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BIG OIL 'PIPE LINE TO BE lAlTFHR (HIGH BLUFFTON
OIL WELL “BROUGHT IN” 

NEAR TOWN WEDNESDAY
Drilling on Carr Farm North 

of Town Reaches Oil 
Bearing Rock

Disclosure of Well’s Prospects 
to Await Conference on 

Thursday

Oil-bearing rock strata was reach
ed Wednesday in drilling operations 
on the W. G. Carr farm, three miles 
west of Bluffton, but whether results 
of the test well may bring revival 
in the district which at the turn of 
the century was a major oil produc
ing area will not be learned until 
sometime Thursday.

Word that the well would be 
brought in Wednesday morning at
tracted a crowd of interested spec
tators as drilling operations proceed
ed some ten feet into the oil bearing 
rock and a quantity of gass was 
reported.

No disclosure of results of the 
drilling will be made until after in
terests financing the drilling opera
tions have been here Thursday to 
make an on-the-site inspection of the 
prospects, it was learned.

Decision as to whether the well 
will be shot is to be made in the 
Thursday conference between George 
Wall.ice, Findlay businessman and 
holder of the lease, and three Toledo 
physicians who are associated with 
him, it is reported.

Oil-bearing rock strata was reach
ed in three eight-hour shifts of 
continuous drilling at approximately 
1295 feet on Wednesday, approxi
mately one month after operations 
were started late in August.

Second Well
The well on the Carr farm is the 

second financed in the same district 
during the last year by T indlay and 
Toledo interests.

Last fall, a 1,325-foot well was put 
down on the John Boehr farm, about 
one-half mile south of the Carr loca
tion. Gas and a trace of oil were 
found, but the well never was shot.

Two good wells were near the 
Carr farm during the oil . boom here 
shortly before the turn of the 
century. One was drilled in 1889 on 
the adjacent farm of Chris Zimmer- 
ly, now owned by Homer, Leonard 
and Arden Zimmerly. The other was 
a gas-producing well, put down in 
1895 on the William Habegger farm.

Findlay and Toledo interests 
financing the test wells have leased 
drilling rights to some 1,500 acres 
of farmland in the district where 
their operations are being conducted.

Repair Of Four
Streets Delayed

Re-surfacing parts of four Bluff
ton streets in a late summer improve
ment program has been delayed by 
failure of the contractor to complete 
another job, and work will not get 
under way here until some time 
next week, according to present in
dications.

In the fall project planned for the 
town, new tar-chip surfaces will be 
placed on parts of Jackson street, 
Thurman street, Spring street and 
Elm street.

A two-block stretch of Jackson 
street will be re-surfaced from Grove 
street to College avenue; and a new 
surface will be placed on Thurman 
street from Washington street to 
Main street.

On Spring street, a new surface 
will be applied from High street to 
Franklin street. In preparation for 
the improvement program existing 
surface of both Thursman and Spring 
streets was torn up by the town’s 
road scraper.

The Elm street improvement will 
embrace widening of the thorough
fare from the curve at the Gid Lug
inbuhl residence to the Berryhill res
idence near the bridge over Little 
Riley creek. The present street will 
be widened 10 feet in front of the 
new residence* erected during the 
last two years along the 200-yard 
strip.

Aluminum Covering
For Church Steeple

Wooden steeple of St. Mary’s Cath
olic church at North Lawn avenue 
and West Elm streets is being cov
ered with aluminum. A new oil 
burning furnace is also being in
stalled in the chuch.

Orange Township
Youth Has Polio

Roderick Nonnamaker, 20, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Nonnamaker 
of Orange township is a polio pa
tient in Lima Memorial hospital.

He was removed to the hospital 
in the Basinger ambulance Tuesday 
night and the case was reported as 
polio Wednesday morning. No de
tails of his condition have been re
ceived here.

Housewife Escapes; 
Stove Wrecked As

Cooker Explodes
Mrs. Charles Lauby, Bluffton 

religious education instructor 
narrowly escaped death or 
serious injury Tuesday morning 
when a pressure cooker blew 
up in the kitchen of her home on 
South. Jackson street.

The gas range on which she 
was cooking was demolished by 
the explosion and Mrs. Lauby 
standing nearby, narrowly escap
ed being hit. “I missed death by 
about six inches”, she said later.

In the mishap, the exploding 
cooker flew to the ceiling, knock
ing plaster loose and then fell on 
top of the stove. The explosion 
occurred about 7:15 a. m.

