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Potent Influence For Good in Bluffton For 115 Years
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Methodism In Bluffton
Historical Background

The history of Methodism in Bluffton begins in pioneer days 
and is closely related to the development of this section of Ohio. 
Allen County was established on April 1, 1820. as one of fourteen 
counties carved out of lands ceded by the Indians in the Treaty of 
Maumee. This section, originally Shawnee Indian Reservation, the 
last to be thrown open to white settlement, was included in the 
Piqua Land District, with the land office located at Wapakoneta.

On July 4, 1833, Joseph Jones received from the State of Ohio 
a grant of land of 160 acres in the southwestern quarter of section 
one, Richland township, which includes about the center of the 
present business district of Bluffton. The next year on December 
22, 1834, Jones sold this quarter section to Daniel L. Goble, whence 
we have Goble's addition to the village.

His neighbor on the east was Joseph Deford, who received from 
the State of Ohio another grant of 80 acres on November 22, 1834. 
It was Joseph Deford who built the first cabin within the present 
limits of Bluffton, at the corner of Riley and North Main streets. 
Deford was the owner of the first mill, a little corn-cracker, that 
stood just east of the bridge across Big Riley on U. S. 25, North 
Main street.

Other early land grant holders in the vicinity were Elias Hutch
inson and Green McHenry, 1833; John Carnahan, 1834; Caleb Gas
kill, and his sons Josiah and Budd Gaskill, 1834-35.

As the little settlement grew up around the mill, it was known 
first as Croghan P. O. with the old Post Office located in the log 
store that stod about where the residence of Paul Diller now 
stands on South Main street.

About this time Richland Township was organized in 1835 under 
authority granted by the commissioners of Putnam County on the 
pettition of David Miller and others. David Miller was a shoemaker 
just in from Richland County and through his influence the new 
township was named after his former county—Richland. Henry 
Shank and Daniel Goble were the first justices of the peace, and 
Henry Carter, constable. Richland township remained a part of 
Putnam county until the General Assembly erected Auglaize County, 
February 14, 1848, when it was transferred to Allen County.

About five years after the first cabin was built by Joseph 
Deford, on October 31, 1838, he platted the town into 19 lots, and 
called it Shannon, after Wilson Shannon who was elected Governor 
of Ohio in 1838. It was not until August 17, 1861, that the village 
of Bluffton was organized when Josiah Powell was elected mayor, 
and H. H. Edsall, clerk. And it was not until 1872-73 that the name 
Shanon was changed to Bluffton, although long prior the latter 
name was bestowed upon it.

Cabin Serves For A Church
It was on the land of the Gaskill's in the southeast quarter of 

section eleven, Richland township, that the first preaching services 
were held in the cabin of Budd Gaskill. This cabin stood on the 
site of the last house on the west side of South Main street, now I 
owned by Raymond W. Dirmeyer. The cabin was unusual in that 
it was a two-story log building with an outside stairway leading

Budd Gaskill Phoebe Gaskill
The first Methodist Church service was held in their log cabin

to the upper story according to information of a granddaughter of 
Budd Gaskill, Mrs. Margaret Cunningham-Day, now residing with 
her daughter, Mrs. Evan Basinger at 144 North Spring Street. A 
grandson, Frank Cunningham, resides at 126 Riley Street.

Pioneer Methodists

rthef burials in the Old Cemetery were prohibited, his body was 
id to rest in Maple Grove just to the left of the main entrance.

Since it was "At Budd Gaskill's cabin the pioneer Methodists 
found a home, church, and congregation,” according to a History 
of Allen County, published by Warner, Beers and Company, Chi
cago, 1885, it is of interest to Methodists to preserve for future gen
eration a few of the facts concerning this pioneer Methodist.

