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Mystery Shrouds Former Resident's Death
Fire Fanned by High Wind Levels Large Barn Community Problems Discussed At

Rural Life Assn. Conference Here

LIVESTOCK AND 
MACHINERY LOST 
IN FIRE ON FARM

Blaze Brings Heavy Loss on 
Edgar McElwain Farm in 

Jackson Township

Fire Crews from Bluffton, 
Beaverdam, Cairo and La

fayette Respond

Fire departments from Bluffton, 
Beaverdam, Cairo and Lafayette 
lost the battle against a blaze fan
ned by a high east wind, which last 
Thursday afternoon destroyed a 
large barn and its contents on the 
Edgar McElwain farm near the 
West Point church seven miles south
west of Bluffton in Jackson town
ship.

Loss in the conflagration was esti
mated at $13,000, including the barn 
to which a covered barnyard was 
added several years ago, livestock, 
farm machinery, hay and grain.

At the height of the fire, the roar
ing wind carried sparks one-quarter 
mile away to set fire to the roof of 
a barn on the adjoining farm oc
cupied by Elton Younkman.

Sets Roof on Fire
The Lafayette fire truck, one of 

four battling the blaze, made a hur
ried run to the Younkman home and 
extinguished the fire, with little dam
age resulting.

Although the stiff wind made it 
impossible to bring the barn fire un
der control, despite efforts of firemen 
from three towns, it blew the flames 
away from adjoining buildings on 
the McElwain farm.

Fire is believed to have started 
from an electric heater used to pro
vide warmth for three brood sows 
and recently farrowed litters of pigs.

Lost in the fire were the sows and 
pigs, two heifers, and a horse, which 
although rescued from the blazing 
structure later was destroyed be
cause of burns.

Also destroyed were farm machin
ery, hay, grain and a large quantity 
of walnut lumber recently put into 
the barn for curing.

Lenten Services At 
Pandora Grace Church

Dr. Henry Fast of Bethel College, 
Newton, Kansas, will conduct a se
ries of Lenten services at Grace 
Mennonite church, Pandora, March 
26 to April 2, it is announced by 
the pastor, Rev. E. J. Bohn.

Services will be held every evening 
except Saturday at 7:45 and also 
Sunday morning at 10:30 o’clock.

Subjects of meetings are:
Sunday morning — Search the 

Scriptures; evening—In Him Was 
Life.

Monday—The World of the Lord 
Came—a Second Time.

Tuesday—Men Loved the Dark
ness.

Wednesday—Giving God the Rem
nants.

Thursday—Behold He Prayeth.
Friday—Let Us Love One Anoth

er.
Sunday morning — Unconditional 

Surrender; evening—The Necessity 
of the Cross.

Bluffton Woman Asks 
Citizenship Papers

A naturalization petition has been 
filed in the Allen county common 
pleas court by Mrs. Anna Klassen 
of South Jackson street. Mrs. Klass
en, a native of Russia is the wife of

Prof. John P. Klassen, Bluffton 
college art instructor.

Real Estate Deals
Richard Oberly has purchased the 

Henry Habegger property on Riley 
street and has moved into the resi
dence vacating the Fred Badertscher 
apartments on South Main street. 
Habegger is making his home with 
his children.

Joel Kimmel has purchased from 
Myron Motter a building lot on 
South Main street adjoining the Bat- 
terson property.

Mt. Cory P. T. A. Play
On Friday Evening

Grandpa’s Twin Sister, a three-act 
farce will be presented by the Mt. 
Cory P. T. A. in the school auditor
ium Friday night at 8 o’clock.

Bluffton College Students Elect

Ix>is Rich
May Queen

In Host
•r Fall 1

May iQueen and Most
Tops In Student Poll

Fred Liechty 
Popular Man

Chosen to reign over traditional 
May Day ceremonies during Bluffton 
college commencement week are Miss 
Lois Rich, of Washington, Ill., May 
Queen, and Fred Leichty, of Berne, 
Ind., most popular man.

