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the preservation of our naturad recreational facil 
the program of restoration that will meet with 
creasing success.
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CANVAS
BABY SEAT

Mrs. O. E. Burchett 
25, north of Bluffton 
Cory phone 431

Here are the cute Baby and 
Infant's shoes you've been 

looking for. Our selection is 
complete. Outfit your small 

child with Weather-Birds 
... be assured his 

first steps will be in 
correctly fitted shoes.

TO THE PARENTS of the FIRST 
BABY OF THE YEAR in Bluffton’s 
1950 Baby Derby we will give a 
Merchandise Certificate for $3.00 
worth of Meadow Gold Products— 
Milk, Butter, cream, cottage cheese 
—redeemable at any Bluffton grocery 
or from the Deliverymanj
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for your patronage the past season. We trust that 
we may continue to serve you in the years to come.

THE BLUFFTON COMMUNITY 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

To the Proud Father of the FIRST 1950 BABY— 
the club will give a 

1950 Hunting License

We deliver in
Luther Grieser
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From the precise instruments 
the naval observatory in Washing
ton, and through the great Arling
ton radio towers, America and 
much of the world will learn the 
exact instant when the old year 
has passed and 1950 has taken its 
place. And it is from another haunt 
of science in the capital, The Na
tional Geographic Society, that 
one learns when and where the 
new year begins.

The United States, accustomed to 
ranking itself pretty highly in world 
esteem, has to content itself with 
being about sixth-rate in the eyes 
of Father Time, the society points 
out. For time serves up the new 
year to Australia, Asia, Africa, 
Europe and most of South America 
before he gets around to the first 
of our citizens In Maine.

Then, for three more hours, the 
people of California must munch 
the crusts and pick the bones of the 
old year before they receive a fresh 
helping of time; and the residents 
of Alaska must wait two more hours 
beyond that.

When the New Year actually is 
born it will be 7 a. m. December 
31 in our eastern cities; 6 a. m. 
the central time zone; 5 a. m. 
the mountain zone, and 4 a. m. 
the Pacific coast states.

While the New Year celebrations 
in all countries are basically simi
lar, there are many interesting 
variations and special features. For 
example, in Great Britain the 
king’s honor list provides a large 
topic of conversation on New 
Year’s day. The wassail bowl is 
an important part of the New Year 
observance in England, and “open, 
house’’ is generally kept in town 
as well as country.

New Year’s customs always have 
had a joyful theme. Few tears ever 
mark the death of the old year, but 
there is always gladness at the ad
vent of the new era which mankind 
always hopes will prove to be bet
ter than the old one.
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Happy New Year 
to the Com

Cordial Good Wishes To All Our 
Friends, and Many Thanks . . .

So deep-seated was the general 
belief in the “first thing” determin
ing “future things” that even after 
the festival was declared a general 
holiday, many clung to their old- 
time beliefs, and to insure work 
for the coming year would set the 
pace by spending at least an hour 
or two in some useful pursuit.

The first day of the year has 
been more generally observed 
than any other holiday and over 
a longer period.
Omens of good luck have always 

been associated with the new year, 
all founded more or less upon the 
belief that a supreme power was 
vested in some unseen deity who 
could bring good luck if properly 
appeased, or mete out punishments.

The Romans named their new 
year in honor of Janus, the two- 
faced god, who had the power to 
look back over the past and also, 
in a phophetic way, could look into 
the future.

He was represented with a 
key in his hand symbolizing 
his power to open doors and 
gateways, and this holiday was 
one of great gayety lasting sev
eral days.
The festival was not observed in 

midwinter, but in the spring, when 
the Roman year began, and had 
only 10 months. Later, when two 
months were added to the calen
dar, January and February were 
placed at the beginning of the year 
and New Year was celebrated on 
the first of January.

The “first foot” — the first per
son to enter the house on New 
Year’s day — plays a significant 
role in the family’s future fortunes, 
according to several old supersti
tions concerning the beginning of a 
new year.

To bring good luck, the first ar
rival must be a dark man, but if 
he also brings a gift and “carries 
in” more than he “takes out” then 
the house is assured peace and 
plenty for a whole year. The most 
auspicious gift as luck bringer is 
a lump of coal or a red herring.

love’s progress. Marriageable maid
ens who look out the window on 
New Year’s morning, can antici
pate being married before the year 
is out if they see a man before they 
see a woman.

Be sure to wish everyone a 
“Happy New Year,” but keep your 
fingers crossed for luck while giv
ing or receiving the greetings; and 
don’t forget to say “rabbits” as 
soon as you wake up in the morn
ing.

