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Concert of the Southernaires, ne
gro ensemble scheduled to appear 
here on Friday, Feb. 16, has been 
cancelled, it was announced by Prof. 
R. A. Lantz of the Bluffton college 
music department which was to have 
sponsored their appearance here. 
Concellation is due to the present 
coal emergency, Prof. Lantz said.
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The program will consist of 
by the vesper choir and 
from the music depart-

Bluffton Boy Scouts will make 
their monthly collection of paper on 
Saturday afternoon. Residents are 
requested to have newspapers and 
magazines in bundles on the front 
porch by 12:30 p. m.

Mr. and Mrs. John Garlinger of 
Geiger street will observe their Gold
en wedding anniversary on Wednes
day of next week. They were mar
ried in Bluffton on February 11, 
1894, and have maintained their 
home here since that time. No spe
cial observance of the day has been 
planned.

Beaverdam Area Men
Missing In Action

Bluffton, together with other Ohio 
communities is faced with a shortage 
of coal. This situation, although 
serious, can be met successfully by 
the united cooperation of residents 
of the town.

During the present emergency coal 
dealers are supplying only those resi
dents who have a five days’ supply 
or less of coal on hand. If you have 
more than that amount on hand, 
please do not ask for coal as there 
are others in greater need.

While authorities are empowered 
to check suspected violations, we 
hope this will not be necessary.

W. A. Howe, Mayor

Cara Verson, concert pianist will 
appear in a recital as the second 
number on the Bluffton college music 
course this Wednesday night in Ram- 
seyer chapel at 8:30 o’clock. She 
is known for her interpretation of 
modern music.

Harold R. Santschi, Aviation Ord
nanceman Second Class, of 107 Kib
ler Street, Bluffton, is one of the 
aircrewmen who helped VPB-61, a 
Navy search and patrol squadron, 
overcome weather and Japs during 
a recently completed nine months* 
tour of duty in the stormy Aleutians* 

He flew in Consolidated Catalina 
(PBY) flying boats on search mis
sions, convoy duty ahd inshort pa
trol. The squadron flew a total of 
6,150 hours, averaging more than 
800 hours a month in weather often 
extremely hazardous for flying.

The squadron made three single
plane flights over the Northern Kur
iles, which are located just north of 
Japan proper. Other special mis
sions included the rescue of the pilot 
of an Army P-40 who was forced 
down off Kanaga Island in the Aleu
tians. He was located a short time 
before he would have succumbed to 
the intense cold. Two Navy air
crewmen ferried the Army pilot in a 
rubber life raft through the rough 
water between the island and the 
rescue plane offshore.

Santschi was home on a furlough 
during the early part of January.
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Scouts To Gather
Paper Saturday

A mixed vocal octette directed by 
Clayton Bucher will be heard in the 
Ebenezer church broadcast over 
Findlay radio station WFIN Sunday 
afternoon at 3:30 o’clock.
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William Garmatter moved Wednes-1 
day on the farm which he purchased 
north of Bluffton on the Dixie high
way, the former Wilbur Frantz 
place. Garmatter vacated the M. H. 
Deeds farm near Rawson. Frantz 
who vacated the farm north of 
Bluffton some time ago now lives in 
Arcadia.

Two men from the Beaverdam 
area in the European theatre of war 
are listed as missing in action, ac
cording to reports the first of the 
week.

They are Lawrence Yant, Jr., and 
Basil Fisher.

Yant, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Yant, Sr., of Beaverdam, 
was formerly employed here at the 
Woodcock electric generating station 
of the Central 
company.

Fisher is the 
Howard Fisher
church. He has a wife and two child
ren.

A male quartet from Marion col
lege, Marion, Ind., will lead the sing- 
spiration at tfye Defenseless Mennon- 
ite church Sunday night at 9 o’clock, 
it is announced by the pastor, Rev. 
Stanley Rupp. The quartet will 
appear at other services in 
church during the day.

Harold R. Santschi
Serves In Aleutians

Ralph Locher Gets 
New State Position

Lynn Byers Receives 
Purple Heart Medal

High School Building and Li
brary Will Be Open Only One 

Night Each Week

Retail Stores Here Continue to 
Operate on Regular Sched

ules for Present

8 Recalled
er’s Scarcity Of Coal

Side Roads Still Blocked
Side roads, many of which have 

been drifted shut since the first bliz
zard which struck on December 11, 
have become so firmly packed by lat
er snowfalls that they are virtually a 
huge solid mass of ice extending fence 
high the width of the road and into 
adjoining fields.

