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A~SALTY LETTER TO MR. VARDAMAN 

Hon. John F. Wellborn, of Starkville, Hands Him 

Something To Think About. 

Hon. John H. Welborn, mem 

ber of the lower house of the 

I' 
‘gislature from Oktibbeha 
ounty, and one of the mo3t in- 
uential member of that body, 
a3 addressed an open letter to 

Ix-Governor J. K. Vardaman 
hat is circulated to make its re- 

ipient and the people of Missis 
ippi generally, sit uo and take 

otice, lhe communication is 
me of the most interesting con- 

tributions to the literature of 
the currant campaign, and is in 

■ full as follows: 
Starkville, Miss., March 27, 1911 

Hon. J. K. Vardaman.Jackson, 
Miss. 

Dear Sir—I heard your speech 
| n Starkville last Saturday, and 

was much impressed with what 

you did not explain. As usual, 
you referred to the legislative 
caucus that did not elect you 

senator, in terms of derision and 

abuse, and especially cautioned 
your voters not to send any of 
these men back to the legislature 
—meaning, of course, those who 
did not vote for you for senator. 

I feel that it is the duty of all 
good citizens to resent your un- 

warranted interference in the 

legislative campaign in this and 
other counties of the state. For 
a candidate aspiring to the ex- 

altpd nnsifion of United States 

senator, going aside from his1 
own campaign to take a hand in 
the local affairs of the people, is 
low politics, and something un- 

heard of before in the history of 
the state. 

You have said in >our paper, 
as well as on the stump, that 
he caucus, that didfnot elect you 

senator, was vile, rotten, etc,etc. 
Being an humble member of 

that legislature, as well as a 

participant in that caucus, I do 
not know how to reply to your 

villification of that patriotic body 
|of men, except through the; 
| press, as you are so uncertain of 

your position that you will not 

go into joint debate with your 

opponents. Hence, I must re- 

spectfully call your attention to 

the fact that you did not explain: 
First—Why you stayed in that 

caucus for seven long weeks and 
said nothing about it being rot- 

C ten. Instead of withdrawal 
t from it and trying to break up 

that "rotten caucus” you boast- 
I ed that you only wanted the 
I chance to run it off with one op- 

ponent. 
I Second—After you had ^gotten 
the long cherished opportunity 

I of running it off with one oppo- 

l( nent, and Mr. Percy was elect- 

| ed, still this choice had to be j 
confirmed by the legislature. The j 
roll was called and all but one 

voted for the nominee. There 
is nothing in law or ethics mak- 

ing an obligation binding where 
fraud is known, and if you knew 
it. and said nothing, • your cow- 

: ariice unfits you for United 
j States senator. If your follow- 
I ers knew it, and still indorsed it 
I with their votes, they are unfit 

| for legislators, and you ought to 

be ashamed of your crowd. 

| Third—After the third effort 

I by one of your leaders (Bilbo) to 

| bring reproach upon the good 
I name of the state by a false 
% charge of bribery, and after one 
* 

of the most thorough investiga 
tions in the history of the state, 
both houses of the legislature 

I passed, without a dissenting 
vote, the following resolution. 

“In view of the scandalous ru- 

mors which have been circulated 
touching the recent senatorial 
contest, the house of representa- 
tives takes pleasure in saying to 

the people of Mississippi, that 
we are convinced that the con- 

duct of every candidate in the 
senatorial contest was dignified 
a d honorable and upright, and 
that no vote in the caucus notn 

ence, and that the election of 
Senator Percy is fiee from fraud 
or corruption. And regardless 
of whether we have supported 
Senator Percy in the recent con- 

test, or will support him in the 
approaching primary, we record 
with pleasure our confidence in 
his chivalrous honor and person- 
al and political integrity, and 
our desire to hold up his hands 
in the performance of his high 
duties as a representative of this 
great commonwealth in the sen- 

ate of th<? United States." 
This resolution was intro laced 

in the house by one of your lead- 
ers, Mr. Cavett (see House 

Journal, page 1523.) 
This was nearly two months 

after the senatorial election, and 
immediately after the bribery 
investigation, and still you and 
your followers knew of nothing 
rotten in the caucus, for there 
was not a vote against this reso- 

lution. If you, or your follow- 
ers knew of fraud, and still al- 
lowed this resolution to go un- 

challenged, such cowardice de- 
serves the contempt of honest 
men. 

Fourth—It wag right and 
proper that the legislature should 
make a searching investigation 
of the moral and intellectual fit- 
ness oi eacn ol me canuiuiuw. 

