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ALUMNI, OLD STUDENTS AND 
FRIENDS TO THRONG CAMPUS

(Continued from page 1, 2nd Section) 

cultural center of the college and 
community.

Lincoln Hall, built in 1924, was 
the result of a local and student 
drive for funds. Following the 
second World War, the influx of new 
students necessitated the purchase of 
three new homes—Lehman and 
Hirschy Cottages and Sauder Home- 
all of which adjoin the campus. Last 
year the cornerstone was laid for 
Bluffton’s newest addition, Founders 
Hall, which will seive the college 
and community in the capacity of 
auditorium-gymnasium.

Throughout these years of ma
terial, intellectual, and spiritual 
growth, the college has been guided 
by leaders who have given outstand
ing Christian service to the institu
tion and to its ideals.

Presidents
Dr. N. C. Hirschy, scholar and 

forward-looking leader, piloted the 
newly-founded college in its initial 
years. Following his resignation in 
1908, Dr. S. K. Mosiman was ap
pointed to the presidency. This 
devoted leader gave twenty-five years 
of faithful and self-sacrificing labor 
to Bluffton College, guiding it 
through years of uncertainty and 
financial difficulties.

Dr. Mosiman was succeeded by 
Rev. A. S. Rosenberger, who accomp
lished the task of unifying the 
forces and working toward a sound 
financial basis in a period of nation
wide economic instability. He resign
ed after three and one-half”years of 
service because of ill health, and was 
followed by Dr. Lloyd L. Ramseyer, 
present administration head.

During the thirty-five years since 
Bluffton College granted its first
A. B. degree, nine hundred eighty- 
two A. B., fifty-three B. S., sixty
B. S. M., and seven honorary degrees 
have been conferred.

Cqrricuhini Expanded
Th, curriculum has been greatly 

expanded at Bluffton College during 
the fifty years and this year a new 
Department of Elementary Education 
has been added. From a few courses 
in typewriting and penmanship, 
which were completely dropped at 
one time, the business department 
has expanded until today a major in 
both business and economics is avail
able. The division of speech has 
grown in a few years to the place 
where a minor in it is now’ possible 
at Bluffton.

The college has always been noted 
for the strong department of music, 
still one of its most important fields. 
The work done by the Choral Society 
and the Vesper Choir serve to ac
quaint the public with the achieve
ments of the Bluffton music depart
ment.

Improvement of buidings and ad
dition of new ones, as well as ex
pansion in the curriculum, has served 
in the growth of Bluffton College.

New Building
The addition of Founders Hall will 

enable Bluffton College to increase 
its usefulness as an educational 
center. Recreational, social and 
cultural needs will be served better 
by this new’ $280,000 auditorium
gymnasium. Approximately 75 per
cent of the funds have been raised. 
The contractor has said that the 
basketball floor will be ready for use 
next fall and he expects to have the 
entire building completed by January 
1, 1951.

To Seat 2,000
Important details in the new’ 

structure are the 50X90 foot gym
nasium floor and the 25X80 foot 
recreation room. Also rating import
ance is the 33X105 foot stage. Other 
facilities include a kitchen, snack 
shop, hygenic dressing room, shower 
facilities, and a student union. Aside 
from the adequate lobby space there 
is room for a seating capacity of 
2.000 for either sports or office lor 
physical education directors, a thera
peutic room to care for minor 
physical ailments, practice rooms, 
and -iisplaj cases are other minor 
services of the building.

Swiss Day
Swiss Day, June 2, the first of its 

k'nd in Ohio, will start Bluffton 
College’s Fiftieth Anniversary Com
mencement activities with an un
usual flavor.

Displays of Swiss carvings, novel
ties, needlework, old letters, books, 
Bibl, s, photog. nphs, and other things 
of historic interest will be arranged. 
Swiss caking and the auctioning of 
a 200-pound Swiss cheese will be 
features at the noon hour.

Music by Swiss talent, skits, 
stories, and yodeling will be present
ed during the program. Swiss Day 
is planned for the descendents of 
Swiss ancestors and the college 
constituency from Swiss settlements. 
“Swietzer Deitch” will be spoken 
chiefly.

‘‘Macbeth,’’ the Shakespearean 
tragedy, will be presented on the 
evenings of June 2 and 3. This play 
is the largest undertaking the Bluff
ton College speech department has 
ever attempted.