With work stil 1 required on the 
more traveled main highways, no at
tempt will be made to open these 
roads which will remain snowbound 
until spring weather arrives.

Altho the main rural highways are 
open to travel, there are numerous 
stretches where one-way traffic is 
still in effect.

Edward Schultz, son 
Mrs. Theo. Schultz of 
street stationed at the 
in El Toro, Calif., has been promoted
from the rank of sergeant to staff 
sergeant, it was announced the first 
of the week.

Small Remaining Stock of Shirts 
Cleaned Out in Buying Rush 

Last Saturday

Ralph Locher, 29, Bluffton High 
school graduate, has been elected sec
retary of the state industrial com
mission, it was announced Saturday.

Since receiving his law degree in 
1939 from Western Reserve univers
ity, Locher has been a practicing at
torney in Cleveland.

In taking his new post, Locher 
succeeds Ralph Klapp, of St. Paris 
who resigned to become assistant at
torney general. Salary 
retary of the industrial 
is $4,600 yearly.

Locher is married to
Eleanor Worthington, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Worthington, of 
South Main street. They have a 
small daughter Virginia. An aunt 
Mrs. Mary Diller and uncle Chris 
Locher live here.

The new state .appointee is a son 
of Mrs. Eph Locher, former Bluffton 
resident, and a nephew of the late 
Cyrus Locher, former United States 
senator. He was graduated from 
Bluffton High school, attended Day
ton university, graduated from Bluff
ton college, and then received his 
law degree from Western Reserve 
university in 1939.

Farm census enumeration of Rich
land township and other rural areas 
of this district is far behind sched
ule because of snow-blocked roads 
and wintry conditions which have 
made it impossible to contact many 
families.

Walter Schaublin, census enumer
ator for Richland township, who had 
planned to complete his work by the 
end of January, was delayed in mak
ing his contacts by drifted rural 
roads, many of which 
open.

A farm census has 
every five years during 
years to list aggregate
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closed in the message from the war 
department.

Pvt. Louis Thompson, who was re
cently wounded in action in Germany 
is in an Army hospital in France, 
according to word from the War de
partment to his wife living On North 
Main street.

Pvt. Raymond Kimmel is in the 
army hospital at Ft. McClellan, Ala., 
because of a fractured bone in his 
foot received during field maneuvers. 
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Kimmel of Bentley road.

Reduction of Lighting Will Save 
One Ton of Coal Each Week 

Here, Estimate

Restrictions on Use of Coal far 
More Drastic During the 

1918 Shortage

Lifted Wednesday morning was a 
three day freight embargo which 
stopped all eastbound Bluffton ship
ments by rail, excepting those for 
the government.

This is the second embargo with
in a fortnight which has resulted 
from extremely bad weather condi
tions which have badly snarled 
freight shipments. The embargo ap
plied to both the Nickel Plate 
A. C. & Y. railroads here.

Second Lieutenant Wayne E. 
Yoakam, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ver
non Yoakam of Bluffton has recently 
been assigned as an instructor in 
the Department of Aircraft En
gineers at the Chanute Field, Ill., 
post of the AAF Training Command.

Lt. Yoakam is a graduate of the 
Ohio State University and Bluffton 
High school.

Moderating weather, the first in 
two months, which arrived Monday 
and continued thru Tuesday and Wed
nesday has done much toward remov
ing the menace of floods from the 
record snowfall which has covered the 
Bluffton area for the past 
weeks.

Although temperatures have 
barely above freezing at any
the direct rays of the sun have suf
ficiently melted enough snow to lessen 
appreciably the threat of high water 
which inevitably would have accom
panied disappearance of the snow if 
it had been taken off by heavy rains.

There still remains large amounts 
of snow, much of which will remain 

'until spring thaws; however the grad
ual melting which has taken place 
thus far is viewed with general sat
isfaction.

Closing of Bluffton public schools 
and Bluffton college Monday marked 
the first step in this community’s 
participation in a state-wide fuel 
conservation program recommended 
by Gov. Frank J. Lausche.

Next week, however, the schools 
expect to operate on a regular sched
ule, and thus far no local retail 
stores, taverns or places of amuse
ment have announced plans to close 
at least one day each week, as rec
ommended by the Governor.

Bluffton’s fuel situation

Stores, Industries, Schools, Etc., 
^Forced to Close at Least

One Day Weekly

Funeral services were held Tues
day afternoon in the Ebenezer Men- 
nonite church for Frank J. Burk
holder, 81, a retired farmer, who 
died at his home two miles northeast 
of Beaverdam in Richland township 
at 4:35 a. m. Sunday.