The regal ctuple were elected hy 
popular vote of the entire student 
body. All senior men and women are 
on the ballot, with the exception of 
Homecoming Queen.

Attendant for the May Queen will 
be Dorothy Hurley, of Danvers, III.

Both Miss Rich and Miss Hurley 
last fall were attendants for the

Mai 
n Barn

Farmer 
After

Clinton Balmer, 51, Union town
ship farmer is in Bluffton hospital 
with a fractured nose and other in
juries received in a fall in the barn 
at his home last Saturday.

Balmer together with two neigh
bors, Harry Burkholder and Clifford 
Peterson, was preparing to move a 
quantity of baled hay from the low
er floor of his barn to the haymow.

He was standing on a stack of 
Homecoming activities in November. one slipped and he fellbales when

The May Queen’s escort, to be 
chosen by the queen, will be announced 
later.

Miss Rich is majoring in home 

teaching field following graduation. 
The most popular man is majoring in 
history and also plans to toQch. He 
also has been a prominent Bluffton

to the floor under the bale. He was 
removed to the hospital where his 
condition is reported satisfactory.

economics and plans to enter the athlete.

Usual Coed-Men Roles To Be Reversed
In Observance Of College Leap Week

Re\ersing the customary tenor of 
campus life, Bluffton college men 
will be the recipients of gallantry

Mennonite Church
Here Calls Pastor

TOWN RECREATION 
PROGRAM GRANTED 
$1,000 BY COUNCIL

on the part of coeds during the week
end of March 31, April 1 and 2.

Occasion for the switch in roles 
will be the annual college observance 
of Leap Week, an occurrence set 
each spring by the student council.

During the weekend observance 
it’s strictly kosher for coeds to take 
the initiative in asking for dates, 
contrary to anything Emil Post may 
have to say on the subject; in fact 
it’s the only way the fairer sex can 
get a date over the wreekend.

And after getting the date with 
the “apple of their eyes,” the college 
maidens must call for the men at 
the men’s dorm; and return the men 
to their place of residence at the 
close of the evening.

At meal* coeds must seat their 
more brawny campus compatriots 
and serve them first. Other campus 
courtesies which must be extended 
by girls include opening doors and 
holding them for the men, carrying 
their books and walking on the out
side of the sidewalk.

And, oh yes, there’s still a more 
important hitch in the proceedings, 
under the rules coeds also must foot 
all the bills and expenses of the 
date.

“Old Millstreamers99
To Entertain Here

“The Old Millstreamers,” Findlay 
group of entertainers, will appear in 
an evening’s program at the Bluffton 
high school auditorium next Tuesday 
night at 8 o’clock.

Featuring quartet harmonies and 
barber-shop melodies, their program 
is interspersed with chalk talks, hu
morous art, readings, impersonations 
and mirthful, vibrant drama, making 
an evening of unique and unusual 
entertainment.

Their appearance here is spon
sored by the Bluffton high school 
senior class and funds will be used 
to meet expenses of the class trip to 
Washington after graduation this 
spring.

Hospitalized After
Automobile Crash

A former Bluffton woman, Mrs. 
Louella Geiger Temple and her hus
band Wm. B. Temple of Monrovia, 
Calif., have been hospitalized as a 
result of injuries received in an 
automobile collision near their home 

Rev. Alvin Beechy of Manchester, 
Conn., was called to the pastorate 
of the First Mennonite church here 
by action of the congregation Sun
day morning.

The call, if accepted, would fill 
the pulpit of the church here which 
will become vacant in June when 
resignation of the present pastor 
Rev. J. N. Smucker becomes effective 
Rev. Smucker resigned the pastorate 
to accept the editorship of “The 
Mennonite,” a leading publication of 
that denomination.

Rev. Beechy, graduate of Bluffton 
College in 1942, is currently a stu
dent in Hartford Theological semin
ary in Hartford, Conn., and supplies 
a Congregational church in Man
chester. He was formerly pastor of 
the Mennonite church in Normal, 
Ill. He is married, with one child.

