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Is Automobile Insurance Expensive?
Not on middle or low priced cars.

One Package
of

Cigarettes
Daily

You will have enough

Bodilv Injury Liability 
$5,000-$! 0,000.

will Property Damage Liabil
ity $5000.

bllV Medical Payments $1000 
per person. 

Comprehensive.

left to celebrate with a Coke or
Caitdy Bar each day.

SIDNEY C. STETTLER, INSURANCE 
204 S. LAWN AVE.

HASKO
TRAY AND TUMBLER SET

They GO together! 4 exquisite HASKO Flying Duck 
Lap TRAYS and 8 sparkling heavy base, (12 oz.) blown 
tumblers with designs to match ... and packaged to 
bring out many "ohs” and "ahs" from the smart hostess.

Many New Gift Items Arriving Daily . . . Shop Our 
Store for Gift Suggestions

Basinger’s Furniture Store
Forty-seven Years of Dependable Service

BY HARR.Y L. HAL*

Editor’s Note—This is one 
of a series of articles to appear 
in the Bluffton News dealing 
with early Ohio history. Others 
will appear in forthcoming 
issues.

Enoch Carson’s 
Harvest Home

“In as much as it is incumbent on 
all men to acknowledge with grati
tude the infinite obligation to Al
mighty God for benefits received—,” 
droned the Reverend John Clark to 
the little gathering of men and 
women in buckskin and home-spun on 
the close-cropped bear-grass in Enoch 
Carson’s beech woods.

It was 143 years ago and Clark, 
first Methodist preacher in Green 
township, Hamilton County, began 
his long-winded, rambling speech 
with the lifted opening quotation 
from Arthur St. Clair’s 1790 Thanks
giving proclamation. It sounded well 
and was an appropriate beginning.

It was late harvest, 1806, and Car- 
son’s beech grove now is in the heart 
of Cheviot, 10,000 populated municip
ality completely surrounded by Cin
cinnati—steadfastly refusing to be 
annexed to the larger city. The oc
casion was the first “Harvest Home 
Festival,” enduring with only a break

Vermillion Bddy Shop
Phone 638-R Route 103, Bluffton

New Trucks
For Immediate 

DeliveryI
F-6 176” Cab and Chassis, 

Two speed axle 8:20X10 
Ply Duals

F-5 154” Cab and Chassis
F-3 3/4 Ton Heavy duty 

pickup, 6 Cyl.
F-2 % Ton Pickup, 6 Cyl.
F-2 % Ton V-8 Pickup

BIXEL MOTOR SALES
131 Cherry St. 
Phone 172-W 

or two in wartime, annually up to 
this day. The 143rd of the miniature 
fairs.is being held this September, 
two days and nights.

Settled in 1805
It is a pretty stoiy and true. 

Enoch Carson was one of the eastern
ers impoverished by the post-war 
depression which followed the Revo
lution. Almost penniless, he camo 
by fiat-boat to Cincinnati and with 
his sons, cut and sold firewood at 
“a bit a load" until he got enough 
money to buy a little wilderness farm 
in Green township. That was in 
1805.

Twenty acres of mixed crops, 
grown among girdled trees too big 
to fell and drag away,—a little plot 
of corn, turnips, cabbages and pump
kins, planted broadcast among the 
potatoes and tomatoes, all came up 
well and the harvest was a bountiful 
one.

The big Carson family would not 
go hungry during the coming winter 
and they were thankful. The toma
toes were planted there by Achsah, 
Carson’s wife, because they were 
beautiful in the green. “Love Apples” 
the pioneers called them, believing 
they were poisonous and not good to 
eat.

Only a few families besides the 
Carsons were yet in the township— 
perhaps a dozen.

So Enoch and Achsah Carson were 
thankful. So were their brood of 
eight smaller Carsons, including 
Enoch Jr.. 3 months, who cooed 
contentedly. The neighboring settlers 
had as good luck, though their clear
ings were not so large.

