
Disquieting Reports From 

Dewey and Merritt. 

HOLDING A CONFERENCE 

Wording of Dispatches Not 
Given Oat Yet. 

General Merritt Compares Action of Phil- 

ippine Insurgents With That of Cubans 

Under Garcia—Says He Will I>o His Ut- 

most to Protect Citizens—His Task a 

Delicate One—May Have to Fight Both 

Spaniards and Insurgents—Joint De- 

mand For Surrender of Manila May 
Cause a Rupture—May Need More Sol- 

diers Before Making Attack—Hus Twelve 

Thousand Soldiers Up to Date and Eight 
Thousand 31 ore Are to Re-enforce Him. 

Peace Treaty May Render Further Ac- 

tion Unnecessary. 

Washington, Aug. 2.—Secretary Alger 
and Secretary Long are in conference 
with the president over the serious sit- 
uation in the Philippines. They have 

mportant dispatches from General 
Merritt and Admiral Dewey. Secretary 

Mger admitted the significance of these 

dispatches, but declined to state their 
exact nature. 

General Merritt has again cabled the 
war department relative to the situa- 
tion in Manila, which he finds very un- 

satisfactory and dangerous, owing to 

the attitude of the insurgents. In the 

opinion of General Merritt the attitude 
of the insurgents there is similar to that 
assumed by Garcia's Cubans upon the 

juestion of their right to enter and pos- 
sess themselves of the city, although in 
this case the insurgents are a very 

much more formidable element, being 
not only more numerous, but better 
armed and filled with the arrogance fol- 
lowing numerous victories over their 

Spanish foes. General Merritt, howev- 
er, indicates that he will do his utmost 
to protect the citizens from the savage- 

ry of the insurgents, though his task is 

a delicate and difficult one. because of 
the fact that he must, while fighting the 
Spaniards, be ready at any moment to 

repel the insurgents. 
To Demand Surrender of City. 

The general gave notice that he was 

about to combine with Admiral Dewey 
in a joint demand for the surrender of 
the city to the United States forces, 
thus forestalling the insurgents, and 
this move may cause a rupture. It is 
possible, in view of the fact that Gener- 
al Merritt's cablegram was sent from 
Cavite last Thursday, that this move- 

ment has been made already by the 
combined American military and naval 
forces, although there is some doubt 
abbut this on account of a statement 
from Merritt that he may need all of his 
soldiers before attacking. Still it is pos- 
sible that the demand might be made 
without being immediately followed by 
an attack which might be deferred un- 
til all the troops have reached Cavite. 

Up to the date of the report General 
Merritt had with him about 12,000 sol- 
diers. So far seven expeditions have 
left San Francisco carrying soldiers to 
the Philippines, and it is the intention 
to furnish Merritt at least 8.000 men 
more than his present force. If he de- 
lays his attack until all these have 
reached him, Manila will not be taken 
in that way before September, for the 
last of the troops have not yet started 
from San Fiancisco. It may he, how- 
ever. that the arrangement as to .the 
Philippines, which, it is expected, will 
be included In the peace treaty, will ob- 
viate the necessity for further action 
on the part of the American command- 
ers. 

AWAITING PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 
Officials at Washington Anxious For the 

End—Cable Working: to Porto Rico. 

Washington, Aug. 2.—The day opened 
quietly in the state, war and navy de- 
partments, and there was a visible wan- 
ing of interest in the war, attention be- 
ing rather diverted to the peace nego- 
tiations now in progress. Secretary of 
State Day and Assistant Secretary 
Moore had not returned to the city. It 
was still the understanding that no word 
was to be expected until Tuesday from 
Spain touching the acceptability of the 
United States’ demands. 

A number of callers awaited Secretary 
Alger at the department, prominent 
•among them being Colonel John Jacob 
Astor. Colonel Astor is a member of 
General Shafter’s staff and was sent 
north with dispatches, including, it is 
understood, the full articles of capitula- 
tion of Santiago. He had been very 
much delayed on account of quarantine 
regulations. He was accompanied by 
his secretary, who had in charge the re- 

ports from General Shafter, which, by 
that officer's direction, Colonel Astor 
was to hand personally to Secretary Al- 
ger and no one else. It is rumored that 
he is to be attached to General Miles’ 
staff at Porto Rico, but on this point 
he has nothing to say. 

