
A Good Place to Trade A Good Place to Live
A NEWSPAPER DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF BLUFFTON AND VICINITY

VOLUME LXXIV NUMBER 17

a neighborhood gath-

was

Notice

sprangof

Four

Albert Wink-
Births

long,

sum-

Building New House

and Mrs. Robert King, Bluff
boy, Daniel Richard, Thurs-

the 
the

said 
the

from 
from

of fcw° incumbent con- 
in the field; one justice of 
will be a new one, and at 
or two township trustees

Chicken thieves are reported act
ive in the Bluffton area and farmers 
are asked by authorities to be on 
the alert. Any clues or depredations 
should be reported to authorities.
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Mrs. Lillian Dunifon has started 
construction of a new residence on 
Garau street opposite the hospital.
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to 50 miles from the earth, but in
asmuch as theya ppear about the size 
of a grain of sand, most of them 
will be burned out before they hit 
the earth.

They will be visible in many parts 
of the sky, although they appear 
to come from the constallation Per
seus which rises at 11 p. m.

The Perseid meteors are debris 
left in the orbit of Tuttle’s comet of 
1862 and the show is usually one 
of the best of the year, unless bril
liance of the moon interferes.
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Two new school buses have been 
purchased by the Bluffton board of 
education, to replace a pair of nine- 
year-old vehicles, retirement of which 
is provided by law.

In the purchase, the board ordered 
one International and one Ford bus, 
with delivery to be made before the 
opening of the fall school term.

According to state law, school 
buses should be replaced every eight 
years, but the two vehicles now be
ing taken off school routes have been 
in use for nine school terms.

In addition to the two new buses, 
the board also will operate one older 
International and a Chevrolet bus. 
New stop lights, of an improved type 
prescribed by law, are being installed 
on the older buses.
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event, the town was jammed with 
shoppers last Friday and Saturday, 
and the crowds which came early 
stayed late.

In addition to the free movies, 
youngsters 
free offers, 
cones and 
given away
Dollar Days a success with them.

Enthusiastic response to Dollar 
Days here came at a time when 
many cities were reporting lagging 
retail sales, and helped local mer
chants establish volumes comparable 
with any sale in history.

Delivery of Buses to be Made 
at Opening of School Here 

in September

Case Believed to be First In
stance of Disease Originat

ing in Town

Glen Slusser, son of Mrs. Ira Slus
ser of Cherry street will be high 
school principal at Avon Lake, near 
Cleveland for the coming year, it 
was learned the first of the week.

Slusser, previously instructor in 
history and government in that 
school, holds a master’s degree from 
Duke university and during World 
War II served for three and one- 
half years in the navy, being re
turned to inactive duty with rank 
of lieutenant.

Before teaching at Avon Lake, he 
was instructor for five years in the 
high school at South Amherst, Lor
ain county.

Mrs. Albert Ingalls, 25, in 
Lima Memorial Hospital for 

Treatment
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Holders To B

Concrete foundation for Bluffton 
college’s new $250,000 gymnasium
auditorium building is being poured 
this week, and construction of ex
terior walls will get under way 
soon.

The new structure is located on 
the north portion of the campus, a 
short distance east of Lincoln hall 
and behind Science hall. The work 
is being done by the Robert Miller 
contracting firm of Columbus Grove.

Erection of the new building will, 
be the largest construction projject 
in the Bluffton area this summer. 
It will be a modern structure in 
every respect, for use both as a 
gymnasium or as an auditorium.

Walter Zimmerman, basketball 
coach at Bluffton College, is among 
the 115 coaches registered for the 
5th annual New York State Coach
ing School to be held at the River 
Campus of the University of Roch
ester, August 22-27, under the spon
sorship of the New York State Pub
lic High Schools Athletic Associa
tion.

Zimmerman will be graduated 
from Bluffton College in 1950.

“Happy Days Are Here Again” Is Theme 
Song Of Bluffton’s Big Dollar Days

Garden truck grows big this sum
mer—in the Bluffton News window 
attracting attention are yard long 
beans raised by Horace Stratton 
south of Bluffton and four cucum
bers raised from the garden of Mrs. 
Paul Ludwig. The cucumbers, meas
uring from 9 to 11 inches 
average one pound each.

