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■. Karl Versteeg

spread over southern New EnglandFollowing is the fifth in a 
series of twelve articles on the 
geology of the earth by Dr. 
Karl Versteeg, head of the ge
ology department of Wooster 
College and recognized as one of 
the leading authorities in this 
field. Another article will ap
pear shortly.—Editor.

The Great Ice Age
There is evidence in the rock for

mations in Canada and elsewhere on 
the globe that great ice sheets oc
curred on the earth more than a 
billion years ago. Glacial deposits 
resting on a smooth, striated and 
grooved rock surface, over an area 
of hundreds of square miles, in 
Canada, is evidence that cold cli
mates and poplar ice occurred a 
billion or more years ago when the 
earth is supposed to have been hot 
and cooling from a molten condition.

The answer to this is that the 
earth had already cooled to a solid 
state and was then very old. The 
earth has undergone several great 
glacial periods, the last one having 
occurred within comparatively recent 
time.

The last ice from these great ice 
sheets is supposed to have melted 
from the United States about 25,000 
years ago. It is believed that the 
southern tip of Sweden was uncov
ered by the melting of the ice-sheet 
about 13,500 years ago and to have 
receded from the northern German 
plains about 25,000 to 30,000 years 
ago. We have considerable assur
ance that the last sheet of ice was
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and the upper Mississippi valley not 
less than 25,000 years ago.

The ice-sheets during the Great 
Ice Age covered an area of 4 million 
square miles in North America and 
a large area in Europe and Asia. 
The ice must have been at least 
5000 to 6000 feet thick and may 
have been 10,000 or more at the 
center of dispersal. It was thick 
enough to cover the Adirondack and 
White Mountains. It has been 
found that the Greenland ice-sheet 
reaches a thickness of 8,800 feet 
near its center.

It is believed by some geologists 
that we are still in the Great Ice 
Age, and support their arguments 
by the fact that the earth today has 
a large proportion of its surface 
covered with ice. Antarctica is 
covered by a continental glacier more 
than 5 million square miles in area. 
Another ice sheet of huge dimen
sions covers Greenland and great 
glaciers occur in all the high moun
tains such as the Himalayas, Pamirs, 
Tian Shan, Andes, Alps and the 
rockies of Canada and Alaska.

There is considerable evidence 
that the climate is gradually warm
ing up and that the ice is melting 
ing away. It is believed that the 
ice may ultimately melt away com
pletely. It is possible, however, 
that we are at present in an inter
glacial epoch and that another in
vasion of the ice may occur. It is 
true that during the Great Ice Age 
the ice-sheets melted back and the 
climate warmed up, becoming con
siderably warmer than at present, 
and the ice again advanced; this 
took place 4 times during the Pleis
tocene.

The ice sheets carried great quan
tities of debris, a large part of 
which was scraped off the bed-rock 
of Canada, and deposited in the 
United States when they melted. 
The fertile soils of the upper Mis
sissippi valley and the northern 
European plain are glacial.

The ice as it passed over the old 
land surface produced tremendous 
changes in the drainage, completely 
obliterating the old stream valleys 
in some cases, and making great 
changes in others. Countless lakes 
were formed in the glaciated areas; 
these lakes are among the finest in 
the world and include the lake re
gions of Canada. Minnesota, Wiscon
sin, Michigan, New York, Vermont, 
New Hampshire and Maine and the 
famous lakes of Ireland, Scotland 
and England, and those of the Alps 
in Switzerland and Italy.

Every time the ice advanced the 
animals and plants were pushed 
southward md when the ice receded 
they followed the ice northward.

During the ice age, the great 
hairy Mammoth. Mastodon, Reindeer 
and Muskox roamed over central 
Europe and through the United 
states.

As yet there is no widely accept
ed explanation for the drop in tem
perature that brought on glacial cli
mates from time to time during the 
geologic past. Periods of glaciation 
occur when the lands are undergo
ing great upheavals, when changes 
in elevation and widespread nioun- 
tain-nmki.;g movements occur. Dur
ing these periods there is continental 
elevation, changes in atmospheric 
composition, and shifting of the 
ocean currents and prevailing winds.

The sun is a variable star and if 
it could be proved that the sun gave 
off less heat over a sufficient length 
of time, the temperature of the earth 
could fall enough to bring on the 
ice age.
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Will Rogers Memorial

tlHLL Rogers Memorial at Claremore, Oklahoma, which was opened 
to the public last November. A magazine article descriptive of 

the memorial and its background written by Don Smucker, secretary 
of the Kansas Institute of International Relations, Newton, Kansas 
and a former Bluffton youth, will be published shortly.