Rising Costs Hit Bluffton High Sports 
Program; Fewer Make Football Trips

WORK OF LAYING 
TELEVISION CABLE 
MAY START SOON
Toledo to Cincinnati Line Right 

of Way Within a Mile of 
Bluffton

Television Sets Here Get Broad
casts from Cleveland- 

Chicago Line

With completion last week of the 
new $13,000,000 televisions, cable 
system between Cleveland, Toledo, 
Detroit and Chicago, it is expected 
hat work soon will be started in 

installing a branch cable which will 
pass just outside of Bluffton city 
limits on its route between Toledo 
and Cincinnati.

Inauguration of use of the new 
network system was last week, and 
the first tangible results so far as 
Bluffton was concerned came last 
Saturday when local television 
receivers picked up the Purdue-Notre 
Dame game from South Bend, broad
cast from Toledo after being 
received over the cable from Chica
go.

The broadcast was of particular 
interest to local fans following the 
fortunes of Bluffton’s Neil Schmidt, 
a Purdue backfield man, and the 
crowds who witnessed the game over 
the few receivers here said that 
reception was sufficiently good to 
recognize Schmidt easily.

Anticipate Installation
Installation of the television cable 

from Toledo to Cincinnati is expect
ed either late this fall or early next 
spring, now that the principal net
work has been completed between 
the major cities on the Great Lakes.

The underground cable carrying 
television and radio programs will 
pass within one mile of downtown 
Bluffton.

Connecting Toledo and Cincinnati, 
the coaxial cable misses towns but 
will follow a route paralleling the 
Dixie highway. Its nearest approach 
to Bluffton will be on the Amos 
Thut farm, one mile north of the 
downtown business section.

Other farms on which the cable 
will be laid in this area include those 
of Welty Brothers, Ed Lugibihl, 
Ezra Moser, Nelson Diller, Bigler 
Brothers, H. P. Huber, Guy Eiken- 
bary and Harvey Gratz.

Farmers are paid on a footage 
basis for right-of-way privileges. 
A. T. and T. representatives explain
ed that the cable will be sheathed 
in lead and buried in the ground 
with a ditching machine.

They expect no need of mainten
ance and there should be no occa
sion to dig up the line.

Visits Here After
Return From Europe

Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Luginbuhl of 
Lakewood and their daughter Miss 
Kathryn Luginbuhl of Washington 
spent the week end visiting his 
brother Sam south of Bluffton and 
other relatives and friends.

Mr. Luginbuhl returned two weeks 
ago after a 47 days’ tour of Europe, 
visiting France, Switzerland, Hol
land, Belgium and England.

Formerly employed in the internal 
revenue division of the treasury de
partment in Washington, he has re
cently retired.

Only One Bus Load of Players 
Goes On Out-of-Town Grid 

Trips This Year

Athletic Equipment Costs 40 
Per (ent More; Gate Ad

mission Unchanged

With rising costs affecting the 
Bluffton High school athletic pro
gram this year, only one bus-load of 
players is making football trips in 
comparison with the two buses that 
have carried Pirate squad members 
out of town in previous seasons.

With only one bus in use, the 
squad for out-of-town trips will be 
limited to 26 men, plus two man
agers and two coaches, it was an
nounced this week.

Last year when two buses were 
operated, the entire squad of 30 
made all football trips.

In addition to the savings repre
sented in operating one less vehicle, 
athletic officials pointed out this 
week that there also will be consid
erable economy effected in buying 
food for fewer squad members out 
of town.

$500 for Meals

Meals for players last year cost 
the local school in excess of $500, 
an expenditure which has made it 
virtually impossible to continue tak
ing the entire’squad on out-of-town 
jaunts.

Inter-squad competition may be in
tensified by the decision to limit the 
number of players making the trips 
to foreign fields, for Coach Lowry 
said this week that there is oppor
tunity for any candidate to qualify 
as one of the 26 lucky boys selected 
on the traveling squad.

However, the roster will be ro
tated to give every one of this year’s 
38 candidates at least one out-of- 
town trip.

Costs have been felt all the way 
through in the .high school athletic 
program, Coach Lawry said. Since 
the war prices of athletic equipment 
have advanced roughly 40 per cent, 
but gate admission charges remain 
unchanged for games here.

Music Program
Sunday Afternoon

Nelson Hauenstein, flutist and 
Roger Hauenstein, organist, will pre
sent a music program open to the 
public in the Presbyterian church, 
Sunday afternoon at 3:30 o’clock.