Dollar Days in Bluffton last Fri
day and Saturday - left everybody 
in a happy frame of mind, and 
anxiously looking forward to the 
next repetition of the semi-annual 
event.

Wearing broad smiles at the close 
of the big two-day sale were shop
pers who found stores jammed with 
bargains; merchants who did a 
record volume of business, and up
wards of 1,000 kiddies who saw free 
movies at the Carma theatre, Fri
day and Saturday.

Demonstrating the drawing power 
of Bluffton’s Dollar Days sales
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Harry E. Kettlewell, of Findlay, 
has been hired to teach mathematics 
in Bluffton High school, replacing 
Sidney C. Settler, instructor for 
many years., who resigned this 
mer.

Kettlewell has a B. S. degree 
Miami and a Master’s degree
Michigan State. He was an ensign 
in the Navy during World War II.

The new instructor is single and 
25 years old.

Eight small toads were 
—literally—on a diet of 
bugs here Tuesday night, 
are pets of Ted Cunningham, Jr., 
12, who with his sister, Nancy, 9, 
are visiting at the home of their 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. 
Baumgartner of South Main street.

The animals ordinarily subsist on 
a diet of small worms, young Ted 
explained, but Tuesday night he de
cided to vary the menu and sub
stituted lightning bugs, whereupon 
the toads became luminous, first in 
their heads and later in their bodies.

Light-fingered burglars who left 
no fingerprints last Thursday night 
broke into a fireproof safe in the 
Bluffton college registrar’s office and 
made off with its cash contents 
amounting to $20.

Allen county sheriff’s deputies who 
were here last Thursday morning to 
make an investigation of the burg
lary were unable to find any finger
prints oi’ other clues.

There was plenty of evidence that 
a robbery had been committed, how-, 
ever, for office files were scattered 
over the floor, and a large hole had 
been chopped into the fireproof

The safe is of composition 
terial, designed particularly to 
tect records from fire rather
serving as a burglar-proof deposi
tory, college officials said.

Office of President L. L. Ram- 
seyer, adjacent to the registrar’s of
fice, also had 
apparently the 
sented the only

Entrance to 
gained through
door. First report of the burglary 
was made Friday morning when a 
summer school student discovered 
the office door standing open.

Dr. Ramseyer had been in his of
fice until 9:30 p. m. on the preced
ing night, and it is assumed the rob
bery occurred sometime between then 
and the following morning.
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Bluffton’s turnover in elective 
fice holders next January 1 will 
the greatest in the history of the 
town, and an earlier trend which 
found few municipal officers seek
ing re-election was continued during 
the last week when board of educa
tion members whose terms expire 
at the end of this year declined to 
be candidates.

Of 23 candidates seeking the 12 
elective posts in the municipal gov
erning setup only three are incum
bents; and two of the three are 
candidates for the board of public 
affairs. For the other nine muni
cipal Offices, Councilman Frank Todd 
i< the only candiate now in office.

In the board of public affairs race, 
Forrest Stainman and Harvey Beid- 
ler are the 
and should 
servie with

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hahn will hold 
open house at their home on 
Elm street, Sunday afternoon 
2 to 5:30 o’clock in honor of 
Golden Wedding anniversary.

The afternoon open house will fol
low morning service at the Meth
odist church when the couple will 
receive special recognition and a 
family dinner at the noon hour.

Mr. and Mrs. Hahn were mar
ried here August 16, 1899, at the 
home of the bride’s parents and have 
resided in Bluffton since that time. 
Mr. Hahn, now employed by the 
Steinman Lumber company, was 
formerly identified with the oil field 
here and for 36 years was employed 
by the Ohio Oil company.

The couple have three sons: Wil
liam of Lima, Lester, Bluffton, and 
Howard, Findlay, together with two 
daughters, Mrs. Glen Eichelberger, 
Toledo and Mrs. Nelson Steiner, 
Bluffton, also 12 grandchildren and 
one great grandchild.

Heavenly Show Of Shooting Stars
Will Reach Peak Thursday Night

Of 23 Candidates Seeking City 
Posts Only Three Are 

Incumbents

Annual three-day heavenly display 
of shooting stars staged each 
ust by the Perseid meteors will 
its peak on Thursday night, 
ever, a nearly-full moon may 
fere with the view this year.