Rites Thursday For
Mrs. Orton Stratton

Mrs. Amelia Stratton, 73, wife of 
Orton Stratton, four miles south of 
Bluffton, died in her home at 6:30 
a. m. Tuesday, following a critical 
illness of four weeks.

Funeral services will be held at 
2:30 p. m. Thursday in the Paul 
Diller funeral home, with Rev. Vic
tor Monk, pastor of the Bluffton 
Lutheran church, officiating. Burial 
will be in Maple Grove cemetery.

Born in Hancock county Sept. 30, 
1876, she was the daughter of John 
D. and Catharine (Marquart) Arras. 
On February 12, 1898, she married 
Orton Stratton ,who survives.

Other survivors include two child
ren, Raymond Stratton and Mrs. 
Katherine Bell, both of near Bluff
ton. There are five grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.

Sisters and brothers surviving in
clude Mrs. Lucy Hunzicker, Linda, 
Calif.; Mrs. Dora Pifer, Jenera; and 
Henry Arras, Arlington.

Mrs. Stratton was a member of 
the Bluffton Lutheran church, the 
Women’s Aid society of the church 
and of Richland Grange.

Scholastic Honor
To Mark Diller

Mark Diller, senior at Bowling 
Green State university and son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Diller of 
South Jackson street has been placed

Committee Seeks Aid in Financ
ing Bluffton’s xMunicipal 

Prograi.i

Robert Burkholder, Ohio State 
Athlete to be Harmon Field 

Director

Municipal funds in the amount of 
approximately $1,000 will be con
tributed by the village government 
to the Bluffton Recreation committee 
for the 19r0 recreate n program.

Decision to finance , omnnr'ity re
creation activities spitMtored by the 
committee was matleA rnday night 
by councilmen, afte^ V request for 
financial aid had been made by 
spokesmen for the recreation group.

In the past, the recreation pro
gram here has been financed by the 
committee through contributions, 
funds raised in house-to-house solici
tation and in the sponsorship of spe
cial fund-raising activities such as 
rodeos, football previews, etc.

Fund Established
Funds for the summer and winter 

program of the recreation group will 
be provided by turning over for re
creation purposes money collected by 
the town in admission tax levies 
amounting to three per cent of the 
admission charged.

The admission tax has been yield
ing approximately $1,000 per year, 
a survey of the town’s record 
showed.

Spokesmen for the recreation com
mittee at the session were Ralph 
Reichenbach, chairman of the unit; 
Edgar Chamberlain and Woodrow 
Little.

Burkholder Hired
Councilmen were told by the group 

that Robert Burkholder, star of this 
year’s Ohio State basketball team, 
has been rehired by the committee 
as recreation director for the Har
mon field program this summer. He 
will receive a salary of $400 for the 
three summer months.

Burkholder directed a successful 
program of activities last summer, 
and has been re-employed for the 
1950 season.

Councilmen were told that funds 
of the recreation committee will be 
depleted at the close of the winter 
program, ending early in April, and 
that town financial assistance was 
needed to insure cntinuation of the 

on January 7, according to word re
ceived here.

Mrs. Temple suffered a fractured 
leg in six places and cracked knee
cap and will be unable to walk for 

on the dean’s list, a scholastic honor 
requiring grades equivalent to B or 
better. Of the school’s 4,500 stu
dents, 724 are on the dean’s list, it 
was announced this "week.

recreation activity.
The committee will supplement 

funds provided by the town by con
tinuing some of its money-raising 
activities, the group said.

nine months. She and her husband
are now at their home in Monrovia.

Sue Montgomery
In Dance Revue

Sue Montgomery, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Montgomery, South 
Jackson street, will be featured in a 
dance revue to be presented by Ray’s 
Studio, of Findlay, in the Harris 
theatre at that place this Thursday 
night.

Miss Montgomery is a Bluffton 
public school student.

Student Recital
Pupils of Mrs. Pearl Mann and 

Laurence Burkhalter of the Bluffton 
college department of music will ap
pear in recital in Ramseyer chapel, 
Friday evening at 8 o’clock. The 
public is invited.