The "blessed sunlight of public- 
ity," which you say that you so 

much love, was turned on, and { 
must confess that I was impress 
sed with the cold facts of rec- 

ord, reflecting upon your truth- 
fulness and hunasty as a man 

and public official. For instance, 
I lay down the proposition,which 
is backed by the high moral sen- 

se of all honest men. That any 
man who will lay hands on a sa- 

cred trust fund for private use is 
unworthf*of public trust. 

You went out of the office of 

governor without turning pver 
to your successor the battleship 
silver service fund, which was 

unprecedented, and according to 

our attorney-geneFal=unlawful. 
After you was pressed by the 
battleship commission, you did 
turnover the sum of $1,700, 
which you said was correct, but 
to this good day you have never 

given a list of the subscribers to 

that fund. The names of sub- 
scribers and the amounts, gotten 
by Mrs, Lockwood, are now on 

file in the arefliygs of the state, 
but the commission failed to get 
from you this important data. 
(See their report, Senate Journal 
1910, page 153) Why should 
you witnolu the ijst ox gUPspriP- 
ers to this fund? The charge, as 

you know, was pjbliely made, 
that you had spent this mone’y, 
and while it was your privilege 
to hide behind the secrecy of a 

bank, yet it was expected of you 
as you claim to ‘‘have never had 
a political secret," and love the 
“blessed sunlight of publicity," 
to come out and put your ene- 

mies to the bad, by publishing a 

bank statement showing that 
you had * this fund properly on 

deposit. Banks do not destroy 
records, so Can you not even 

now, let the "blessed sunlight oi 

publicity shine in," by showing 
this statement. 

5th. You went out of office 
and did not tyrn over to your 
successor, the Spanish American 
war fund, which was also un- 

precedented. A committee was 

appointed to see why you had 
not done so—sse journal 1908, 
page 807. It seems that this 
committee got on the track ot 
this fund while you were out of 
Jackson and from the Capital 
National Bank they traced it to 

your private bank—The Missis- 
sippi Bank& Trust Co., (see 
page 810.) The committee se- 

cured a statement from this 
bank showing that you had 

f&port of Grand Jury. 
a • 

To the Honorable J H. Mitchel1, 
Judge: 
We, the Grand Jury, empanel- 

led, charged and sworn to well 
and truly examine into the vio- 
lations of the laws in the county 
of Lee do respectfully submit 
this, our final report: 

We have dilligently sought out 
all violations of the law that 
have not already come under the 
observation of the peace officers. 
We have summoned 102 and ex 

amined 83 witnesses and return- 

ed 23 bills-. We have examined 
the poor house and find it in a 

splendid condition. We have 
examined the county jail and 
find it in fine condition and safe 
and comfortable. We have ex- 

amined the books of the County 
Officers and find them neatly- 
kept and in a business like man- 

ner. 

We desire to return our thanks 
and appreciation to his his Honor 
for the clear and concise charge 
given us. Also to thank our 

District Attorney and County 
Attorney for their valuable ser- 

vice and courteous treatment ac- 

corded us while making an effort 
to faithfully discharge our du- ] 
ties. To the Sheriff and hia 
force of deputies and other of- 
ficers of the court, we wish to 

express our thanks for their 
flAtun/in 
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H. W. Parham, Foreman. 
G. C. Bruton, ) clerks- 
F. H. Mitts, 

placed to your credit eight, 
months previous (see page 811.) 
Through the work of the com- 

mittee, you paid over $2,418, 
nearly fopr yeqrs, according to 

the bank statement after you 
had drawn out the entire fund. 
The point is this: Where were 

you keeping this fund for nearly 
four years?. It was put in your 
private bank, but if you had it 
properly on deposit at some oth- 
er bank, you can come out even 

now and show it. Otherwise, 
this record is a challenge to your 
honesty, in handling trust funds, 
for it is a prima facie evidence 
that yoq drew out all of this 
fund when y°P did npt need if 
at all to settle war claims, for 
you paid back $2,513 (see page 

You say that you turned qyer 
every cent qi this fund, and all 
other funds, aqd apply with 
ithets te say -qjheftwise, of which 
is foreign to the record, as it 
now stands, that you used that 
fund as a private perquisite. As 
to you paying back every cen*-, 
after you were pressed by com1 

rpittees, dqes pot satisfy a breach 
oftrujt. Birk. the defaulting 
treasurer? qf Ipuisana, and 
VJjrse, the Ifew York hank 
wreoker, have offeree} tq pay 

hack every caqt if they can only 
get pardon fdr their primes and 
bacausa we have no law to pun= 
ish a governor for a breach of 
trust makes these funds doubly 
sacred, and a Sti|l mipe strict 
thoral accountability is required. 