General Greely, chief signal officer, 
was able to announce with a great deal 
of gratification that he was now in di- 
rect cable communication with General 
Miles’ headquarters at Ponce, Porto 
Rico. Heretofore all messages from the 
general have come via a dispatch boat 
to St. Thomas and thence by cable, in- 
volving a delay of from 12 to 20 hours. 
When the Spanish forces retreated 
from Ponce they destroyed the cable 
instruments. General Greely has suc- 
ceeded in getting the officials at St. 
Thomas to send over new instruments, 
and thus communication was reopened. 
The present cable now runs from Ponce 
to St. Thomas, thence to Martinique and to Kingston and so by one of two 
routes to New York. The British offi- 
cials who control the cable are perfect- 
ly \\ tiling to transmit messages for the 
United States government over it pro- viding that our forces are in possession of the caWe terminus, but they will not 
allow their cables to be used if instru- 
ments are “cut in" at any intermediate 
point. 

Thus it happens that the same rule 
being applied to the cable from Hong- kong to Manila has prevented Admiral 
Dewey from using the cable to com- 

municate with Hongkong, although he 
hoMs one end. which he has cut. When | 
he possesses Manila, the company will j 
recognize his right to use the cable. 

This rule has been adopted after very 
careful consideration as one demanded 
by strict neutrality. 

MUST HAVE THE CANAL. 
The Results of the War Make the Water- 

way Through Nicarau^a Indispensable. 
Washington, Aug. 2. — Ex-Senator 

Warner Miller of New York, the presi- 
dent of the Nicaragua canal commis- 
sion, and Senator Morgan of Alabama, 
the leading advocate of that project in 
congress, have had a conference on the 
Nicaraguan ca,nal question with Presi- 
dent McKinley. The conference was 
short. The president, it is said, ex- 

pressed his acquiescence in the belief 
that the government possession of the 
Nicaraguan canal is now necessary and 
that the war and its results make the 
canal indispensable to the United 
States. The president, his callers say, 
intends to make strong recommenda- 
tions to congress for legislation making 
immediate provision for the comple- 
tion of the canal and for making it the 
direct property of the government. Ex- 
Senator Miller, discussing the future of 
the canal immediately after the confer- 
ence, said: 

“Congress at its next session will he 
asked to provide for completing the 
canal and its acquirement as the prop- 
erty of the United States. It has been 
necessary to us all along. It is now 

Imperative, and there is no doubt as to 
what action will be taken by congress 
now. The effect of the war on the proj- 
ect is a complete demonstration of its 
Immense significance to us, and with 
what the war has brought in its train, 
in adding to our interests in the Pacific, 
there will be speedy action. The canal 
can be completed in five years and put 
into operation as the valuable link be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Pacific.” 

Senator Morgan also had a final word 
to say to the president about the Ha- 
waiian commission’s work. He said he 
would leave here Wednesday and, with 
the other members, will sail from San 
Francisco Aug. 10. He said that Ha- 
waii now has as good government as 
the States and that there were excel- 
lent men administering the government 
of the islands. 

SPAIN HAS OUR TERMS. 
Forwarded to Madrid From Paris — Re- 

port of an Engagement In Culm. 

Madrid, Aug, 2.—The minister for for- 
eign affairs, Duke Almodovar de Rio, 
has received a telegram from Paris 
saying that the reply of the United 
States to the Spanish note on the sub- 
ject of peace will be forwarded to Mad- 
rid immediately. 

The French, German and Austrian 
embassadors had a conference with the 
Spanish minister for foreign affairs. A 
surtax of six pesetas will probably be 
imposed upon grain imports. 

Advices received here from Havana 
say the Cuban blockade is maintained 
in the most vigorous manner. An 
American warship is reported to have 
bombarded San Severino and Matanzas. 

