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News Our Grandfathers Read
From Issue Of June 13,1912

Miss Anna Freyman became the 
happy bride of Henry Huber, Jr. at 
the home of the bride’s mother, Mrs. 
Anna Freyman, north of Bluffton. 
Rev. Lahr performed the ceremony. 
Mr. and Mrs. Huber left on the inter- 
rurban for a wedding trip to the 
lake area.

Mr. and Mrs. Amos Reichenbach 
welcomed a baby boy.

Alva Lee is carrying the mail at 
Mt. Cory while F. B. Reiter is on 
vacation.

Lydia Fett left for Ft. Wayne 
where she will help in the Bible 
school.

Hector Kibele and Ray Triplett

were in Lima witnessing the aeroplane 
flights at the fair grounds. A Curtiss 
plane was demonstrated.

E. M. Hochstettler and Miss Linda 
Amstutz represented the Reformed 
Sunday school at the state Sunday 
school convention at Columbus.

Mrs. Helen Wells and two sons of 
Mechanicsburg are visiting the form
er’s mother, Mrs. Illa Close.

O. G. Mathias purchased the meat 
market in the Murray business room.

I. B. Stith moved his sawmill to 
Bluffton.

D. W. Bixler was elected vice- 
president of the County Christian 
Endeavor.
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Home Killed Meats
BEEF PORK VEAL LAMB

Pork Roast But, S S',Ude, lb. 35c
PORK STEAK lb. 43c Lean Bulk

SAUSAGE lb. 39c

PICNIC

HAMS ./, rtu lb. 35c
Fresh
Pork Hocks lb. 25c Smoked Hocks lb. 29c

PORK CHOPS S lb. 39c
Pork Loin Roast lb. 39c
Jowl 
BACON 5 lbs. $1.00 Bacon Ends 6 lbs. $1

GRADE A BEEF

STEAK S<M lb. 59c 1
Fes, we will havd Colored Oleo. 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8th 
Large Variety for Your Choice.

Milk 2 quarts 35c Cottage
Cheese 2 lbs. 35c

Cottage Butts v This Ham Has QQp 
ery Little Bone Owv

Bologna 4 lbs. $1.00 Weiners 3 lbs. $1.00

Beef Ground AL lb. 49c
WE NOW HAVE L JCKERS TO RENT

Janies A. Saunders graduated from 
U. S. naval academy at Annapolis. 
He is spending a short vacation with 
his sister, Mrs. Jule Benroth and 
husband.

Misses Viola and Gladys Zehrbach 
and Bertha Nikles accompanied a 
party of Lima girls to Russel Point.

B. F. Biery attended commence
ment exercises at Franklin and Mar
shall college, Lancaster, Pa.

George Lewis is postmaster.
The canoe on the placid waters at 

the water works quarry could tell of 
humorous happenings, so could 
Schumacher and Snyder if they 
would.

After spending 18 months with an 
uncle in Russia, Louis Santschi re
turned home. He also visited Switzer
land. Arthur Santschi is attending 
Miami University.

U. S. Amstutz is making a success 
of his musical instruction at Free
man, S. D. He was conductor of the 
May musical festival held in a large 
tent with a seating capacity of 800.

John Amstutz of Petosky, Mich., is 
visiting his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Abe Amstutz.

BY HARR.Y U HALl

Editor’s Note—This w one 
of a series of articles to appear 
in the Bluffton News dealing 
with early Ohio history. Others 
will appear in forthcoming 
issues.

The Playhouse in 
the Woods

It is an eerie tale worth the tell
ing but having no bearing at all on 
the growth and development of Ohio 
—it just happened here, that is all, 
145 years ago. But the story is so 
homey and so stirring to the hearts 
of every home that it could have 
been yesterday. What happened and 
what was the end ? Your guess is 
as good as anyone’s.

They were sisters, Lydia and 
Matilda Osber, 11 and seven, respec
tively, and they lived at Williams
burg, Clermont County. It was 
afternoon, July 13, 1804, when the 
two girls went into the woods to 
drive home the cows. They followed 
the paths which led to the “big field” 
a mile from the village, where the 
cattle were usually grazing.

Lydia thought that the cows were 
headed the wrong direction and left 

i Matilda to make a detour and head 
them off. When she returned, her 
sister was gone. She wandered 
around and called loudly but got no 
answer. Then, believing that Matilda 

1 had driven the cows on home, start
ed there herself. Then, wandering 
on, she found she was lost in the 
woods. Matilda followed the sound 
of the cow-bells and got home safe 
and sound.

Headed Wrong Way
Night came on and the neighbor

hood was aroused. Soon torches 
were lighting the forest in every 
direction, bells were rung, horns 
were blown and shots were fired to 
let the lost one know the neighbors 
were searching for her. Some traces 
of her passing were seen where she 
had crossed rills and muddy places, 
but all indicated she was going the 
wrong way.