Visible throughout all of the 
northern hemisphere, best view of 
the shooting stars is obtained after 
midnight. Astronomers say that as 
many as 50 meteors may be ob
served each hour on clear, moon
less nights.

The meteors usually are about 40

Two New School Buses Bought This 
Week To Be Ready First Of Month

in Lima 
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The Statd Health 
department reports a total of 286
cases in Ohio according to a survey 
the first of the w?ek. This is more 
than 50 cases above the number at 
the same time last year.

Department officials said the actual 
number of cases p dbably exceed the 
reported number because of a delay 
in notifying state officials, 
pointed out, however, 
Ohio has not spread 
proportions.

Bluffton’s program

art and 
dropped 

from the high school curriculum by 
action of the board of education in 
the spring of 1948 in a general re
trenchment program to affect 
economies in school operation. How
ever, it is pointed out that with half 
of Leimbach’s salary paid by the 
federal government thru the state 
department of education and Bluff
ton and Beaverdam dividing the cost 
of the balance, expense of maintain
ing the department is comparatively 
small.
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Bluffton Republicans made his
tory at their caucus last Wednes
day night when they nominated a 
minister as candidate for the vil
lage board of education, in drafting 
their ticket for next fall’s election.

The candidate, Rev. V. C. Opper
mann, pastor of the St. John’s 
Emmanuel’s Reformed churches, is 
the first pastor to be a nominee for 
the school board on either party’s 
ballot, veteran political observers 
said, following the caucus.

Running with Rev. Oppermann 
the G. O. P. ticket will be Dr. B. 
Travis, a physician, and Paul

High

Polio struck in Bluffton for the 
first time this summer when Mrs. 
Albert Ingalls, 25, was removed Fri
day night to Lima Memorial hospital 
for treatment. Relatives here said 
that hospital sources are non
committal as to her condition.

She and her husband, a Bluffton 
businessman, occupy an apartment in 
the Mrs. Ada Miller property on 
Bentley road. Her ailment
diagnosed as polio by the attending 
physician following an illness of 
several days.

This is the first case to be report
ed as originating in town, 
here 
youth 
on a

Vocational Agriculture is 
Back in High School Here

Eight Toads Get All Lit Up When 
Fed Illuminating Diet Of Fireflies

BLUFFTON, OHIO, THURSDAY, AUG. 11. 111IH

BLUFFTON MARKETS 
Wednesday Morning

Grain (bushel prices) — Wheat 
$1.72; corn $1.28; oats 58c; soys 
$2.40.

Poultry—Heavy hens 22c; leghorn 
hens 20c; heavy rock fryers 28c: 
heavy red fryers 27c; leghorn fryers 
22c.

Eggs—Large white 55c; large 
brown 54; medium white 47c; 
medium brown 46c; pullets 38c.

Butterfat—59c.

Start Road Program on 22 
Miles in Richland Township

Association to Serve as Clearing 
House In Financing 

Operations

and Mrs. Lyle Crow, Raw
boy, Ted Hilty, Sunday.

and Mrs. Geo. Duffman, Bluff
ton, a boy, Norman Lee, Tuesday.

Mrs. Richard Leiber,
Dennis Lynn,

Smith-Hughes vocational agri
culture will again be taught in Bluff
ton high school during the coming 
year after having been dropped from 
the curriculum for the past year. An
nouncement to this? effect was made 
by Supt. A. B. Murray, Tuesday.

The announcement coming im
mediately preceding the arrangement 
of pupils’ schedules which takes place 
nex| week is expected to attract a 
sizable number of farm boys to 
take courses in the department.

While a number of final details 
remain to be ironed out, the situa
tion has reached the point where 
resumption of classes in vocational 
agriculture is definitely assured, the 
superintendent stated.

Cooperate With Beaverdam
Present plans 

department in 
Beaverdam high 
two years ago. 
then instructor,
equally between the two schools.

Following his resignation here in 
the spring of 1948, Leimbach taught 
full time in Beaverdam last year. 
However, in response to an overture 
of the Bluffton board 
the Beaverdam board 
agreeable to returning 
part-time arrangement 
reported acceptable to

Approval of the plan has been 
granted by the state department of 
education and efforts are now being 
made to reach Leimbach *o cOtain
his formal acceptance of the contract." 
Class schedules for the two schools 
will be made out by Superintendent 
Murray and Supt. Paul Stoodt of 
the Beaverdam schools.