Death was Attributed to infirmities.
Burkholder was born in Paulding 

county May 13, 1863, and was mar
ried on Jan. 2, 1902, to Susan Kien- 
er, who survives.

In addition to the widow other sur
vivors are two daughters, Mrs. Helen 
Lugibill, Columbus Grove; Mrs. Mary 
Amstutz, at home; and four sons, 
Sidney and Harley Burkholder, Beav
erdam; Clarence Burkholder, with 
the U. S. forces overseas, and Pfc. 
Marlin Burkholder, Camp Lee, Va.

He was a member of the Ebenezer 
Mennonite church where the rites 
were held Tuesday with Rev. John 
Esau officiating. Burial was in the 
church cemetery.

became more critical—the 
increased consumption, low- 
production, continued cold 
and transportation

DRAFT FARM BOYS;
WANT MORE FOOD; 
SITUATION ACUTE

Farm Wo
Class 1-A

onA new wartime scarcity—that of 
work garments—is the latest to make 
itself felt in Bluffton, with clothing 
for the farmer and laboring man 
virtually unobtainable here.

No bib overalls could be found on 
the shelves of Bluffton dealers the 
first of this week, and altho there 
is a heavy demand merchants are un
able to tell when they may h<ve 
garments of that kind in stock.

A few work shirts which local 
stores had on hand last week were 
cleaned out in 
day.

Canvas work 
found in town,
Bluffton has a branch factory of the 
Boss Manufacturing Co., specializing 
in that product.

Entire output of the Boss plant 
is covered by high priorities, and no 
sales can be made by the plant lo
cally, it was announced by Charles 
Lloyd, manager. Most of the gloves 
made here are used in industries en
gaged in war production.

In addition, the Bluffton plant’s 
output has been cut by a shortage of 
help, which has prevailed over the 
last year.

This winter’s scarcity of fuel 
reminiscent of World War I condi
tions prevailing back in January and 
■February, 1918, altho the restrictions 
on the use of coal back at that time 
were far more drastic.

In 1918, a nation-wide order on 
Jan. 17 to conserve a dwindling coal 
supply came on the heels of a near
zero cold wave which had dragged on 
for weeks, much as it has this win
ter.

For 10 weeks, manufacturing 
plants, , business houses, schools and 
theatres were closed at least one day 
each week as a measure to conserve 
coal, and violators were subject to 
heavy fines.

In the first five days after the fuel 
conservation order was announced 
all industries of the town were 
closed.

These included the Bluffton Manu
facturing Co., the Diller Manufac
turing Co., Readrite Meter Works, 
Scott & Ewing Co., Herrmann Brew
ery, Bom Glove Factory and McCar
roll Manufacturing Co.

Schools Close
Schools were closed for more than 

a week after first announcement of 
the order, before resuming on a 
four-days a week schedule.

Shutting down of industries and 
businesses on Monday during the 
late winter weeks was the most com
plete in the history of the town, 
with everything closed on that day 
except theatres, bowling alleys and 
other places of amusement. Those 
activities ran as usual on Monday 
when other places were closed, then 
suspended their operations on Tues
day.

During the worst of the 1918 fuel 
crisis, householders were asked to ob
serve “Heatless Mondays”. On those 
days they heated only one room of 
the house, and got along without fuel 
altogether if they were able to do so.

Many 
Districts Remain Closed*

Until Spring

Travel Still Difficult
Travel conditions, however, still 

main difficult. Streets, Sunday were 
covered with a film of ice which glow
ed traffic and made the footing of 
pedestrians extremely hazardous.

Many side roads thruout the rural 
district remain blocked and one of 
Bluffton’s four -school buses covering 
the area northwest of town which 
has been hardest hit by the drifting 
snow, is still unable to cover its en
tire route.

Farmers however, have managed to 
open roads giving practically every 
resident a way to get to town, altho 
for many it’s a roundabout route, tak
ing them miles out of their way.

Bluffton college vesper service 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock will be 
held in the First Mennonite church 
instead of Ramseyer chapel, because 
of the coal situation, it was an
nounced by President L. L. Ram
seyer.
numbers 
personnel 
ment.

Disclosure of the draft situation 
coincides with the belief that most 
of the Allen county men in the 26 
thru 29 year age bracket found to be 
physically fit would be inducted by 
the end of June unless the German 
war was over before that time.

Need Part Time Workers
Farmers will need, the department 

said, part time help from non-farm 
workers in town and urban areas if 
they are to come anyw’here near 
meeting production goals set up by 
the war food administration.