On the third day Cornelius Wash
burn, noted hunter and woodsman, 
arrived with about 500 men and his 
famous hunting dog. That night a 
thousand men hunted the wilderness 
until daybreak. Then the searchers 
were formed into companies anti 
each took a different direciton, meet
ing at night at some common spot. 
Money was collected and sent to the 
settlement for provisions so the 
searchers could stay in the forest 
without leaving it to eat.

Seven days after Lydia Osborn

TO all the many friends who honored us with their pres
ence oxi the occasion of the opening of our new Home 
Appliance Store in Bluffton last Saturday.

. . . . and to all those expressing well wishes ... to those 
who sent the beautiful floral baskets . . . and to everyone 
who assisted in any way. we express our profound thanks.

We take this opportunity to invite you to call at our store 
at any time . . . you will find here a cordial welcome and 
a sincere desire to be of service.

Marshall & Bixel
General Electric — Norge Dealers

Bluffton, Ohio

J

FORT MEIGS, WEST OF PERRYSBURG, OHIO, On State Route 65 
was the site of a battle during the war of 1812 A high stone was shafi 
erected In 1908 in recognition of the men who fought there. Surrounding 
the shaft is a state park which pleasure seekers, such as Joan Arbogast, ii 
foreground, and Phyliss Turner, both of Tiffin, can visit

—Released by Ohio Development end Pubhcity Commissjnn

Organize Staff To Take Census In
This Area Begining First Of April

Lima will be headquarters for 321 
men and women whose job it will be 
to take the national census in six 
counties beginning next April 1, it 
was learned this week.

Enumerators directed by the Lima 
headquarters will be responsible for 
taking the census in Allen, Auglaize, 
Darke, Mercer, Miami and Shelby 
counties.

In addition to the enumerators 
there will be a small staff to direct 
the work. Most of the residents of 
the six-county area handled from 
Lima will meet only the enumerators.

* * *
They will ask the questions, many 

of them highly personal, that the 
government wants answered to find 
out how the country is growing and 
getting along.

Everybody has to answer 10 basic

questions, such as name, race, age 
and sex. Every fifth Ohioan will 
have to remember where he lived a 
year ago, how long he went to school, 
as well as some of the same informa
tion the income tax man demands 
each year.

City dwellers will get additional 
questions about whether they own 
or rent their residence and whether 
they have running water and modern 
plumbing.

* * »
Ohio farmers have a special census 

chore to attend to before they can 
get on with their spring planting.

The 37-question farmers’ special is 
designed to find out practically every
thing about a farmer, from the 
population of his bee hives to the 
number of his “sows and gilts far
rowing.”

was lost more than 1.000 persons, 
many of them from Kentucky, were 
in the hunt.

Find Traces
Washburn found the place where 

the child had slept for several 
nights. Also the canny backwoods
man found where she had picked and 
eaten grapes and whartle-berries. 
The sleeping place was where a tree 
had fallen across another and the 
nich in the logs made a protected 
place for sleeping. The whole crowd 
soon congregated there.

The father, always with the 
searchers, ran one way and another 
calling “Lydia! Lydia!” He was 
like a wild man and lost no moment 
day or night in the hunt.

The eighth morning, the company 
started out abreast, three rods apart, 
with a man in the middle and one on 
each end to blow horns if a trace of 
the child was found. Nothing hap
pened, though the line extended for 
several miles.

On the fifteenth day of the search 
her footprints were found on the 
north fork of Whiteoak creek, in the 
sand where she had crossed the 
stream. They appeared fresh and 
greatly revived hope that Lydia Os
born would be found alive. Then the 
party followed the creek to a large 
blackberry patch where the back
woodsmen found that the girl had 
eaten berries.

Child’s Playhouse
Near the blackberry patch the 

searchers found the playhouse in the 
forest. Neatly built of sticks, over 
which were placed in regular layers 
moss for a roof, it had a little door
way and inside the house, a bed 
made of leaves. Layers of moss had 
been placed over the leaves and the 
whole decorated with wild flowers.

It easily was ascertained that the 
house was the work of a child. There 
in the wilderness, far from home, 
the child had built a miniature 
house, keeping alive the scenes of 
home, parents and the sister who 
had come back.

Lydia must have been there 
several days because she had beaten 
a path from the house to the black
berry patch. But night came on and 
still no sign of the return of the girl 
who had built the playhouse and 
lived in it. The searchers camped 
that night on the creek bank.

The father came to the spot and 
seeing the house cried: “Oh, Lydia! 
Lydia, my child—are you still alive.” 
No answer came.

