple ar- 

ticles ranging from woolen boots and 
baby socks to rugs and hammocks. 
The department has opened well and 
if it proves permanently successful it 
will afford many blind workers the 
means of maintaining themselves in 
comfort by their own labor. The idea 
is one that with good effect might be 
put into practice elsewhere. 

The American apple at its best has 
long been recognized as one of the 
most healthful and appetizing of 
fruits. It now has a new claim to pub- 
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nent member of the National Medical 
society, alleges that arple-eating cures 

the desire for strong drink. Apples 
themselves have been used to produce 
cider, and the “hard" variety of that 
beverage has often been regarded as 

a fairly powerful alcoholic stimulant. 
But if eating apples is a check upon 
desire for intoxicants it would seem 

that bane and antidote are combined 
in the same product. 

The Nautical Gazette cont-ins a de- 
scription of a 40-foot motor boat which 
is equipped with a gas producer that 
furnishes the fuel for its internal com- 
bustion engine. During the past sea- 

sen this little craft traveled a little 
ove. three thousand miles without fail- 
ure in a single instance by the pro- 
ducer to provide the fuel necessary to 
keep the craft in mot.on. This is evi- 
dence of reliability worthy of note, 
and it is supplemented by a record as 

to cost that ought to make motor-boat 
owners think seriously of the gas 
producer as an improvement upon the 
dangerous gasoline tank. 

The report is going the rounds of 
the press that a failure of the supply 
of raw material from which chewing 
gum is made is threatened. Visions 
of high prices for the sweetened slabs 
of solace flit across the brains of 
millions of chewing gum victims, 
slaves to the masticatory habit. The 
thought of a chewing gum famine is 
appalling. A total failure of the pea- 
nut crop could be contemplated with 
even greater equanimity. It is impos- 
sible to conceive the mental and 
moral results of the cutting off of the 
supply of gum. 

A New York physician says the bot- 
tle kills many babies. Contents of 
the bottle also kills many who have 
passed the baby stage. 

The Canadian parliament was lately 
warned that the country was at the 
mercy of the American fleet on the 
Great Lakes. This kind of talk serves 
no good end but to stir up feeling. The 
American conquest of Canada is one 
of those bogies which, though of a 
tierce outside, is tilled with sawdust. 
The United' States desires nothing ot 
the big British colony but friendship 
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URGES CONSERVATION OF 
THE NATION’S RESOURCES 

President Taft Sends Special Message to Con- 
gress Recommending Prevention of Land 

Frauds, Control of Water Power, Fos- 
tering of Soils and Kindred Subjects 

Washington, Jan. 14.—Following is 
the complete text ot the special mes- 

sage on the conservation ot tho na- 

tion’s resources sent to the senate 
and nouse of representatives by Pres- 
ident Taft to-day: 
To the Senate and House of Representa- 

tives: 
In my annual message I reserved the 

subject of the conservation ot our na- 
tional resources for disposition in u spe- 
cial message, as follows: 

In several departments (here Is pre- 
sented the necessity for legislation look- 
ing to the further conservation of our 
national resources, and the subject Is one 
of such importance as to require a more 
detailed and extended discussion than 
can be entered upon in this cmnmunlcw- 
tion. For that reason 1 shall lake an 

early opportunity to send a special mes- 

sage to congress on the subject of the 
improvement of our waterways: upon the 
reclamation and Irrigation of arid, seinl- 
arld and swamp lands; upon the preser- 
vation of our forests and the re foresting 
of suitable areas; upon the re-classlflea- 
tlon of the public domain With a view ot 
separating from agricultural settlement 
mineral, coal and phosphate lands and 
sites belonging to the government bor- 
dering on streams suitable for the utili- 
zation of water power. 

In I860 we had a public domain of 1.055.- 
911,288 acres. We have now 7X1,354,081 
acres, confined largely to tho mountain 

ranges and the arid and semi-arid plains. 
We have. In addition, 308,0X5,975 ucres of 
land in Alaska. 

Disbursement of Public Land*. 
The public lands were, during the earli- 

est administrations, treated as a national 
asset for the liquidation of the public 
debt and as a source of reward for our 
soldiers and sailors. Later on they were 

donated in large amounts in aid of the 
construction of wagon roads amt rail- 
ways, In order to open up regions in the 
west then almost inaccessible. All the 
principal land statutes were enacted more 
than a quarter of a century ago The 
homestead act. the pre-emption and tim- 
ber-culture act, the coal land and the 
mining acts were among these. 

The rapid disposition of the public lands 
under the early statutes, and the lax 
methods of distribution prevailing, due. I 
think, to the belief that these laud* 

ship, gave rise to the impression that 
the public domain was legitimate prey 
for the unscrupulous und that it wns not 
contrary to good morals to circumvent 
the land laws. This prodigal manner of 
disposition resulted In the passing of 
large areas of valuable land and many 
of our national resources Into the hands 
of persons who felt little or no responsi- 
bility for promoting the national wel- 
fare through their development. 