With additional calls being made 
for part-time workers, those employ
ed in industry’ and business places 
here might be recruited for work in 
the evenings, in which case the extra 
hour of daylight obtained thru fast 
time which will be effective here 
during the summer would be of 
benefit for farm work.

Farmers, however, have 
generally opposed to hiring 
time workers, especially those 
out farm experience. Farm
they out is today largely
mechanical* and widely diversified 
and by the time the worker gains 
sufficient experience to handle one 
machine, the season of its usefulness 
has passed.

Also ft is pointed out that inex
perienced help is more apt to become 
involved in accidents for which 
farmer might be liable.

Farmers Rely on Families
Farmers generally thruout 

Bluffton district have adopted
policy of curtailing and planning 
their farm operation within a scope 
that can be handled by their own 
family group.

In recent years the trend has been 
increasingly pronounced toward those 
crops which can be 
minimum of labor, 
becomes increasingly 
pected that this will 
controlling factor
farm operations, rather than the 
prospective markets for products of 
the farm.

A sudden termination of the war 
in Europe, however, might ease the 
farm labor situation somewhat, 
especially in calls of men in the 26 
to 29 year age class.

_ __ Bluffton area men are among 
Vtthe 140 Hancock county registrants 

who were called for induction into 
the armed service and for pre-induc- 
tion physical examinations this week.

Of the 140 called, 50 w’ere inducted 
and 90 were notified to report for 
pre-induction examinations.

Among those inducted were Clyde 
W. Hartman, Route 1, Bluffton; 
Daniel Redick, Jenera; and James 
W. Redd, Jr., Route 1, Lafayette.

The 90 registrants called for 
physical examinations included Jesse 
E. Wiess, Route 1, Bluffton; Paul 
LaVerne Shulaw, Route 1, Bluffton; 
Don C. Edie, Route 1, Pandora; 
Harry G. Ream, Route 1, Jenera; 
John Reel, Jenera; nad Clair A. 
Eeiber, Bluffton.

Lynn Byers, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd Byers, of Goshen, Ind., and 
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. N. E. 
Byers, of this place, has received a 
Purple Heart Medal and Oak Leaf 
Cluster for being wounded twice in 
the European campaign.

Byers received the Order of Pur
ple Heart for wounds sustained on 
November 17, and the Oak Leaf for 
more serious injuries on December 
10.

He is now in an army hospital at 
Dijon, France, where he is reported 
to be satisfactorily recovering.

The following births at Bluffton 
hospital:

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Lugibihl, 
Pandora, a son, Kenneth Paul, Tues
day.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephan Schey, 
Cleveland, a son, Wednesday morn
ing.

Mr. and Mrs. Cloyce Hauenstein, 
Ada, a son, Wynn Lee, Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Burkholder, 
Bluffton, a daughter, Linda Ann, last 
Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Crozier, 
Ada, a son, last Wednesday.

Heatless Days Of 191 
By This Win,

Eleven Bluffton 
the 80 called by Allet 
Board No. 3 for 
tion physical examine 
nounced this week.

Those from this d
Bluffton—DonaM 

aid C. Corson; Cary 
tin L. Johnson; 
Tschantz.

Columbus Grove— 
inger; Wayne-Agner.

Lafayette—Boyd C. 
W. Contris; Thomas I 
E. Blosser.

Other in the call
Alger—Howard E. 
Ada—Fnanklin R. 
Spencerville—Otto 

B. Van Eman; Wilford 
ton C. Davis; WriHam 
Donald O. __
Leatherman; Laverrle 
Ned E. Kantner; D 

Lima — William 
John D. Musser; No 
Harold B. Mersman; 
gall; Marvel G. Arn 
W. Bassitt; Roland 
Bernard L. Brown 
Bernard O. Murphy; 
Winget; Louis R. 
non; Elmer E. Hanes; 
terson; Alvin L. Coc 
Rohrer; Norman Di 
Spallinger; Gilbert 
Homer K. Vande 
Rexford Snapp.

Farmers 
district will 
of the barrel for help this spring. 
The situation which has been serious 
took a decided turn for the worse 
with two developments the first of 
the week.

They are:

Work Garments Disappear From
Merchants’ Shelves In Bluffton

Need "More Food, Agriculture 
Dept. Warns: Recommends 

Part

Peter Schmidt, in action in the 
Philippines has been wounded in the 
left arm, according to word received 
by his mother, Mrs. Albert Klapp of 
South Main street. Schmidt has 
been in naval service in the South 
Pacific for the past two years.