The memorial is pronounced by experts to be architecturally 
perfect, completely harmonious with the frontier country from which 
Rogers sprang. Its emphasis is on frontier land, cowboys and 
Indians, all of which were so close to Rogers in blood and vocation.

High School Students Name Most
Popular Comic Strip, Movie Stars

Donald Duck is the comic strip 
best liked by Bluffton High students, 
with Wash Tubbs and Popeye next 
in favor, according to a poll taken 
last week among the student body.

“Life” was selected the most popu
lar magazine, and “The American” 
was liked second best.

In the students’ opinion the Lux 
Radio Theatre, broadcast on Monday 
night is the best program on the 
air. Second in their estimation is 
the “Hit Parade”, a program of 
popular dance airs.

Popular tunes best liked were 
“The Umbrella Man”, “Deep In a 
Dream”, and “You Must Have Been 
a Beautiful Baby”.

Riley Creek Proves 
Useful To Early

Richland Settlers
(Continued from page 1) 

cabin in search of strayed cows or 
oxen and would not return for two 
or three days. The job of tracing 
the strayed creatures was almost as 
difficult as locating the proverbial 
needle in the hay stack.

An instance chronicled in the 
Settlement history written by the 
late P. B. Amstutz, seemed to be a 
lather common experience. One 
Jacob Shifferly missed both his cows 
and oxen one morning and set out 
to get some of the neighbors to help 
him search for them. With Peter 
Bucher and Daniel Neuenschwander 
as companions they started through 
the forest.

After several hours of search 
they came to a hunter who told 
them the oxen went east and the 
cows south. Shifferly went east and 
the other two went on to the south. 
All day these two walked without 
finding any trace of the missing 
bovines, when at dusk they espied a 
light in a cabin.

Night in Cabin
The owner of the cabin offered 

them the hospitality of his home. 
As they had had nothing to eat all 
day, they were hungry. For the 
evening meal the host set out a 
cake of corn bread about the size of 
a hand and some milk.

After consuming this they laid 
down on the cabin floor to rest their 
weary limbs. Their sleep was 
broken by the cries of wolves hunt
ing for prey. On awakening in the 
morning they saw 12 wolves outside 
of the cabin in the little clearing. 
These were dispersed by a rifle shot. 
After breakfast consisting of some 
more corn meal and milk they con
tinued their search for the lost cows.

All day they searched in vain until 
at evening they reached Shannon, 
now Bluffton, and were given a 
good meal by Joseph Deford, the 
first settler of the town. He had 
seen the cows and directed them to 
their whereabouts. They remained 
that night in Shannon and with the 
cows started on the homeward jour
ney the next morning.

Find Oxen
On arriving at the Shifferly cabin 
they learned that the owner had 
found the oxen. Shifferly was joy
ful over the recovery of his precious 
animals and thanked his helpers 
profusely. Everybody was happy 
over the successful ending of the 
hunt, but practically three days had 
been consumed in the search. Co
operation with neighbors was at its 
highest point in those early days, 
and favors such as described above 
were rendered gladly and returned 
just as freely.

Another hunting episode related 
to one of the descendants of the 
earliest settlers brings to mind an
other element of pioneer life. One 
of the older girls of the family 
started out after some lost cattle, 
and preparing herself for a long 
hunt put some bread and butter 
sandwiches in the pocket of her 
apron.

After going thru the woods for 
some hours she came to a cabin. 
In the clearing she saw the children 
all crying. On asking the mother 
if they were ill, she was told that 
they were hungry, having had noth-

The poll disclosed that Bluffton 
High’s most popular movie stars are 
Loretta Young, Jeanette McDonald, 
Sonja Henie, Richard Greene, Ty
rone Power and Spencer Tracy.

Reading was named the most pop
ular pastime, altho one arden swain 
disclosed he preferred to spend his 
spare time “kissing the women”.

In answer to other questions stu
dents revealed they believe capital 
punishment inhuman, they favor 
school dances, most of them believe 
in the same political faith held by 
their parents and President Roose
velt and Lowell Thomas ranked as 
the students’ favorite public per
sonages.

ing to eat for two days. Thereupon 
the girl reached in her pocket and 
gave them the bread she had 
brought along. The mother insisted 
it was an Act of Providence that 
the girl had come along at the right 
time. Hunger was not a rare sen
sation in pioneer times.

Cooks Meal by Creek
One Peter Steiner one day came 

to Shannon after some lost cattle, 
and having had nothing to eat the 
entire day he got some corn meal 
from Siddall’s . ri.-t mill on Riley 
creek, made a < ake with the water 
from the creek, built a fire and 
made corn bread. In speaking of 
the experience he said it was 
the best cor ’ bread he had ever 
tasted.