To Open Store Here
Kermit Herr, proprietor of Herr’s 

Flowers and Seeds announces the 
opening of a down town store next 
week in the Soash room on South 
Main street recently vacated by Troy 
Motor sales. Herr is now operating 
from his residence on South Lawn 
avenue.

Legion Sponsors Red
Cross Benefit Dance

Swelling Bluffton’s contribution to 
the Red Cross will be a benefit dance 
sponsored by Bluffton Legion post 
in their hall on Wednesday night, 
March 29 at 8:30 o’clock.

Alstaetter’s orchestra will furnish 
music for round and square dancing 
and all proceeds will be donated to 
the Red Cross.

Dr. Morris Troyer 
Vesper Speaker Here

Dr. Morris Troyer, of Syracuse 
university, will be the speaker at 
Bluffton college vesper services in 
the Ramseyei chapel, at 2:30 p. m., 
Sunday.

A Bluffton college graduate in 
1923, Dr. Troyer taught psychology 
at the college here in 1931.

He is director of the Syracuse uni
versity personnel evaluation service, 
and spends half of his time organiz
ing a teaching staff for the Inter
national Christian university of Ja
pan which will open in Tokyo in the 
spring of 1952.

Dr. Troyer was in Japan last sum
mer in interest of the university, 
and while there interviewed Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur and other 
American and Japanese leaders.

PAST WINTER NOT 
HARD ON STREETS 
HERE COON SAYS
Biggest Maintenance Job to be 

on Railroad Street This
• Spring

Considerable Patching to be 
Done Thruout Town When 

Weather Warms

Minor winter damage to Bluffton 
streets, coming on the heels of an 
unusually large resurfacing program 
last summer, will relieve the town 
from extensive street repairs this 
spring.

In commenting on the favorable 
condition of the village thorofares, 
Street Commissioner Lee Coon this 
week pointed out that Bluffton 
streets have come through the win
ter with less damage than usual 
from alternating freezing and thaw
ing weather.

As matters stand now, the largest 
project facing the street mainten
ance crew this spring will be the 
patching and re-surfacing of the 
one-block stretch of Railroad street, 
between College avenue and Cherry 
street.

Maintains Street
Although Railroad Street is on 

property of the Nickel Plate rail
road,, the village has use of it under 
terms of a 20-year lease. Cost of 
maintenance of the street is borne 
by the town, in exchange for the 
privilege of using the drive as a 
public thoroughfare.

Elsewhere in the town, patching 
of streets will be about all required 
for this summer, Coon said.

Although the last winter was an 
open one, with little snow, damage 
to streets has been minor because of 
unusually warm weather prevailing 
almost continuously during the early 
part of the season.

Ida Owens Rites
Here On Thursday

Funeral services for Miss Ida C. 
Owens, 81, a retired registered nurse 
and a former school teacher, will be 
held at 9:30 a. m. Thursday in St. 
Marys Catholic church here.

Miss Owens died Monday morning 
in the Ada nursing home, of compli
cations resulting from a fractured 
hip suffered three months ago.

Born July 17, 1868, in Richland 
township, she was the daughter of 
Henry and Elizabeth (Allerding) 
Owens. She had been engaged in 
nursing from coast to coast, and 
toured Europe in 1912.

Surviving are three sisters, Mrs. 
Stella Conway and Mrs. Esther Wag
ner, both of Eustis, Florida; Mrs. 
C. D. Fisher, Pandora, and a broth
er, John Owens, of Ada.,

She was a member of St. Marys 
Catholic church, where last rites will 
be conducted Thursday morning by 
Rev. Clarence Yeager. The Altar and 
Rosary Society of the church will 
recite the rosary at 8:30 p. m. Wed
nesday at Diller Funeral home where 
the body will remain until time for 
the services on Thursday. Burial 
will be in Maple Grove cemetery.