Pfc. Berdell Huber, machine gun
ner, was slightly wounded in Bel
gium, January 19, according to word 
received by his wife, Mrs. Marjorie 
Huber of South Main street, Tues
day. He is now in an Army hos
pital, location of which was not dis-

altho 
tight is not at the critical stage 
which prevails in many larger cities, 
and so far coal dealers have been 
able to make deliveries to everyone 
short of fuel. Several carloads ar
rived here the first of the week.

Schools have enough coal for the 
present, and will continue to operate 
on normal classroom schedules, altho 
evening activities will be sharply 
curtailed.

The high school building will be 
open 
long 
This 
only
basketball team plays its last home 
game of the season.

Beginning next week, all evening 
activities -in the school will be re
stricted to Wednesday nights only. 
This will include night operation of 
the Community Library in the high 
school building which otherwise will 
be open only during school hours, 
and will be closed all day Saturday.

Gov. Lausche’s recommendation on 
fuel conservation came as the fuel 
situation 
result of 
er coal 
weather 
necks.

Bernard E. ^.ill;
Earl P. MiehTS; John R. Kaverman 
John A. Manecke; Gerald J. Young
peter; Richard C. Morgan; Gerald D. 
Claypool; Norbert J. Neimyer; Hu
bert E. Elwer; George A. Wienken; 
Virgil H. Elwer; Hubert R. Kaver
man.

Maumeee—John P. Zaugg.
Elida—Donald A. Stemen; Frank 

Ridenour; Harvey T. Boehm; Burton 
C. Miller.

Dayton—Jack L. Smith.
West Unity—Paul E. Yant. 
Richwood—Charles R. Aukland. 
Springfield—Oddie R. Howe. 
Bryan—Gerald M.
Fairfield—Edmund

Jr.
Columbus—Dale L.
Harrod—Brice A. Richardson; Har

ry E. Nichols; Kenneth E. Motter; 
Paul E. Richardson.

Uniopolis—Harold L. Gross.
In decisions of appeals announced 

ding the last week Gail E. Foust of 
Route 2, Delphos, classified 2-C by 
the Board of Appeals, was reclassified 
1-A by the President on appeals of 
the State Director.

Roger Fett, Route 2, Lima, class
ified 1-A by Local Board, was retain
ed in 1-A by the Board of Appeals. 
Both registrants are engaged in ag
riculture.

1. The disclosure that every 
Allen county man between 26 
and 30 now occupationally de
ferred (Class 2-A or 2-B) prob
ably will be called up for pre
induction examination by the end 
of March.

2. Warning 
department of 
an early end
Europe would not ease a tighten
ing food supply situation.

are among 
y Draft 
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it was an-

Absence of Rain Removes 
Threat of High Water As 

Snow Melts

Freight Embargo
Lifted Wednesday

Concert Cancelled
Due To Emergency

Golden Wedding
Next Wednesday

Eighty Allen Co 
moned for

Physical

College Vespers At 
Mennonite Church

are:
; Don- 

rart; Jus-
ck W.

Bluffton Area Soldiers Are
Reported Wounded In Action

Boulevard lighting on Main street 
will be reduced more than one-third 
as a fuel conservation measure dur- 

. ing this winter's emergency condi
tions, the Board of Public Affairs 
decided at a meeting Tuesday night.

Curtailment of the Main street 
• lighting will go into effect Wednes

day night and will continue during 
the present critical shortage of fuel.

Lighting will not be reduced in 
other parts of the town, 
for the Board said.

35 Lights
* Thirty-five of the 

lights on Main street
ed-out” during the emergency. Only 
a few will be turned out in the 
business section between Elm street 
and College avenue, but approxi
mately half of the residential lights 
on North and South Main street will 
not be illuminated.

To curtail Main street lighting, it 
is necessary for municipal power 
plant workmen to remove light bulbs 
from the standards, a project that 
was started Wednesday morning.

Curtailment of lighting on Main 
street will result in a saving of 
about one ton of coal a week at the 
municipal plant, it was announced by 
Superintendent John W. Swisher.

Coal Supply Down
Present supply of coal at the 

plant, which burns 15 tons daily, is 
lower than usual, but the situation 
is not critical. A 15-days’ supply 
is on hand, in comparison with a 
supply for 30 days which normally 
is carried.

Dimout of Main street lighting will 
represent the greatest coal saving 
made here since federal “brownout” 
regulations became effective 
Thursday. a

The “brownout” exting^fned only 
window displays, outdoorMigns and 
lights at filling stations, which were 
not too numerous in Bluffton, and 
consequently little current was saved 
in that
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‘itigam;
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Wapakoneta—Warren G.
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