
SOCIAL SECRETARY BENHAM 

Shortly before Mrs. Galt became 
Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, the social sec- 
retary at the White House, Miss Isa- 
bella Hagner, resigned to be married. 
Thereupon an old friend of the lady 
who was soon to become the mistress 
of the White House was appointed 
to the place, and she has filled the 
rather difficult position with conspicu- 
ous success. 

Miss Edith Benham, the social 

secretary, is a daughter of the late 
Rear Admiral Benham. Her mother 
was Miss Edith Seaman before her 

marriage. Miss Benham took up social 
secretary work after the death of her 
father. She was peculiarly fitted for 
it by education and environment. One 
of her first engagements was with 

Baroness Rosen, wife of the Russian 
ambassador, whom she served through 
that ambassador’s regime here. She 

has also acted in the same capacity 
r- "1 1 * for Mrs. Bryce when Mr., now Lord, 

^?ryce was British ambassador; for Mrs. Crane, wife of Secretary Murray 
Crane; for Mrs. Theodore Shonts during her Washington residence and during 
lihe festivities attending the marriage of Miss Shonts and the due de Chaulnes; 
Star Mrs. Marshall Field for two seasons, and for the first Mrs. Duncan McKim. 

Miss Benham was educated in Paris during the time of her father's duty 
$n European waters and lived for some years on the Pacific coast. She is a 

eharter member and secretary of the Society of Sponsors of the United States 

jNavy. She did much of the research work needed in the compiling of the 
foook, “Ships of the United States Navy and Their Sponsors,” published by the 

Society. She acted as sponsor at the christening of the cruiser San Francisco 

(when her late father was on duty on the Pacific coast and was also sponsor 
Kot the torpedo boat Benham, named for her father. Not only is Miss Benham 
ihe daughter of an admiral, but the granddaughter of a commodore in the 
(United States navy. She is a linguist of ability. 

The post of social secretary to the first lady of the land is one of no 

jmean degree of responsibility. 

HEAD OF THE PLUNKETTS 

Count Plunkett is the head of the 
wvell-konwn Plunkett family of Ireland, 
jwhich has fallen on evil days. He 

jand other members of the family fig- 
fared prominently in the recent abor- 
tive attempt at an Irish rebellion and 
tone of his sons, Joseph, was executed 
fn Dublin for Ills share in the uprising, 

(having been one of the signers of the 
{proclamation of Irish independence. 

The count’s two other sons, 

(George and John, were sentenced to 

five and ten years imprisonment, re- 
spectively, for the part they had in 

mhe plot, and the count himself was 

pocked up for a time. 
The title of Count Plunkett is a 

papal one, having been bestowed on 
him as an appreciation of his services 
to the Catholic church. He and his 

Samily are all well educated, cultured, 
and refined, and also are very popular 
throughout Ireland. Sir Horace 

Plunkett, who has gained fame by his 
♦efforts in behalf of agriculture in the British isles, is a relative of the count, 

took no part in the Sinn Fein attempt to establish a republic. 

JOHN BURKE’S HANDWRITING 

United States Treasurer John 
Burke wrote a notoriously poor hand 
when he was a boy attending country 
school. What made it all the more 

noticeable was that he had two broth- 
ers in the school who wrote phenom- 
enally good hands. Whenever there 
were visitors to the school, one of 
Burke’s brothers was certain to be 
called on to make a few flourishes on 
the blackboard. 

Burke took the position that many 
of the greatest men in the country 
wrote poor hands and that it did not 
much matter, anyhow, as few persons 
ever saw one’s handwriting. And 
there was where he reckoned not 

wisely, for today his signature is en- 

graved on all the new money, and un- 
less times are too hard it makes its 

way into every household. 
A few months ago one of Burke’s 

former teachers saw his signature on 
a new bill and it looked perfectly legi- 

pie. Delightedly the teacher wrote to Burke, saying: 
“1 have just seen your handwriting on a one-dollar bill, and your penman- 

ship has improved wonderfully.” 