The problei s of transportation be
fore the railroads were almost un- 
solvable. 1 is quite possible that 
if the railroads had not stopped the 
development of the canals, the only 
hope for settlers in this vicinity 
would have been a network of canals 
and widened creeks that would have 
connected Riley creek and the Great 
Lakes. De p' <>s, on the old Miami 
canal, wa- ie nearest outlet for 
produce and it took several days to 
effect a journey to that place and 
return.

One of the settlers who was ad
venturously inclined and who was 
intrigued v th water travel, made 
himself a canoe out of a tree trunk 
and tried navigation on Riley creek. 
In. 1845 he >aded his canoe with 
smoked meat and started for points 
north. He went on the Riley to 
the Blanchard river, on into the 
Auglaize a d finally to the Maumee. 
Eventually he landed in Toledo, sold 
his meats. id received in trade, 
sugar, rici and coffee. Having 
profited by everal dollars in the 
trade he r med home in a happy 
frame of mind.

Settler Aids in War of 1812
Many of the settlers in the south

ern part of Richland township, like 
their neighbors in Orange, came from 
Belmont and Knox counties, or from 
the Western Reserve, having emi
grated there from New York and 
New England. One of these pio
neers was J;. ,es Owens, progenitor 
of the present Owens family. As 
a child of eleven, he saw service in 
the War of 1812 when he drove a 
wagon loaded with materials to 
make sails from Belmont county to 
the Cuyahoga river where Cleveland 
now stands at which place Perry was 
building his fleet for his memorable 
victories against the English on the 
Great Lakes.

Owens came to Richland in 1835 
and laid his claim in 1837. With 
him he brought seeds from Belmont 
county orchards which he planted 
after the brush had been burned and 
the trees chopped down. He also 
brought with him a knowledge of 
grafting which he used with marked 
success on farms in this area. It 
is said that he grafted trees on the 
Shaw. Montgomery, Cunningham and 
other farms in Richland and Orange 
townships.

Because markets and stores were 
far from the Settlements of Rich
land, most of the arts of manufac
turing were practices at home. All 
the clothing and shoes were home
made, and many of the farmers had 
little shops in their barns or houses 
where they plied some trade that 
they had learned in Switzerland or 
America from their fathers, who had
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| CAMPUS COMMENT

Daily Bible lectures given by Dr. 
Rollin H. Walker, professor emeritus 
of Ohio Wsleyan university, were con
cluded last Friday after being conduct
ed on a six-day schedule. Morning 
services w’ere held in the college 
chapel, in the evening lectures were 
given in the First Mnnonite church.

* * *
The Bluffton college vesper choir of 

60 voices made two appearances in 
Lima last Sunday. In the afternoon 
the group sang at a meeting of the 
Lima Open Forum at Central High 
school, and an evening concert was 
presented at the South Side Church 
of Christ. Prof. Russell A. Lantz con
ducted the group in both appearances.

♦ ♦ ♦
Catherine Van Buren, noted negro 

lyric soprano, presented a well re
ceived concert last Friday night. She

appeared here as the third offering of 
the year on the College Music Course.

♦ ♦ *
Representing the Bluffton Y. M. C. 

A. organization, Rollin Moser, presi
dent, and Karl Schultz, vice-president, 
attended an industrial commission con
ference at Akron university last Fri
day and Saturday. A tour of the 
Goodrich Rubber plant was one of the 
principal features.

♦ ♦ ♦
Following the Varsity-Alumni bask

etball game Saturday night, an all
college frolic at which alumni were 
welcomed was held in the school gym
nasium.

♦ * *
A program was presented Sunday 

evening in the Defenseless Mennonite 
church near Bluffton by the girls’ gos
pel team.

learned the trades in the old country. 
Up to within a generation ago, 
especially in the Swiss settlement, 
the arts of manufacture were prac
ticed so successfully that most of 
the needed articles could be gotten 
without going to town.

Pioneer Shops and Clothing
For shoes, a calf was killed and 

its hide was tanned and fashioned 
by the shoe maker. Each house 
made its clothing; flax was grown 
and sent through a breaking machine 
and hatchel, and wool was hand 
carded. Both were spun into yarn 
with spinning machines. The yarn 
was colored the desired shade and 

then woven into the desired article.
In cooperation lay the success of 

the Settlement. The brush could be 
burned and the trees chopped by 
one household, but when a cabin or 
barn was built, then man power 
was needed from the outside. Ac
cordingly, when preparations had 
been made, the settler desiring help 
would call on his neighbors, and set 
the day when all should come for 
a “barn raising” or “cabin raising” 
as the case might be. They would 
respond gladly, bring their families 
and eating utensils, for each house 
would never have enough for such 
a gathering, and the work would be 
completed in a short time.