Captured by Indians, Theory
Next morning a careful investiga

tion disclosed that the tracks near 
the house and blackberry patch were 
several days old. Horse tracks also 
were found and it was thought pos
sible the child had been carried away

by Indians.
Two miles from “Lydia’s camp” as 

the place was called for nearly a 
century afterwards, the searchers 
found her bonnet. Further on was 
an abandoned Indian camp, several 
days old. Further search was deem
ed useless and the hunting party 
returned to their homes. The father 
never gave up the search but 
penetrated the wildest parts of the 
forest and sought her among the 
Indians until the day he died. The 
child was never found.

Washburn declared that the child 
might have been found had the 
searchers not made so much noise 
with horns, bells and guns. These, 
hidden from men just as she would 
from wild animals.

Upholds Hunter’s Theory
One of the searchers, L. W. Clay

pool, of Brown County, upheld Wash
burn’s declaration by relating: “I 
once was lost when eight or nine 
years old, with Jake Ashton, a year 
younger, when we went out early 
one morning to hunt the cows. Soon 
the path gave out and we were lost 
in the flat beech swamps between 
Glady and Glassy runs.

“We wandered around until night, 
coming out at a new road recently 
underbrushed, just at the time an 
infair party of several couples on 
horseback were passing. Though 
lost, and knowing most of them, we 
hid in the brush until they had 
passed.”

Washbum and other oldtime hunt
ers declared that had the searching 
party gone quietly along, noting a 
leaf upturned, a pea vine, brush or 
anything else disturbed, and using 
the keen perceptive intelligence that 
such experienced woodsmen and 
hunters possessed, the child might 
have been found. Many of the hunt
ing party could see nothing except 
when Washbum or others would 
point out to them her tracks on the 
sandbars, beds of leaves or branches 
disturbed.

So goes the true story of Lydia 
Osborn, Clermont County’s lost child. 
She had wondered far—her play 
house was in Brown County, adjoin
ing.

Hogs of all ages may be naturally 
infected with the swine-type brucel
losis. ♦ * ♦

Standard wihdbreak varieties in 
Ohio are Norway spruce, Austrian 
and Scotch pine.* * *

Cream separators flushed with hot 
water just before using will separate 
more cream than when cold. ___

• 'MU’"’ « U'NII W
Liberal feeding of grain will keep 

cows in ■ good body condition and 
stimulate production.

East Orange
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Turner and 

daughter Sandra of Richwood called 
recently on Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Stager, Mrs. Mary Stager and Mr. 
and Mrs. John Boutwell.

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Bowman and 
daughter Myra spent several days 
with the former’s aunt, Mrs. Bessie 
Bedford of Chattanooga, Tenn.

Recent callers on Mr. and Mrs. 
B. J. Boutwell were Mr. and Mrs. 
George Boutwell, of Lima; Mr. and 
Mrs. Orlen Gallant, of near Findlay, 
and C. R. Baker.

Mrs. I. Moore, of Carey, spent the 
week end with Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Tuttle.

Mr. and Mrs. Orrin Inbody and 
children Beverly and Buddy, of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., spent Saturday night 
and Sunday with the latter’s mother, 
Mrs. Fred Boutwell. Mr. and Mrs. 
Edgar Trippiehorn and daughter 
Helen Ann, Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel 
Boutwell and daughters Marbara and 
Marcia were callers.

The Young People of Riley Creek 
Church will meet in the home of

Ted Morris on Tuesday evening.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Stager spent 

Friday with Mr. Will Daniels, of 
near Kenton.

Mrs. George Wagner was brought 
home from the Lima Memorial Hos
pital Saturday and is improving 
nicely.

Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Heldman, of 
Bucyrus, and Jane Smith, of Arl
ington, spent the week-end in the 
C. M. Heldman home.

Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Boutwell 
and daughters were Supnday dinner 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Schaublin.

Mr. and Mrs. Estes Sanders, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ferd Morris and sons spent 
Sunday afternoon with relatives in 
McGuffey.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Amstutz were- 
Sunday dinner guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Mell Long. In the afternoon 
they all called on Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis Lugibihl and daughter of 
Bluffton.

Mr. and Mrs. Rayon Boutwell and 
children Lynn, Lonnie and Ronda Kae 
spent Sunday evening with Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Balmer of Bluffton.