SISSON’S LONG COAT 

Thomas IT. Sisson, congressman 
drom Mississippi, wears about the 

longest frock coat to be seen about 
•dhe house of representatives. 

Having that fact firmly fixed in 

dnr minds, let us now go on with the 
denouement of our brief tale. Sisson 

dad a Constituent for whom he desired 
ito obtain a promotion in one of the 
departments. An employee there In 
*?ne of the higher-up places died sud- 
denly and Sisson assumed that this 

■{vacancy made by death might facili-^ 
"date matters for his man. He went to 
thhe chief of that division and asked 

dim to appoint his candidate to the 

^vacant place. 
“It is our policy,” parried the 

'V/uipf, “never to fill a vacancy caused 
t.y death until after the funeral.” 

“I supposed the funeral was over 
Jby now,” said Sisson, apologetically. 

“I notice,” observed the other 

iman, looking at Sisson’s conventional 
-%lack uniform, “that you are dressed for the occasion.’’ 

Mr. Sisson had nothing to say, and his man didn’t get the place. 

FEEDING GEMS 
Herr von Batccki. New Dictator, 

Establishes City Kitchens. 

ABOLISHES PRIVATE PROFITS. 

Hot Dinner at Midday and Supper Be- 

ing Served at Minimum Charge. 
Wealthy Families Urged to Take 

Meals by This Method—Result of 

Speculation In Food. 

Berlin.—The food dictator of Ger- 

many, Adolph von Batoeki. has start- 

ed the feeding of the population by 
communal kitchens. In Berlin there 

are from twenty-five to thirty of them, 
directed by live or six committees ap- 

pointed by Batoeki. Half a million peo- 

ple will be dealt with at once by the 

card system, and this number will be 

increased as necessity arises. Ilot din- 

ner at midday and supper nre being 
served at a minimum charge, the fami- 

lies even of the well to do being en- 
couraged to take their meals by this 
method. 
The same system is being initiated 

throughout the empire for the soldiers 
and the civilian population, the new 
war nutrition office being administered 

HERB VON BATOCKI. 

from Berlin the same as any other de- 
partment of the imperial government. 
The war nutrition office has complete 

control of all foodstuffs and raw mate- 
rials of food and fodder, and first of all 
will do away with private profit in the 
sale of food, especially meat, bread, 
milk and butter. 
While the mass of the German peo- 

ple has displayed extraordinary self 
denial since the war began, there has 
been speculation in food, and the poor 
have suffered In consequence. Batocki’s 

appointment was made shortly after 
butcher shops in Berlin and the sub- 

urbs were raided by angry mobs of 

women who had sought in vain to buy 
meat, only to be told by the butchers 
that they had none. Midnight watching 
revealed a brisk trade which the 
butchers carried on with patrons who 
could afford to pay exorbitant rates. 
The police were active in prosecuting 

the gamblers in food, but the evil was 
not eliminated. One butcher, Klaus- 

| mann, whose shop was in the Hoheluft- 
Chausee, was convicted of selling sau- 
sage made of semi-putrid meats deodor- 

, 
ized by chemicals. One of his patrons, 
the principal of a large school, had him 
arrested after several of the children 
had died from eating his sausages. 
The man hanged himself in prison. 
The bakers were not guiltless, one of 

them, Gustav Bruschwitz, doing busi- 
ness in the Naugardenstrasse, having 

I been arrested for increasing the weight 
of his bread tickets by watering them. 

' The bread coupons when arranged in 
large quantities normally weighed a 

certain amount and when presented in 
bundles to the bread committee in re- 

turn for flour were exchanged accord- 
ing to the weight of the bundle of tick- 
ets. Bruschwitz found that perfectly 
dry tickets in the bundle weighed 120 