Both are connected with the Uni
versity of Michigan School of Mu
sic at Ann Arbor where Nelson is 
instructor in woodwind instruments 
and ensemble and also teaches in 
Detroit. The feon of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney Hauenstein, he is a graduate 
of Eastman School of Music, Roches
ter, N. Y., and has a master’s de
gree in music from the University of 
Michigan.

Roger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Hauenstein, is a student at the Uni
versity School of Music and organist 
it the First Church of Christ, Scien
tist, of Ypsilanti, Michigan, also 
teaching privately in that city.

Vertner Estate Is
Valued At S26,000

Estate of Hazel Vertner, late of 
Beaverdam, was estimated at $25,000 
in papers filed last week in Allen 
county probate court.

A son, Lloyd F. Bowler, Tiffin, 
and a son-in-law, Lester L. McEl
wain, Lima, were nanied executors.

College Homecoming Queen and Attendants 22-INCH MAIN ONE

Elizabeth Brand Howe Martha Lee Yoder Janice Welty 
attendant queen attendant

AfARTHA Lee Yoder, senior, will 
be crowned Bluffton college home

coming queen at the annual campus 
festivities to be held Saturday, Octo
ber 9, it was announced the first of 
the week. Her home is in Topeka, 
Indiana.

Her attendants will be two seniors, 
Janice Welty of Pandora and Mrs. 
Roger Howe of Bluffton.

Crowning of the queen will take 
place in the morning at 10:30 o’clock 
when she will receive the crown 
from Herman Hershberger, president 
of Varsity “B”, college athletic or
ganization.

From a list of five candidates 
chosen by Varsity “B”, Martha Lee 
received a majority of votes cast at 

(Continued on page 10)

OF MAJOR TRUNK 
LINES IN COUNTRY
Bluffton on Lima-Toledo Route 

Mapped by Buckeye Pipe 
Line Co.

*ipe is Being Shipped for 
Estimated Six Million 

Dollar Project

BUTTER PRICES 
SKID TO LOWEST

LEVEL IN YEAR
Butter at 66 Cents Pound Wed

nesday Lowest Since 
October 1917

Butterfat Market Breaks to 62 
Cents; Eleven Cents Under 

I>ast Week

Butter at 66 cents a pound in 
Bluffton food stores Wednesday was 
selling at the lowest figure since 
October 1947. Wednesday’s price 
represented a two-cent drop in the 
price since the first of the week for 
89-score butter.

Other prices were 75 cents for 92- 
score and 76 cents for 93-score 
grades.

The new butter ac
companied a sharp break in the 
market for butterfat quoted here 
Wednesday morning at 62 cents, a 
drop of 11 cents under the price a 
week ago.

Wednesday’s market was described 
as weak and some sources anticipat
ed still lower butter prices by the 
end of this week.

BY HARRY U HAU

Editor’s Note—This is one 
of a series of articles to appear 
in the Bluffton News dealing 
with early Ohio history. Others 
will appear in forthcoming 
issues.

Pride of Pigeon Roost 
Ridge

The 17-year-old kid turned for a 
last look at the little red school
house, kicked at a thistle by the 
roadside and with angy tears in his 
eyes shuffled down the Logan road. 
Januarius Aloysius MacGahan just 
had been refused a job teaching his 
home town school—too young and in
experienced, the schoolboard ex
plained.

Januarius never wanted to see Pig
eon Roost Ridge again. “I’m through 
with this unappreciative place,” he 
declared. “And I’ll make it proud of 
me but I’ll never come back—never 
so long as I live,” the disappointer 
boy vowed. That was in 1861 and 
MacGahn kept his vow.

The boy shook the dust of the Lo
gan road off his brogans forever and 
found a school to teach at Hunting
ton, Indiana. He taught there for 
two winters then sent for his moth
er and the rest of the family.

Born in Perry County
MacGahan was born June 12, 1844, 

in the humble cabin at Pigeon Roost 
Ridge, three miles south of New Lex
ington, Perry County, on the road 
to Logan. He was the son of James 
MacGahan, from County Derry, Ire
land, and Esther Dempsey, of mixed 
Irish and German descent, who were 
married in St. Patrick’s church in 
1840 and settled on a little farm 
nearby.

When the boy was six his father 
died and left the widow in very poor 
circumstances but by constant labor 
on the little farm she managed to 
keep her little flock together in the 
cabin in the woods and permit them 
to get some sort of education.