An old English custom, presum
ably founded on the superstition 
that whatever 
Year’s Day is 
fortune during 
advises opening 
January 1.

Since your New Year will be, to a 
certain extent, what you make it, 
resolve to make it a happy 
prosperous one.
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Our Gift to the FIRST BABY 
Bluffton’s Baby Derby

Want to assure yourself a happy 
and prosperous New Year?

Well, first of all make sure that 
all debts are paid before midnight 
on New Year’s Eve. This ancient 
Chinese custom is designed to start 
the New Year off with a clean slate 
and, although its origin is lost in 
antiquity, solvency is still a good 
foundation for prosperity and 
friendly business relations.

If you are unmarried and would 
like to remove the *un’ from your 
status, be sure to put on the left 
stocking before putting on the right 
one when you dress New Year’s 
morning — and try to be * as left
handed as possible during the day, 
thereby increasing the potency of 
the charm which is supposed to aid

Happy New Year
To All

POULTRY
FARM
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Everywhere throughout the 
world for thousands of years man 
has celebrated the passing of time. 
He has done so in various seasons 
and to the accompaniment of dif
ferent customs — but always the 
holiday has been one of gladness 
and joy, of hope and brightness, 
of light and laughter.

The history of the celebration of 
New Year’s day goes far back into 
antiquity. It is only in relatively 
recent times that New Year’s day 
has been observed on January 1. 
The holiday has been a movable 
one and various races have marked 
it in different seasons. For instance, 
the ancient Persians and Egyptians 
celebrated New Year’s on Septem
ber 22, the autumnal equinox, 
while the Greeks did so 
winter solstice, December 
vernal equinox, March 22, 
the beginning of the year 
Jews.

At the New Year season 
the ages, man has taken new stock 
of himself, and has pledged himself 
to higher, finer things and has re
solved that ere the year ends, he 
will have done those things which 
would move him nearer Utopia.

New Year’s Day has always been 
actively celebrated in the United 
States and from Colonial times to 
the present it has been a day of 
great significance. Presidents have 
received the public at great re
ceptions on that day, and the cus
tom of visiting friends and rela
tives is one which has survived 
until the present.

New Year’s eve seems to be 
growing in popularity as a time of 
jollity and good fellowship and the 
average American feels lost unless 
he can “go somewhere” and “do 
something” on the turn of the year.

Of the many >egends and tra
ditions which have grown anund 
the significance of the New Year, 
the one most persistent is that 
what you do on the first day of the 
year will be an indication of what 
will happen in the months tc follow.

As an example, to open a bank 
account at New Year’s was con
sidered lucky in old England.

To the Mother of the 1950
New Year Babe 

with Our Best Wishes

A Box of Candy

To the MOTHER of the BABY 
CONTEST WINNER 
we will present . . .

Bluffton on Tues., Thurs. and Sat.
DAIRY PRODUCTS Jenera, Ohio

Feldspar
About 65 per cent of all the feld

spar minded in the U.S. comes from 
the Spruce Pine area of North Caro
lina.

IN
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Ralph Basinger, Prop.
IN ANY EVENT . . . WIRE FLOWERS 

EXPERT FLORAL DESIGNING
109 Grove Street, Bluffton Phone 404-W

tiANKISti
Confecticncry

You are invited 
to Join 

Bluffton’s 
Greatest 

Organization
Dues*$1.00 per; ear

~Be a Booster tor Better 
Hunting and Fishing!

To Bluffton’s fishermen and hunters we extend the best 
wishes for success in the coming year. We pay tribute to 
you as being responsible for the conservation of game, 
the preservation of our naturad recreational facilities, and 
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To the Father of 
the First 1950 

Baby 
A Gift Package of 

Shampoo /& Lotion 
With Our
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FIRST V1950 BABY
we present with our compliments its

FIRST PAIR OF BABY SHOES

Good Luck and Success , 
to the winners of Bluffton’s

FIRST BABY
DERBY

A Happy 
New

RDJ
Station , 
rocery = 
h of Bluffton 

oute 25

To the happy family we 
will give

1 GALLON OF 
ICE CREAM 

Home-made
with our compliments!
Your choice of flavors.
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POTTED PLANT

WITCHING HOUR ... All across 
the land, as the hands of the clock 
approach midnight on Saturday, 
December 31, young ladies—and 
other people, too—will be pointing 
out the time and saying, “Look, 
it’s almost 1950.” They probably 
won’t be wearing swim suits, how
ever.

.... and to the
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