I pounds, while the bundle after being 
' moistened with water weighed 151 
pounds. His depredations were Anally 
discovered, and he had to pay a big 
fine as well as serve a sentence in 
prison. 
The appointment of Batocki as food 

dictator, in the first place, was to con- 
trol these “human food hogs,” as they 
are called in Germany, the butchers, 
the bakers, the farmers, etc. Ills du- 
ties also are intended to regulate the 

| expenditure of money for food among 
the working classes, particularly the 

young women, who are earning higher 
wages than they ever dreamed of get- 

| ting and frequently spending it in ex- 
i pensive restaurants. Many girls, tak- 

ing the places of men in different de- 
partments of business, have had their 
wages increased three or four times 
over. The German law permits the 
state to supervise the expenditure of a 

; child, but not of a person who is of 

\ age. These girls apparently have iu- 

j vested in w;|t bonds to some extent 
and then have had a large surplus re- 

i maining, which has burned in their 

purses "until it could be flung away in 
useless luxury. 
Batocki's appointment did not sur- 

prise his friends. A large landowner 
In East Prussia, several years before 

; the opening of the war he had been 
president of the Agricultural Chamber 

; of East Prussia and a member of the 
house of lords, an authority on political 
economy, the tariff and other questions 
concerned with commerce and Indus- 

try. 

A MODEL TEACHES 
Must Be Stylish as Well as Pret- 

ty, Says Principal. 

ICHABOD CRANE TYPE EXTINCT 

Brains, Beauty, Charm, Magnetism, 
Attractiveness, Poise and an Over- 

dose of Common Sense Are General 
Attributes For a Modern Instructor, 
P. M. Fisher of Oakland, Cal., Thinks. 

Oakland, Cal.—“There goes a school- 
marm. You can tell them by their 
dowdy dress and their prim manner.” 
“Oh, can you, though?” asks Princi- 

pal F. M. Fisher of the Oakland Tech- 
nical high school, who has drawn up 
the plans and measurements of the 
ideal teacher and declares that more 
and more of them are conforming to 
the standard. IIe has named the re- 

quirements necessary for the success- 
ful pedagogue, and those who are de- 
ficient can spend their vacations in 
catching up. 
Brains, beauty, charm, magnetism, 

attractiveness, poise and an overdose 
of common sense are the general at- 
tributes. The old type of teacher is 
extinct, he says. 
“The day of the Ichabod Crane type 

of teacher is gone,” said Principal 
Fisher to his teachers. “The time 
when the lame, the halt and the blind 
were naturally elected as the custodi- 
ans of the desk and the wielders of the 
birch is also passed. Today the teach- 
er is more likely to look like a fashion 
model than like a frump. She has no 
narrow views, no old maid ways. She 
is brought into contact with many 
sides of life and to qualify she must 
feel and understand. She must be su- 
perior not only mentally, but morally 
and physically as well. She must be 
a well poised expert, human and effi- 
cient.” 
In the scale in which Principal Fisher 

would weigh the prospective teacher 
personally would have to outbalance 
education. It is also as important that 
she be well formed as well informed. 
“No teacher needs to be a Venus; 

neither should she dress like a dress 
model,” the principal elucidated, “but 
she must be wholesome and pleasant 
to look at, and her dress should be both 
becoming and businesslike without be- 
ing designed especially to attract no- 
tice on its own account. 

‘But that is not all. Though she have 
the beauty of Helen of Troy, the style 
of Gaby des Lys, the brain of Mine, de 
Stael, still she would not qualify 100 
per cent unless she had a voice tuneful 
as a thrush, soothing as the lapping of 
summer waters on a sandy beach. 
“The voice should be free from all 

acid qualities, gentle and friendly,” in 
the opinion of the Oakland educator, 
“and in character the teacher must be 
neither too insistent nor overstrenu- 
ous. Her mission is to call out a re- 

sponse in her pupils, not to set them on 
edge. The driving quality is too often 
apt to drive diffident natures to the 
wall. Instead of drawing them out she 
is likely to shut them up like clams. 
“As gentle as a nun, yet she must be 

firm as a soldier. The pupil who tries 
to get through school by dodging end 
fourilushing she must call promptly.” 

FORTUNE AWAITS TWO GIRLS. 

Man Will Leave $70,000 Estate to a 

Maid and a Clerk. 