Fraudulent Titles. 
The truth is that title to millions of 

acres of public lands wns fraudulently 
obtained and that the right to recover a 

large part of such lands for the govern- 
ment long since ceased by reason of stat- 
utes of limitations. There lias developed 
in recent years a deep concern In the 
public mind respecting the preservation 
and proper use of our natural resources. 
This has been particularly directed 
toward the conservation of the resources 
of the public domain. A vast amount of 
discussion has appeared in the public 
prints in generalized form on this sub- 
ject, but there has lieeu little practical 
suggestion. It has been easy to say that 
the natural resources in fuel supply, in 
forests, In water power, and in other 
public utilities, must be saved from 
waste, monopoly, and other abuses, and 
the general public is in accord with this 
proposition, as they are with most 
truisms. The problem, however, is how 
to save and how to utilize, how to con- 

serve and still develop, for no sane per- 
son can contend that it is for the com- 
mon good that nature's blessings are 
only for unborn generations. 

Noteworthy Reforms. 
Among the most noteworthy reforms 

Initiated by my distinguished predecessor 
were the vigorous prosecution of hunt 
frauds and the bringing to public atten- 
tion of the necessity for preserving the 
remaining public domain from further 
spoliation, for the maintenance and ex- 

tension of our forest resources, and for 
the enactment of laws amending the ob- 
solete statutes so as to retain govern- 
mental control over that part of the pub- 
lic domain in which there are valuable 
deposits of coal, of oil, and of phosphate, 
and, in addition thereto, to preserve con- 

trol, under conditions favorable to the 
nithlif nf the lands alnnsr the streams in 

which the fail of water can be made to 
generate power to be transmitted in the 
form of electricity many miles to the 
point of its use, known as "water power” 
sites. 

The investigations into violations of the 
public land laws and the prosecution of 
land frauds have been vigorously con- 
tinued under my administration, as has 
been the withdrawal, of coal lands for 
classification and valuation and the tem- 

porary withholding of power sites. Since 
March 4, 1909, temporary withdrawals of 
power sites have been made on 102 
streams and these withdrawals therefore 
cover 229 per cent, more streams than 
were covered by the withdrawals made 
prior to that date. 

The present statutes, except so far 
as they dispose of the precious metals 
and the purely agricultural lands, are 
not adapted to carry out the modern 
view of the best disposition of public 
lands to private ownership, under con- 
ditions offering on the one hand suffi- 
cient inducement to private capital to 
take them over for proper develop- 
ment. with restrictive cohditions on 
the other which shall secure to the 
public that character of control which 
will prevent a monopoly or misusfe of 
the lands or their products. The power 
of the secretary of the interior to with- 
draw from the operation of existing 
statutes tracts of land, the disposition 
of which under such statutes would 
be detrimental to the public interests, 
is not clear or satisfactory. This power 
has been exercised in the interest of 
the public, with the hope that congress 
might affirm the action of the execu- 
tive by laws adapted to the new condi- 
tions. Unfortunately, congress has not 
thus far fully acted on the recommen- 
dations of the executive, and the ques- 
tion as to what the executive is to 
do is under the circumstances, full of 
difficulty. It seems to me that it Is 
the duty of congress now. by a statute, 
to validate the withdrawals which 
have been made by the secretary of the 
interior and the president and to use 
the secretary of the interior temporar- 
ily to withdraw lands pending submis- 
sion to congress of recommendations as 

CHASE GAME IN MOTOR CARS 

New Sport That Is Said to Be Popular 
Among Hunters in West- 

ern Kansas. 

Automobiles are revolutionizing 
methods of bunting wild game In 

western Kansas. A wolf bunt under 
the new plan is most exciting. One 

run3 the automobile and another does 

the shooting. A machine can run 

miles and miles on the open prairie of 

to legislation to meet condition* or 

emergencies as they arise. 

Properly to Classify Lands. 
One of the most pressing needs In 

the matter of public-land reform is 
that lands should be classified accord- 
ing to their principal value use. This 
ought to he done by that or department 
whose force is best adapted to that 
work. It should be done by the inter- 
ior department through the geological 
survey. Much of confusion, fraud, and 
contention which has existed in the 
present has arisen from the lack of 
an official and deterfbinatlve classifi- 
cation of the public lands and their 
contents. 

It is now proposed to dispose of ag- 
ricultural lands as such, and at the 
same ttme to reserve for other disposi- 
tion the treasure of coal, oil, ashphal- 
tum. natural gas and phosphate con- 
tained therein. This may be best ac- 

complished by separating the right 
to mini! rrom the title to the surface, 
giving the necessary use of so much of 
the latter as may he required for the 
extraction of the deposits. The sur- 

face might be disposed of as agricul- 
tural land under the general agricul- 
tural statutes, while the coal or other 
mineral could be disposed of by lease 
on a royalty basis, with the provisions 
requiring a certain amount of develop- 
ment each year; and In order to pre- 
vent the use and cession of said lands 
with others of similar character so as 

to constitute a monopoly forbidden by 
law. the lease should contain suitable 
provision subjecting to forfeiture the 
interest of persons participating in 
such monopoly. Such law should ap- 

ply to Alaska as well as to the United 
States. 