A dispatch to the Imparcial from Ha- 
vana says that a force of 400 infantry 
and cavalry under the United States 
flag recently attacked a detachment of 
Spanish engineers at Grecioso. The 
dispatch then says that some volun- 
teers from Cardenas went to the assist- 
ance of the engineers, “and the enemy 
was driven off, leaving ten men dead or. 
the field.” The Spanish losses are said 
to have been an officer and two men 
wounded. 

Better News From Camp Thomas. 

Washington, Aug. 2. — Commissioner 
H. Clay Evans has just returned here 
from Camp Thomas, Chickamauga 
park, and called at the war depart- 
ment to describe to Secretary Alger the 
condition of affairs at that great mili- 
tary camp. The commissioner’s report 
is much more encouraging than those 
which have been received from other 
sources. In the first place, he says that 
the total sick rate in General Poland's 
whole division does not exceed 4 per 
cent. The same low rate obtains 
among the Tennessee soldiers. The usu- 
al sick rate among troops in an encamp- 
ment is said to be about 5 per cent. 
General Wade told the commissioner 
last Thursday that his sick call that 
morning was about 2,000 men, there be- 
ing between 45,000 and 50,000 troops in 
the camp. 

Commissioners May Meet In Iiondon. 

Madrid, Aug. 2.—The Liberal says the 
Spanish-American peace commissioneis 
are to meet in London and that the 
points which will be discussed will be 
the disposition to be made ot the Phil- 
ippine islands, the payment of the Cu- 
ban debt, the evacuation of Cuba and 
Porto Rico and the ownership of the 
war material in the Antilles. The Span- 
ish minister for war, General Correa, is 
said to be "actively arranging for the 
repatriation of the Santiago soldiers,” 
the first of whom are expected to ar- 
rive in Spain at the end of August. 

Breckinridge Assigned to Chlckamanga. 
Chickamauga, Aug. 2.—The departure 

of General Wade leaves Brigadier Gen- 
eral R. T. Prank in command of Camp 
Thomas pending the arrival of General 
Breckinridge, who has been assigned to 
the command. It is understood here 
that General Wade is to command a 

provisional detachment of 15 regiments 
from states that have the least repre- 
sentation at the front. Men and officers 
from the various regiments at Camp 
Thomas are in a state of anxiety and 
will continue in such until it is known 
who will go. 

Spain Considers Pence Terms. 
Paris, Aug. 2.—It is announced in a 

dispatch from Madrid to the Temps 
that the Spanish cabinet met and drew 
up Spain’s reply to the United States’ 
answer to the peace proposals. The 
dispatch adds that it is believed the 
Spanish government will accept the 
terms immediately after official assent 
is given to them and that hostilities will 
be suspended in the Antilles. In con- 
clusion the Madrid dispatch says it is 
the general belief that peace will be an 
accomplished fact before Aug. 15. 

The Zafiro at Hongkong. 
Hongkong, Aug. 2.—The United States 

transport Zafiro has arrived in these 
waters and is anchored outside the Ly- 
oonam pass. She reports that no Amer- 
ican or insurgent advances had been 
made on Manila up to July 29. The re- 

mainder of the third San Francisco ex- 
pedition was expected to arrive at Ca- 
vite during the evening of July 29. 

THE VICIOUS JAGUAR 
HE FINDS A DEADLY ENEMY IN THE 

PLUCKY PUMA. 

These Fierce South American Brutes Fight 
Each Other to the Death on Sight—Two 
Battles That Show the Characteristics ol 
the Animals. 

“On the A pure river, near its head, 
lives—or did live there five years ago— 
n woman of mixed Spanish and Indian 
race named Maria Padilla, the wife of 
the mayordoma, or foreman, of a cattle 
ranch. I have talked with her and 
heard from her lips the account of the 
strange adventure she had when a child 
of 7 years. 

“Her parents with their children 
were making a journey over a trail that 
led along the foothills of the Maritimo 
Andes. They had encamped for the 
night, and this child, while her parents’ 
attention was occupied, started into the 
forest to gather firewood as she had of- 
ten seen her mother do. Her rtbsenco 
was not noticed until she had been gone 
some time from the camp. As she gath- 
ered dry sticks into a bundle she saw a 

large, spotted animal stealing swiftly 
toward her. 