Chicago.—An unusual situation due 
to the dearth in domestics came to 
light recently when the Illinois free 
employment office announced that a 
man worth $70,000 who is adding $1,- 
000 a year to his belongings is willing 
to give his fortune at the death of him- 
self and his wife to two girls, one a do- 
mestic and another a clerk, if he can 
find them. 

He wants a girl, preferably of Swed- 
ish or German descent, for general 
housework and another for clerking in 
his store, which is in a town of 2,000 
sixty miles from Chicago. He will pay 
the girls $2 a week, with board and 
lodging, while he or his wife live. 

DROWNS IN SET TUB. 

Despondent Over Illness, He Commits 
Suicide In Novel Manner. 

New Britain, Conn.—In a fit of des- 

pondency arising out of illness with 
alcoholic gastritis, Ricard Sederval, 
aged twenty-seven years, committed 
suicide by drowning. He lay across 

eet tubs in the cellar of his brother's 
home at 102 Linwood street and held 
his head under water until he died. 
After returning home he put up a 

pair of horses in the barn and then 
went into the cellar of the house. He 
was found fifteen minutes later by his 
sister-in-law. When the police arrived 
at the house they found Sederval's 

helper holding the dead man’s head 
out of the water. 

Woman Chokes Rats. 

Atchison, Kan.—When Mrs. T. E. 

Garvey of this city discovered six full 
grown rats in a barrel of chick feed 
she did not scream and run. ns most 

women would do, but grabbed, them by 
the no^k, one by one, and choked them 
to deani. There was a canvas covering 
on the barrel, and it had a small hole 
in the center. The rats were choked as 

they emerged from the hole in the can- 
vas. 

Music With Joy Rides. 
Bellefontaine, O.—rersons living in 

Bellefontaine believe they have origin- 
ated something new for evening auto- 
mobile rides. They are carrying small 
phonographs with them In their cars 
and enjoying music as they ride. 

CROSSING CO»\l l IwtN f, | 
HEN SITS WII.LINGLYi 

i 

Three Chicks Extricated When Crate 

Arrives at Albany, N. Y.—Other 

Eggs Show Signs. 

Albany, X. Y.—A lien which contin- 
ued to sit while traveling across tile 

continent is the possession of J. W. 

Wolfrom of tills city. 
The lien was sitting with motherly 

devotion upon a nest of eggs which a 

friend of Mr. Wolfrom placed in a 

crate In Riverside, Cal., and shipped 
through a transcontinental express com- 

pany to this city. She continued to sit, 
disturbed not In the least by the trans- 
continental trip, ller protection was a 
conspicuous placard on tlio box read- 

ing: “Sitting lien—Eggs Expected to 

Hatch—Handle With Care.” The warn- 

ing was punctiliously observed by ex- 
press employees. 
When the crate arrived at its destina- 

tion three downy chicks were extri- 

cated from the shells and other eggs 
gave forth evidences of hatching. 

STEALS LOCOMOTIVE TO GO 

TO DANCE, THEN ESCAPES 

Montana Youth Sends Engine 
Running Wild After Reaching 

Destination. 

Bozeman, Mont.—“By Goorge, I’m go 
ing to that dance at Paxton's some 
howl" an unknown young man declar- 
ed here when Informed there would be 
no trains going east for some time. Hu 
walked over to a lone locomotive, en- 
tered the cal) and started east, break- 
ing through a closed switch and going 
out on the main line. 
Engineer McVicker in a locomotive 

was traveling toward this city when he 
noticed the block system registered 
danger. He saw the smoke of an en- 
gine approaching and stopned his en- 
gine. Ilis fireman jiirnpe* and Mc- 
Vicker reversed ills engine. Fireman 
Boehling caught the approaching en- 

gine, climbed into the cab, found it 
“driverless" and brought it to a stop a 
short distance from McVicker's engine. 
No tract1 of the locomotive thief has 

been found. He evi ’.ontly jumped when 
he saw the other engine approaching. 

HIS PROPHECY COMES TRUE. 

Tree Left Standing as Lightning Rod 
Is Hit, Darns Untouched. 