Statute Difficult to Frame. 
It is exceedingly difficult to frame 

a statute to retain government control 
over a property to be developed by 
private capital in such a manner as 

to secure the governmental purpose 
and at the same time not frighten 
away the Investment of the necessary 

capital. Hence, it may be necessary 

by laws that tire really only experi- 
mental to determine from their prac- 
tical operation what is the best 
method of securing the result aimed at. 

The extent of the value of phosphate 
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that there will be for It as the years 
roll on and the necessity for fertiliz- 
ing the land shall become more acute, 
this will be a product which will prob- 
ably attract the greed of monopolists. 

Public Land Along Streams. 
With respect to the public land 

which lies along the streams offering 
opportunity to convert water power 
Into transmissible electricity, another 
Important phase of the public land 
question is presented. There are val- 
uable water power sites through till 
the public land states. The opinion 
is held that the transfer of sovereignty 
from the federal government to the 
territorial governments as they become 
states. Included the water power in 
the rivers except so far as that owned 
by riparian proprietors. T do not 
think it necessary to go into discussion 
of this somewhat mooted question of 
law. It seems to me sutficient to say 
that the man who owns and controls 
the land along the stream from which 
the power is to bo converted and trans- 
mitted. owns land which is indispens- 
able to the conversion and use of that 

power. X cannot conceive how the 

power In streams flowing through pub- 
lic lands can be made available at all 
except by using the land itself as the 
site for the construction of the plant 
by which the power is generated and 
converted and securing a right of way 
thereover for transmission lines. Un- 
der these condition, if the government 
owns the adjacent land—indeed, if the 

government is the riparian owner—it 
may control the use of the water power 
by imposing proper conditions on the 

disposition of the land necessary in the 
creation and utilization of the water 

power. 
Value of Water Power. 

The development in electrical appli- 
ances for the conversion of the water 

power Into electricity to be transmitted 
long distances has progressed so far that 
it is no longer problematical, but It Is a 

certain inference that in the future the 

power of the water falling in the streams 

to a large extent will take the place of 
natural fuels. In the disposition of the 
domain already granted, many water 
power sites have come under absolute 
ownership, and may drift into one own- 

ership. so that all the water power under 

private ownership shall be a monopoly. 
If, however, the water power sites now 

owned by the government—and there are 

enough of them—shall be disposed or to 

private persons for the Investment of 
their capital in such a way as to prevent 
their union for purposes of monopoly 
with other water power sites, and under 
conditions that shall limit the right of use 

to not exceeding thirty years with renewal 

privileges and gome equitable means of 
fixing terms of rental and with proper 
means for determining a reasonable grad- 
uated rental. It would seem entirely pos- 
sible to prevent the absorption of these 
most useful lands by a power monopoly. 
As long as the government retains con- 

trol and can prevent their Improper union 
with other plants, competition must be 
maintained and prices kept reasonable. 

Soils Must Be Conserved. 
In considering the conservation of the 

natural resources of the country, the fea- 
ture that transcends all others, including 
woods, waters, minerals, is the soil of the 
country. It Is incumbent upon the gov- 
ernment to foster by all available means 

the resources of the country that produce 
the food of the people. To this end the 
conservation of the soils of the country 
should bo cared for with all means at the 
government’s disposal. Their productive 
powers should have the attention of our 

scientists that we may conserve the new 

soils, improve the old soils, drain wet 

soils, ditch swamp soils, levee river over- 

flow soils, grow trees on thin soils, pas- 
ture hillside soils, rotate crops on all 
soils, discover methods for cropping dry 
land soils, find grasses and legumes for 
all soils, feed grains and mill feeds on 

the farms where they originate, that the 
soils from which they come may be en- 

riched. 
A work of the utmost Importance to In- 

form and Instruct the public on this chief 
branch of the conservation of our re- 

sources is being carried on successfully 
in the department of agriculture: but It 
ought not to escape public attention that 
state action in addition to that of the de- 
partment of agriculture (as for instance 
In the drainage of swamp lands) Is es- 
sential to the best treatment of the soils 
In the manner above Indicated. 

The act by which, in semi-arid parts of 

the west without coming in contact 
with a fence or a creek. When a 

wolf or coyote is scared up the auto- 

mobile takes after him. A wolf runs 

in an easy circle. He doesn't dodge 
back and forth. So it is comparative- 
ly easy for the driver to keep right 
behind him. But the automobile must 
have great speed. 