Januarius, effeminate and mild- 
mannered, was far ahead of the oth
er scholars in the school and by the 

(Continued on page 10)

Neil Schmidt Emerges As Potential
Purdue Grid Star In Notre Dame Tilt

Former Bluffton High Ace 
Looks Good In Ding-Dong 

Contest With Irish

Alt ho Only Sophomore, Bluff
ton's Only Big Nine Player 

Sees Plenty of Action

Neil Schmidt, who made gridiron 
history in a spectacular career at 
Bluffton High school, likely will re
peat that achievement as a backfield 
star in the Big Nine if his accomp
lishments last Saturday with Pur
due against Notre Dame are any 
indication as to what may be ex
pected in the future.

A sophomore member of the pow
erful Purdue team, Schmidt did a 
bang-up job in his backfield chores 
against the rugged Notre Dame 
team, always one of the best in the 
nation, in a game in which the Irish 
barely topped Purdue, 28 to 27.

It was Schmidt’s first taste of Big 
Nine competition, but he measured 
up to the responsibilities of the as
signment just as capably as he met 
challenges when he was what many 
believe the outstanding Bluffton High 
backfield star of all time; and as he 
did once before when he covered him
self with glory in an Ohio All-Star 
High school game, after being the 
first Class B representative ever to 
make the select squad.

Draws Attention
Incidentally, it was his perform

ance in that state all-star tilt that 
brought him to the attention of Pur
due coaches and ultimately took him 
to the Indiana school.

In his first season as an eligible1 
member of the Purdue team, Schmidt 
is moving in fast company in break
ing into the backfield lineup, for all 
of Coach Stu Holcomb’s last year 
regulars are back in their positions 
and Schmidt also is competing 
against two other lettermen holdover 
backs.

However, against Notre Dame last 
Saturday, Schmidt was the first 
backfield substitute to enter the game 
for Purdue; he stayed in there for 
some time; and went back in on 
quite a few other occasions to help 
his team in the assault that nearly 
upset Notre Dame for the first time 
in three years.

Sets Up Touchdown
Schmidt it was who reeled off one 

of the longest Purdue runs of the 
afternoon; a 32-yard dash in which 
he nearly broke free to score. He 
set up one touchdown when he snag
ged a long 51-yard pass to put the 
Purdue team deep into Irish terri
tory, and from where Purdue’s Quar
terback DeMoss finally went on 
across the goal.

On several other occasions he 
sparkled offensively, and he showed 
up equally well in defensive play; 
to provide adequate proof that op
posing teams will see plenty of him 
during the remainder of the season, 
despite the fact that he is only a 
sophomore in his first year of big- 
time play.

In addition to his showing in foot
ball, advance word from Lafayette 
indicates he also will be one of the 
regulars on the Purdue basketball 
team this fall; another game in 
which Schmidt was a high school 
star here.

Attends Milwaukee
Optometric Meeting

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Bixel have 
returned from Milwaukee, where 
they attended a conference the first 
of the week dealing with, relations of 
optometry to the problem of the re
tarded reader.

BARN RAZED WHEN 
FIRE STARTS WITH 
NO ONE AT HOME
$10,000 Loss In Conflagration 

on Millard Herr Farm 
Near Town

livestock, Farm Equipment, 
Hay And Grain Lost; Partial

Insurance Coverage

* S*. Zi f* to • A • 1
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n completely de
I u 
stro]red a 1

barn containing ives OC||i
equiyiment and gr;tin early last
Wednesday evening on the Millard 
Herr farm, one mile south of Bluff
ton on the Bentley road.

With no one home when the con
flagration started, the structure was 
a mass of flames before the Bluffton 
fire department was summoned, and 
firemen could do nothing beyond 
preventing the spread of flames to 
other buildings.

Damage, estimated at $10,000, was 
covered partially by insurance.

The alarm was sounded by Mrs. 
Herr, who had been in Bluffton visit
ing her sister, a patient in the Com
munity hospital. She returned home 
to find the barn in flames.

Her husband, who had been work

wagons, other farminge quipment, a 
registered bull, two saddle horses, a 
pony, coon dog, a milking machine, 
130 bushels of seed wheat and 50 
tons of hay.

ing in a back field, arri ved on the
scene at about the same time, after
seeing heavy s moke rolli ig skyward
from the direction of his home.

By that tim e, the fire had gained
such headway that it was impossible
to save eithe r livestock or equip-
ment in the barn.