Bible Conference At
Riley Creek Church

Rev. C. F. Mills, pastor of the 
First Baptist church of Van Wert, 
will be the speaker at a Bible con
ference opening at Riley Creek Bap
tist church next Sunday and continu
ing through Sunday, April 2.

Rev. Mills is a graduate of Loyola 
university, Chicago; Northern Bap
tist Theological seminary and Moody 
Bible Institute. For four and one- 
half years he taught Bible and 
church history in the Temple Mis
sionary Training school at Ft. 
Wayne.

The Bible conference will be on 
the Book of Romans, it was an
nounced by Rev. D. E. Pummel, pas
tor of the church.

Births
The following births at Bluffton 

hospital:
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Shulaw, Ada, 

a girl, Beverly Ann, Thursday.
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Berkey, Bluff

ton, a boy bom this Wednesday 
morning.

Farm, Industrial Projects Are 
Toured In Addition to 

Discussion Sessions

Eighth Annual Meeting of 
Rural Life Assn. Held on 

College Campus Here

With discussion centering on the 
problems of rural life, especially 
from the community and church 
viewpoint, a three-day meeting of the 
eighth annual Rural Life Association 
conference was held last Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday on the Bluffton 
college campus.

In addition to sessions addressed 
by outstanding national leaders, the 
conference program also included 
tours of agriculture, co-op and rural 
industrial projects in the community.

Annual conferences of the rural 
life association, which has a pre
ponderance of membership among the 
Quakers, usually are held in the 
“peace colleges.” Last year the con
ference was held at Goshen College 
in Goshen, Indiana.

Discuss Brannan Plan
Last Thursday night’s conference 

meeting, a panel discussion of the 
Brannan farm plan, was the session 
of widest general interest, and at
tracted a large turnout in the Bluff
ton High school gymnasium-auditor
ium.

Substitutes represented both U. S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Charles 
Brannan and U. S. Farm Bureau 
President Allan Kline in the panel 
discussion of the farm plan.

Representing the Secretary of Ag
riculture was Knox Hutchinson, as
sistant secretary of agriculture. 
Hassil Schneck, president of the In
diana Farm Bureau, spoke in opposi
tion, substituting for Kline.

In his comments Hutchinson stres
sed the importance of rural com
munities and the necessity of greater 
farm security. He stated that prices 
received by farmers have dropped 
nearly 25% from the postwar 
peaks of 1947.

Officers Elected
New board members of the associ

ation elected last week were Moyne 
Landis, Gettysburg, Ohio; Ross Nof- 
singer, Springfield, Ohio; and A. F. 
Morris, North Manchester, Indiana.

Re-elected officers were Stanley 
Hamilton, Richmond, Ind., executive 
secretary; Edith Wildman, Rich
mond, board secretary; and the fol-, 
lowing board members: Raymond 
Braddock, Waynesville, Ohio; Mur- 
vel Garner, Richmond; Walter Lewis, 
Gate, Okla.; Ernest Mills, Cambridge 
City, Ind.; Ralph Templin, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio; Ira Weaver, Hunt
ington, Ind.; and Dr. Alta Schrock, 
Goshen, Ind.

Dr. Schrock, a member of the 
faculty at Goshen College, was a 
former instructor for one year at 
•Bluffton College.

Donavin Amstutz
O. S. U. Graduate

Donavin Amstutz is one of 896 
winter graduates who received de
grees at Ohio State university in 
Columbus, last Friday. Amstutz has 
a bachelor of science degree in agri
culture.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joshua Amstutz north of Bluffton, 
who attended the commencement ex
ercises.

World Traveler To
Address Youth Rally

Rev. Robert E. McKinney, Denver, 
Colo., world traveler will address 
the monthly Youth for Christ rally 
in the Pandora high school auditor
ium Saturday night at 8 o’clock.

Rev. McKinney has traveled ex
tensively in the Holy Land and oth
er parts of the world and will pre
sent the Bible stories by a unique 
and elaborate stereopt icon projection, 
some of which are reproduced direct
ly from original art masterpieces.