A coyote can run 30 miles an houi 
with ease. A few days ago some Gar- 
den City hunters ran down a coyote 
and killed him with the wheels. Thai 
was considered a great hunting feat 
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the public domain, the area of the home- 
stead has been enlarged from 160 to 320 
acres has resulted most beneficially In 
the extension of "dry farming" and In 
the demonstration which has been made 
of the possibility, through a variation In 
the character and mode of culture, of 
raising substantial crops without the 
presence of such a supply of water as 
has been heretofore thought to be neces- 

sary for agriculture. 
But there are millions of acres of com- 

pletely arid land in the public domain 
which, by the establishment of reservoirs 
for the storing of water and the irri- 
gation of the lands, may be made much 
more fruitful and productive than the 
best lands In a climate where the mois- 
ture comes from the clouds. Congress 
recognized the Importance of this method 
of artificial distribution of water on the 
arid lands by the passage of the reclama- 
tion act. The proceeds of the public 
lands creates the fund to build the works 
needed to store and furnish the neces- 

sary water, and it was left to the secre- 

tary of the interior to determine what 
projects should be started among those 
suggested and to direct the reclamation 
service, with the funds at hand and 
through the engineers in its employ, to 
construct the works. 

No one can visit the far west and the 
country of arid and semi-arid lands with- 
out being convinced that this is one of 
tlie most Important methods of the con- 
servation of our natural resources that 
the government has entered upon. It 
would appear that over 30 projects have 
been undertaken, and that a few of 
these are likely to be unsuccessful be- 
cause of lack of water, or for other rea- 
sons. but generally the work which has 
been done has been well done, and many 
important engineering problems have 
been met and solved. 

Funds Inadequate for Service. 
One of the difficulties which has 

arisen is that too many projects in 
view of the available funds have been 
set on foot. The funds available under 
the reclamation statute are inadequate 
to complete these .projects within a 
reasonable time. And yet the projects 
have been begun: settlers have been 
Invited to take up and. in many in- 
stances. have taken up. the public land 
within the projects, relying upon their 
prompt completion. The failure to 

complete the projects for their benefit 
is. in effect, a breach of faith and 
leaves them in a most distressed con- 
dition. I urge that the nation ought 
to afford the means to lift them out of 
the very desperate condition in which 
they now are. 

This condition does not indicate any 
excessive waste or any corruption on 

the part of the reclamation service. It 
only indicates an over-zealous desire 
to extend the benefit of reclamation 
to as many acres and as many states 
as possible. I recommend, therefore., 
that authority be given to issue, not 
exceeding J30.000.000 of bonds from 
time to time, as the secretary of the 
interior shall find it necessary, the 
proceeds to be applied to the comple- 
tion of the projects already begun and 
tlieir proper extension, and the bonds 
running ten years or more to be taken 
up liv the proceeds of returns to the 
reclamation fund, which returns, as 

the years go on, will increase rupidly 
in amount. 

There is no doubt at ail that if 
these bonds were to be allowed to run 

ten years, the proceeds from the public 
lands, together with the rentals for 
water furnished through the completed 
enierprises, would quickly create a 
sinking fund large enough to retire 
the bonds within the time specified. >1 

hope that, while the statute shall pro- 
vide that these bonds are to be paid 
nut of the reclamation fund, it will be 
drawn in such a way as to secure in- 
terest at the lowest rate, and that the 
credit of the United States will be 
pledged for their redemption. 

1 urge consideration of the recom- 
mendations of the secretary of the 
interior in his annual report for 
amendments of the reclamation act, 
proposing other relief for settlers on 
these projects. 

New Law Requisite. 
Respecting the comparatively small 

timbered areas on the public domain not 
included in national forests because of 
their isolation or their special value for 
agricultural or mineral purposes, it is ap- 
parent from the evils resulting by vir- 
tue of the imperfections of existing laws 
for the disposition of timber lauds that 
the acts of June 3, 1S78, should be re- 

pealed and a law enacted for the dispo- 
sition of the timber at public sale, the 
lands after the removal of the timber to 
be subject to appropriation under the 
agricultural or mineral land laws. 

What I have said is really an epitome 
of the recommendations of the secretary 
of the interior in respect to the future 
conservation of the public domain In his 
present annual report. He has given 
close attention to the problem of disposi- 
tion of these lands under such conditions 
as to invite the private capital necessary 
to their development on the one hand, 
and the maintenance of the restrictions 
necessary to prevent monopoly and abuse 
from atisolute ownership on the other. 
These recommendations are incorporated 
In bills he has prepared, and they are at 
the disposition of the congress. 1 earnest- 

ly recommend that all the suggestions 
which he has made with respect to these 
lands shall he embodied in statutes and, 
especially, that the withdrawals already 
made shall be validated so far as neces- 

sary and that doubt as to the authority 
of the secretary' of the interior to with- 
draw lands for the purpose of submitting 
recommendations as to future disposition 
of them where new legislation is needed 
shall be made complete and unquestioned. 