Budd Gaskill was a young, unmarried man from near Chilli
cothe, Ross County, who had recently joined the first setlers, and 
after his arrival in Shannon soon found a wife in the person of 
Phoebe McHenry, recently arrived from Pickaway County. A re
corded patent deed in the Allen County recorder's office shows that 
Budd Gaskill entered 40 acres, SW^SE'/i T2S, R8E, Sec. 11, Rich
land Township, in Piqua Land District on 2nd of November, 1835. 
While information is scant regarding these pur Methodist forbears, 
an eged witness recalling the old days says, ’ Phoebe Gaskill could 
sing like a bird,” and that Aunt Peggy (Margaret) Ivers, then the 
twice-widowed mother of Mrs. Budd Gaskill, "was a Methodist to 
her very finger-nails.”

Budd Gaskill's family consisted of three sons—Samuel, Josiah 
and Budd, Jr., the last two being twins, and three daughters— 
Emaline Howard, Margaret Keplinger, and Mary Cunningham. 
Joseph Deford's daughter, Margaret, became the wife of Budd 
Gaskill, Jr.

Photographs of Budd and Phoebe Gaskill are the property of 
their granddaughter, Mrs. Margaret C. Day, through whose courtesy 
their pictures are herein reproduced.

Phoebe Gaskill died in May, 1861, at the age of 42, the Rev. 
Benjamin Powell, Methodist pastor, preaching the funeral. She was 
buried in the Old Cemetery on Thurman Street. Budd Gaskill lived 
some twenty-five years after the death of his wife, and because 
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First Methodist Church And Parsonage
Still standing on Thurman street now the residence of William Ruggley

First Church Property Acquired
It was from land originally granted by the State of Ohio to

Joseph Deford that on July 5, 1850, the pioneer Methodist Trustees 
acquired from Seth McWard title to their first property. To this on 
September 21, 1854, they bought property from John Murray.

It was on this property at what is now 146 Thursman Street, 
that the first Methodist church was erected about 1850. It was a 
one story, frame building, about 25X30 feet, with two doors in 
front, one near each corner, with a window between them. There 
were two windows on each side. This church served well the con
gregation worshipping there until 1873. In fact that building still 
stands on its original site, but has been remodeled into a comfort
able dwelling now occupied by William Ruggley, and owned by 
Charles F. Dillman and wife.

Adjacent to this old church building on the south is the first 
Methodist parsonage, a frame building, still standing at 142 Thur
man Street very much as it was originally, and occupied now, 1949, 
as a dwelling by Robert Murray.

Second Church Property Acquired
As the town of Shannon grew, business gradually moved farther 

away from Big Riley Creek toward the South and West along Main 
Street. Likewise the Methodist sought a site lor a new church 
building. On April 29, 1873, Isaac Charles and J. C. Townsend as 
Trustee of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Bluffton, Allen County, 
Ohio, by warranty deed acquired from John R. Dray and Rebecca 
C. Dray for $500, title to in-lots 122 and 123. These lots were orig
inally numbered 15 and 16 in Goble's addition to Shannon and are 
the lots on which the present Methodist church is situated.
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Second Methodist Church And Parsonage
At the corner of Jackson and Church streets on the site of the present church

The Rev. L. B. Long, pastor here in'1872, started the project for 
a new church, but the corner stone of the second church was laid 
in 1873 under the pastorate of the Rev. A. J. Fish. The building that 
was erected.was of brick and stood out flush to the sidewalk at 
the corner of Jackson and Church streets, with the entrance on 
Church. This brick church cost $8,000, and adjacent to it on the 
east there was erected a brick parsonage at a cost of $2,000. This 
building was finished about November 8th, 1874, accepted by the 
building committee, and on the next day, November 9th, 1874, "I 
moved into the new parsonage—the first inhabitant''--wrote the 
Rev. Jabez S. Blpir, the pastor, under date of October 8, 1875.