Islip, N_. Y.—A bolt of lightning, the 
only one in a i o.Iod of two hours dur- 
ing a tlntude. storm here re ontly. 
struck and completely demolished a 

huge locust tree which was more than 
a century old, find was a well known 
landmark on the farm of E. F. Davis. 
The tree was over a hundred feet high, 
and there was not a branch within 
forty feet of the ground. 
Mr. Davis said that lie not long ago 

refused an offer of $100 for the tree 
from a mau who wanted the trunk for 
a pole. He did not sell it, he said, as 
his father had always argued that the 
tree should be left where it stood be- 
cause it might some day be bit by 
lightning which otherwise might hit 
the barns close by. 

ROBINS TRAVEL BY TRAIN. 

Build Nest Under Car and Hatches 
Three Little Ones. 

Vancouver, Wash.—When a box car 
was pulled into this city the other day 
for repairs it was found that a robin 
had built her nest under the car and 
had hatched three young ones. 
When the car was pushed on the 

repair track the mother bird flew 
around greatly excited and could not 
be driven away. The men searched 
the car and found the nest. They put 
the nest in a small box, cut a bole in 
it and nailed it to a post. 
The mother bird took possession im- 

mediately and is feeding her young 
numerous times daily. 

LOVED HER FROM INFANCY. 

Man Fifty-four Weds Girl Sixteen, 
For Whom He Waited. 

Charleston, W. Va.—D. W. Hunt, 
aged fifty-four years, and Lillian Lyda 
Young, aged sixteen years, secured a 
license and were married here. 

It is declared that Hunt, a neighbor 
of the Young family, has loved the girl 
since infancy and only awaited the 
time when she was old enough to mar- 
ry. Her parents gave their consent to 
the marriage, it being understood al- 
lhost since her birth that Hunt was to 
have her for his bride. 

GOOD NERVES SHOWN IN WAR. 

Medical Journal Comments on Absence 
of Epidemics. 

New York.—“The present war,” the 
New York Medical Journal says, “has 
brought out many surprises, one of 
which has been the absence, or com- 
parative absence, of epidemics and the 
remarkably good health of the armies 
engaged. 

“It is also a matter for surprise that 
nervous di -eases have net been engen- 
dered and developed on a large scale 
by the appalling conditions which exist 
in this war.” 

, 

-. 

Sentences Her Husband. 

Reading, Fa—In police court recent- 
ly Mrs. Isaac Shade was told by the 
judge to sentence her husband, whom 
she charged with intemperance and 
nonsupport. She promptly designated 
five days in jail, and the judge meted 
out the punishment as suggested. 

CRITICAL DATES 

IN UNITED STATES 

CLASH WITH MEXICO. 

March 9.—Francisco Villa raided 

Columbus, N. M. 
March 15.—American punitive ex- 

pedition entered Mexico below Co- 
lumbus. 
March 16.—Colonel Dodd's famous 

"flying column" entered Mexico be- 
low Hachita. 
March 27.—Villa reported wound- 

ed at Guerrero. 
March 27. — Villlstas murdered 

three Americans and two other for- 

eigners at Mlnaca and Guerrero. 
March 29. — Colonel Erwin's de- 

tachment routed Villlstas at San 

Geronimo, killing sixty. Four 

American soldiers wounded. 

April 1— Colonel Brown's detach- 
ment defeated Villlstas at Aguas 
Calientes, killing thirty. 
April 10.—Citizens of three Mexi- 

can towns ambush Howze's de- 

tachment. killing one American 

trooper and wounding two. 
April 12. — Parral citizens and 

Carranza soldiers attacked Major 
Tompkins' detachment, killing two 
Americans and wounding six. 
Americans killed forty Mexicans. 

April 12. — Carranza requested 
withdrawal of American expedi- 
tion. 
April 13.—Major Howze and his 

detachment reach farthest point 
south of any American troops, In 

sight Durango line. 
April 22.—Dodd scattered Villis- 

tas at Temochic, killing at least 

two and wounding four. 