Crowning of the Queen and class 
exercises combined with an annivers
ary program will make Saturday, 
June 3, an eventful day. Miss Lois 
Rich, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rufus Rich, Washington, Illinois, 
wall be crowned queen in a colorful 
ceremony. Fredrick Leichty, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Leichty, Berne, 
Indiana, was chosen as the outstand
ing senior man, and will escort the
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The first inter-collegiate debate 
in the history of the college was 
held in April, 1917. This was a 
triangular meet in which Bluffton, 
Findlay, and Ashland participated. 
Professor Howe, a former debate 
coach, was a member of one of the 
teams, the other two members be
ing Scudder Welty and Charles 
Trachsel. The other Bluffton team 
was composed of Waldo Schumacher, 
Vernon Ramseyer and G. T. Soldner. 
The question for debate was, Re
solved, that the Philippine Islands 
should’ be given their independence.

In 1930, under the direction of 
Professor Howe, Bluffton turned the 
tables by administering a defeat to 
a crack Wittenberg team. The net 
result was a quadruple tie for first 
place among Bluffton, Capital, Wit
tenberg and Muskingum.

On account of World War number 
two and the lack of interest, debate 
has been discontinued on the campus 
since 1942.
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A young California student of two decades 
ago toyed with an idea, turning it over and 
over in his mind, until he shaped it into a con
crete plan. The idea concerned a method of 
getting alumni to return to their alma mater 
for a homecoming reunion. .The idea became a 
reality, and that young man and his idea were 
the initiators of the annual box ceremonies.

The youth was Walter Krehbiel, son of Rev. 
H. J. Krehbiel, a member of the first board of 
trustees of Bluffton College. His idea was to 
have each graduating class bury a box in 
College Hall walk, containing the class history 
and prophecy, class day program, and pictures 
and letters from the class members. After ten 
years, all the classes were pledged to return to 
dig up the boxes, “compare notes,” and reminisce 
on their former days at Bluffton.

Krehbiel’s plan has since been revised so that 
each class now returns every ten years to look 
over the contents 
letters, pictures, 
prediction, buried 
when read again
very amusing, and often surprisingly accurate. 
The ceremony, initiate^ in 1930, has continued 
annually since that itme. .

the baton was passed on to N. Lau
rence Burkhalter, the present di
rector. The orchestra has perform
ed with the Choral Society for these 
many years and in addition has giv
en an annual spring concert.

The first- orchestra on record was 
used in 1904 as the accompaniment 
to “The Holy City.” It consisted 
of eight pieces and, according to 
Russell A. Lantz, Professor of the 
School of Music, was probably the 
beginning of the College orchestra.

From 1912 to 1949, until the 
passing of its director, Sidney Hau- 
enstein, the College Orchestra was 
made up of college and high school 
students, and players from the com
munity. It existence dates back sev
eral years prior to 1912 however, 
having moderate success until then.

With the death of Mr. Hauenstein,
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The box containing each class record is of 
copper sheeting and is topped with an appro
priately designed plate. The design on this 
plate was at first intended to be a standard one 
for each year, but at the suggestion of Profes
sor J. P. Klassen, Bluffton’s art instructor, it 
was decided that each class should be responsi
ble for designing and making a plate for their 
box. Ed Good, engineer at the college, did the 
casting of these 
the ceremony.

The plate for 
was designed by
Michael Munkascy. Mike had almost completed 
his work on the plate before he went home, 
where his unexpected death occured. Professor 
Klassen finished the remaining details. It is 
fitting that one of Mike’s last works should be 
this plate, depicting 
Christian education 
first fifty years.

This year marks
ceremony of the graduating classes of Bluffton 
College. With each succeeding year, new let
ters, new ideas, and new records are buried for 
future reference. And so an embryo idea in 
the mind of a creative student has grown into 
another of Bluffton’s fine-xtraditions.
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Anniversary Program

Speakers Rev. A. S. Rosenberger 
and Dr. S. F. Pannabecker will dis
cuss “The Mennonites Develop Ideals 
in Religious Education” and “Bluff
ton’s Contribution to These Ideals,” 
respectively, during the anniversary 
program. Dr. L. L. Ramseyer’s topic 
will be “Bluffton Looks into the next 
Fifty Years”; Rev. J. N. Smucker 
will also speak on the “Rededication 
of the Friends and Stewards of Bluff.- 
ton College.” Formal presentation 
of the new book, Bluffton College— 
An Adventure in Faith will 
made at this time.

An alumni 
sidewalk box 
alumni banquet 
to be held also

Baccalaureate services will be held 
Sunday afternoon, June 4. A recep
tion in President Ramseyer’s home 
and vesper services will follow Bac
calaureate. Setting a new precedent 
for the spring activities will be the 
presentation of Handel’s “Messiah” 
Sunday evening.

Dr. D. Elton Trueblood will give 
the commencement address Monday 
morning, June 5. Dr. Trueblood is 
Professor of Philosophy at Earlham 
College and has written a number 
of widely read books. A commence
ment luncheon will close the Fiftieth 
Anniversary activities.
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