A Four Point Circuit
The Bluffton Circuit consisted of four appointments, Bluffton, 

Beaver Dam, Westpoint, and Rockport, wrote Rev. Bla.r, who "found 
the church at Bluffton in debt $1,500 above all prevision for its 
payment, with a small, feeble society to depend upon for this sum, 
and that, too, after having done all that they apparently could do.” 
Further, writes Rev. Blair, ‘ The estimating committee fixed my salary 
at $800 and agreed to pay my movma expenses 1:25.00 and also 
$10.00 for one month's house rent (before the parsonage was fin
ished). Let the Methodists of today take courage!
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Third Methodist Church 
Present structure built in 1916 where the 115th Anniversary Services 

will be held.

The present structure in which the Methodists of 1949 worship 
is the third church to have been erected in Bluffton, and the second 
brick church on the present site. For it we are indebted to the 
Rev. John H. Butler, who was pastor here for three years, 1910-13, 
and who "put a bee in the bonnet for a new church." However 
the present church was built in 1915-16 during the pastorate of the 
Rev. W. R. Burton, who served as President of the Building Com
mittee, with G. R. Bogart as Secretary. At that time the Trustees 
were Wilson Hawk, George Stearns, M. J. Stough, A. D. Lugibill, 
A. C. Spangler, T. A. Kitchen, J. W. Kimmel, William Radabaugh, 
and John Stratton. This church was dedicated or. October 8, 1916, 
with Dr. Albert Edwin Smith, president of the Ohio Northern Uni
versity, the speaker of the day.

Third Parsonage
The present frame parsonag^ next to the church on Jackson 

street was built about 1910-11, under the pastorate of the Rev. John 
Butler, who started the idea for a new church, and who reported 
that "the Ladies Aid Society has accumulated by great diligence 
and hard work $250 which was kept on interest to help in building 
a new church.” After this present parsonage had been built, the 
old brick parsonage was maintained by the Methodist Men's Broth
erhood, "rechristened the Brotherhood Home, and used as a parish 
house for socials, Bible classes, prayer meetings, board meetings and 
other gatherings so necessary to an energetic church," wrote Rev. 
Butler in 1912. In 1915 the old brick parsonage was torn down 
along with the old brick church tojnake way for the present church.

Fifth Anniversary
The week of October 2-9, 1921, was given over to a celebration 

of the first anniversary of the dedication of the present First Metho
dist Qhurch, and the 47th anniversary of the occupancy of the sec
ond church, and probably the diamond anniversary of the building 
of the first church. So wrote Dr. P. Ross Parrish, the pastor here 
from 1918-21. For that occasion Dr. Parrish had prepared a twelve 
page booklet entitled Early History of the Bluffton Methodist Epis
copal Church of Bluffton, Ohio. This booklet was reprinted from 
the Bluffton News, August 18, 1921. Through the courtesy of Mrs. 
Margaret C. Day, granddaughter cf Budd Gaskill, a copy of this 
above history was made available and helped greatly to verify the 
early history of Methodism in Bluffton.

, Twenty-fifth Anniversary
On October 12, 1941, under’the pastorate of the Rev. J. A. 

Weed, who has the record of having served the Bluffton Methodists 
longest, eight years, from 1938-1946, the 25th anniversary of the 
dedication of the present church building on October 8, 1916, was 
celebrated with a special homecoming service.

The Present Sanctuary
Recent History

In June, 1946, Rev. Paul H. Cramer became our pastor, after 
serving four years as a Chaplain in the United States Army. Under 
his ministry oUr church has gone forward, spiritually, materially, 
and in numbers. His leadership is evident not only in the various 
activities of the church and in inter-church activities, but in numer
ous civic and community activities, as well as in District and Con
ference Methodist Youth Fellowship work. During this time the 
Bluffton church has made several building improvements, such as a 
new garage, new furnace for the parsonage, new stoker fed furnace 
for the church, installation of a modern gas range and water soften
ing system in the church kitchen, repairing and releading the 
stained glass windows, sanding and refinishing floors, redecorating 
the sanctuary and basement, together with a forward look toward 
the installation of an organ.

One Hundred-fifteenth Anniversary
The Methodist Church in Bluffton is now celebrating its one 

hundred-fifteenth anniversary since the pioneer Methodists met in 
;Budd Gaskill's cabin on South Main Street. During that time they 
have built three churches—the frame building still standing on Thur
man street, and two brick structures on the present site, corner of 
Church and Jackson.