Revive Agricultural Activities
With the vocational agriculture 

department reopened in the high 
school here there would be revived 
student agricultural organizations 
such as Future Farmers of America 
and adult agricultural 
programs which have been 
the past year.

Agriculture, together with 
speech departments was

A number of our readers in 
the Chicago area and points west 
failed to receive the July 28 
issue of the Bluffton News, 
which apparently was miscarried 
or lost in the mails.

We regret that we are unable 
to supply duplicate copies to re
place all those which are miss
ing. However, efforts are being 
made to locate the missing 
copies and if found they will be 
forwarded to their destination.

every summer for a number of years 
and has kept flies jaid mosi 
a minimum is 
definite bearing

Three Terms Expire On School 
Board; All New Candi

dates For Body

Relief from sweltering heat 
which has prevailed here this 
week was forecast as a possibil
ity Thursday. A cool air mass 
moving slowly from Canada and 
the northern plains is expected 
to drop the 95 degree heat to 
more nearly normal temperatures 
over the week end.

Stauffer, former Bluffton 
school instructor.

Sets Precedent
Although Republican action mark

ed the first time a minister ever 
has emerged as a candidate for the 
local board of education, pastors 
have been elected to others offices 
here.

The late Rev. J. Norman King, 
pastor of the Presbyterian church, 
was elected mayor of Bluffton in 
1937; and the late Rev. M. E. Todd, 
also a Presbyterian minister, served 
on the Allen county board of educa
tion when Bluffton was a part of 
the county school system.

Also nominated at last Wednes
day’s Republican caucus were two 
candidates for the township board 
of trustees and one one justice of 
the peace candidate.

Township Candidates
G. O. P. trustee candidates will 

be Waldo Huber and Orlo Marshall, 
who are seeking office to succeed 
Fred Badertscher, Democrat, and 
Watson Steiner, Republican, w’hose 
terms expire. Badertscher is seek
ing re-election on the Democratic 
ticket, but Steiner is not a candi
date.

Stanley Vertner, of Beaverdam, 
was nominated to succeed himself as 
justice of the peace.
ler, of near Bluffton, was named a 
Democratic candidate for justice of 
the peace. Although the* tow’nship 
is entitled to two justices of the 
peace, Vertner is the only one serv
ing, the other post being vacant.

Neither party nominated candi
dates for the two constable offices 
in the tow’nship. Two ways are 
available to fill the places—either by 
a write-in at the November election, 
or by appointment by tow’nship 
trustees. Mr. and 

Beaverdam, a boy, 
Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Snavely, Hol
gate, a girl, Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Badertscher, 
Bluffton, a girl, Janet Kay, Wednes
day morning.

A group from four Mennonite 
churches in the Bluffton-Pandora 
area has completed organization of 
the Mennonite Brotherhood Aid as
sociation, a non-profit body to assist 
young couples in purchasing farms 
and homes.

Going into the financing field was 
decided by the church group with a 
view of encouraging newly married 
couples to remain in this community, 
through assisting them to get a start 
in farming operations.

Churches represented in the 
Brotherhood Aid association include 
Bluffton First Mennonite, Ebenezer, 
Pandora Grace and St. John.

Formed as a non-profit organiza
tion, the Brotherhood filed incorpora
tion papers with the Secretary of 
State on August 1. Incorporators in
cluded Willis Amstutz, David Garber, 
and Howard D. Raid. Agent for 
corporation is Amstutz, and 
papers w’ere filed by Raid.

Clearing House
Informed sources say the organiza

tion will serve principally as a clear
ing house to bring together prospec
tive borrowers and those w’ho have 
money to lend. Much of the work 
will be thru established lending chan
nels such as banks or loan associa
tions.

Activities of the Brotherhood 
largely will be devoted to farm finan
cing, rather than assisting in the 
purchase of town properties. Assist
ance usually will be restricted to 
members of congregations of the 
four participating churches.

Incorporation of the association 
results from a long study made by 
a committee representing the four 
churches, named four years ago, and 
which since has been holding inform
al discussions regarding the matter.

