
Brazil Qll?a Crop Control
Washington—Word comes from

Rio de Janeiro that the government

of Brazil has decided at long last
to place its coffee business again on
a competitive basis. That is to say
Brazilian coffee once more will be
sold in world market conditions. It
was 14 years ago that crop control
was started and now it has flopped
finally after costing the growers
losses accountable in millions and
after virtually wrecking some por-
tions of Brazil's foreign trade. II think it might be said also that
the fallacy of the coffee control pol-
icy was among the real causes
which eventuated in the dictator-
ship that established itself in Bra-
zil recently. President Getulio Var-
gas succeeded in placing himself at
the head of the nation “indefinite-
ly”and he did so he said because of
"unrest among the peoples" of the
provinces. The first dictatorship in
the Western hemisphere, therefore,
is a fact.

But to get to the coffee question:
it was the determination of the Bra-
zilian leaders that a policy of scar-
city would force coffee prices high-
er in the world market. The state of
Bao Paulo initiated the scheme. It
failed to work, and its sponsors said
the reason was its scope Was lim-
ited. Thus, it was expanded until
the whole nation was embraced.
Still, coffee prices did not go high
enough and it was then that actual‘
destruction of coffee began. Mil-
lions of tons were dumped into the
Atlantic ocean and other millions
were burned—even as we in this
country burned surplus wheat and
corn and killed 0,000,000 pigs.

As the destruction continued and
the growers found themselves tied
tighter with regulations and decrees.
there were some increases in prices.
But the promised great profits prov-

edtobeasiilusoryasamirageonlthe desert.

I This condition leads far afield. I
am informed, for instance, that
some senators and representatives
who have been back home in con-
servative sections or the country
want to dodge further support of Ithe New Deal This class obviously

’is hiding its time for something to
ihappen to justify a lump. An-
nouncement by Mr. Roosevelt of in-
tention to be a candidate for the
third time would provide the rea-
son. The converse is true, as well,
for there are those in the house and
senate who have found the Presi-
dent’s personal popularity at home
as great as ever and they are look-
ing for an excuse to sound of! that
they belieVe in the Roosevelt pol-

The whole thing was a boomer-
ang. Not only were the producers
in Brazil disillusioned by failure to
gain the record returns they had
been led to expect, but they found
another sad and wholly disadvant-
ageous result staring them in the
face. There was some increase in
the price—Just enough, indeed, to ‘reduce consumption to some extent
—-for the growers, but with Brazil
reducing available supplies others
got into the producing business.

Among these new coffee growing
areas, Colombo sprang into prom-
inence. Maybe Colombia coffee
"Was not as good as Brazil’s in qual-‘
ity. Maybe it was not quite .as ac-

“ceptable otherwise. But it was
cheaper, and it was profitable for

‘ Colombia planters to produce. They
found a ready sale.

That, however, was not the worst.
' When other coffee-using nations
bought coffee from Colombia and
bther growing areas. Colombia was
able to buy other commodities from
the nations buying her coffee. New
trade agreements suddenly showed
up: new relationships were estab-
lished, and soine of Brazil’s former
business connections throughout the

‘ world are gone with the wind. They
-.may never be re-eestablished.

lcles 100 percent and want him to
have a. third term.

The election results in various
parts of the country will have some
in?uence on the attitude or repre-

, We, in the United Stataes ought
to give quite a bit of thought to Bra-
zil’s coffee experiment for we have
had, and are threatening to have
more, experiments of a kindred na-
ture. Lessons in crop control are
right expensive. and more important
is the fact that sooner or later all
through history, they have had to
be abandoned. And when I refer to
crop control, I include all kinds of
production control whether agricul-
tural or industrial. Somebody al-
Ways has to pay dearly for it and us-
uany the cost has been extended. It
is re?ected in other commodities
and in taxes until the actual loss
from the experiment is multiplied
-’many times over.

Politic” Move
, Speaking of congress, the way it
has started off makes me think that
the extra session was purely a po-
litical move. I am quite sure it is
.going to accomplish some great

‘good like amending the neutrality
act. Of course, I suppose I should
not be selfish. I ought to consider
that the representatives and sena-
tors must have time to make
speeches for this or that or the oth-
er so that their constituencies back
home will be duly impressed with
their importance Maybe so! But
I repeat that the prospect of any-
thing worth while in either ' the
special session or in the regular ses-
sion to follow in January is decided-
ly dull.

Politically, there are several
things to watch for in the time that
congress will be heave-ho-ing. One
of these definitely now visible is the
maneuvering among the Democrats
to find out whether President Roose-
velt really wants to be a candidate
for a third term.