On Sunday, September 25, 1949, the congregation and friends 
of the First Methodist Church of Bluffton are honored to’ have as 
their guests Bishop Hazen G. Werner, resident Bishop of Ohio, and 
Dr. John M. Versteeg, the Superintendent of the Lima District, who 
will help in the proper celebration of this joyous anniversary oc
casion.

   

THE DAY’S PROGRAM

Sunday School — 9:30 A. M
Mr. Nelson Steiner, Superintendent

.nstallation of the Church School Officers and Teachers
by the Minister  Rev. Paul H. Cramer

The Anniversary Morning Worship
Service — 10:30 A. M.

Rev. Paul H. Cramer, Minister
Organist—Mrs. Robert L. Artman Pianist—Mrs. Dan Trippiehorn

Choir Leader—Mrs. J. S. Steiner
Trumpets—Miss Kay Berry, Mr. David Tschiegg 

Organ Prelude—Chorale ................................. Bach
‘Processional—No. 496  "God of Our Fathers” 
*Affirmation of Faith—The Apostles Creed 
‘Hymn No. 164  "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name” 

(Tune: Miles Lane)
Pastoral Prayer  Reverend Clark 
Response to Prayer  Choir 
Anthem-—"Into the House of the Lord" by Jerome  Choir 
Responsive Reading  Led by Reverend Batterson 
‘Gloria Patri
Worship Through Giving

Stewardship Meditation  Dr. Versteeg 
Offertory—Serenade  Schubert 
Dedication of Gift and Giver
‘"All Things Come of Thee O Lord" . . Choir and Congregation 
‘Prayer

Anthem—"Incline Thine Ear to Me”  Choir 
Scripture Lesson  Read by Reverend Cramer 
Presentation of Bishop Werner .... By Our Lay Leader Mr. Steinman 
Sermon •’.................. Bishop Werner
Prayer after the sermon
‘Hymn No. 287  "A Charge to Keep I Have" 
‘Benediction
‘Three Fold Amen ........................... Choir
Postlude—"The Heavens Are Telling  Beethoven

At Noon
Basket Dinner

Dedication Service — 2:30 P. M.
Organ Prelude—Andante *..................................... Artman
‘Hymn No. 381  "The Church's One Foundation” 
The Call to Worship—Responsively page 621, "The King of Glory" 
Prayer v.........................  Dr. J. H. Butler
Lord's Prayer 
‘The Act of Dedication of our beautiful sanctuary and

improved church building Led by Dr. Versteea 
Prayer of Dedication 
Men's Quartette 
Recognition of older members and former pastors and their families 
Offertory—"The Lost Chord"  Sullivan 
Offering and Prayer 
Dedicatory Message  Dr. McIntosh 
‘Hymn No. 416  "Blest Be the Tie That Binds" 
‘Benediction
Postlude—Recessional  DeKoven

Methodist Youth Fellowship — 6:30 P. M.
Lynn Carmack, President

Topic: "Our Heritage" . Mr. A. J. B. Longsdorf

Union Anniversary Service — 7:30 P. M.
Organ Prelude—Suite Gothic: Choral  Boellmann 
Call to worship
‘Hymn No. 382  "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”
Prayer  Dr. Ramseyer
Choral Response
‘Responsive Reading—-Page 642
Gloria Patri •
Special Music—Duet . . . Mrs. James West and Mrs. Charier, Steiner 
Offertory- rJvening Prayer”  Humperdinck 
Offering
"All Things Come of Thee O Lord”—in unison
‘Offertory Prayer
Anthem—"Great is the Lord”
Scripture—Mark 1:14-18
Sermon—"Our Summons” ........................ Reverend Niswander
‘Hymn No. 268 .......................r......... "Are Ye Able?”
‘Benediction 
‘Choral Response

* Congregation standing
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