The loss included, a tractor,

Births
The following births at Bluffton 

hospital:
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Allgire, Co

lumbus Grdve, a boy, Michael Ray, 
last Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Little, Rawson, 
a boy, Paul Leroy, Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Spitnale, Mc
Comb, a boy, Jerry Lynn, Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Moser, Jr., 
Bluffton, a boy, Ronald Wayne, this 
Wednesday morning.

♦ • ♦

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Porter, Bluff
ton, a boy, Stephen Harry, born 
Sept. 20 at Lima Memorial hospital. 
Mrs. Porter is the former Dorothy 
Oberly.

With The Sick
Med Murray is a medical patient 

in Bluffton hospital.
Rell Potee is ill with complications 

at his home on Mound street.
Mrs. Peter Badertscher continues 

in a serious condition at Bluffton 
hospital as the result of burns which 
she sustained September 17 when her 
clothing caught fire while burning 
corn fodder in the garden of her 
home on Poplar street.

Further improvement is reported 
in the condition of George Gris- 
more, Bluffton high school student 
who is a polio patient in Lima Me
morial hospital. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Grismore north
west of Bluffton.

One of the nation’s major trunk 
lines for the transportation of oil
will go through Bluffton when the
new 22- inch mai nt is laid thru here
by the Buckeye Pipe Line Co., of
Lima, is a part of an expanded
project to bring oil from Oklahoma
and otller mid-rvest field s to the
northern

Const
industri

ruction <
d area.
>f the aew line,

which u ill be the ninth in the Buck-
cm thru Bluffton, is expect-

ed to b<
of the Buckeye pipe line

network thru hei•e roughly parallels
the Nickel P late railroad right-of-

In application to the O lio Public
Utilities Commiss ion last spring, the
Buckeye company listed ap proximate
cost of the new line from Lima to
Toledo md brane h line to Cleveland
at $6,000,000.

22 Inch Main Line
In additi 

from Lima

nlanc

on to the 
to Toledo, t 
d Cygnet, _

22-inch pipe 
hru Bluffton, 
the company

aiso plans
from Cygnt tn Clcvclai

Preparing for mstal ation of the
new line, supplies of p ipe are being
built up no1 
ing Green

iv in Findlay 
and Toledo.

Lima, Bowl

A total rif 54 freight cars of pipe
nave been. delivered so far in Find-
lay, witK 70 more i i^pected this
month and 40 more in November, it
is announce»d. In Lima , 200 cars of

Pastor From Germany 
Sunday Night Speaker

pipe are said to have been delivered.
In financing the 22-inch line, the 

Buckeye firm asked the Public Utili
ties Commission for authority to is
sue $6,000,000 worth of 15-year
debentures at 3Mi per cent interest.

Dr. Dirk Cattepoel, paste r of the
Mennonite church in Kref<?ld, Ger-
many, will speak at the un [On SFFV-

ice in St. John’s Reformec church,
Sunday night at 7:30 o’clock. The
service is under auspices of the
Bluffton Ministerial association.

Dr. Cattepoel, pastor of the Kre-
feld church for the past elex en years
has written extensively on current
problems of European ch ristianity
and is entirely familiar wit i the in
side story* of current relig cus con-
ditions in Germany.

He came to this country last sum
mer to address the Mennonite World 
conference in Gashen, Indiana, and 
Newton, Kansas.

Funeral Rites Held
For Niswander Baby

Graveside services were held Sun
day afternoon in Maple Grove ceme
tery for Larry Dean Niswander, in
fant son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur 
Niswander, Jackson street, who died 
shortly after birth Saturday in Bluff
ton Community hospital.

Rev. V. C. Oppermann, pastor of 
St. John’s Reformed church, officiat
ed at the service.

In addition to the parents, sur
vivors include a brother, Edward; 
the maternal and paternal grand
mothers, Mrs. Olivia Niswander and 
Mrs. Mary Greetham, of Findlay.

New Jersey Couple
Treated At Hospital

An Elizabeth, N. J., couple re
turning from a honeymoon trip tn 
Chicago, were treated in Bluffton 
Community hospital Saturday night 
for injuries received early in the 
evening when their car overturned 
twice on U. S. Route 30-N, three 
miles east of Beaverdam.

Injured in the mishap were Elmer 
Brown, 21, and his wife, Eleaine, 19.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Stearns of 
Spring street and Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Moore of Chicago attended a 
football game at Heidelberg college, 
Tiffin, Saturday. David, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Steams, is a member of 
the college band.
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