Disposition of Forest Reserves. 
The forest reserves of the United 

Stares, some iw.'nw.wu ttuca ill caiciii, mo 

under the control of the department of 

agriculture, with authority adequate to 

preserve them and to extend their growth 
so far as that may be practicable. The 

Importance of the maintenance of our 

forests cannot be exaggerated. The possi- 
bility of a scientific treatment of forests 
so that they shall be made to yield a 

large return in timber without really re- 

ducing the supply has been demonstrated 
in other countries, and we should work 
toward the standard set by them as far 
as their methods are applicable to our 

conditions. 
Upwards of four hundred millions acres 

of forest land in this country are in pri- 
vate ownership, but only three per cent, 
of it is being treated scientifically and 
with a view to the maintenance of the 
forests. The part played by the forests 
In the equalization of the supply of water 
on watersheds is a matter of discussion 
and dispute, but the general benefit to be 
derived by the public from the extension 
of forest lands on watersheds and the 

promotion of the growth of trees in 

places that are now denuded and that 
once had great flourishing forests, goes 
without saying. The control to be exer- 

cised over private owners in their treat- 
ment of the forests which they own Is a 

matter for state and not national regu- 
lation. because there Is nothing In the 
constitution that authorizes the federal 

government to exercise any control over 

forests within a state, unless the forests 
are owned In a proprietary way by the 
federal government. 

Improvement of River, 
I come now to the Improvement of the 

Inland waterways. He would be blind. 
Indeed, who did not realize that the peo- 
ple of the far west, and especially those 
of the Mississippi valley, have been 

aroused to the need there Is for the Im- 

provement of our inland waterways. 
The Mississippi river, with the Missouri 

on the one hand and the Ohio on the 
other, would seem to offer a great nat- 
ural means of Interstate transportation 
and traffic. How far, if properly improved 

When hunters used to chase coyotes 
oii horses and with dogs there was 

never a record of where they drove 

the coyotes to their dens. But it Is 

different with automobiles. 
Coyotes run until they are about to 

be taken in and then make tor their 

dens. In order to "smoke them out" 
the driver attaches a rubber tube to 
the gas tank of his car and runs the 
other end down in the hole That soon 

brings the coyote out, and the race Is 

resumed until the animal is bagged.— 
Chicago News. 
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they would relieve the railroads or sup- 
plement them In respect to the bulkier 
and cheaper commodities is a matter of 
conjecture. No enterprise ought to be 
undertaken the roe' of which is not. def- 
initely ascertains mil the benefit and 
advantage of wl are not known arid 
assured by compi >ngineers and other 

authority. Whir ever, a project of 
a definite charai r the Improvement 
of a waterway has been developed so 

that the plans have been drawn, the cost 

definitely estimated, and the traffic 
which will be accommodated is reason- 

ably probable I think It Is the duty of 

congress to undertake the project and 
make provision therefor in the proper ap- 
propriation bill. 

One of the projects which answers the 
description I have given is that of intro- 
ducing dams Into the Ohio river from 
Pittsburg to Cairo, so as to maintain at 
all seasons of the year, by slack water, 
a depth of nine feet. Upward of seven 

of these dams have already been con- 

structed and six are under construction, 
while the total required Is 50. The re- 

maining cost is known to be $63,000,000. 
It seems to me that in the development 

of our inland waterways It would be 
wise to begin with this particular project 
and carry It through as rapidly as may 
be. I assume from reliable information 
that it can be constructed economically 
In ten years. I recommend, therefore, 
that the public lands, in river and har- 
bor bills, make provision for continuing 
contracts to complete this improvement, 
and I shall recommend in the future, if 
it be necessary, that bonds be issued to 

carry it through. 
What has been said of the Ohio river 

is true in a less complete way of the im- 

provement of the upper Mississippi from 
St. Paul to St. Louis to a constant depth 
of six feet, and of the Missouri, from 
Kansas City to St. Louis to a constant 

depth of six feet and from St. Louis to 
Cairo of a depth of eirfit feet. These 

projects have been pronounced practical 
by competent boards of army engineers, 
their cost has been estimated and there 
Is business which will follow the Im- 

provement. 
As these Improvements are being made, 

and the traffic encouraged by them siiows 
itself of sufficient importance, the im- 

provement of the Mississippi beyond 
Cairo down to tlie gulf, which is now 

going on with the maintenance of a depth 
of nine feet everywhere, may be changed 
to another and greater depth if tiie neces- 

sity for it shall appear to arise out of the 
traffic which can be delivered on the river 
at Cairo. 