“Every South American country girl 
of 7 knows a jaguar when she sees him, 
whether she has ever seen one before or 

not, for the dread of these animals is 
an instinct among the inhabitants of 
regions which they frequent. Overcome 
by fear the girl could only stand still 
and await her fate. With her eyes riv 
eted on the jaguar she did not see where 
they came from, but of a sudden she 
perceived that he was savagely fighting 
with two huge, tawny animals that had 
sprung upon him. 

“The fight seemed to her to last a long 
time, and once the brutes in their strug- 
gles came very near to where she stood. 
The pumas that had attacked him kill- 
ed the jaguar at last, and after standing 
over the body a few minutes as if to as- 
sure themselves that he would not re- 
vive they for the first time turned their 
gaze toward the child, who had been too 
much terrified to improve her chance to 
run away while the beasts were fight- 
ing. 

I hey favored her with a long stare, 
and then, not. offering to approach or 
harm her, turned deliberately away 
and trotted into the depths of the for- 
est. They scarcely had disappeared 
when her father, having missed the 
child and guided by the sounds of the 
fight, came running to the place with 
gun and machete and found her safe. 
He got a jaguar skin as a trophy, though 
it was cut too nearly into ribbons by 
the pumas’ claws to be of value. 

“In the Guarico country, at a village 
called Purayu, near the Merida trail, I 
saw an Indian named Jose Lobado 
whose face and head were deeply scar- 
red and whose body was a network of 
similar scars from wounds received 
through being carried away by a jaguar 
when an infant in arms. Of course he 
could not remember the occurrence, but 
his mother, who had rescued him, de- 
scribed it to me. 

“She had gone to a mata, or wooded 
spot, on the pampas for firewood, carry- 
ing her child, after the fashion of Ven- 
ezuelan women of humble station, in 
a shawl looped from her shoulder. This 
shawl, with the small boy in it, she slung 
to a low tree branch while she gathered 
her bundle of sticks, and she did not 
perceive the approach of a jaguar until 
he had seized the child and was carry- 
ing it away. 

“The mother grasped her machete 
and ran after the jaguar, shrieking. 
She managed to keep the beast in sight, 
but he was rapidly getting beyond her 
view when suddenly the jaguar stopped, 
put the child down and bristling for 
fight stood with his forepaws resting 
upon it. 

“Then the mother saw that a puma 
was fronting the jaguar. She hurried 
on toward where the two beasts faced 
each other, growling and snarling. Be- 
fore she got to them the puma sprang, 
and at once the two were fighting fierce- 
ly above the child. In the struggle the 
child was rolled to one side, but before 
the mother could get to it the jaguar 
broke away from the puma and spring- 
ing to the boy again crouched with his 
paws above him as before. 

ine puma leaperl again and the fight 
was renewed, but again the jaguar got 
clear and jumped to guard his prey be- 
fore the mother could get a chance to 
snatch her child. Once more the puma 
attacked his foe, and this time as the 
beasts struggled and tore each other an 
accidental kick from one of them sent 
the boy 20 feet away, almost to the 
mother’s feet. 

“Catching him up she ran for home 
and got safe to the house. The boy, 
though covered with claw wounds from 
head to foot and bearing deep marks of 
the jaguar’s teeth in the back, where 
the beast had seized him to carry him 
away, recovered completely from his in- 
juries, although bearing the scars for 
his lifetime. The puma and the jaguar 
were found, both dead, at the place 
where they had fought.”—Philadelphia 
Times. 

A Quick Witted Baptist* 
One of the candidates for the state 

senate down in Jefferson county, Ala,, 
was a prominent Baptist, and he ex- 
pected his fellow churchmen to help 
push him along. The story goes that ho 
was campaigning on a country beat and 
had the good fortune to full in with a 
whole congregation of Baptists. Wheth- 
er a prayer meeting had just been held 
or what the occasion of the gathering 
was is not known. About this time a 

light shower came up, and the candi- 
date at once raised a large umbrella 
which he was carrying. 

“You are not afraid of this little 
shower, are you, Brother-?” re- 
marked one good Baptist, standing near. 

“Not at all, responded the quick 
witted candidate, ‘1 but you know I am 

opposed to all forms of ‘sprinkling.’ 
He carried that beat solidly.—New Or- 
leans Times-Demoerat. 