6th. The same can be said of 
the contingent fund for the last 
two years qf your administration 
You say that you tqok it oqt qf 
the treasury and put it to your 
credit at the bank. The coutip 
gent fund pommitte, some of 
whom were your friends, makes 
a unanimous report showing 
many items of expense npedjng 
explanation by you, but just 
one, if yoq please? 

On page 12 of that report it ?s 
shown that you spent $1,833 and 
left no vouchers or explanation, 
Two items alone, drawn out in 
seven days time, of $1,700, and 
still such iarge amounts as this 
did not impress you enough to 

give any explanation before the 
committee. You could only tell 
them that you did not remember 
and tried to oonvey the impres- 
sion that enemies had : stolen 
your vouchers. But one thing 
was notorious.* In the honest 
efforts of the committee to car.-y 
out their sworn duty and show 

Knights of Pytllp 
The support given th*'District 

Meeting of the K. of JP. lodge 
No. 133 by its member*, is ex- 

tremely gratifying to the officers 
of the lodge, and one of the big 
gest meetings ever held in this 
district, will be pulled off strictly 
on scheduled time. 

The attention of every mem- 

ber is called to the Piano Contest 
at St. Clair Drug Co.,which will 
be given to the party or parties 
getting the largest number oi 
votes. This piano is reeded ir 
the banquet hall and can be usee 

by the K. of P’s., Masons and 
Eastern Star. It is up to the 
members of these organizations 
to get busy and secure all the 
votes possible. Turn them over 

to Bro. Ciiff Walton or vote iberr 
oersonally every Wednesday 
A.sk y nr friends fop their coup- 
ons and be sure to get them. 

The minstrel boys are getting 
along nicely and but for the Car- 
nival last week the progress 
would have been greater. Bro. 
Ballard earnestly requests everj 
on that can take part to be at 
the Opera House on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturday nights. 

Sevaral new applications will 
be voted on next Monday night 
or committees will be appointed 
to investigate, etc. Come out 
and see for your self. 

to show them a bank statement 
where you kept this fund depos- 
ited, In the face of open charg- 
es that you had placed this fund 
co your credit as private money, 
you stood securely, and are still 
standing, behind the secrecy of 
said hank. It is not necessary 
for you tq say that epeupss stole 
yoqr vpqchers, when yog have 
the qhanae tq show a bams state- 
ment of expenditure* ci raid 
fund. 

7th. You dismissed the free 
free pass episode by saying that 
your name written on the back 
of said pass was an infamous 
forgery, but the fact still re: 
mains, which you did not deny, 
that you did ride on this free 

pqss iq violation of the laws of 
the state. Your name being a 

forgery js qqt rpatarjal, however, 
Qqndqqtor- Weaver, whq tqqH up 

the pass, says that yqq sighed 
it qnd Fqrmer §eriatur McGee 
and tmatoe ol‘ the soldier’s home 
who was with you at the time, 
in a letter, says. “The reason 

Governor Vardaman signed the 
pass was that his name appeared 
first on the pass, and the rail 
road conductor said that the par 

ty whose name appeared first 
cquld sign It, and that would do 
for all.,,: You said'in your pa- 

per that yqu had nsver used a 

free pass,aqd a fear a pqitqgrapn 
of sqid 9333 w*3 publish si and 

the panjeg that were with yot 
at the time acknowledged it, you 
said that you might have usee 

one. it most be admitted, 
from yoqr own testimony, tha 
your memory on this subject i>- 
very poor. 

§th- You acknowledgsd tha* 
you used free passes over th- 
wires of t\yo telegraph compan 
|es, two of the largest corpora 
tioqs in iqe country, Notwith 
standing you used these fav-urs- 
frqrq corporations, yet you die 
hot explain why you spent, ou 

qf the contingent fund about fivt 

times mere fqp telegrams thar 
the governor who preceded you. 

In closing allow me to aga'n 
remind you that you are hiding 
behind the secrecy of banks, 
in the handling of sacred trust 

funds committed to your keep 
ing while governor, and you art 

beautifully and heroically pro 

claiming from press and plat- 
form: “Let the blessed sunlight 
of publicity shine in.” 