Cheap Rail Rate Necessary, 
I am informed that the investigation 

by the waterways commission in Europe 
shows that the existence of a waterway 
by no means assures traffic unless there 
Is traffic adapted to water carriage at 
cheap rates at one end or the other of 
the stream. It also appears in Europe 

'that the depth of the streams is rarely 
more Ilian six feet, and never more than 
nine. But It is certain that enormous 

quantities of merchandise are transported 
over the rivers and canals in Germany 
and France and England, and it is also 
certain that the existence of such meth- 
OUs C»l Ilium; xnairntuijf aucLis mo xau;ii 

which the railroads charge, and it Is the 
best regulator of those rates that we 

have, not even excepting the govern- 
mental regulation through the interstate 
commerce commission. For ttiis reason, 
I hope that this congress will take such 
steps that it may be called (he inaugu- 
rator of the new system of inland water- 

ways. For reasons which it is not nec- 

essary here to state, congress has seen 

tit to order an Investigation Into the in- 
terior department and the forest service 
of the agricultural department. The re- 
sults of that investigation are not needed 
to determine the value of, and the ne- 

cessity for, the new legislation w'hich I 
have recommended in respect to the pub- 
lic lands and in respect to reclamation. I 
earnestly urge that the measures be tak- 
en up and disposed of promptly' without 
awaiting the investigation which has been 
determined upon. 

WILLIAM H. TAFT. 

A Bird’s Savings Bank. 
In California the woodpecker stores 

acorns away, although he never eats 
them. He bores several holes, differ- 
ing slightly in size, at the fall of the 
year, invariably in a pine tree. Then 
he find an acorn, which he adjusts to 
one of the holes prepared for its re- 

ception. 
llut he does not eat the acorn, for, 

as a rule, he is not a vegetarian. His 
object is storing away the acorns ex- 

hibits foresight and a knowledge of 
results more akin to reason than to 
instinct. The succeeding winter the 
acorns remain intact, but, becoming 
saturated, are predisposed to decay, 
when they are attacked by maggots, 
which seem to delight in this special 
food. 

It is than that the woodpecker 
reaps the harvest his wisdom has pro- 
vided. at a time when, the ground be- 
ing covered with snow, he would ex- 

perience a difficulty otherwise in ob- 
taining suitable or palatable food. 

His “Penitentiary Den.” 
“And now I must show you what I 

call my penitentiary den," said a popu- 
lar author. "This," he continued, as 

he drew open a door, "is where f oc- 

casionally spend an hour or so when I 
am developing symptoms of that by no 

means uncommon luaiimj inmuig suc- 

cessful men eallyd ‘swelled head.’ 
The room was a charming little 

snuggery about seven feet square, the 
only remarkable feature of which was 

the wall-covering. "If you look close- 
ly,” explained the host., "you will see 

that my wall paper consists, on two 
sides of the rom, of those too-familiar 
and unwelcome printed forms on 

which editors express their regrets at 

declining one's pet manuscripts.” 

Zoological Puzzle. 
Italian zoologists have a puzzle to 

solve, owing to the discovery on 

Mount Blanc of the body of a white 
bear, which has been brought to Aosta. 
It was thought at first that the bear 
must have died some three hundred 
years ago, and must have been pre- 
served by the ice. since it has always 
been held (hat white bears vanished 
from the Alps three centuries ago. But 
it has since been demonstrated that 
death could only have taken place a 

few days previous to discovery. At 
this would seem to show that there 
are still white bears in the Alps, ex- 

peditions are to be sent to test the 
theory. 

Tooly Lural! 
"How far is it between these two 

towns?” asked the lawyer. 
"About four miles as the flow 

cries,” replied the witness. 
“You mean as the cry flows.’’ 
“No,” put in the judge, "he means 

as the fly crows ’’ 

And they all looked at each other, 
feeling that something was wrong.— 
Everybody's Magazine. 

Carver of Figureheads. 
William Southworth, the city’s old- 

est wood carver, died the other day 
at the age of 83 years. He estimated, 
only a short time before his death, 
that he bad made carvings for more 

than 600 vessels. His principal work 
was the carving of figureheads for 
vessels, this being a lucrative and im- 
portant occupation at one time, until 
the rise of commercialism blotted out 
the poetic significance of 

_ 
these 

models.—Bath Correspondence of Lew- 
! i*t«n (Me.) Journal. 

_____ 

I ./ 

MONEY FOR MISSISSIPPI I 
FUNDS EXPECTED TO REVET 

BANKS AND SAVE LEVEES 
\_ 

If Government Doea This Work It 
Will Relieve Tax Burden on 

People in the Delta. 

Washington, D. C.—Indication* print 
toward a big appropriation for the Mis- 
sissippi river in the bill which the rivers 
and harbors committee is now framing. 
For a number of years the friends of 

the lower river have been endeavoring 
to induce the federal government to 

revet the banks so as to prevent the 
levee caving into the river, but so far 

they have met with little success. 

This matter has grown ic importance 
as the levees have been constructed on 

both sides of the river, because as the 
waters in Hood time are confined be- 
tween the levees’ lines to a narrow 

width of three or four miles, the Hood 
level has continued to rise, thus neces- 

sitating higher levees every year. 
Twenty-five years ago a levee high 

enough to kefp back the flood was a 

matter of four to six feet and cost some 

$10,000 or $15,000 a mile to build. To- 

day it requires an embankment 20 or 

'20 feet high and at a cost of $00,000 and 
sometimes $100,000 a mile. When five 
or six miles of these cave into the river 

today, it is a loss which amounts to 
the total annual revenues of the levee 
district frequently. 

