
Oil Company Laboratory to Study
Many Farm Problem. Pest Control

An intensive study of the pos-
sibilities of nutriculture as a
means of providing fresh vege-
tables and certain fruits for troops
stationed in locations throughout
the world where normal culture
would be impossible, will be con-
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ducted by the Quartermaster
Corps, the War Department an-
nounced.

Nutriculture, known as hydro-
ponics, soiless culture-and chemi-
cal gardening, consists of grow-
ing vegetables and fruits in said,
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gravel, volcanic cinders or other
inert materials with chemical
elements necessary to produce
growth contained in an aqueous
solution. ‘

‘

During the w‘ar, several nutri-
culture units were operated on
isolated island posts with the pur-

fose of supplying fresh vegetables
0 the troops stationed there.

A number of experimental gar-
dens were maintained on Pacific
islands and on an island of! the
coast of South America. The Zone
of Interior Unit, including an ex-
perimental garden ‘and laborator-
ies, was conducted at Pratt Gen?
eral hospital, Coral Gables, Fla. .

The Secretary of War has trans-
ferred the Coral Gables installa-
tion to the control of the Quarter-
master General to determine the
potentialities of this method. The
other existing installations have
been assigned to the commanders
of areas in which they are located.

The installation at Coral Gables
will be conducted in cooperation
with the 'Pratt General hospital
with the aim of providing ade-
quate faclities for occupational
therapy and training for patients.
Produce of the garden will be
made available for use in the hos-
pital dining halls. ~ Technical
Quartermaster personnel will be
.trained at this unit for overseas
service at nutriculture installa-
tions.

Under the new program, requests
for the establishment of nutricul-
ture installations will be forward-
ed to the Quartermaster General
for approval. Before a permanent
installation is authorized it will be
necessary to show that the post,
camp, station or base is permanent
or is expected to be in existance
for at least eight years; that the
location is such that no fresh vege-
tables, safe for use, can be sup-
plied by shipping in adequate
quantity and at reasonable cost;
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that there are at least four months
in the year when conditions of
sun-light, temperature and rain-
fall p'ermit growing of successful
crops out of doors; and that there
is an ample supply of suitable
water. Non-permanent installa-
tions may be authorized for small
isolated detachments where con-
ditions are proper and the need
exists.

The Quartermaster research pro-
gram will inélude a study of re-
sults obtained. This will include
the number of man-hours employ-
ed, the amount produced, supplies
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I suffered for years and am so
thankful that I am free from pain

and able to do my work that I will
gladly answer anyone writing me
for information. Mrs. Anna Pautz,
PO. Box 825, Vancouver, Wash.
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requisitioned and the number of

maps using- the products. The

reports will cover problems en-

countered ue to insect pests. plant
diseases. mechanical dif?culties
or unknown causes. and comment
by the medical of?cer concerning

the continuing desirability of nu-
triculture gardening. the sanitary

control of the installation and the
quality of the products. ,
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