Thanksgiving Service
The Carsons passed the word 

around asking the neighbors to gath
er in the beech woods for a day of 
celebration and thanksgiving. And 
the neighbors came. So began Green 
township’s nearly century and a half 
of Harvest Home Festivals.

There was “community singing” of 
the oli English folk songs; much 
laughter and chatter, and long before 
sunset the big hampers and baskets 
were emptied and the “vittels” spread 
on bed sheets and table covers over 
the stubby grass. It was a bounteous 
feast.

Everybody made stammering 
speeches, the one by Preacher Clark 
being the longest and most flowery. 
Clark had been in the woods only a 
few months and had walked all the 
way from Muddy creek to the Carson 
clearing for the occasion.

Pioneer Dance
After the big spread, the covers 

were taken up and there was dancing 
under the trees far into the night, to 
the strains of a cracked fiddle and a 
“big bass viol”—simulated by a man 
rubbing his thumb across a hickory 
stick and making the sounds with his 
mouth.

By the time the moon was high 
the little gathering broke up and 
faded into the forest on the way to 
their various cabin homes—all vow
ing to come back next year and do 
it all over again.
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Our biggest gas range sale is now on—it's the Magic Chef Old Range 
Round-Up—and it means real savings for you!
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on Magic Chef t] 
range.
Visit our store—£

They did come back. And so, with
out organization whatever, thu Green 
Township Harvest Home Festivals 
went on until 1854, when an attempt 
at organization was made. The only 
skips were two years during the 
War of 1812.

Organize Society
October 4, 1854. the Green Town

ship Agricultural Society was organ
ized. The first society festival was a 
picnic at Miamitown, on the Great 
Miami River, May 17, 1855. “Every
body gathered at Bethel Church at 6 
o'clock in the morning and went in a 
body to the picnic grounds.”’ Annua! 
memberships were sold at 50 ceijts 
each and next year the festival was 
resumed at the same Garson’s beech 
grove.

The annual Agricultural Society 
Harvest Home celebrations went on 
until the Green Township Harvest 
Home Association was organized 
seven years later to supercede it. 
Memberships still cost 50 cents 
apiece and there were 80 members 
at that time.

The first Association festival was 
held in ‘Carson’s Grove,” Cheviot, 
Friday, August 17, 1860. From the 
original minute book, in beautiful 
handwriting and faded lamp-black 
ink. closed for nearly 90 years, the 
writer is copying:

“The Harvest Home Association of 
Green Township celebrated their an
nual festival yesterday in Carson’s 
beautiful grove just north of Cheviot. 
The day was a magnificent one. the 
cool weather of the past week being 
just sufficiently tempered by the 
ardors of the sun to be comfortable.

3.000 Attend Festival
“There must have been nearly 

3,000 people on the grounds. They 
came on horseback; in wagons, bug
gies, rockaways, barouches, omnibus
es and a-foot, ‘all drest in their Sun
day’s best’ and bent on pleasure, 
though with a frugal mind, for the 
full stores of home-made lunch con
stituted the whole expense of the 
entertainment.” And there was much 
more of the account.

First premiums for best exhibits 
were from $1 down to 25 cents. And 
farmers and farmers’ wives competed 
in great number. William Lingo took 
the 60 cents first prize for best ap
ples and J. Hildreth, first prize, also 
60 cents, for best wheat. Sallie 
Hannaford got 50 cents first prize 
for her sampler mat; and Elizabeth 
Hannaford, 60 cents for her peach 
preserves.

There were the usual dancing, 
singing and many “long and tiring 
addresses—mostly by politicians.”

And on through the Civil War until 
today the association functioned. Its 
festival this year was held September I 
11 and 12 at “Carson’s grove—nowl 
Harvest Home Park, Cheviot. The! 

i City of Cheviot bought the four-acre] 
I tract long ago and besides the yearly 
' festivals, a playground, athletic field, 
[ dancing pavilion and other park 
features are there. It took a $30,000 
bond issue to do it.