If the federal government can be in- 
duced to revet the banks so that when a 

levee is constructed it will be a perma- 
nent affair, the people living in the 
deltas of the Lower Mississippi will, in 
the course of a few years, he relieved 
of the tremendous tax rate which they 
have been paying for the past quarter 
of a century. 

COTTON BREAKS $5785 BALE 
— 

j New Orleans Offers No Explanation 
for the Cataclysm. 

New Orleans, La.—One of the worst 

slumps in the history of cotton future 

trading was recorded Friday, l’rices of 
tile UIU IT U|» ucjncuca UIUrvu lit cv iiiwov 

sensational manner, and within a very 
short time were 109 to 116 points down 
from the high levels of the day, a loss 
of about $5.80 a bale. 

Within less than half an hour’s trading 
there was a break of 60 points and prices 
crumbled away, as registered on the 
sales board, from 7 to 11 points at a 

time. Almost 3 cents a pound, or $15 a 

bale, lower than the highest levels of 
tha season were the prices established. 

The decline started in New York and 
followed a period of quiet trading in 
which the market had taken on a steady 
tone, a fact which led the bulls to believe 
that liquidation from their side was 

about over. Suddenly the selling started, 
and in a few minutes’ time the market 
was in a state of semi-panic, with long 
cotton being thrown overboard by the 
thousands of bales. In the last half 
hour of trading the decline was checked 

by profit-taking by the bears. They 
bought heavily, and the result was a re- 

action of about 30 points, or $1.50 a 

bale. 

SHIPPING^IRREGULARITIES. 
Ohio and Mississippi River Ship- 

pers Make Kick. 

Washington, D. C.—Admissions, volun- 

tary and otherwise, of substitution and 

general irregularity in the reshipping 
privilege charged by Ohio and Missis- 
sippi river shippers as now prevailing, to 

the advantage of the West, were made 
at a hearing before the interstate com- 

merce commission. The investigation is 

taking place at the instance of grain 
men from Memphis, Louisville, St. Louis, 
Cairo, Evansville, Henderson, Ky., Mad- 

ison, Ind., and other towns along the 

great waterways. 
The Ohio and Mississippi river men are 

opposed by representatives of grain and 

milling interests from Chicago and West- 
ern {mints, who oppose the campaign of 
the southerly cities to substitute fiat 
rates between transit points, instead of 
the present privilege. 

Almost without excetpion, witnesses 

admitted that grain from one locality 
had often been substituted for grain 
billed from another part of the country 
to get advantage of a cheaper rate. 

ST. LOUIS ICE GORGE BREAKS 

$200,000 Damage—River Front De- 
vastated. 

St. Louis, Mo.—The Mississippi river 
front at St. Louis presented a devastated 

appearance Friday. The river, gorged 
with ice, rose from 22 feet Wednesday 
night to 31.9 feet early Friday, and 
then the gorge broke. Inside of three 

hours the river fell more than five .feet. 
The boats along the river were left 

high and dry by the rapid fall, and the 

levee was strewn with wreckage. The 

property loss will exceed $200,000. 
Weather bureau reports indicated the 

Mississippi river was rising north of St. 

Louis. The maximum height of the river 

was 1.9 feet above the danger stage. 
The railroad tracks on the levee were in- 

undated and the falling waters left them 
covered with debris and ice. 

Cook Had Polar Insanity. 
Cleveland, Ohio.—Dr. Frederick A. 

Cook’s story of the discovery of the 

earth’s apex was the result of polar in- 

sanity, according to Right Rev. B. E. 

Rowe, Episcopal bishop of Alaska. The 

bishop said that both Cook’s remark- 

ably story and Commander Robert E. 

Peary’s frame of mind upon hearing that 

story can be readily attributed to the 

loneliness, the grayness and the silence 

of the north. ’‘All men come from out 

the polar circle with their nerves shat- 

tered,” said the bishop. 

MAE WOOD WINS. 

Charges of Perjury and Forgery Against 
Her Dismissed. 

New York.—The charges of forgery 
and perjury against Miss Mae C. Wood 
were dismissed in court and Miss Wood 
was discharged from custody. She was 

indicted in 1907, following the trial of 
her suit against ex-United States Senator 
Thomas C. Platt, who, she alleged, was 

marrjed to her in this city. Senator 
Platt’s illness has made impossible his 

appearance in court against Miss Wood.- 

* \ 

COTTON OFF HALF CENT 
-#- 

$8 BELOW SEASONS HIGHEST 
FIGURES. 

f 
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General Liquidation by the Bulla. 
Spinners Bought Some at 

the Decline. 