Meeting of S. C V. 

On the afternoon of Friday, 
March 31st, a meeting of the 
dons of Confederate Veterans 
was held in the Knights of Pyth- 
ias Hull. Though the atten- 
dance was not large, it was a 

very enthusiastic meeting. Ev- 
ery one expressing the great- 
est interest in the organization 
and a desire to increase the mem- 

bership until this camp shall 
rank among the first in the state. 

Mr. J. L. Austin was elected 
1st Lt. Bommander and Mr, Jas 
Rasberry, 2nd Lt. Commander, 
chese offices having been left va- 

cant at the former election of of- 
ficers. Mr. Jas. A. Finley ten- 
lered his resignation as Adjutant 
and S. S. Harris was elected to 

succeed him. 
Ocher matters of importance 

! before the moeting was referred 
to a committee who is to report 
at the next meeting which wil1 
be held at 3 o’clock, Tuesday 
April 11th in the K. of P. Hall- 
All memoers of the camp and all 
sons of veterans desiring to join 
in this organization are urged to 
be present gt this meeting. 

City Council [Meets 

The Mayor and Board*of Aldermen 
met in regular monthly session Tues- 
rlntr nidVif nxi< »1 «nlitn>A <.1 
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bnsiftS$$ was disposed of, Mr. Shelby 
Topp, who has seryed for many years 
as Trustee of the City Schools, tender- 
ed bis resignation. Mr. Topp has al- 

ways taken a great interest ia the 
schools of the city aud has been a loy- 
al fyiyndr aad supporter of our fret 
school system. Mr, W. H. Topp was 

elected to fill out the uaexpired term. 

F. H. Mitts apd your humble servant 
were reelected for the ensuing term of 

ttyfee years. 

The Board ordered an election for 

April 22nd to determine the question 
of whether or not the city will issue 

$50,000.09 of bonds for the improve- 
ment of the light plant, the paying oi 
streets and the erectiory qi a City Hall 
These matters hqy« beep discussed and 

gone ovjei by the people of the city foi 
the past two months. There was a 

meeting at the court house and a fret 
discussion gone into by quite a number. 
The concensus of opinion at tha 

tiny®, was that tho bonds should be is 

aued and the work pushed as rapidly 
as possible, 

That these improvements are badly 
needed, no one will deny. If we keey 
step to the march of progress we must 
make those improvement* which all 
modern and growing places find a pay- 
ing investment. 

Reconstructing the Supreme Courts 
The resignation of .Justice William 

|I. Moody makes two vacancies In our 

highest court that President I art will 

have to fill when the senate recon- 

venes to confirm his nominations. As 

he has already appointed Lurton and 

Hughes, this will make four in all, or 

within one of a majority of the court. 

Moreover, one of the four places to fill 

Is that of the chief justice, so that it is 

in the power of the president prac- 

tically to reconstruct tha supreme 
court. Mr. Taft has been In office a 

trifle over eighteen months. It is safe 
to say that no president ever had so 

many justices to name in the same 

length of time. 
H seems the very irony of fate that 

one who is denied—or. rather, who has 

denied himself—the gratification of bis 

one great ambition of being a member 
of tbe supreme court is thus given 
power to remake tbe body which he 

cannot enter. 
It U generally agreed that formet 

Governor Hughes will be the new chiel 

justice after serving about two months 

as an associate. 

The liberal rewards, aggregating 
$100,000, offered for the discovery and 

arrest of the men who dynamited the 
Los Angeles Times building give 
ground for hope that Justice may be 

meted out to them. Men who are ca- 

pable of such dastardly crimes gener 

ally have associates who are not in 

sensible to pecuniary inducements, and 
the fear that would lock the Upe of 

many often gives way before the at- 

tractions of large reward. 

General Nelson A. Miles does not 

speak in terms of admiration of Mr. 
Roosevelt. Students of recent history 

Banking your money regularly not only means that 

you get interest at the end of the year on each dollar you 

deposit; but it also means that you are prepared for sick- 

ness or calamity; that you can buy a home; that you can 

educate your children; that you can have a business of 

your own—it means INDEPENDENCE. 
Let OUR Bank be YOUR Bank. 

We pay 4 per cent, interest on Time and Savings deposits. 