Green township residents declare 
with pride that many of the great 
beeches still stand and the second- 
growth now are tall.

Yes We Have No Bananas
Most people will be surprised to 

learn that bananas don’t grow on 
“trees,” the plant being a species 
of the lily family; and that the fruit 
is classed by botanists as a berry. 
The banana plant is an annual, that 
is, it completes its life cycle in a 
single growing season of from 12 to 
18 months. Each plant produces 
only one stem of bananas during its 
lifetime.

FARM 
MACHINERY
See these outstanding values— 
they’re worth money to you

Used Equipment
1 Farmall H tractor complete

ly overhauled with cultivator 
and plow.

1 1946 International K-5 l’/j 
ton truck with stake body. 
Refrigerators—Washing Ma
chines. . \

New Equipment
JUST RECEIVED—
McCormick Deering Corn 

Binders
McCormick Deering Ensilage 

Harvesters & Blowers
McCormick Deering Manure 

Spreaders
McCormick Deering Hammer

mills
McCormick Deering Plows
McCormick Deering Farmall C 

Tractors
McCormick Deering Farntall 

Cub Tractors
McCormick Deering Farmall 

Model H & M Tractors
McCormick-Deering Cylinder 

Shelters.
Clipper Fanning Mills
Fairbanks-Morse platform 

scales.
Order your equipment early.

C. F. Niswander
McCormick-Deering Dealer

Bluffton, Ohio

We Aim to 
Satisfy

Every
Load Insured

G. E. Spallinger 
Trucking

LAFAYETTE, OHIO

Local and Long Distance Hauling

P. U. C. 0. Phone
6204-lrr. 14-2635
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NICKLE PLATE ROAD

CHANGE 
IN 

PASSENGER TRAIN 
SCHEDULES

Effecti/e

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25th
Consult Ticket Agent

NICKLE PLATE ROAD

PHONE

160-W generous support this com-

BASINGER

those best equipped to 
it.

DOI BTS that the 
most satisfactory service is provid
ed by 
supply

The
munity has given to us, and still 
gives in ev< r increasing measure— 
enables us TO OFFER MORE IN 
FINE PROFESSION AL SERVICE 
and always at a cost that is 
determined by those who call us.

AMBULANCE

FUNERAL HOME
BLUFFTON, OHIO

BAUMAN
CtCCTRK StRVlCl

GOOD COSH 
SO YOU OOT HIT BY 
AN AUTOMOBILE .
HOW LON<j MUST 
YOU WEAK THOSE 
BAMDA<jES?

T MY DOCTOR SAYS \
TEN DAYS 

BUT MY LAWYER j
SAYS TEN WEEKS /

DO ALL IN THEIR POWER 
TO SATISFY AND W 

YOuR FRIENDSHIP.

TOU CAN PEST ASSURED

aJBAUMAN ELECTRIC
RESIDENCE 117 EAST KIBLER.

the shirt with the soft collar that

won’t wrinkle... ever

•fa

K
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'• a

new!

Two collar moaera 
l\'ew popular wide
spread and regular. 
In while broadcloth.

$5.95 
to $4.95

VanHeusen century
® REG. T. M. •

A ’ /i
Tremendous news!... a shirt with a collar as soft and 
comfortable as fine linen—that stays fresh, wrinkle-free 
all day long—without starch or stays! !

It’s the new Van 1 leusen Century! The collar is a single 
woven piece of fabric with no fused or stitched layers tq 
work apart or fray. The collar points can’t curl up. Per-1 
spiration won’t wilt it ... work won’t wrinkle it.. 
laundering won’t hurt it! Come in for more comfort... 
more wear... for the new Van Hcusen Century!

Other white and fancy shirts as low as.............. $2.95
The latest Fall Sport Shirts ...........................$3.95 up

GLIDED & DILLER
Bluffton, Ohio