New York.—There was a further big 
break in the cotton market Wednesday, 
making the third sensational slump in 

prices since the movement started early 
last week. Panic-stricken longs in all 

parts of the world seemed to be liquidat- 
ing their cotton, regardless of prices, and 
the action of the market showed such 
intense excitement and demoralization 
as iinds a parallel only in the series of 
Sensational movements following the col- 

lapse of the Sully boom. 
For more than a year the cotton mar- 

ket has been steadily advancing, and to- 
ward the end of la-st month prices had 
reached a level which, since the Civil 
War, had only been equaled when Sully 
was at the height of his fame, March 
contracts selling at 16.17c and May at 
16.46c. But at the culminating point of 

Wednesday’s decline, March contracts 
sold at 14.60c and May at 14.78c, a loss 
from the high record of from $7.85 to 

$8.40 per bale, most all of which haa 
occurred during the last week. The de- 
clines from the closing prices of Tuesday 
night amounted to more than $.'!.50 per 
bale. 

There does not appear to have been 

any change in general trade conditions 
to warrant the almost unprecedented 
slump in prices, and in contrast to the 

Sully year, no financial difficulties have 
been precipitated. 

Possibly the selling movement was 

originally due to an effort to obtain 

profits on lo.ig lines owing to the ap- 
proach of the new planting season and 

expectations of greatly increased area, 
while the absence of any speculative 
short interest left the n arket with very 
little support. It was reported that 

spinners were buying more freely in the 
South and late ndviees from the leadin? 
Southern spot markets show no material 
weakness. 

KNAPP URGES FARM SCHOOLS 

Only One Per Cent of Farms Ara 

Really Well Cultivated. 

Greenville, S. C.—In an address here 
Dr. Seaman A. -Knapp of the depart- 
ment of agriculture made a strong plea 
for the establishment of farm-training 
schools to supplement the State agri- 
cultural colleges. The resultant benefit 
to the community and the country at 

large would be immense, Dr. Knapp 
pointed out, because of the increased 

production of food supplies and the bet- 
ter condition of those who produced the 
nation’s food. 

“At the last census,” said Dr. Knapp, 
“there were two million rented farms and 
ton and one-half millions of laborers on 

all the farms of the United States. What 
per cent of the rented farms were well 
farmed and what per cent of the ten and 
a half million farmers were really good 
farmers? Possibly 1 per cent, and 5 

per cent were fairly good; 94 per cent 

get from one-lialf to one-fourth of what 

they should obtain from the soil. This 
less must not be regarded as individual; 
it is a loss to the State, to the commun- 

ity. What does this State propose to 

do about it?” 

PRIEST TOSSED MONEY ABOUT. 

$30,000 Found in Dead Churchman’s 
Home—Was Thought Poor. 

New Orleans.—Nearly $30,000 in cash, 
a considerable portion of it lying where 
it had been carelessly tossed into book- 
cases and desks, was found in the home 
of the late Father Nicholas Simon by 
the executors of his estate. The small 
fortune thus scattered was pointed out 

by the priest’s former housekeeper, a 

young Irish girl. No one but she, when 
the priest died, knew of the existence of ■ 

the money. Father Simon was for 

many years in charge of St. Francis De- 
Salles Church here. 

SF.lVrTF.NrifS CHILD SLAYER. 

Gives Life Imprisonment, Declaring It 
Greater Than Gallows. 

Belleville, 111.—Judge G. A. Crow of 
the circuit court of St. Clair county sen- 

tenced James Pullman, murderer of hi* 
one-month-old child, to life imprison- 
ment. 

“I will not sentence Pullman to the 

gallows,” said the judge, “but to the 

penitentiary for life. It will bo punish- 
ment more terrible than death for him 
to hear daily the cries of his murdered 
child. His crime was the most atrocious 
1 have ever read of. He stamped the 
lif ; cut of tlie child with his heel.” 

PLEADED GUILTY. 

Indicted for Smuggling Chinese Through 
Gulf Ports. 

Galveston, Tex.—At the trial of those 
indicted for complicity in smuggling Chi- 
nese here Wednesday in federal court, 
S. P. Smith of Biloxi, Miss., one of the 

principals, dismissed his attorney and 

pleaded guilty before testimony was 

taken. After his attention was called 

by the court to the seriousness of the 

charge, he renewed his plea of guilty. 

3,160 MILES IN A CANOE. 

Jap Takes Strenuous Journey to See 
Relatives. 

Chicago.—Ki Yo Sue Inui, a young 
Japanese graduate of the University of 
Michigan, arrived in Chicago Wednesday, 
after completing a 3,160-mile journey 
down the Mississippi river in an 18- 
foot canoe. He made the trip from 
Lake Itasca to the gulf of Mexico in 120 
days. Upon his arrival at New Orleans 
he delivered a message from Theo. Weg- 
man to Mayor Behrman of New Orleans. 

SIXTY MILE ICE GORGE. 

Rivei Rising, and' Serious Floods May 
Follow. 

St. Louis.—Rain Wednesday in Mis- 

souri and northern points caused the 

Mississippi river to assume a threaten- 

ing aspect. The weather bureau issued a 

warning to the rivermen to protect their 
property. 

The Mississippi is gorged with ice from 

Chester, 111., sixty miles below St. Louis, 
to fJiis city, and a rise is expected. J 