Such events were a part of the 
woof and warp of the life of the 
Settlement, and hard work and 
monotony were turned more toward 
pleasure by such cooperation.

Rawson 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Folk and Mr. 

and Mrs. Sam Folk of Findlay were 
Sunday afternoon callers on Mr. and 
Mrs. L. B. Folk and family.

Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Peterson and 
sons Bobby and Raymond and Mr. and 
Mrs. Algy of Findlay were Sunday 
callers on Mr. and Mrs. Will Peterson.

Findlay and Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Grubbs and son Eugene were Sunday 
dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
Smith and family. Afternoon callers 
were Mrs. George Brothers and son 
Paul of Lima.

James Thomas called on Mrs. Jack 
Wilson of Fostoria, Sunday.

Mrs. J .R. Buckley of Essex return
ed home Saturday after a few days 
visit with Morrell Hoover and son 
Ronald. Larry Gene Hoover who has 
been with his grandparents for some 
time will spend this week with his 
father. He will also visit friends in 
Rawson during the week. Larry 
Gene is recovering frem injuries re
ceived in an accident in December.

Olive, Mary Alice and Geneva Will- 
oby spent Saturday with their aunt, 
Mrs. William Beamsteves of Findlay.

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hanifan and 
family spent Sunday with Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Spears of Bowling Green.

Mrs. George Brothers and son Paul 
of Lima were Sunday afternoon call? 
ers on Mr. and Mrs. Ed Long and 
Maria Smith.

Mrs. M. T. Betz and son Milford, Jr. 
attended the funeral of Mrs. Orville 
Michael of Hudson, Mich., Tuesday. 
Mrs. Michael was Mrs. Beltz’s sister- 
in-law.

Mrs. Frank Folk and son Edward 
and Miss Fem Kammerstein all of 
Mansfield were Sunday guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. B. Folk and family.

Mrs. Guy Miller tand son Charles 
called on relatives in Wapakoneta, 
Friday.

Plans for a state organization of 
farm managers were presented 
Farmers’ Week by W. G. Weigle, 
manager, Marsh Foundation Farms, 
Van Wert. Mr. Weigle says one of 
the problems on which the farmer 
needs aid from the agricultural col
lege is whether large or small farms 
are most efficient from a national 
standpoint.
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Farm Institute
Poster Winners

Prize winners in the Farm In
stitute poster contest were ac- 
nounced last week, following the 
close of the annual two-day meet
ing.

In the high school division, winner 
of first prize was Wanda Diller. 
Second award was won by Marjorie 
Stratton.

Ninth grade prize winners includ
ed: Marjorie Zuercher, first; Hildred 
Eversole, second; Eloise Sommer, 
third; Daisy Basinger, fourth; Mar
garet Young, fifth; and Glenr.a 
Kohler, sixth.

In the seventh and eighth grade, 
winners were: Florence Ann Biome, 
first; Ellen Basinger, second; Mir
iam Schaeublin, third, and Wilma 
Steiner, fourth.

Fish Catch Limits
Are Set For 1939

Daily catch limit for bass taker, 
from Ohio waters will be five thru- 
out the coming fishing season, the 
same as last year, according to reg
ulations adopted last week by the 
Ohio Conservation Council.

The council lifted the ban that has 
been on bait taking in about one- 
third of the streams of the state. 
They ruled any one fisherman can 
take up to 100 minnows, hell graat- 
ites or crawfish a day.

Catch limits for other fish will 
be. Pumpkin-seed, green and long
eared sun fish, 20; black and white 
crappies, 25; rock bass, 20; blue 
gills, 20.

Nobody kin be as important as a 
drum major looks.
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Willoby and 
family spent the week-end with Mr. 
und Mrs. Donard Roberts of Findlay.

Mrs. George Cramer had as her 
guest Miss Almyra Aston of Ingle
wood, Calif. Miss Aston is enroute 
to New York City from where she 
will return to her missionary work in 
India.

Mrs. M. T. Beltz called on Louis 
Walters of Rossford, Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Bosse and sons 
Maurice and Jerry spent Sunday with 
Mrs. Dicus of Bowling Green.

Mrs. Guy Miller and son Charles at
tended the funeral of John Hook at 
Mendon, Friday afternoon.

Mr .and Mrs. Oscar Steinman of
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