I think I am violating no confi-
dence when I say that-a good many

of the Preseident's' real friends at
the Capitol would like to know, and
know now, whether he is going

after a third term. He hasn't. told
them in a way that is convincing.

He made a speech at the “victory
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dinner" last March 4 in which he
said he had an ambition to leave the
President's chair and desk With "the
nation intact, a nation at peace. a
nation prosperous.” etc. He said he
planned to do that in January,
1941.

' That would seem to be clear
enough. Yet, it is amazing how
’many members or the President's
‘party at the Capitol contend that
Ithose remarks did not constitute a
final withdrawal. They point as well
to the fact that other Presidents.
after being re-elected for a second
term, have come out flat-footed with
their announcements and have told‘
their party, in effect, “Go out and‘
'get yourselves a new candidate."

‘ So, lam making a small predic-
tion. There will be plenty of odd
maneuvers, usual situations, that
will appear to “just happen” that
way. Their purpose will be to
bring about a circumstance wherein
President Roosevelt can appropri-
ately tell all of those who have so
faithfully stood by him that he is.
or is not, a candidate for a third
term.

The other phase of congressional
activity that will prove interesting
links in somewhat with the third
term question. It involves the per-
sonal political fortunes of the rep-
resentatives and senators who will
seek re-election in 1938. It is easy
to see how many Democrats, if they
‘know definitely that President
Roosevelt will seek a third term.
will want to ride again on the New
Deal wagon. It is equally easy to
understand how some of them, de-
sirous of observing the tradition that
no man shall serve more than two
terms as President, may want to
take a stand opposing the course if
President Roosevelt decides that ‘way.
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Sunday. November 28th. Sunday
school at 9:50 am. Departments and
:classes for the various ages from
‘pre-school to adults. A large well-
organized school of religion that
will appeal to all the members of
the family. Don't send your child-
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11 am. Morning worship. (?nestl
preacher. the Rev. L. Sprague DD.
of Seattle, former District Superin-
tendent of the Vancouver District.
Dr. Sprague has a message or in-
terest and importance and it is
hoped that he will have a large
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sentatives and senators as the ses-
sion continues. Take the vote in
Arkansas, for example. Representa-
tive Miller won the senatorship in
succession to the late Senator Joe
Robinson. His victory was over
Governor Bailey. who announced
that the New Deal was for him and
that his defeat Would be a slap at
President Roosevelt. It is a fact
that New Dealers were pulling for}
him—but RepresentatiVe Miller was.
elected. {

That is just a sample. The sena-
tors and representatives are going
to interpret such elections in the
light of sentiment in their own bail-
iwicks. Undoubtedly, some are go-
ing to show more spunk in behalf of
the New Deal while others have
come back determined to foster
their ideas of Democratic princi-
ples rather than those of New Deal.

Tribute to Halsey ‘
This date being what it is. I want

to record a tribute in these columns.
a tribute to a grand public servant
who never has sought publicity for
himself nor claimed the credit that
is due him. For, it was 40 years ago
this week that 001. Edwin A. Hal-
sey. of Tye River, Va... entered the
employ of the senate. Now, he oc-
cupys the post of secretary of the
senate. the highest available outside
of senate membership. ‘

The senate never convenes but
that I am again impressed with the
smoothness of the senate organiza-
tion under “Eddie” Halsey’s direc-
tion. I truly believe him to be the
best informed man at the Capitol on
legislative procedure. As his color-
ed messenger once said to me;
“Yeshas! De cunnel he suah do
know his stuff." J

And that goes for Cononel Hal-
sey’s political acumen, too. He has
performed the charm of the Demo-
cratic side of the senate to every-
body’s satisfaction. I suppose Some
of the senators who like to be re-
garded as big shots won't care for
this exposure, but I have seen them
saved from unnumbered mistakes'that would have made them the
laughing stock of their constituen-
jcies. Day after day, in season and
out, “Eddie” Halsey has done more
for the Democratic senators than
they can ever repay. He ought to
be called “the Sage of Tye River."
for his counsel warrants that de-
scription. The state of Virginia could
do itself a good turn if it kept “Ed-
die" Halsey in mind for something
higher.

EAST KENNEWICK
(Continued from Last. Week.)

Mrs. J. S. Kennett and Mrs. John
Marsh attended the meeting Tues-
day held at the county extension of-
tice

\ Miss Ruth Long of Prosser and
Bob Rupp of Connell were week-end
visitors at the G. A. Rupp home.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hughes and
Mrs. W. 13. Elliott were Sunday dins
ner guests at the J. s. Kennett?
home. I
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