April 29.—Carranza General Obre- 
gon and American General Scott 

began conference at El Paso. 
May 5. — Bandits raided Glenn 

Springs. Tex., killing four Amer- 

icans 
May 10.—Major Langhorne's cav- 

alry squadron entered Mexico south 
of Marathon, Tex. 

May 11—El Paso Obregon-Scott 
conference concluded without for- 

mal agreement. 
June IS.—President Wilson order- 

ed mobilization of national guard. 
June 20.—American note replying 

to Carranza’s demand for with- 

drawal of American forces dis- 

patched refusing withdrawal and 

threatening Carranza with "grave 

consequences.” 
June 21.—Troopers of the Tenth 

United States cavalry ambushed 

near Carrizal. Twelve American 

soldiers were killed and seventeen 

captured. 

this you cannot accomplish without an 
accurate timepiece. Officers under col- 

ors in foreign lands speak volumes of 

praise for the wrist watch. Prices, $3 
to $23.” 
That the wrist watch Is seriously 

considered as an Important part of the 
soldier’s personal effects Is indicated 

by the fact that many guardsmen, par- 
ticularly the officers, already are equip- 
ped with the bracelet timepiece. 

“Go to It,” Says Dying Father. 
Lieutenant A. C. McDonald of St. 

Louis has a father dying, but is an- 

swering the call to arms. 
“Go to it,.my boy,” whispered his fa- 

ther when the boy thought of asking 
for a discharge. “The country is above 
everything, and I am only an old man. 
I wish I could g<ff up and tight for the 
flag.” 
As a matter of patriotism a St. Louis 

man who had passed the age limit— 
an old soldier who had served through 
two campaigns—enlisted as assistant 
cook. 
“If I can’t do anything else I surely 

can cook for the boys,” he said. 

It Didn't Work. 

Captain Thomas P. Octigan, adjutant 
of the Illinois Seventh, was giving in- 
structions to a subordinate when a 

young woman, sobbing, bearing a child 
in her arms, approached him. 
“I am Mrs. Arthur Ivarafte,” she 

wailed, “and I came for my husband, 
who left me to starve and support this 
infant. He is a private in your regi- 
ment.” 
When Private Karafte admitted his 

wife had spoken the truth and that he 
was willing to return Captain Octigan 
was ready to furnish transportation 
money to the guardsman and let him 
return home. The captain looked up 
tlie enlistment papers to make out a 

report when he discovered the man had 
sworn he was single. 
Needless to say the private, who, the 

captain says, is a good soldier, remain- 
ed in camp, and the “wife,” after ad- 
mitting she was his sister, went back 
to Chicago. 

Sick Wife Wants Him. 
Albert E. Pierce of Chicago left a 

sick wife and a four-year-old boy. 
“My wife doesn’t want me to go,’’ he 

said, “but what's a man to do? I don’t 
want to go for my personal amuse- 
ment. This is something that comes 
before even a fellow’s owu, according 
to my belief.” 
“The Italian government issued a 

call for me,” said Frank Bilotta, as- 

sistant bandmaster, who was for seven 
years in the navy, “but I refused. 

They can’t have me. My home is here, 
my wife is here, my three little sons 
are here. So I fight for Uncle Sam any 
time he calls me.” 

How They Leave. 
One thing in connection with the Illi- 

nois First cavalry’s manner of going to 
war is worthy of observation: Either 
the I—me—my correspondents who re- 
port the departure of European troops 
are successful fakers or the technique 
of the First is woefully In need of re- 
pairs. The European war is more pic- 
turesque, more heroic. A kiss for the 
wife, a tear for the baby, a prayer for 
the fatherland and a curse for the foe 
Is the way he goe.^ to win his honors. 
But in other fashion do the swash- 

bucklers of the roaring First march 
forth. If the Mexicans could have 

heard wliat their oncoming enemies 
had to say of them it would take a 
hardy self respect on their part to sur- 
vive it. The men of the First scarcely 
mentioned them. They couldn’t be an- 
noyed by them at all. There was toa 
much else to occupy their attention. 