AFRICAN LIVE-STOCK. 
Eland Flesh Better Than Beef and the 

Animal Thrives In Captivity. 
It is a wonder that some enterprising 

person does not domesticate the great 
African antelope, whose picture appears 
here. This antelope used to be common 
all over South Africa. It is now dying 
out, like the American bison, and it is 
a great pity. Its flesh is pronounced by 
those who have eaten it to bo better 
than the finest venison. 

It is a gentle, lumbering creature. A 
man on horseback can easily run it 

ELAND COW AND CALF. 

down. In warm countries, even with a 
climate like that of our own states 
farthest south, beef and mutton are of- 
ten tough. If the eland could be domes- 
ticated in Florida, southern California 
and Texas, it would pay better than the 
Angora goat has done. It will adapt 
itself to anj- temperate climate as well. 
Why farmers have not begun to rear 
these animals in the domestic state is a 

mystery. All animals were wild till 
man domesticated them, and the eland 
would make one of the most useful do- 
mestic creatures. An unusual feature 
connected with the unstriped eland, 
the one whose flesh is fattest and ten- 
derest, is that it thrives best in a dry 
region where the herbage is short. For 
Utah, New Mexico and Arizona this 
animal would be invaluable. Cannot 
some of our ricli southwestern citizens 
start herds of elands for the future 
good of their fellow countrymen? Per- 
haps the experiment stations might take 
the matter up. Cecil Rhodes is breed- 
ing a herd, and some Boer formers do- 
mesticate them. 

L ndon Sketch, from which the illus- 
trations are copied, says: 

.“There are two varieties of Oreas 
carna, one of which wears conspicuous 
white stripes on its fawn hide, while 
the other lacks these adornments. The 
bulls of each variety are splendid crea- 

tures, frequently standing 0 feet high 
at the withers, while their massiveness 
of body and depth of shoulder suggest 
rather the indolence of the cow than the 
alertness and activity we associate with 
a member of the antelope tribe. With 
its strong spirally twisted horns and 
great weight—a bull may scale 1,500 
pounds or more—it might he supposed 
that the eland was a formidable foe 
,vhcn flight was impossible. The con- 

ELAND BULL. 

rrary is the case. A friend who has 
spent the best part of his life on the 

: game veldt since he reached man’s es- 
tate tells me he has never seen a wound- 

1 ed eland make the slightest attempt at 
self defense.” 

Best Animals For Mule Breeding. 
I have seen it demonstrated beyond 

any doubt that draft mares are superior 
to any other class of mares for the pro- 
duction of mules if used to the proper 
class of jacks. A clean, active, wide 
out, nicely finished jack, with smooth, 
high head, arched nock, clean, flat legs, 
not too much bone, weighing from TOO 
to 900 pounds, is the class to use on 

heavy draft mares. 
The class of jacks in most demand to- 

day are the great, big, heavy boned, 
coarse, raw jacks. These are best suited 
for southern or western range mares, 
but to uso them on our draft breeds, 
which have all the size and bone re- 

quired, is disastrous. It produces a loug, 
rough, coarse, loose jointed mule. The 
most essential part in tho selection of a 

jack in his breeding. 
All young mules with reasonable care 

will come to maturity in good condi- 
tion. They are as hardy and tough as 

any animal and art' not as subject to 
disease and accidents.—W. L. DeClow. 

Had Mixture. 

Nevec feed wheat bran and whole 
oats mixed. It is a popular feed. I know, 
but it is a bad one. If you feed wheat 
bran, feed it by itself or with ground 
oats, and one need not be afraid of a 

ground feed of oats, corn and wheat 
bran. But by combining wheat bran 
with whole oats tho colt or horse will 
never grind the oats as he should or 
would if the bran were not mixed with 
It.—Country Gentleman. 

AN OPEN LETTER 
To MOTHERS. 

WE ARE ASSERTING IN THE COURTS OUR RIGHT TO 
THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE WORD “CASTORIA AND 
■•PITCHER’S CASTORIA,” AS OUR TRADEMARK. 