Similar organizations are reported 
functioning thru churches in other 
Mennonite communities in the Middle 
West.

tw’o holdover candidates, 
they be reelected will 
one new’ member.
New Faces

At least five new councilmen will 
fill the six chairs beginning next 
January 1, and there also will be a 
new mayor, clerk and treasurer, for 
none of the incumbents are candi
dates.

In next fall’s board of education 
election none of the members whose 
terms expire are candidates for an
other term.
Triplett and Paul Diller, Republi
cans, and Leland Diller, board pres
ident, a Democrat.

Three new candidates have been 
nominated by each party, and the in
coming members will have control 
of the board since there are only 
tw’o holdovers—Levi Althaus, Dem
ocrat, and Carl Derringer, Republi
can.

Turnover General
Richland township offices to some 

extent also will be affected by turn
over, for the only incumbents in the 
race again include one trustee and 
one justice of the peace candidate. 
Fred Badertscher is the trustee 
candidate up for re-election on the 
Democratic ticket, and Stanley 
Vertner, Republican, is seeking an
other term as justice of the peace.

Neither 
stables is 
the peace 
least one
w’ill be serving for the first time. 
Watson Steiner, Republican, whose 
term expires, is not a candidate for 
re-election.

Municipal incumbents who have 
dropped from the race include 
Mayor Arden Baker, Town Clerk 
Charles Emans, Treasurer Sidney 
Stettler; Councilmen Charles Auk- 
erman, Wilford Geiger, Armin Hau- 
enstein, Don Patterson and Chester 
Stauffer, and Board of Public Af
fairs President Edgar Conaway.

Resurfacing 22 miles of Richland 
tow’nship roads at an estimated cost 
of $17,465 will be started the latter 
part of this month, it was announced 
this week by township trustees after 
complete plans for the improvement 
program had been drafted.

In the late-summer project, im
provements will be made to nine and 
one-half miles of five township roads 
at a cost of $8,420.82; and to 12*2 
miles of county roads in the town
ship at a cost of $9,044.98.

Tow’nship roads on which resurfac
ing is scheduled include the Fett, 
Rockport, Lugabill, East County Line 
and State. Three county roads also 

■ w’ill be improved: Bluffton-Columbus 
Grove, Phillips and College roads.

Seal Coat Surface
All roads included in the improve

ment program now* are hard-surfaced 
and the work, to be done by county 
road crews, will consist of applying 
a new’ seal coat hard surface. No 
new improved roads will be built.

Final plans for the August wrork 
program were approved by tow’nship 
trustees at a meeting Saturday night, 
following receipt of w’ork schedule 
recommendations made by the Allen 
county engineer.

Cost of improvements to the town
ship roads will be shared by the 
county and township; but the county 
assumes the entire cost of resurfac
ing county roads.

In the township road program, the 
following improvements will be 
made: *

Township Roads
Fett road—from Lincoln highw'ay 

to the Dixie highway, tw’o and three- 
fourths miles; est. cost, $1,528.57.

Rockport road—from west town
ship line to the Napoleon road, one 
mile; est. cost, $613.30.

Rockport road—from Dixie high
way to the Phillips road, one and 
one-half mile; est. cost $4,004.27.

Lugabill road—from the wrest 
township line to the Napoleon road, 
one mile; est. cost, $576.60.

East County Line road—from the 
Lincoln highway to Vermillion com; 
er, two and one-half miles; est. cost, 
$1,533.50.

State road—from Yant road to the 
Dixie highw’ay, one-half mile; est. 
cost, $164.58.

County Roads
Improvements to county roads in 

the township will be as follow’s:
Bluffton-Columbus Grove road— 

from Bluffton corporation to the 
Hilty school, four miles; est. cost, 
$3,624.61.

Phillips road—from north tow’nship 
line to the Lincoln highway, seven 
miles; est. cost, $3,995.83.

College road—from north township 
line to Bluffton corporation, one and 
one-half miles; est. cost, $1,424.54.

A case 
last summer was that of a 
who became ill while employed 
farm.

39 In Lima Hospitals
A total of 39 polio patients are 

reported under treatment 
hospitals. Thus 
been no fatalities.

from

J

1

.at