THE BANK OF TUPELO 
Branch Banks at Fulton and Nettleton, Miss. 
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Death of Dr. E- A. Cox,- 

A truly good man, and one whose? 
removal fron the sphere of active par- 
ticipation in human affairs in all the 
relations of life will be deeply mourn- 

ed, has gone to his reward, in the 
death of Dr. E. A. Cox, whc died'at his 
home in Baldwyn, on the 3rd ultimo. 
To enumerate his many Tgood traits 
with fulsome eulogy where he was so 

well and favorably known, would be 
"like gilding pure gold or painting the 

lilly." From a late press report the 

following data concerning Dr. Cox is 
taken: 

"For forty-three years he has been 

actively engaged in the practice of med- 
icine in Baldwyn, and was much loved 
or his many charitable deeds. He 

As especially a friend to the poor 
class of people, to whom he rendered 

his service regardless of whether they 
were able t<? pay him or not. 

“The weather was never too bad or 

he patient too poor for him to refuse 
th"ir call. He was a surgeon, a part 
if the time, and also a colonel under 
Gen. N. B. Forrest in the Confederate 
army. He is the father of Judge W, M. 

Cox, of Baldwyn, his only child." 

Funeral services were held from the 

Presbyterian church in Baldwyn on 

Sajurday "ast. The deceased was 79 

years of age.—Bonneville Banner. 
Dr. Cox was one of the leading men 

of his profession for many years, a man 

of great intellectual power and a cit- 
izen that reflected honor upon his 

state, In all matters of public inter- 
est he took an active part and the 

weight of his influence was exerted for 

the upbuilding of the community in 
which he lived and for the welfare of 
the people generally. In passing away 

he leaves the impress of his character 

upon the history of his state. 

Hon. J. W. Boatwright, of 
Marshall county, has annonnced 
his candidacy for state commis- 
sioner of agriculture No other 
announcement by a state candi- 
date could excite so wide an in- 
terest among the fanning classes 
of a Mississippi as Mr.; Boat- 
wright’s. The office of cbmmis- 
sionof agriculture vitally con- 

cerns the farmers of the state at 
this time more than ever before 
and it is indeed a feood sign to 

see that a man of such high 
character and of such splendid 
success on the farm,, as ,Mr. 
Boatwright demonstrates- within 

himself; is will ing to serve the 

people when their welfare is im- 

periled by the boll weevil. Mr. 

Boatwright is a practical and 

successful farmer, and the Jour- 
nal ventures the prophecy that 

Honor Roll, Seventh Month. 
First Grade—Lois Allen, Herbert 

Armstrong, Mary Ellioft Bogle, Kathleen 
Burns, Janye Ballard, Robert Bonner, 
Howard Chappell, Will Coggins, George 
Cunningham, Charlie Dennis, James Fin- 

ley, Josephine Goodlett, Carleton God- 

sey, Ralph Gentry, Grace Hall, Oliver 

Hewitt, Holden Kincannon, Bess Kin- 

car^non, Olivia Long, Medford Leake, 
Erih Mitts, Ruby May Porter, Byars 
McCollurq, Rosa Rogers^ Wlji Norton_^ 
Robins, Minnie Kate Rogers, Sue 
Brown Sterne,Janye Strain, Horace Wil- 
son. 

Second Grade—Neil Bonner, NeeJ- 
ham Howard, Join Keyes, Baskin 
Wright, John Wilson, Stafford Reeves, 
Brooks Marmon, Johnnie May Guthrie, 
Ruby Thomas, Madell Ford, Shirley 
Leake, Elaine Francis, Dabney Led- 
yard, Holditch Gary, Irene Repult. 

Third Grade—Blanche Boggan. Ma- 

ry Bonner Topp, Lizzie D. Haygood, 
Dorothy Strain. Daisy Keyes, Ruth Al- 
en Rogers, Katherine Finley, Rebecca 

Jones, Coleman Hamilton, Robert Hinds, 
Loyd FJaygood. 

Fourth Grade—Neeta Hockings, 
Annie May Kincannon, Fannie Bonner 
Sullivan. Paul Ballard, Halsey Clayton, 
Harvey Keys, Springfield Murff. 

Fifth Grade—Vera Francis, Nell Kin- 
U_. I_ D_ 
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Joe Bogan. 
Sixth Grade—Oliver Kincannon, 

Robert Weaver. 
Seventh Grade —Elizabeth Topp, 

Miller Allen, Herman Trapp 
Eight Grade—Roy Boggrn, Neil 

Boggan. 
D. C. LANGSTON, Supt. 
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First Call For Dinner 

I 

Have an Especially goo-i 
dinner for this special oc- 
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