I, DR. SAMUEL PITCHER, of Hyannis, Massachusetts, 
was the originator of “CASTORIA,” the same that 
has borne and does now bear on every 
the fac- simile signature cf wrapper. 
This is the original “CASTORIA” which has been used in 
the homes of the Mothers of America for over thirty years. 

LOOK CAREFULLY at the wrapper and see that it is 
the kind you have always bought on the 
and has the signature of wrap- 
per. No one has authority from me to use my name except 
The Centaur Company, of which Chas. H. Fletcher is President. 
Xareh 24’ lm-Qd^ z, 

Bo Not Be Deceived. 
Do not endanger the life of your child by accepting 
a cheap substitute which some druggist may offer you 
(because he makes a few more pennies on it), the in- 
gredients of which even he does not know. 

“The Kind You Have Always Bought” 
BEARS THE SIGNATURE OF 

Insist on Having 
The Kind That Never Failed Yon. 

THE CENTAUR COMPANY. 77 MURRAY eTRECT, NEW YORK CITY. 

c y^rf; [JVi&une, 
THE GREAT 

NATION lli FAMILY 
NKWSFAF2B 

iFOB FAKMERS 

AND VILLAGERS 
i 
I 

And Your Favorite Home Paper, 

BOTH ONE YEAR FOR Si-oo 
SEND ALL ORDERS TO “THE PIONEER.” 

THF N V TRIBUNE AIMANAP 340HAGES. A national book of referenr *nt 1,1 I nlDUIlL HLIflHPIHU, for Governmental and political informatioc 
S011?*1”® the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of the State of New York, the Dingle Tariff Bill, with a comparison of old and new rates; President McKinlev's Cabinet and appointees, Am 
bassadors, Consuls, etc.; the personnel of Congress, names of principal officers of the different States 
commanding officers of the Arms and Nary, with their salaries: tables of public Statistics, Election re 
turns, party platforms and committees, complete article on the currency, gold and silver and a vast 
amount of other caluablc information* The standard American almanac, authoritative and complete 
corresponding in rank with Whittaker’s Almane in Europe. Price 25 cents. Postsge Paid. 

Send all orders to THE PIONEER Bridgeton, N. J. 

the Canteen 
of a soldier with HIRES Rootbeer and he will feel 

better and tight better. He will be better prepared to 
resist the effect of the sun. the fatigue of the march, the 

ft exhaustion of the battle. HIRES Rootbeer is nature’s 
restorative—the health-giving drink of the nation. Com- 

M's posed of the most efficacious roots, the purest herbs, the'] 
y//, sweetest flowers, it renews the rife-giving elements of the ///i 
y//. blood; the assimilative power of the stomach; the vigor and l 
fft vitality of the body. W/l 

HIRES Rootbeer 

Boys and girls 
should write the 
Charles E. Hires 
Co., Philada., and 
*earn how to make 40c 

to $4.50 a,cay. 

is a temperaneedrlnk of the highest nutritive value. You 
|!| can’t drink too much of it; you can't drink It at the 

wrong time. You were never too young—you will 
never be too old to enjoy it—to be benefited by It. 
For the soldier in the field, for the women and 

« children at home, HIRES Rootbeer is the best ^ 
beverage, the best tonic, the best antidote 

for languor. Sold everywhere. 
One package makes 5 gallons. 

THE CHARLES E. HIRES CO., 
Philadelphia. 

4 A Successful Garden 
CORPORATIONS DON'T CONTROL IT 

YOU CAN HAVE IT if you plant 

. JOHNSON & STOKES’ SEEDS 
♦ 

OUR GARDEN AND FARM MANUAL FOR 1898 
The most unique Seed Catalogue published. Over 200 photographic reproductions. 
Exclusive Novelties and Specialties. It is free to all who call or write for it. i 

l JOHNSON & STOKES, Seedsmen 1 
5 217 AND 219 MARKET STREET, PHILADELPHIA f 
f EVERYTHING FOR THE GARDEN. HARM AND LAWN ♦ 

dT5 4 

“THE CLEANER ’TIS, THE EASIER *TIS,” 
WHAT IS HOME WITHOUT 

SAPOLIO 
a 