Bluffton Firm To
Offer Fair Awards

C. F. Niswander and Son, Bluffton 
farm implement and home appliance 
dealer, will award three banners in 
the Junior Fair Livestock judging 
contest at thqr Allen county fair next 
summer.

The contest will be open to F. F. A. 
and 4-H club members, with judging 
in dairy cattle, beef cattle, swine and 
sheep classes. Further information 
may be obtained from the county 
agriculture agent’s office or from any 
vocational agriculture instructor in 
the county.

MAN DROPS FROM 
TRAIN; FIND BODY 
FROZEN UNDER ICE
Reuben T. Burkholder Meets 

Death Enroute From West 
Coast on Visit

Body Found Along Railroad 
Tracks in Wisconsin After 

Two Weeks Search

A two-weeks’ search for Reuben T. 
Burkholder, 70, native of the Swiss 
Settlement, northwest of Bluffton, 
who disappeared while enroute from 
his home in Everett, Wash., to visit 
relatives here ended Monday after
noon when section workers found his 
lifeless body along the Burlington 
railroad right-of-way, three miles 
outside Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.

Mystery still continued to surround 
Burkholder's disappearance from the 
train, however, and word received 
here by relatives indicated that police 
officials investigating the circum
stances suspect foul play.

Missing since March 4, Burkholder’s 
body was discovered by section work
ers who noticed a dark object under 
ice frozen over a pool of water along 
the railroad right-of-way.

Frozen in Pool
Breaking the ice, they discovered 

the body of the man, identified as 
Burkholder by personal papers and a 
checkbook. Wearing only a suit coat, 
the aged man either had been thrown 
or fallen from the train while it was 
traveling at high speed thru the 
Wisconsin countryside.

Burkholder’s overcoat, hat and bag 
left on the train when it reached 
Chicago indicated to railroad officials 
that a passenger was missing, but 
identity of the missing man was not 
established until after baggage check
ed thru to Lima arrived at that des
tination and was unclaimed.

First indication that relatives here 
had of Burkholder’s disappearance 
was when the Lima .railroad office 
notified a brother, John Burkholder, 
of Rockport, of the unclaimed bag
gage.

Relatives Notified
The search for the missing man 

was on when local relatives cheeked 
back along the route of travel, and 
learned that one of the Burlington 
passengers was missing when the 
train reached Chicago.

John Burkholder had not been 
notified in advance that his brother 
was enroute here for a visit, and 
notification from the Lima baggage 
office was his first intimation that 
anything was wrong.

The mishap victim last had visited 
here about two years ago. For many 
years he was a fruit farmer at 
Everett, Wash., having gone to the 
west coast while a young man. He 
was never married.

Body Identified
Truman Burkholder, west of Bluff

ton, a nephew, was notified Tuesday 
that the body had been identified as 
that of his uncle, arid a telephone 
call placed later by Paul Diller, whose 
wife is a niece, confirmed the identi
fication.

An undertaker in Prairie du Chien 
told Bluffton relatives that altho 
there were head bruises it was im
possible to determine if they had been 
sustained in the fall from the train, 
or had been inflicted earlier.

Foul play was suspected because 
there was no way a passenger could 
fall from the train, without opening 
doors in vestibules of the coaches, 
and also because none were reported 
open by train officials.

Whether the body had been robbed 
had not been learned by local relatives 
Wednesday.

The body will arrive here the last 
of this week and remain at the Diller 
funeral home pending funeral ar
rangements. Sendees will be held in 
the Ebenezer church and burial will 
be in the church cemetery. His 
bi'other in Rockport is the only near 
survivor.

Spring Vacation For
Ohio State Students

Ohio State students from Bluffton 
and vicinity are spending the week 
with their families. They are tak
ing time off from studies during the 
Spring vacation.

Among the students visiting here 
this week following Winter quarter 
exams are:

Jean Ann Burcky, John Althaus, 
Byron Fritchie, Robert Oberly, 
Charles Emans, Ralph Althaus, Don 
Marshall, Harold Diller, Floyd 

[Herr and Charles Trippiehorn.