DEAD

LIMA

Thrapp & Warrei

PUBLIC SALE

'Y—Two-row Iron Age High Speed 
ron Age planter; two-row I. H. C. 

r; Hardie 10-row sprayer; King Wise 
trader for pecks, fifties and hundreds; 
;d potato baskets. John Deere A with

tk>n, with grain bed; 7.50X20 tires, good 
forward and hydraulic brakes; one stock 
teel tank; 275 gal. steel tank on legs; 2 
k; grapple hooks.
rnsey bull, 11 months old from an excel-

Due to ill health, I am quitting farming and will sell 
at public auction on the Ray Harris farm, llocated 1 mile 
north and % mile west of Mt. Cory, X9hiA, Hancock 
County Route 37 | |

\CHINERY—1937 A. C. W. C. tractor 
cultivators and power lift for above 
Is for above tractor; 1944 No. 52 Inter- 
ith power takeoff; low down McCormick 
Roderick Lean 7 ft. disc like new; 

f all steel hayloader like new; cultipack- 
>le fertilizer grain drill; McCormick corn
1 999 fertilizer corn planter with tractor 
jws; one wood beam harrow; 10 ft. Mc- 
■; corn cultivator; 6 ft. Deering mower; 
j; walking plow; single shovel plow; 
; John Deere corn sheller; fodder cart: 
rain bed; harpoon fork and trip rope; 85
2 sets slings; extra good set work harn- 
horse collars; stone bed; gas drums;

o wheel trailer and stock rack; 2 10-gal. 
trainer; DeLaval No. 12 electric cream 
log fence; 30 steel posts; 15 gal. No. 30 
oil, block and tackle; posthole digger; 
electric fence machine; platform scales;

condition.
Dodge truck, I1/-? 
rubber, 4 speeds 
trailer; 550 gal. s 
500-bu picket cril 
One purebred Gut 
lent sire and dam

I Kroehler living 
chair, 1 magazin 
master, 1 electrh 
strainer; electric: 
On my farm 4 m

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
room suite, 1 dinette set, 1 occasional 

? rack, 1 table lamp, 1 electric Toast
hotplate, 2 small churns (glass), milk 

.1 fixture lights, some dishes, etc.
les north of Bluffton beginning at 1 o’clock

TERMS—CASH

CLEM SUTER
, Aucts. John Styer, Clerk

STOCK
HORSES, $2.50 - COWS, $2.50 - HOGS, 25c cwt

According To Size and Condition
(Small stock removed promptly)

CA^L
REVERSE

• CHARGES
A I. LEV COUNTY FERTILIZER

(BUCHSIEB /FERTILIZER CO.)

Thursday, Dec. 15th
Beginning at 1 p. m.

The following property:
8 HEAD CATTLE—Guernsey cow 3 yrs. old; 

Guernsey cow 6 its. old; Guernsey cow 5 yrs. old; Guernsey 
heifer 2 yrs. old. These four cattie will freshen soon. 
Guernsey heifer coming 2 yrs. old, will freshen July 26.

Shorthorn st0er, wt. 900; Shorthorn bull 6 months old; 
heifer calf 4 months old.

33 Hogs—7. Brood sows due to farrow last of 
February and first of March; 26 feeder shoats avg. 85 lbs.

15 Head Shropshire ewes to lamb last of March.
POULTRY—150 Purina fed White Rock pullets laying 

75%.'
GRAIN—300 [bu. Clinton oats test 29; 1 bushel 404-A 

DeKalb seed corm
FARMING M 

on good rubber; ( 
tractor; steel whei 
national combine v 
manure spreader; 
McCormick-Deerin 
er; Van Brunt 9-h 
binder; John Deer 
hitch; 2 steel harr 
Cormick stock rak 
side delivery rak 
double shove plow 
Tiffin wagon and g 
ft. new hay rope; 
ess; leather nets; 
wooden barrels; *tx 
milk cans; milk s 
separator; 2 rolls 
Marathon tractor 
steel post driver; 
2 iron kettles and stand; new auto jack; set cultivator 
sweeps; rabbit hutch, feeders and waterers; 8 by 10 ft. 
brooder house; Macomb oil brooder stove; chicken feeders 
and waterers; 10 hole aluminum nest; 2 10-ft. wooden hog 
troughs; steel hog troughs; 2 Sunshine hog coops; 6 by 16 
hog house; hand cart; winter hog fount;'hog self feeder; 
sides for trailer stock rack; shovels; forks; log chains; and 
other articles.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS—Florence Hot Blast heater 
with 21 inch firepot, a real stove; kitchen sink like new; 
also other liousehold articles.

Terms—Cash.

PUBLIC SALE
On my farm 4 miles i/orth of Bluffton on the Hancock- 
Putnam County line, beginning at 1 o’clock

Saturday, Dec. 10
POTATO MACHINES 
planter; one 1 row fli 
power take-off digg< 
sack loader; Boggs < 
5 wire rubber cover 
starter; power lift,[lights and manure loader; F-12 with 
power lift cultivators; corn planter; 7-ft. mower and 16-in. 
undersluug plow; Ford Ferguson tractor; John Deere 2 
bottom 14-inch plftws; John Deere 7 ft. tractor disc; 
Superior lime sow^r on rubber. All machinery in No. 1

MACE RADER, Owner
Thrapp & Warren, Aucts. Lloyd Ewing, Clerk


